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MAIDBOATS LTD.
(Dept. T.B.), FERRY YACHT STATION, THAMES DITTON, SURREY
Phone: 01-398 0271 (3 lines)

Nearly 100 holiday cruisers For Hire (2 to 10-berth) : Starting places in all parts of the country

•
•

CANALS, & RIVER THAMES,
A Superb Standard of Comfort
• Self Drive
• Central Heating
Baths

• Novices Welcome
• Diesel Engines

Please send for new Colour Illustrated Brochure

MANY NEW AND USED CRUISERS FOR SALE AND IN STOCK
at our BRINKLOW MARINA (between Rugby and Coventry). Main Dealers for Birchwood, Loftus
Bennett Glass-Fibre Cruisers; Johnson Outboards, Newage - B.M.C. Inboard Engines; Prettycraft
Dinghies

DIESEL

MOORINGS in Beautiful Surroundings
PETROL . GAS . REPAIRS . SLIPWAY . CHANDLERY

MAIDBOATS (Midlands) LTD.
BRINKLOW MARINA, STRETTON-UNDER-FOSSE WARWICKS; Phone: Pailton 449
AND NOW OUR NEW MARINA on the Upper Thames at WALLINGFORD
NOW OPEN
MAIDBOATS (WALLINGFORD) LTD., Wallingford Marina, Wallingford, Berks
Telephone: Wallingford 2163

.PUN dine Cruisers
RUE DE L'AQUEDUC, POINCY PAR TRILPORT,
SEINE ET MARNE, FRANCE

4 & 6 Berth Luxury Cruisers for Hire
on the French Rivers and Canals
*
*
*
*
*
*

Continuous Hot and Cold Water
Navigation Charts
Flush Toilets
Transistor Radios
Hot Showers
Economical Diesel Engines

WHY NOT COMBINE A CONTINENTAL HOLIDAY WITH A HOLIDAY
AFLOAT?
WRITE NOW FOR 44 PAGE COLOUR BROCHURE
Please mention WINDLASS when replying to advertisements
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Chairman's Notes
THIS HAS BEEN a summer of unexpected restrictions: the Sunday morning
stoppages on the Oxford Canal which gave an exclusivity to the anglers, quite contrary to
the multifunctional use which the Association has always advocated, and the modified lock
lock manning arrangements on the River Thames which have effectively reduced the available
cruising time at what is often the pleasantest part of the day. These measures would appear
to have produced comparatively little reaction from those affected; we indeed live in a
'conditioned age' and many users of the river and canal would appear to have modified their
habits to fit in with the new times; others, less considerate, have travelled more quickly.
Though members seem reluctant to set pen to paper in protest, I personally, as a Thames-side
dweller and inveterate user of the river and frequent traveller on the Oxford Canal, have
received much critical comment on this year's arrangements.
IF YOU HAVE BEEN AFFECTED by these restrictions, please write and inform
the authorities concerned; these experiments are due' for consideration, and though the
Association has aired its views, your personal opinions will also be taken into consideration.
I am sure we are all sympathetic to the very long hours worked by the Thames lock-keepers, but
I trust, when the position is reviewed, the needs of the few, who prefer to cruise at the
quieter time of day, will be considered, and that a solution will be found without virtually
restricting the use of the river.
IN BOTH THESE CASES there is a principle at stake; a small restriction
toda3, can become a larger one tomorrow.
DESMOND BRISCOE.

Start.

cruising with
Water
Gipsies,write
for brochure or
come to see us

WATER GIPSY CRUISERS,
Globe Inn, Stowe Hill, Nr. Weedon,
Northants. NN7 4RZ. Tel.: Weedon 763
On the A5 & Bridge 26

it.
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owing Events
them. Venue: The Albert, other details as
October.
*DECEMBER 10th.(Wednesday) CHRISTMAS
PARTY, at the Albert. Details in next issue.

'Dr
*OCTOBER 15th-16th. A NATIONAL CONFERENCE,
WATERWAYS IN PLANNING. County Hall, London. The
conference is intended to inform local authorities and other bodies of the contemporary uses
of inland waterways and of proposals for their
developement in various parts of the country.
Taking part will be Sir Robert Grant-Ferris M.P.
Sir Hugh Casson, Capt.Lionel Munk, Illtyd
Harrington, David Kinnersley, Stephen Osgood,
Sir Alan Herbert, and many others. There will be
sessions on the Lee and Colne Valley schemes,
restoration, Milton Keynes and the Grand Union
Canal, etc., As well as films, there will be a
waterborne tour of the Regent's Canal,and a
conference dinner at the London Zoo Restaurant.
Conference fee is £9, and an attractive brochure
is now available from the IWA General Office.
* OCTOBER 23rd. (Thursday) WINTER MEETING: THE
UPPER AVON RESTORATION. David Hutchings, hero of
the Southern Stratford on Avon Canal and now
manager for the amazing and progressive Upper
Avon Scheme is to talk to us on the problems
and progress of restoring this navigation.
Venue: The Albert, Victoria Street, S.W.1. 7 for
7.30pm. Nearest underground: St.James's park,
good parking facilities and public transport,
refreshments available.
*NOVEMBER 2nd. (Sunday) TOWPATH WALK. From
Uxbridge to Brantford on the Grand Union Canal.
Stop for lunch probably at West Drayton. Meet
outside Uxbridge Met. at 10.505m.(Sunday service
15 mins.) Contact Peter M. Ward, 21 Lennox
Gardens,Dollis Hill,N.W.10, 'phone GLASttne
9943 for further information if required.
*NOVEMBER 19th. (Wednesday: Note change of day)
WINTER MEETING: LONDON'S CANALS. A slide tour,
with historical notes, of some of London's known
and lesser known rivers and canals, by Oliver
Turner, Branch Vice-Chairman. There are over
300 miles of navigable waterway within 35
miles of Marble Arch; here is a chance to see
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*JANUARY 22nd. (Thursday) WINTER MEETING:
THE BASINGSTOKE CANAL. A talk by Mr P.A.L.
Vine, author of the book 'London's Lost
Route to Basingstoke', and slides shown by
Mr L. Harris, Vice-Chairman of the Surrey &
Hampshire Canal Society. Venue: The Albert,
details as October.
*FEBRUARY 19th. (Thursday) WINTER MEETING:
THE RIVER STOUR. A talk by Mr John Marriage,
Chairman of the River Stour Trust. Venue:
The Albert,details as October.

NEXT YEAR'S BRANCH RALLY will be on
the River Wey, probably at Guildford,
to support the campai7n for the Basing,.
stoke Canal. Details will be announced
on this page in future
A BIT OF A BIND?
Do your copies of 'Windlass' get stuffed
into a drawer when you have read them? Lie
around getting dog-eared? Prove to be missing just when you want to refer to that
interesting article which appeared last year
sometime? Why not put a stop to this by
binding them. The Branch Sales Officer has
a stock of handsome dark blue binders, with
the name in gilt on the spine, holding 24
copies. It is the work of a few minutes each
month to slip your copy in, and there it is
safe, clean, and readable once and for all.
Wives - why not give your husband one for
Christmas - then you will know where to find
it when you want to read it yourself. Working party types please note, 'Navvies Notebook' fits it too.
Price is 10/-, postage 1/3, from:David Rayner, 169 Fyfield- Road,London,E.17.

MffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffilEM

ROUND THE WATERWAYS
absence of boats.
A public meeting will be held in October
on the question of the new Horsell by-pass
The Branch ,zs pleased to announce that they
which is planned to run alongside the canal
have been fortunate in being able to purchase
for about half a mile, and cross it in the
a share in the Navigation Company. The share
has a nominal value of £100 of which there are
vicinity of Percy Street, Woking. It has been
suggested that the road should be routed in
400. Aquisition of the share will enable the
the canal bed and the Surrey & Hampshire
Branch to have a voice - if small - in the running and pdlicy making of the Navigation Co.,
Canal Society has placed a standing objection
and in addition show its interest in this water- in the event of this suggestion becoming an
way isolated from the main system - the last of
official alternative.
DIETER JEBENS.
the East Coast waterways.
The Chelmsford Boating Club announce that
RIVER STOUR
they are holding a sponsored canoe cruise along
the entire length of the waterway on Saturday
The River Stour Trust's display stand
October 18th. The cruise will be organised on
has attracted considerable attention at the
similar lines to the popular sponsored walks,
various shows, and large amounts of publicity
and is in aid of a boathouse extension at the
and sale material disposed of. Membership
Club headquarters, which is urgently needed
now stands at over 70, and the Membership
for its younger members. Walkers along the
Secretary Miss Doreen Barratt has announced
towpath are also welcome. Details from Mr M.E.
that she will donate £5 to the funds if any
Smith, 28 Goldlay Avenue, Chelmsford.
member signs up five new members during the
J.E. MARRIAGE.
next three months. Help is required in running the TrustAny one willing to assist with
BASINGSTOKE CANAL
<>'10"i'
secretarial work or organise working parties
It has been reported that an 18" hole was
please contact the Chairman John Marriage,
discovered in the aqueduct over the Whitewater, address on page 1.
near Odiham Castle, on 13th.August. An estim(From 'The Lock Lintel' the Trust's Journal)
ated 6 million gallons of water were draining
RIVER THAMES
into the Whitewater from the Canal each day.
The scene of the damage is only a shoredist The Thames Conservancy announce the follance from the eastern end of Greywell Tunnel
owing lock closures. All dates one inclusive.
where the springs supplying the canal with
Marlow - November 3rd-22nd: Hurley .flNov.24thwater are situated. The water level has dropp28tht Abingdon - November 24th-December 15th.
ed considerably and two canal company employees
Shiplake - December 1st -21st: Grafton - Dec. are known to have visited,,the site. It is not
December 29th.-January 26th : Radcot - January
known what repairs have been made though it
26th-February 23rd: Mapledurham - February 2nd appears that two pieces of corrugated iron
15th: Old Windsor - February 9th-23rd. All
have been placed in the bed of the canal,
closures are for repairs.
presumably over the hole. Local people are
Osney Lock will be closed February 2nd concerned about pike escaping from the canal
24th. for mechanization.
Acriroize+ r
into the Whitewater, a well -stawked trout
stream.
Di •
Hundreds of dead fish were reported at
BRANCH SLIDE LIBRARY.
Crookham Deep, a favourite haunt of local angTony Davis reports: 'I
lers. Water samples have been taken by Hartley
took over about 45 slides and now have 500
Wintney Rural District Council for analysis.
thanks to the great generosity of some membThe residents of Poulters Bridge Cottage comers. I have recorded 24 borrowings and haven't
plained about the smell of dead fish and the
lost a slide yet:' This is a tremendous incrose
general poor condition of the canal which was
ease in one year, and my very grateful thanks
attributed to the lack of maintenance and
to the donors - obviously somebody reads these

CHELMER & BIdta(VVATFAI

♦
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notes. Note for future donors and borrowers Tony has moved, probably to larger premises,
anticipating even more slides. His new address
appears in the front of this issue, page 1.
EXHIBITION STAND.
Under the new management of
David Gibson the stand is appearing at various
functions, but the difficulty is transport.
Offers from drivers to transport the stand
about the London area would be most welcomea
understand that the stand would go in the larger
type of van, or on the roof rack of the average
family car.
LECTURES.
Requests from various organizations
keep coming in, but those for lectures during
the afternoons or to Rotary Clubs at lunchtime
are usually difficult to fill. I would very
much like to hear from anyone who could give
talks at or afterlunchtine in the London
area.
GORDON WEBB.

A WORKING PARTY EVENING,SEPTEMBER 18th.s0a
An unfortunate misprint in
the last issue of 'Windlass' gave the date
as the 16th. Sincere apologies to all who
turned up on the wrong date;metaphorical
sack-cloth and ashes were worn. Some 50
members took part, on the correct date, at
the Albert, in an evening of slides and
talk about the progress of the Working
Party Group since its formation. Memories
of the early days were revived by slides of
the first Basingstoke working parties held
in preparation for the first Branch Rally at
Woking in 1961.By no means a formal meeting,
at times there was a definite music hall
'Those were the Days' atmosphere. A rather
longer look at the work on the Upper Avon
formed part of the second half of the evening, and there followed some discussion on
aims and methods. A most enjoyable session.
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THR EDITOR.

BARGE TRIP ON THE CHEWER.

"CANAL AND RIVER TOWPATH
WALKS IN THE HOME COUNTIES"

For the first time
for many years the Branch has held a barge trip
on the Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation. In
dull weather Members and their friends set out
from Brown & Son Ltd.,'s wharf at Chelmsford
on Sunday -September 7th. in a barge usually
used for the carriage of timber between Heybridge Basin and Chelmsford.
The weather rapidly improved and the party
were soon being propelled by the huge 'harbourmaster' outboard motors through glorious sunlit
Essex countryside, apparently remote from urban
developement. Strangers in the party to Essex
were surprised at the beauty of the countryside
(NOT flat) and the Constable-like quality of
the scenery.
The journey through all twelve of the locks
along this 13t mile waterway passed uneventfully and the party were amazed at the good
condition of the waterway, its charming character and its lack of recreational use by
pleastre boats. Only one canoe and one motorised dinghy were seen to be using the waterway.
Members of the party were able to stretch their
legs by walking along some of the less overgrown sections of the towpath.
The party arrived at Heybridge Basin at
5 o'clock and were promptly whisked back to
Chelmsford by hire coach. Light refreshments
were provided on board the barge by members
of the Chelmsford Boating Club.
JOHN MARRIAGE.

Now is the time tD see the Basingstoke
Canal - in all its Autumn splendour explore this beautiful canal from
the Towpath.
Buy a copy of our pocket guide.
Price 5/6 including postage,
from the Branch Sales Officer,

D. RAYNER
169 FYFIELD ROAD, LONDON, E.17.

TAKE A CRUISE FOR YOUR
PARTY OUTING

ADVENTURESS
drips from I }-4 hours through the lovely
Start Valley. Fully Licensed. Refreshments.
Sunshine roof. sidescreens if wet. Toilet' on
board.
Coupled with set meals in the Old Granary
if required.
s.a.e. LEA & STORT HIRE CRUISES,
Little Hallingbury Mill, N,.
Stortferd,
Herts.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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Comineidisl Flews
As readers may know, the Ashby Canal Association Trading Section's contract
to carry coal to Watford was for a three month trial run. This expired around the beginning
of September and it is very pleasing to report that the customer has expressed satisfaction
with the service provided and that the contract has been extended indefinitely. Four pairs
of Willow Wren boats have been seen working on this traffic, together with the Stroudwater
Carriers' pair 'Comet' and 'Betelgeuse'. Recently Ian Kemp brought a load in Barry Lycett's
'Hampstead' (one of the boats formerly up the Wendover Arm, which has now been renovated for
carrying, also Keith Christie brought his Josher 'Lynx' and Clive Stevens a single motor down.
In order to clarify the situation, it should be said that Willow Wren have
declined, with thanks, the £700 that the TWA Council offered them out of the Narrow Boat Fund;
the money remains available, should they need it at a later date. Willow Wren are believed,at
the moment, to be following up two encouraging reports of traffic, one from the Midlands to
London, the other from London tb the West Midlands. Traffics can take a long time to organise
even after the initial contact has been made, viz. the Duckham' s oil traffic in which it was
quite some time before all the details were sorted out.
Nicholas Hill's Josher 'Jaguar' with 'Achillee,a butty not owned by Mr.Hill,
recently arrived in Reading with 30 tons of coal (spread between the two boats) which they had
brought down from Warwickshire. The coal is for the K. & A.C.T.'s steam dredger and for the
steam engines at Crofton Pumps. The boats came down the southern Oxford Canal and the Thames.
'Yachting and Boating' reported that they were the first loaded commercial boats south of
Banbury for ten years. Despite the dredging on the Coventry Canal earlier in the year, the
eleven miles from Atherstone to Hawkesbury took five hours: The Oxford summit level at Fenny
Compton was said to be badly silted, but the Banbury-Oxford section was found, unexpectedly,
to be easier than Napton-Banbury. The Thames lock-keepers were said to have shown great interest. There is, however, no cause for great jubilation about this traffic, as it is a once only
effort, although it could be repeated when the steam engines have used up this load of coal.
JOHN DODWELL.

D. D. GLADWIN & J. M. WHITE
ENGLISH CANALS
Part 1:
A Concise History - "This mine of information . . . "
Part 2:
Engineers & Engineering. "This study breaks new ground . . . .
can thoroughly recommend it."
Part 3:
Boats & Boatmen. From the State Barges to `Worser' Ones still,
Tubs to Packets. Narrow and wide. Steam and stink. From
Old Sam to Jack James. Royalty? Little Woolwich? Nurser ...
or Josher?
15/- each plus 8d. postage from the I.W.A. bookstall or:
THE QAKWOOD PRESS, TANDR I DGE LANE, L!NGFIELD, SURREY
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We hope for good representation from the
London WPG and anyone else who would like to
come along. Transport and accommodation will
be provided - just bring the usual gear:
sleeping bag, lilo/Camp bed, knife fork and
spoon, plate, mug, and a pair of waterproof
industrial gloves.
CONTACT GRAHAM PALMER if you want to take
part in this exciting, ambitious and most
worthwhile project - and save a waterway into
the bargain.
*** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Working
Party
Page
DO YOU WANT TO SAVE A
WATERWAY ?
On the 18th. -19th.October an ambitious
working party has been planned on the derelict
Montgomery Canal (which runs off the ever popular Llangollen Canal at Welsh Frankton)which
is intended to improve the canal where it runs
through Welshpool.
The reason for the working party is that
there is a proposal to run a by-pass 'road
through the Welspool area - and to make use of
the bed of this still attractive canal for part
of its course.
The Montgomery Arm has just been the subject
of a Report submitted to the Inland Waterways
Amenity Advisory Council who now intend to
inspect the Canal. A detailed study of the restoration costs have been made and will be published soon- the Canal is an obvious 'relief
route' for the hard pressed Llangollen - and
more attractive'. Welshpool Council are sympathetic to the case for restoration... and
there is very strong local support.
BUT - the canal through Welshpool is a mess,
it needs cleaning out quickly if the local
inhabitants are to believe the canal has a
future. Welshpool Council needs convincing that
volunteer work can be effective. We must prove
this, and prove a nation wide interest in this
waterway if the Council are. to throw out the
existing road proposals and re-route it elsewhere...AND THEY ARE NEARLY CONVINCED!
A vast number of mechanical aids have been
made available, volunteer facilities are the
best yet,.the work has been well planned,there
should be vast publicity - all that is needed
now is volunteer support...YOUR SUPPORT.
7

OCTOBER 12th. (Sunday) RIVER KENNET, TYLE
MILL LOCK. Following dredging by the ArMY
above Tyle Mill Lock some tidying-up operations are needed, as well as burning the old
lower gates which have been hauled out onto
the bank. This will be a combined working
party with the Reading Branch of the K.A.C.T.
and we meet at 10am. To reach Tyle Mill turn
south off the Al west of Theale by the 'Three
Kings/Jacks Booth'. For transport contact Tim
Dodwell.
NOVEMBER 8th.-9th. SOUTHERN STRATFORD. Full
details in the next issue, or in the meantime
from Tim Dodwell.
*** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
W.P.G. STAMP BANK.
Jim Fleming reports'The
problem is to get enough people to donate
regularly'. Well, why not one book for the
home and one for the W.P.G. ? That way it
wouldn't hurt hardly at all. Covenants are
in the air these days, so make a promise with
yourself - one for the home and one for the
Bank.
***. *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

UPPER AVON. Urgent request from David Hutchings.
Will anyone who can weld or who can assist by
finding a welder willing to work on the Upper
Avon at fairly regular intervals please contact
David at The Station House, Anchor Lane,
Harvington, Worcs. This is very important as
all the fillings have to be welded on to the
new locks and to employ a professional welder
will vastly inflate the designed cost of the
locks, which must be kept below £5,000 each.
The volunteer position has improved
considerably, but this is a long term project
and calls for a sustained effort.
John Dodwell would like to forma small
group to go every two months.The idea is to
get a number of people together who are keen
on the project and fill two cars. Contact John
if interested, address on p.
HAVE YOU FILLED IN A COVENANV FORM YET?999?99

oderrea tode Ediroit
Maidenhead, Berks.
16th.September 1969.
Dear Madam,
Thank you for the kind things you said about me in the last issue of 'Windlass'.
It has always been a pleasure to work with you in its production. In turn I should like to
thank our advertisers who have given us their unflagging support during the past eight years
and without whose help we could not have produced 'Windlass' so often or to such a high
standard. I hope our readers will continue to support them as much as possible and mention
'Windlass' when writing to them. It makes a big difference to the advertisement manager's
task.
May I also take this opportunity of wishing Sue Dodwell all the best in my old
job, and here s hoping for a 24 page issue crammed with advertisements in the near future.
Yours sincerely,
DAVID COOPER.
Tilehurst, Reading, Berks.
18th.September 1969.

<011Z7
Dear Editor,

I hope that Sir Frank was not so insulted by the tone of last issues's
'open letter' that he has dismissed the points which Josher was making.
Having myself navigated extensively this year I must confess that what
Josher says is absolutely true, and I share his concern. Even the Llangollen Canal, prize
'cruiseway' that it is, suffers from rotten gates and rickety paddle gear.
We too were horrified at the deterioration of the Cheshire Locks, so aptly
described by Josher. This flight would be less depressing if the gates were painted and the
grass kept down. I nearly fell into a derelict lock chamber at one point because long grass
and bushes growing out of the brickwork obscured the edge. Accidents happen where maintenance is neglected.
The summit level from Harecastle to Etruria was one pale green carpet of
duckweed, harbouring frequent barrages of timber, plastic bags and other hazardous flotsam three miles of misery, yet one of the most scenically interesting stretches on the whole trip.
And let us dispel, once and for all, the myth that cessation of working
boats means cheaper maintenance. I have never had to de-weed on the Grand Union main line
until this year when commercial carrying has stopped on the Warwick section. At Long
Itchington our propellor had to be cleared no less than four times within half a mile, while
the lock chambers hereabouts were almost choked with matted weed. Outside the Museum at
Stoke Bruerne weeds grow right across the waterway to within a few inches of the surface.
Clearly every effort must be made to encourage the passage of loaded working boats. One day
British Waterways might consider abolishing tolls on these craft in recognition of the weed
cutting expenses saved over many miles of canal.
One final point; Josher mentioned the garish motorway type signs of B.W.
but what about the latest threat - those gigantic pub notice boards that have appeared this •
year on several canal bridges? As roadside advertisements (read at anything up to 70m.p.h.
or beyond) these notices are first class, but please not on the canals where something far
more modest and discreet is adequate. The beautiful roving bridge near Gayton Junction is
now dominated by a huge brewers notice advertising their pub 4 mile away; the notice is
legible from the same distance: There is a smaller version on the bridge below Napton
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Bottom Lock, and there are others.If some check is not made NOW on the size, number and
location of tradesmen's notices, every village bridge will be covered with brewers, grocers,
and garage proprietors notices.
We may have won the fight for the general physical retention of the waterways, but we have not yet begun the fight for their soul.

•

Yours sincerely,
THOMAS R. CHRISTIE.
•

•

+

Merton, London, S.W.19.
llth.September 1969.

■E10(C‘
Dear Madam,

I have been a member of the Inland Waterways Association Ltd. (and the London
and Home Counties Branch) for about four years. During this time I have taken as active a
part as possible, within the framework of personal and business commitments, in the activities
of the Association. It may be that during these years 'Josher' has had something to say in
praise of the British Waterways Board - if this is so it certainly escaped my notice.
I am only too aware of the enormous debt that comparative newcomers like myself owe to the stalwarts of the Association who have fought so hard over the years to keep
the canal system in its present state. It does, however, seem a great shame that branch
journals such as 'Windlass' and 'Navigation' should seem only to exist to provide a platform
for the extremist views expressed regularly by 'Josher' and others.
In his article in the September issue of 'Windlass' he has the heading 'An
Independent View of the Waterways Scene by the Man on the Towpath' and it is obvious from the
text that the writer is neither independent nor on the towpath.
I am personally quite convinced that the wind of change has long blown through
the British Waterways Board and that this Association ought, from time to time, express its
thanks for the considerable amount of work they surely do. Indeed if more moderate views were,
from time to time, expressed I am certain that the board would listen with far more interest
to all that we have to say.
I have just returned from a fortnights cruising holiday and while the general standard of maintenance is well below that which we would all desire, I am quite sure
that the board, within the limits of their capabilities, do an excellent job. May I say a
thank you for a trouble free cruise.(indeed a further thanks for the considerable effort put
into the dredging around Nuneaton.)
Perhaps I might also add a few 'heretical' comments on one or two other
topics that have received a lot of publicity recently.
Any mention of the Banbury Marina brings forth regular cries of anguish. I
do not know whether 'Josher' has recently been to Banbury, but I passed through this town
three or four years ago. If the board need a marina and consider this to be a good place for
it, I for one, should be delighted to see some money put into a dismal pIrt of the canal and I
hope that it will encourage Banbury Council to take more interest in their canal.
A great deal has been written recently about the continuance of narrow boat
trading and it has many times been suggested that a very good reason for the continuation of
narrow boats on the canal is that there very passage helps keep the canal clear for pleasure
boaters. This may be so, but to suggest this as a serious reason for a continuation of trading
boats is utter folly. If narrow boat trading is a viable proposition it will stand or fall on
purely commercial considerations. I am sure all of us would like to see narrow boats continuing,
but if private companies are not able to make money from them, then they must go.
'Josher' carps about experimental gear. Can we not give some encouragement
to the British Waterways Board until such time as these experiments prove to be a failure.
I used some of this new gear at Atherstone only a few weeks ago and was quite impressed.
From time to time we hear the diehards ranting on about converting all the
narrow locks to take wide beam craft. It is quite obvious that such a state of affairs will not
come to pass in the foreseeable future. As every pleasure boater knows narrow locks are far
simpler to negotiate and I would shed no tears if any wide lock that needed rebuilding was built
to a narrow standard. Another bone of contention has been the removal in some wide locks of
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of gate paddles. While the narrow boatmen find this an inconvenience, I am sure that the
small amount of extra time taken to negotiate the lock is of no importance to the pleasure
boater. If there is a genuine reason, presumably saving in cost for in some oases removing
gate paddles altogether, I see no reason why this policy should not continue.
I am sure that my views are shared by a good proportion of the I.W.A. member..
ship and I think that for the good of all canal enthusiasts some more moderate comments appearing in print from time to time would go a long way to convince the aurhorities that we do
really do have a reasonable policy worthy of consideration.
Finally, I am well aware that the protests my remarks may raise will be
prefaced by the argument 'Ah but he has not lived through the last 25 or 30 years and had the
disillusionnents we have had'. Let us all look into the future rather than back in history.
Yours faithfully,
P.THOMPSON.
JOSHER writes: Mr Thompson raises some interesting points, and I should like to comment on
some of them. Firstly, may I refer him to 'Windlass' numbers 58, 59, 67 and 71 for praise
of B.W.B. in my own column. From time to time the Editor has published similar comments when
B.W. have done something extra to the efficient carrying out of their job. Are we to be
expected to praise them for merely doing what they are there to do? If a wind of change has
blown through the Board, then it appears to have been more Beaufort Scale Force 3 than what
was needed - Force 12.
It is obviously ridiculous to expect the Editor to drop'the sub-heading
to my column on the one occasion when I was writing purely as a boater; how many times, I
wonder, has the opinion of 'The Man in the Street' been given in the street? The column has
always been a personal and independent one - although the support shown for the views expressed therein reveals they are shared by many.
The particular flights of locks which the Association has urged should be
widened are Watford and Foxton flights on the Leicester section of the Grand Union; this
would allow the passage of wide beam boats from the south to reach the wide waterways of the
north east. To rebuild all narrow locks to wide gauge would involve bridge widening on an
uneconomic scale. Mr Thompson says he would shed no tears if all wide locks were rebuilt
narrow. Not even for all the thousands of boat owners on the Thames and other rivers who
would be denied the beauties of the wide gauge canals? Where will the Kennet & Avon get its
boats from - the boats necessary to make a waterway pay - if its locks are rebuilt seven
feet wide? Not from the Thames: Nor the Bristol Avon and the Severn.
If gate paddles are omitted from new lock gates there may well be a
.saving in cost; removing them from existing gates only saves a drop of oil. Speed of passage
through a lock may well need to be taken into account if, as Sir Frank is quoted as saying
in the 'Daily Telegraph' the canals wibecome crowded by 1980.
Major C.B. Grundy, then Chairman of this Branch, wrote in 'Windlass' in
1961: 'May I remind members that the I.W.A. is first and foremost a fighting organisation and
that it is the duty of all of us to do our best to prevent the excesses of British Waterways'.
I remain unconvinced that the position is any different now.
THE EDITOR writes: I would like to reply to Mr Thompson's remark that 'Windlass' seems only
to exist to provide a platform for extremist views. As Editor of this magazine I have always
tried to strike a balance between campaigning material, news, features, and light entertainment. If moderate views are not often expressed it must be because their exponents are less
articulate.
Letters are always welcome, but as space is limited, please keep them as brief as
possible. Name and address must be supplied, anonymous letters go straight on the spike. The
length of the letters in this issue precludes the publication of those held over from the
last issue. Josher's comments above take the place of the regular column, which will be back
next month.
THAMES LOCK CLOSURES. The July Editorial on the subject of the curtailment of lock manning
hours gave the figure of 400 as being the possible amount cruising time per year to be lost
under the new scheme. This figure was incorrect, and we regret having mislead our readers.
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"The Thames and Severn Canal" Humphry Household. David & Charles. 237pp. 50/—
Without doubt this is the most detailed and comprehensive study of an individual waterway to be published to 'date in this series. It represents a lifetime's work for
the author, being a condensation of a thesis prepared for the University of Bristol. He
describes in a very readable style the life history of this great waterway which was the
first to link Birmingham, Bristol and London together.
For over 150 years preceding its opening in 1789 proposals had been put forward for its construction. And yet when it was built it suffered by being an early canal in
as much as civil engineering and canal expertise were still in their infancies. As a result
the Thames & Severn Canal was constructed with several important defects that were subsequently
to trouble it for the rest of its operational life. The original survey was carried out by
Robert Whitworth in the wet season and he overestimated the amount of water available to the
summit level. At the same time he underestimated the porosity of 'some bad rocky ground' in
the same area. These two factors contributed to the chronic water shortage throughout the life
of the canal which was never solved despite the installation of wind and steam pumps.
Sapperton Tunnel also gave 1,he canal engineers many headaches both during
its construction and in later years. Part of the tunnel lay through beds of Fullers Earth which
expands when brought into contact with water. After a time the clay lining of the tunnel trace,:
ked, water Ascaped, the Fullers Earth expanded, and deformations of the tunnel resulted.
With a more thorough survey as would have been possible at the end of the
canal age it is likely that the faults could have been avoided with the result that the canal
could still be with us as a navigation.
Gloucestershire County Council spent £30,000 early this century (probably
equivalent to £200,000 nowadays) in putting the canal into working order, but sufficient
traffic to make it a paying proposition never materialised. Maintenance ceased about 1915, to
be followed by abandonment of the main portion in 1927. As Charles Hadfield says in his
poignant forword the interest in pleasure boating came 30 years too late to save the Thames
& Severn.
Fortunately many of the Canal Company's records have been preserved, and
from these Humphrey Household has been able to compile a story full of human interest. The
Company treated its staff very well, and there was a great sense of loyalty between them. Many
of them served for over forty years in the service of the canal.
Meanwhile the remains of the corpse linger on. Canal enthusiasts come and
go but most of them at some time or another come to look and dream of restoration. This would
now seem very unlikely, but the next best thing is to read this fascinating history, which is
well illustrated with many half page photographs and line drawings. Highly recommended.
*

"Canal and River Towpath Walks in the Home Counties" London & Home Counties
Branch,IWA.

57-

For some years now the Branch has produced a series of cruising booklets
'Waterways of the Home Counties'. In each case a high standard of production has been achieved
which is essential if these guides are to be sold outside of the Branch membership.
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This latest booklet has maintained this tradition, featuring on its front cover a
most attractive colour picture of a working narrow boat on the Aylesbury Arm. The vertical
page size, 34"x84', makes for easy stowage and also helps in the layout of the strip maps
which are used to help in the de.cription of the ten walks. The walks vary in length from
four to 18 miles, and information regarding access, public transport, and hours of refreshment are given in each case (no reference is made to the quality of the various ales:)
The next best thing to cruising on canals is to walk along the towpath, and many
of our members will have made their first aquaintance with waterways in this way. If others
come to know of their fascination by means of this booklet them it will have more than justified its publication.
* "Industrial Archaeology of Lancashire" 0ffon Ashmore. David & Charles. 352pp. 50/In the last few years there has been a great awakening of interest in
industrial archaeology. The movement is to be welcomed as it will enable future generations
to appreciate these industrial works which we take for granted but which are fast disappearing
all around us.
Space precludes more than a brief mention of this volume which is in two
parts - a chapter by chapter survey of railways, canals, ports, textiles, coal,etc.,etc.,
and a geographical gazeteer of sites of interest. Of particular interest to our readers will
be the section on canal and river navigations, although anyone interested in the developement
of this region with its interdependance of transport and raw materials will find the whole
volume worthwhile. Well illustrated throughout.
"British Canals" Charles Hadfield. lith. Edition. David & Charles. 50/Such has been the demand for this work that a new edition has now been
produced. Only a few minor text a],terations have been made.lt can now be regarded as the key
volume to the 'Canals of the British Isles' series. The previous edition was reviewed in
'Windlass' no. 59, February 1967.
DAVID COOPER.

Do you
recognise
her ?
she is a fine Broads cruiser as used by one of the best Norfolk yards and
one of our fleet (two, three, four and six berth) cruising Irish waterways. Our boats
travel the Grand Canal, Barrow and Shannon. Our rates are reasonable and you
have no travelling expenses after Dublin, as free transport is laid on to our base.
Our broad clear canal has only 24 locks in the 80 miles from Lucan (our base) to the
Shannon. You'll meet the nicest people and have the holiday of a lifetime. Why
not write now for a free brochure to

Phone: 301511 & 302310

JOY LINE CRUISERS LTD. - 18 Berkeley Street, Dublin 7
Please mention WINDLASS when replying to advertisements
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1. Where is Slapton Lock?
2. Who said: 'Nothing is impossible except to a canal company'?
3. Who said: 'We were not experts and therefore did not know what could not be done,. ....
by not knowing anything about normal methods of doing jobs, we found ways which were
within our own capabilities but which would not have been considered by experts' ?
4. Where is Foulridge Tunnel?. 5. Where is Baitsbite Lock? 6. Where is Monkey Mabsh Lock?
Answers to John Bodwell,Wychbold,19 Drill Hall Road,Chertsey,Surrey,by October 31st.please.
ANSWERS TO QUIZ NO. 13.
1. The Goldsworth Flight is on the Basingstoke Canal; there are five locks.
2. The New Junction Canal's full title is 'The Aire and Calder and Sheffield and Yorkshire
New Junction Canal'; it links the two waterways (surprise'.) from Bramwith on the S. & S.
Y.N. to a point on the A.& C.N. about seven miles west of Goole and is itself five and
a half miles long.
3. The Haddiscoe Cut is on the Broads and links the Rivers Yore and Waveney.
4. The main source of water for the Basingstoke Canal comes from springs inside Greywell
tunnel; surface water drains and streams also run into the Canal.
5. The summit pound of the Kennet & Avon Canal is only two miles but it was built deeper
because of this.
6. L.A.N.T. stands for the Lower Avon Navigation Trust, a voluntary body which took over,
restored and runs the Lower Avon from Tewkesbury to Evesham. Membership forms for this
splendid trust can be obtained from Gable End, The Holloway, Pershore, Worcs.
G.U.C.S. stands for the'Grand Union Canal Society which is fighting for the Slough Arm,
and keeps a watchful eye over the Grand Union Canal. Applications for membership (basic
17/6 a year) should be sent to Halfway House,,Cassiobridge, Watford, Herts.

If you are prepared to work for the
future of our waterways - - - Read

Navvies Notebook
Subscription for twelve months 5/ post free
from G. Palmer 4 Wentworth Court,Wentworth Ave, N 3

CANAL PLEASRECRAFT (Stourport) LTD.
Tel: 2970

STOURPURT-OIA-SEVERN, WORCS.

Established in 1950 and the first to design and build Motor Cruisers
especially for use on the whole of the Canal and River network.
From Stourport and Stone
2 to 6 berth cruisers or hire
Closed-circuit Keel Cooling
*. Hot water to all cabins
)1f, .Large fully opening windows
*
Gas cokiiig with oven and grill
*
Pye 'transistor kilt-in radio

*
*
*
*
*

Electric Shaving point
Large Refrigerator
Formica Surfaces
Electric Lights
Dunlopillo Cushions

ilust ated Brochure on request
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NANTWICTC P1144.:ASITftr: CRAFT
BASIN END
The ideal place to start

AT4VlCH, CHESHIRE
4

-

berth specialiy built hire boats.

All communicatiom

SIMOLDA LTD. „,....nat !h!dders znd Bodt Hirers)
MARTIN SIT7.77 (a1
.' Earle Street),

CREWE

"Snipe"

Model A 3000

BOAT TRAILERS

Capacity length 22 ft.
Cacat,tr weight 27 cwt.
6155.0.0

Available from 200 lbs. to
36 cwt. capacity, for boats
from 10 ft. to 20 ft. in length.
Write for our fully illustrated
folders giving details of all
models.

Motfti l41r
we;Eht 550 !bt.
ft.
4444

AM

V

LEW-WAYS LTD.
Watling Street, Cannock,
Staffs.
Telephone: Brownhills 2565

