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The Chairman's Column
1 am sure that everyone will agree that the First Annual Dinner of our Branch at the Hotel
Rembrandt on 2nd Jannary, proved to be a thoroughly successful and memorable evening.
The menu and service were first class and the room a very attractive and suitable one. The
Dinner was attended by 83 people and all enjoyed the inspiring and well-received address by the
Founder, Mr. Robert Aickman, the delightfully amusing remarks of Mr. Frank Muir and the interesting and intriguing speech of that famous waterway writer and photographer, Mr. Eric de Mare.
Our Hon. Secretary, Capt. Grundy, dealt very capably with the toast to the Guests and we thank
them all very much for attending. I, for one, shall look forward to our 1959 Dinner! It was
cheering to see Mr. Aickman looking so much better after his recent three-month enforced rest
following chronic over-work.
We were somewhat unfortunate on the 5th December, for which evening was scheduled a film
show with a commentary by Mr. Lee, of the Midlands Branch. The day had been an appallingly
foggy one and although the fog cleared considerably in the evening, the attendance was reduced
from the normal 80 or 90, to about 30. Mr. Lee was indisposed at the last moment but kindly
arranged for his films to be sent down to London by train and Capt. Grundy deputised most ably
as commentator. At the conclusion of the showing of Mr. Lee's films, as there was some time to
,..pare, I showed a film of a cruise which I carried out with friends some two years ago on the canals
of the Midlands and Cheshire.
The Annual General Meeting of the main Association, which took place on 11th January,
again demonstrated the great enthusiasm and interest of members in our cause. There was a packed
hall at the Royal Society of Arts, with all seats crammed, members seated in all the aisles and
standing on every available square inch of space.
A lively meeting was most ably controlled by our President, Sir Alan Herbert. As Chairman,
he performed the remarkable feats of getting the business completed dead on schedule, of keeping
everyone in order and almost everyone in good humour. A truly remarkable accomplishment. As most
members will know, on the recommendation of the Council made as a result of a Council Meeting
that same morning, a resolution was passed authorising changes in the constitution of the Association to be dealt with by postal ballot. This ballot is now being arranged but before it takes
place, a further Special General Meeting will be necessary.
Your Branch Committee were cheered by the splendid number of Branch members present and
I would ask all Branch members to be as faithful in attending this second General Meeting, of which
notice will be sent out shortly, as they were in attending the A.G M. Your Committee are quite
unanimous in supporting the policy of the Founder, in regard to the re-constitution of the Association as a non-profit making Company, limited by guarantee, and we feel beyond any doubt that
Robert Aickman is by far the best man to lead the Association.

I feel much obliged to the worthy Editor of " The Windlass," for his splendid work in
producing our Branch magazine, not least his energy in obtaining advertisement orders, which help
considerably towards the heavy printing and distributing costs. I would emphasize that we welcome
contributions and photographs from members, of which we receive little or none at the present time.
Suggestions for our Social and Outings Programme are also very welcome.
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SECRETARY'S NOTES
Rather a long time has elapsed since your secretary's notes appeared in " The Windlass."
None appeared in the last edition owing to my only just having taken over these duties from
Mrs. Loveridge.
As those of you who have been able to attend our meetings will know the Branch has been
busy with both social and campaign activities. During the winter season we have had two film
shows, a car treasure hunt and our first annual dinner. As announced elsewhere there will be one
more social event before the end of the winter season. Your Committee has continued to meet regularly at approximately monthly intervals throughout the winter and I am sure that members will
be pleased to hear that at our last meeting we planned a series of canal trips to be held during the
coming season.
Your Committee has not only discussed social matters but, far more important, it and its
sub-committees have continued to fight for the preservation and restoration of the Waterways of
the Home Counties.
An important event has taken place since these notes last appeared — the annual National
Boat Show which was held at Olympia during the first eleven days of January. This year on the
" Maid " Line Cruisers stand our Chairman showed his Maid Mary-Jennifer, the boat in which he
recently made his record breaking journey from Birmingham to London—Operation Flyboat. This
boat is of particular interest as with its beam of only 7ft. it can be used on any of our Inland
Waterways. Although most of the boats shown are too wide or otherwise unsuitable for use on
ail our Inland Waterways, it was pleasant to find that many exhibitors take much more interest
in the use of Inland Waterways than they did in the past.
I have also noticed that during the past few weeks all the illustrated magazines have been
full of ideas for summer holidays and in almost every case one of the suggestions is for a holiday
on the canals.
C.B.G.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
THURSDAY, MARCH 13th. At " The Princess Louise," High Holborn,
at 7.30 p.m. for 8. Mr. E. R. Slack, who is Assistant Honorary Secretary of the N.W. Branch, will show some of his films (in colour). Mr.
Slack is the owner of the very lovely canal cruiser " Teal " which is well
known to so many members.
Please reserve the following dates:—
SU N DAY, MAY 4th. An all day trip on the Medway from Maidstone to
Twyford and back.

SUNDAY, JUNE 8th. The Wey Navigation, an excursion from New Haw
to Guildford.

SUNDAY, JULY 13th. A trip on the Kennet and Avon.
SEPTEMBER—date to be fixed. A narrow boat outing on the Grand
Union.
Full details of these events will appear in subsequent issues of " The
Windlass."
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Waterways of the Home Counties
3.— THE

RIVER LEE

The River Lee is one of the northern tributaries of the lower Thames rising out of Springs
in Leagrave Marshes about three miles to the North West of Luton. After passing through the
grounds of Luton Hoo, the river flows to the South East to Wheathampstead, Brocket Hall and
Lemsford Mill. Here detergent foam collects and at times rises many feet into the air creating
a Christmas card scene in mid-Summer. Passing under the Great North Road at Stanborough, near
Welwyn Garden City, the river winds its way through Hatfield Park, turns East to Woolmers Park
and then E.N.E. to Hertford.
A little above Hertford the Lee is joined by the waters of the Mimram and after leaving the
grounds of Hertford Castle the river passes under .the main thoroughfare of the town. It is here
that the Lee Navigation commences. The wharves which, at one time, were busy handling grain,
timber and coal, are now deserted and it is many years since barges passed along this part of the
river. Although the local Sea Scouts may be seen rowing their dinghies, this stretch of the river
is in a very poor condition, for where at one time there were four feet of water, silt and rubbish
can now be seen breaking the surface.
Some three-quarters of a mile below the town is the first lock, where the valley widens considerably with the wooded grounds of Ware Park on the left and meadows, known as the meads
or Kingsmead, to the right. At this point the waters of the Lee are augmented by the Rivers Bean
and Rib which collcet their water from the Northern parts of Hertfordshire.
In the 1920's sailing barges were scmetimes seen on this stretch of the river and they made a
fine sight as they slid past the wooded slopes, drying their sails in the morning sun. The tanned
sails of the barges have given place to the white sails of the modern homebuilt dinghly, for here
many a Hertford boy learns to sail.
This spot is connected by tradition with the final overthrow of the Danes by King Alfred.
Our history books tell us that after the consolidation of Saxon England into a Monarchy under
Egbert (828), our country was subjected to frequent raids from the Danes. Crossing the North Sea
in their barques they made their way up the streams and rivers. We are told that one horde
sailed up the Lee to Ware and here they are supposed to have constructed a Weir to form a harbour
of 'this part of the valley ; hence the name of the town. King Alfred is said to have stopped the
flow of the tide by means of a dam at Blackwall and lfy diverting the course of the river at Waltham.
The Danish ships being stranded, their crews abandoned them and marohed to Quart Bridge on the
Severn where they were followed and completely overthrown by King Alfred.
After passing the second lock the river flows past the Priory, at one time the home of Monks,
on through the town of Ware. The riverside on the left bank is attractive with ' Gaze-bows ' and
gardens and the cowls of the maltings form a picturesque feature of the landscape. It is here that
the barge traffic now terminates and for many a year Ware has been well known for its boatmen.
It is most refreshing to learn that over the last few years there has been a slight increase in this
trade. These are the waters Isaac Walton loved so well, as those who read "The Complete Angler"
will learn and many still follow in his footsteps.
The river now changes its direction and flows to the South to Stanstead Abbotts. In a backwater in the centre of the town a flourishing boatyard is to be found where Mr. Banks is turning
out some very attractive small cruisers. The recently formed Lee and Stort Cruising Club have
their headquarters at this yard and many types of motor cruisers may be seen. The Lee divides
the parishes of Stansead Abbotts and Saint Margarets and arrives at Rye House, now an amusement centre with its boats for hire, roller skating rink, dance hall, and cinder track, but formerly
known as a spot where if a certain plot had been successful King Charles II would have been
murdered.
Immediately below Rye House the waters of the Lee are joined by the Stort, a river full of
interest but very little used.
At Dobbs Weir, a weir just below the confluence of the Lee and Stort, a trout weighing
12 lbs. 4 ozs. was said to have been caught in 1881; no doubt the various angling societies who
fish in these waters can give authentic information as to whether this record has been beaten.
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After passing Carthagena Lock the river reaches Broxbourne, a favourite haunt of all those
who love the water. Here the river is wide, the banks attractive and at any weekend during the
summer the place throngs with people in, on, or by the river.
For the casual boat user Mr. Sykes has a wide cho'ce of hire craft, he is also well known as
the builder of first class dinghies.
The Broxbourne Rowing and Sailing Clubs have many enthusiastic oarsmen and helmsmen ;
long slim fours, pairs and singles can be seen in action while the helmsmen of International 14's,
Rocket Merlins, National 12 s, Cadets and Moths sail on this stretch of the river.

►

Overlooked by the hills of Essex, the navigation cut leaves the bed of the old river at Kings
Weir. After passing numerous mills and glasshouses, the Lee reaches Waltham Abbey, or Waltham
Holy Cross, then on to Enfield Lock. From here the Barge River follows the course of the old
stream to Ponders End. The navigation, after cutting off an angle of Essex, again crosses the old
channel and continues towards London leaving the old river at Lea Bridge and rejoining it again
at Old Ford. From here a canal connects it with the Regent Canal and another with the Thames
at Limehouse.
The real mouth of the river, which is called Bow Creek, is at Barking. Rising in Bedfordshire and flowing across Hertfordshire to the junction of the Stort the old river then divides the
counties of Essex and Hertfordshire; below Waltham it divides the former county from Middlesex.
The Lee basin which may be described as a triangle with its Southern angle at the junction
with the Thames and its N. Western and N. Eastern angles being near Houghton Regis in Bedfordshire and Henham-on-the-Hill in Essex, has an area of about 5C0 square miles.
The Lee is navigable as far as Hertford, although the upper reaches are not now used by
commercial craft, a distance of twenty eight miles with 19 locks. It has been navigable since time
immemorial and in the reign of Queen E'izabeth I the parliament legislated for the navigation of
the river. London depends on the Lee for part of its water supply thus making the river one of
considerable importance.
H. A. H. BURGESS
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The Wey and Arun Canal
(This article is reproduced from " Motor Boat and
Yachting " by kind permission of the Editor,
F. H. Snoxell, Esq.)
IT IS NOW more than eighty years since a barge sailing from the Thames to the English
Channel traversed the Surrey and Sussex hills by means of the Wey and Arun Junction Canal.
Opened with much ceremony in 1816, it promised to become a national highway to the Sea. But
the failure of the Portsmouth and Arundel canal changed its destiny and left it instead to carry
a substantial local traffic between London, Littlehampton and the market towns of the Western
Weald. Then, as railways gradually circumvented its course, its trade dwindled and the navigation
fell into disuetude.
A few years before it was closed, however, a small book appeared entitled : " The Thames to
the Solent by Canal and Sea or the Log of the Una Boat ` Caprice ' " by J. B. Dashwood. The
account of his voyage through the Wey and Arun Canal is unique ; not on7'y is it the only one to
describe the waterway during its working days, but it is the earliest account of a tourist expedition
in canal literature, of which few copies today exist. The book is written showing the author as a
pioneer of this kind of amusement and his intention is to make known to other sailing enthusiasts
a novel way of spending a short holiday. Indeed, it is interesting to note that there are no descriptions of barges nor of the people working them since they were regarded, not as picturesque but as
commonplace, which was natural enough considering waterways were still a familiar means of
transport.
There are no detailed descriptions of the canal, and those of the localities through which he
passes are taken from Aubrey or one of Murray s handbooks. Nevertheless, the whole gives a good
impression of the semi-derelict state of the canal at that time. If the factual information given is
often inaccurate, it is relatively unimportant ; for instance, describing the Arun Canal he says :
" We had about three locks to pass before we arrived at the great Pallingham Lock, which is the
largest I ever saw—about 40 feet long and 30 feet deep, and wide enough for two barges to lie
alongside each other." It would indeed be an incredible lock, but Dashwood was no judge of distance,
although as he had to fill this basin single-handed, the mistake is perhaps understandable.
The book has its humorous moments, and one can imagine Dashwood's surprise when he
reached Bramley to learn that the canal from Ford to Chichester Harbour had been closed for the
past eleven years and was now filled in in places and quite dry. (It had probably been closed even
lqnger.) The narrative also provides hints on how best to open the locks and tells us that they
provided themselves with umbrellas, a gallon of beer and a portable India-rubber bath.
On July 8, 1867, Dashwood decided to leave Weybridge in his una boat " Caprice " with
the intention of sailing through Surrey and Sussex to the Solent, to watch the Naval Review at
Spithead in honour of the Sultan of Turkey's visit. A pony was hired to tow the boat to the Channel,
and because of the low clearance of many of the bridges the twenty-foot mast was unshipped and a
seven-foot towing mast substituted. Accompanied by his wife and a " porn ", they set out in fine
weather and, arriving at Thames Lock, borrowed a lock-key and paid the five shillings toll to
Guildford.
Proceeding with a groom leading their pony, they traversed a long avenue lined with tall alders
and spanned with rustic bridges. " The day was hot and the cool shade most refreshing; the
banks were covered with luxuriant ferns and wild flowers, and the white and yellow waterlilies,
floating on the smooth surface of the water, lent enchantment to the view." Emerging upon
Newhaw Lock, they came up with a barge and ascended together. The opening and shutting of
many of the lock hatches was an unpleasant and difficult operation as most of them were stiff and
all were awkwardly placed in the centre of the gates. Some fifteen to twenty minutes were required
for passing through a lock, while the greatest hindrance to rapid progress was the number of fivebarred gates across the tow-path.
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Admiring the woodlands of St. George's Hill on their left, they soon came to Wethal Lodge
where an entralling game of croquet was in progress. Passingley
*is Common and Newark Priory,
they drank beer with the haymakers at the little inn by Pirford Lock and lunched at Send. After
Triggs Lock, they passed by Sutton Place, the former home of Sir Richard Westall, who was chiefly
responsible for the building of the Wey navigation. By now their day was far advanced and the
great heat had given place to a calm and lovely evening. " . . . we glided along the banks gay
with water iris, both yellow and blue, the pretty little forget-me-nots in quantities, the large
ranunculus, with no end of other pretty wild flowers, the air fragrant with the scent of new-mown
hay and the delicious smelling meadow-sweet."

►

Beyond Bower's Lock, they entered Stoke Park and at the mill showed their waybill to the
toll-keeper. Then, as night was falling they reached Guildford. The town was alive with excitement as the Foresters' Fete was in progress, with the bands of the Volunteers parading the streets
in all directions. Mooring their boat under the old bridge, they left it in charge of the boatman
on the quay and spent the night at the White Lion.
Leaving the town early next morning, they were not encouraged to see a small screw steamer
from Brighton thoroughly disabled. The weeds on the lower part of the canal had been so thick
that they had completely fouled her propeller, and to make matters worse she had burst her boilers.
For Dashwood there was, however, a compensation in being able to open locks with a winch from
terra firma instead of having to wield a crowbar while sitting astride a gate suspended above the
water.
The first serious check to their journey occurred at St. Catherine's Lock. Passing through
the lock they found less than a foot of water, a Id after some hundred yards, they became stuck
in the mud. Unable to move or to land, they were seen by a women who informed them that they
had no business to be there as the water had been let off for nine days to effect mill repairs. They
pleaded and she became more amiable and informed them where they might find a lock-keeper,
who alone could help them. While their groom went off in search of him, a large herd of " formidablelooking oxen " drew themselves up in line and charged down upon them. . . . But, as Dashwood
says, the animals on reaching the bank were almost as astonished as they to find the river empty,
and turned away.
Eventually, they were released from their predicament (half a crown did the trick), but already
it was too late to reach Loxwood that night. By Stonebridge, where they entered the Wey and
Arun canal, the water was again very shallow, for the canal company had little money in its coffers
to spend on scouring the channel.
On their arrival at Bramley Wharf they met William Stanton, the superintendent of the
canal at the Guildford end, and a coal merchant whose barges travelled regularly between London,
Bramley and Littlehampton.
He informed them that the Ford section of the Portsmouth canal was derelict, and as they
were unwilling to take their frail craft into the open sea the party decided to return and once
again became stuck in the shallows at Shalford.
While waiting to be released from this predicament, they changed their minds again on the
toss of a coin and returned to Bramley to spend the night ; but, finding no suitable accommodation,
they went by train to Guildford.
Chapter IV describes their third day's trip from Bramley to Newbridge. In consequence of
the shortage of water in the canal, and the company's rule that no pleasure craft could travel
through the canal without a bargee to work the locks, they took with them a young lad of 19,
George Cox. The weather continued fine, and the scenery beyond Bramley was greatly praised. The
bridges had a bare-seven-foot headroom and the iron draw-bridge at Whipley Manor had to be opened.
Shaded by the woodland, their progress was hampered only by the double swing gates which were
impossible to ride through and necessitated the freeing of the tow-rope at almost every field. The
varied scenery of the canal was constantly admir_,d, and at half-past one they reached Loxwood
where they had a picnic lunch.
23

They liked the appearance of the Onslow Arms but lingered no longer than an hour or so in
the village before pressing forward to Billingshurst. The countryside between there and Newbridge
is described as " decidedly ugly, with flat water-meadows on either side," an opinion that is hardy
substantiated by its present-day appearance. The canal, however, became very weedy as they neared
Rowner Lock, where George Cox, who had been of the greatest assistance to them, left to return
to Bramley after receiving his ten-shilling fee. On arriving at Newbridge, the terminal point of
the Wey and Arun, they set off to Billingshurst, a mile and a half distant, where they spent the
night at the Kings Arms.
Next morning Dashwood was awake at half-past four and roused the house, for they had to
be at Coldwaltham Lock by noon to catch the first of the ebb tide. " After a bit the little inn
was in a bustle—hot and cold water for shaving, and baths to any amount, and boots polished like
mirrors." A capital breakfast and a brisk walk to Newbridge and they were off again by seven. #1
At Lording's Lock they made no mention of the aqueduct but observed the lock-keeper's wife and
her two pretty daughters making butter. The " Oarsman's Guide " states that slight refreshment
could be obtained there, " scanty accommodation also, but to a very limited extent." Indeed, as
the lock-house had only two tiny bedrooms in which a family of four or more were housed, one
would have been lucky to have been given a chair in the parlour.
if
Dashwood then found the scenery more to his liking, although it was substantially the same
as that which he described as decidedly ugly. The early morning sunshine, the meadows dotted
with cattle, the larks in full song and the canal banks clothed with flowers of every hue and colour
accounts, he says, for the difference.
They then came to the " great Pallingham Lock " which was the largest he ever saw. A
shilling toll -n as paid at the lock-house which is referred to as the receiving-house of the Arun Canal
Company. Beyond Stopham they entered the Bother, which was under the same company's management and was still paying its way in spite of the railway, and formerly producing a very comfortable
' dividend. At Hardham Lock their boat nearly sank with Mrs. Dashwood on board when it became
wedged under an iron foot-bridge.
However, all was well and Dashwood punted the " Caprice " through Hardham tunnel by
means of the boathook against the roof. " In the middle it became quite dark, and we could only
just guide ourselves by means of the bright outlet at the end. The roof was covered with stalactites,
and in places the water fell upon us from crevices above in heavy drops, so that we had to try
and steer clear of them where we heard their splashes on the water below."
After, passing through this subterranean passage in about ten minutes, they waited for their
groom who had to lead the pony over the top as there was no tow-path through the tunnel. By
half-past twelve they arrived at the last lock at Coldwaltham where they found the tide had begun
to ebb. After a pause to visit Amberley Castle, they reached Houghton where the towing path
ended. From there they were forced to row the remaining eight miles to Arundel, partly against the
tide. 'After a visit to the castle, they commenced the last stage of their journey to Littlehampton
the same evening. " The appearance of the river now showed us that we were evidently approaching
the sea. Its great width, the shipping in the distance and the number of small craft of every
description dotted about—some busy fishing and some anchored, some under sail—presented a veity
animated appearance."
Cautioned against the chains of the floating bridge, they reached Littlehampton at about halfpast eight, so that the actual time taken in travelling the 61 miles from Weybridge to Littlehampton during the four days was between 28-30 hours, during which time they passed through
43 locks and were charged 12 shillings in tolls..
The sixth chapter describes the last part of their journey to the Solent and their destination
at Lymington, while the last is devoted to some allusions to the capabilities and rigging of Una
boats. In conclusion, Dashwood thanks his readers for their perseverance in perusing his " little
tale " and hopes that it may encourage those who possess a small sailing-boat to spend a holiday
in this way without much expenditure of time or money. But the same year as Dashwood's book
was published the Act of Abandonment was passed, and, within four 'years of his voyage, the Wey
and Arun canal was closed.
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From the Editors Cabin
Although there are a good many magazines devoted to boats and boating, there has not been
a weekly newspaper devoted to the subject since the War. However, the omission has been made
good by the introduction of " Yachting & Motor Boat Weekly." This paper made its debut on
January 2nd, and is published every Thursday. Although it started off at ninepence a copy the
publishers have been able to cut the price by threepence due to the unprecedented demand! The
.hlffitor of this paper, is, I am very glad to say, giving due prominence to canals with excellent
articles and topical illustrations ; news items are c:early set forth in an eye catching manner.
Our contemporary, Thames Barge Sailing Club Members' Bulletin, gives a vivid description of
narrow boats in the tideway (circa 1905) :—" Two monkey boats, lashed together, gay in bright
patterns of red, white and emerald green, drift past us in charge of a Thames Waterman. The
sunburnt women are very much out of their element in the crush of lighters and tugs and the
tumbling swell of the paddle boats. Tha bargees seem. to take a fiendish delight in scaring them
by calling out all sorts of confusing warning—" Look out! there's a wheelbarrow sunk there!" or,
" Mind! you'll be into something directly." I dare say they long for the old white horse and the
quiet waters of the Grand Junction Canal."
If you are planning an extensive cruise this summer, do not forget the Fenlands Branch
National Rally of Boats at Peterborough, August 1st to 5th inclusive.
Congratulations to Messrs. Andrews' for the excellent state of preservation of the very
beautiful Thames Skiff they exhibited at the Boat Show. As a sculling enthusiast I was delighted
to see such a fine example. I think it is a pity that, rowing club members excepted, so few boating
people handle a pair of sculls nowadays, let alone realize that this means of propulsion is far
from slow.
I hope I may be forgiven for once again bringing the Kennet and Avon Canal into these
notes! But a friend passed on to me a most intetresting newspaper cutting regarding the firm of
Messrs. Plenty & Son of Newbury who were well known for their reciprocating marine engines. The
original Mr. Plenty was the father of the modern lifeboat, and I would like to quote from. the
" Reading Mercury & Oxford Gazette " as under :—" In 1816 there sailed from Newbury, then a
busy " inland port " with its barge traffic and wharves, a craft destined to become the prototype of
many to wihch seafarers were to be deeply grateful when endangered not only off our own coasts
but abroad. It was " a boat of new construction for preserving lives," built by Mr. William
Plenty . . . . Called the " Experiment," the boat was launched at West Mills on July 2nd in the
presence of a great crowd. With more than 80 on board, including the proud inventor, she passed
down the Kennet & Avon Canal to Reading and on down the Thames to the London Docks. At
the docks Mr. Plenty demonstrated the " Experiment before Elder Brethren of Trinity House
and also Directors of The East India Company.
Of the 14 lifeboats stationed round our coasts in 1824, 11 were built at Newbury by Messrs.
Plenty.
Our representative for the Chelmer, Mr. John Marriage, tells me that quite a few things
have been happening on that waterway. A new pair of lock gates have been fitted at Paper Mill
Lock, whilst those at Little Baddow Lock have been repaired. At Paper Mill a weir has been
constructed to replace sluices formerly used in conjunction with a defunct mill. More dredging has
been carried out during the past year.
The owner of " Chelmsford Duke " (the well known barge horse) died quite recently ; however the future for the horse is being looked into by Mr. Marriage.
Whilst dealing with affairs in this part of the country it might be interesting to quote from
the " Gentleman's Magazine " dated Thursday, 11th September, 1188 :—" At a meeting of the committee for improving the new navigation of the river Thames, Mr. Alderman Clarke reported the
resolution of a meeting of the noblemen, gentlemen and other freeholders of the counties of Herts.,
Essex, Cambridge and Huntingdon, and the Isle of Ely at Great Chesterfield on the 5th instant,
when it was resolved, that an extension of the navigation already to Bishops Stortford into the
Cambridge river will be of great public utility that such extensions will be beneficial in a still
greater degree, by empowering commissioners to cleanse the old Ouze from Hermitage sluice to the
junction of the Granta or Cambridge river ; that it will tend more to the public utility, if in the
execution, the navigation is carried to the town of Saffron Walden, than if carried west to Audley
End House, as proposed by the plan taken by order of the City of London for the Thames Navigation
and canal ; and that they be requested to order a fresh survey of that part of the county of Essex,
necessary to explain the line of carrying it without injury to the proprietors of the land through
which it is to pass, etc."
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At Christms time it was good to see quite a few folk enjoying themselves on the water.
I was agreeably surprised to see a couple of parties going up the Thames in hire cruisers for a
few days holiday—on their way back they shouted " We made Bray," so no doubt they regaled
themselves at one of the excellent hostelries existing in that locality!
Boat minded youngsters should have been pleased with the December Meccano Magazine, not
only did it contain an excellent article on canals, but had a delightful coloured cover depicting a pair of
boats at Brentford. In this month's issue there is a short (illustrated) article on weed cutting
on the Trent and Mersey.
Before the advent of the diesel engine a few steam narrow boats were constructed. In many
cases the propelling machinery and boilers were built by Burrell's of traction engine fame. Members
requiring information about these narrow boat engines will find details in " Chronicles of a Country
Works " by Ronald H. Clark.
On the Thames, controversy is afoot with regard to the 128 year old suspension bridge at
Marlow. A scheme to replace this bridge as long ago as 1930 was dropped, owing to local opposition.
The present bridge can only carry a load of 5 tons and this may have to be reduced to two.
Further downstream, at Sunbury, the present lock-keeper, Mr. G. F. Carter, is retiring after
about 22 years service with the Thames Conservancy. It is reported that Sunbury lock house is
to be demolished and a new house built on the site.
No doubt members have read in the daily press that lock tolls and registration fees on the
Thames will be increased if a Bill (which the T.C. proposes to promote in Parliament) becomes law.
Many new types of craft are appearing on the market, and an attractive, cheap and easy
to build boat is the " Venturer " which is sponsored by the magazine "Light Craft" and designed
by P. W. Blandford. The January issue of "Light Craft" contains a set of plans (in the form
of a supplement) for building this useful general purpose boat.
The quarterly journal " Boats and Boat Equipment " recently organised a demonstration of
a new class of 14ft. catarmaran—a twin hull sailing craft, with exceptional stability and a speed
of up to 20 m.p.h. The demonstration was held on the Thames off Royal Festival Hall Pier,
where Lord Brabazon named the craft " BEBE CAT," after the magazine sponsoring the enterprise
of a catarmaran for home building. This craft was designed by Erick Manners.
I have noticed many canoeists out and about this winter and several enthusiasts are
toughening up for the Devizes-Westminster race, held every Easter.
PETER H. CHAPLIN
FROM THE WATERWAY AUTHORITIES
BRITISH TRANSPORT WATERWAYS, S.E. DIVISION—STOPPAGE NOTICE
AYLESBURY ARM

In order to carry out work at various points on the Aylesbury Arm, notice is hereby given
that this Arm will be closed to traffic as and from Monday, 20th January, until Monday, 31st
March, 1958, both dates inclusive.
NEW BOOKS

No doubt most members have seen the excellent series of " Inland Cruising Booklets " published by British Transport Waterways ; to date the following have been published :—" Llangollen
Canal," " Trent," " Lee & Stort," " Staffs. & Worcs. Canal," " Shropshire Union Canal." They
ell illustrated, have good maps and cost but 2/- each. By the third day of the Boat Show
well
all copies of the " Lee & Stort ' booklet had been sold !
The children have not been forgotten! Elizabeth Grove's " Winter-cut " is a thrilling tale
for boys and girls that imparts sound information about waterways and canal boats. The glossary
at the beginning of the book is excellent and could well prove of use to adults,.
This year's Britain's Countryside Calendar depicts Narrow Boats for its cover feature; it
seems as though our cause is at last getting publicity in many forms.
" Engines for Small Power Craft " is the title of an extremely practical handbook by P. N.
Barnard. It is a "must" for the owner of a powered craft who is not at heart a mechanic but
carries out his own repairs and installations. For those about to equip their craft with an engine,
whether a modest 1.3 h.p. outboard or a 65 h.p. diesel will find that the book deals with the various
types of engines in a most comprehensive and lucid manner that should help even the most fastidious
to make the correct choice.
Amateurs building their own boats will find the chapter on Engine Installation of inestimable
value, the illustrations for this chapter, and throughout the book are very clear and well reproduced.
My only real criticism is that an annual supplement will have to be published if the book is to
keep pace with the industry!
P.H.C.
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NEWS OF THE TRADE

Messrs. Kenneth Gibbs & Co. Ltd. of Shepperton are building a canal cruiser, of their proved
plywood construction, for Mr. Frank Muir of B.B.C. fame. Their showroom for boat fittings and
power units is a colourful addition to the Boatyard.
Messrs E. F. Ranger Ltd. of Ferring are producing an interesting inboard-outboard drive
unit which gives ahead and astern drive and neutral position for sailing, beaching or weed clearance.
This unit is particularly useful for persons desirous of using a car or industrial power unit. Also
it has unique advantages for use on canals.
I have just received details of the " Flat-Afloat " which is a luxury houseboat produced by
Messrs. Graham Bunn of " Windboat " fame.
Skipper Line Hire Cruisers of Blackburn have enjoyed an excellent season with their " Sandrobin " fleet ; it is interesting to note how hire firms are gradually covering the waterway system.
Newcomers to the world of outboards are Messrs. Coventry-Apex Engineering Co. Ltd. Both
directors of this firm may be found enjoying the uppermost reaches of the Thames in their leisure
hours and do really appreciate the requirements of boating enthusiasts.
The Vincent engine (Petrol and paraffin models) have already been mentioned in these notes ;
Ferrier's have co-operated with Vincent's and brought out a new development in outboard propulsion.
Austin-Burrell Ltd. (makers of Sea-Bee Outboards) have a neat inboard engine complete with
centrifugal clutch and reduction gear. It is ideal for home boat builders : the vertical drive eliminating all shaft alignment difficulties.
Dunlop " Duotarp " P.V.C./Nylon material is the latest thing for boat covers, it is light,
folds into a small compass and for camping enthusiasts has the advantage that it can be wiped dry.
Simpson Lawrence have the answer to fender problems with their tubular section P.V.C. The
writer of these notes has used P.V.C. tube for seven years with great success, it seems to be
everlasting

STOP PRESS
KENNET AND AVON CANAL
From the 3rd April to 30th September
this year a traditional Motor Narrow
Boat converted to carry approximately
50 passengers will be operating on this
canal from High Bridge, Reading, to the
Cunning Man, Burghfield, on regular
scheduled trips. Full details in the next
issue.
A special inauguration trip and Boat
Rally is planned for Sunday, March 23rd,
and a cordial invitation is extended to all
I.W.A. members and friends to attend,
either with their own craft or as guests
aboard the Narrow Boat.
To ensure everyone's comfort, will
intending visitors please contact Jack
Howard, 27, Clitheroe Road, London,
S.W.9 (Tel.: BRIxton 3479), who will be
managing and operating the venture for
the proprietor, R. R. Mienertzhagen.

Do your gardening and boating
activities conflict?
If so, we may be able to help.

We give personal service on
garden design, construction,
renovation and planting.
Our terms are most reasonable
Please write for details—
T. HARRISON CHAPLIN LTD.
MEADHURST PARK NURSERY
SUNBURY-ON-THAMES

Sunday, March 30th. Trip for Canoes and
Light Craft from Newbury to Reading. Organised by Reading Branch K & A. Canal Asso.

Established 1907
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CALVERT CRAFT

TWO BERTH CRUISER
THIS IDEAL CRAFT FOR INLAND WATERWAYS IS DESIGNED BY MESSRS. R. PARKER
& PARTNER LTD. It has an Overall Length of 14ft. 9in., Beam of Eft. 2in., Draught
(unloaded) 8 inches. Cabin Height 4ft. Weight (unloaded and less engine) 6 cwts. Hard
chine hull of Mahogany and Spruce.

PRICE, LESS ENGINE, £275
KIT FOR HOME FABRICATION
OF THIS CRUISER £118
Stuart Turner inboard engine can be supplied, or
one of several suitable outboards (with or without
remote controls).
Full details from the manufacturers:—
A. CALVERT & SONS LTD.,
27, MARKET PLACE,
HEYWOOD,
LANCASHIRE.
Main distributors for ASPIN outboard motors for
Lancashire and West Yorkshire.
Leaflets upon request.
Aspin 5.5 outboard motor
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THE FINEST VALUE IN
OUTBOARD MOTORS IN THE WORLD
These reliable precision-built motors
built largely of sea-resisting alloys and
stainless steels are light enough to be
portable and yet have sufficient power
to propel a 10 or 12 ft. boat at
approximately 6 knots. The watercooled, 3 port, two-stroke engines have
close-grained cast iron cylinders with
detachable heads and adequate water
passages.
They are simple, sturdy and efficient.

• EASY STARTING
• EXTREMELY QUIET
• UNDERWATER EXHAUST
• LOW FUEL CONSUMPTION
• AUTOMATIC TILTING
• ANGLE ADJUSTMENT

PRICES
MODEL 50 (11 h.p.)

Full details on request.

£30

0

0

MODEL 75 (22 h.p.)

£34 10

0

MODEL 50 De Luxe (1 ih.p.) £32 10 0 MODEL 75 De Luxe (21 h.p.) £36 10
( Long Shaft Models £2 extra)

0

COVENTRY APEX ENGINEERING CO., LTD.
YARDLEY STREET • COVENTRY cog:gar:148s

Is your craft insured?
For your own peace of mind, and for the protection
of your capital, adequate insurance cover is more than
worth while. Why not talk to " The Navigators " about
a policy for your craft ? They specialise in the insurance
of motor-boats, yachts and all river craft, and are
renowned for prompt and generous settlement of claims.
Consult your broker or write for full details of policies to:

THE NAVIGATORS & GENERAL INSURANCE CO., Ltd.
Bolton House, 15-16, Cullu,n Street, London, E.C.3.
Tel.: Mansion House 2121.

THE ASPIN AIR COOLED
il OUTBOARD IS THE MOTOR
SP7,
FOR INLAND WATERWAYS!
IT'S BRITISH MADE — AND GUARANTEED FOR TWELVE MONTHS
5.5 h.p. engine (continuous rating)
12 and 20 h.p. models available shortly
Air cooled.
Two-stage air silencing and underwater
exhaust.
Weedless propeller with safety protector.
Twist grip control — manual or remote
operation.
Forward, neutral and reverse gears.
Aspin recoil Ezi-Starter.
Glass fibre streamlined head.
Separate long range fuel tank with visual
gauge.
Easy accessibility for service and maintenance.
Power unit suspended on five rubber
mountings — no vibration transmitted to
boat.

F. M. ASPIN & CO. LTD.
ELTON
BURY - LANCASHIRE

An "Aspin " powered " Sandrobin " cruiser
(By courtesy of Messrs. Kenneth Gibbs
& Co. Ltd.)

Telephone: BURY 1554/5
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DON'T BE A DRIFTER !
Fill up whilst in mot:on with the . • .

TOMMY CAN
CAPACITY 91. PINTS SUFFICIENT FOR PETROL
AND OIL IF YOU HAVE A TWO-STROKE
ENGINE.
To fill up insert the nozzle into your tank and
depress the Dispenser. No need to undo the cap
again. No waste.
Price 25/- each
Post Free

From :—
MARJORIE CHAMP & CO. LTD.,
71, TANNER STREET, LONDON, S.E.1.

Tel. No. : HOP 1067
(Sole Agents to the Tommy Can Co. Ltd. )
Wholesale Inquiries Invited.

BOATS FOR HIRE
on RIVER KENNET and KENNET and
AVON CANAL
Dinghies, Skiffs, Canoes and Punts

CANAL CRUISERS, HOUSEBOATS
AND MOTOR LAUNCH

See England by inland waterway
this summer ! Send 5d. in stamps for a copy

Diesel Canal Boat for Freight,

of our illustrated brochure

Towing, or Party Outings.

describing our "narrow boat" holiday cruises
on Midland canals and rivers
Brochure 8d.

JOHN GOULD

post free.
(WATERWAYS)

NEWBURY LOCK, NEWBURY.

THE
INLAND WATERWAY CRUISING CO.
Braunston, Rugby, Warwickshire

Ltd

Phone 1548

Tel:
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Braunston 325

Side View of lift. 6in. Outboard Dinghy
OUTBOARDS, OUTBOARDS, OUTBOARDS, DINGHIES (Sailing and Outboard,
MOTORBOATS, LIGHTING AND CHARGING SETS, BATTERIES, MARINE PAINTS
AND VARNISHES, YACHT FITTINGS, LOW VOLTAGE BULBS, ETC., ETC.
Lists Free

Deposit Terms available

IIIREIESICIOES 1Ik11FffJ.
51a, VICTORIA PARK ROAD, HACKNEY
LONDON, E.9
Telephone: AMHerst 4947
(Outboards Stocked: SEAGULL — ANZANI — PETO — FERRIER — SEA BEE COVENTRY APEX —ASPIN —SEACHIEF —and VINCENT INBOARD ENGINES)
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