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the River Medway, and most of the Grand Union. Our
Committee Members responsible Mr. Salmon and Mr. Turner

write at length in this issue, but an event of such magnitude

cannot pass without editorial comment as well.

This is indeed

a great achievement, and we owe a great vote of thanks to
the gentlemen concerned. There is, however, a proviso.
The new system is experimental, and must be made the

fullest and carefullest use of if it is to be retained.

It would

be a terrible thing if the concessions were rescinded through
apathy or misuse. So let us see this season a constant stream

of boats making the fullest possible use ofthe special week-end
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on April 25th. This meeting, held in conjunction with the
Regent's Canal Group, promises to be even better than Watford.
The hall has a large capacity, so this is an excellent chance to

round up all your non-memberfriends, and let them see what

the I.W.A. is like in action. They certainly will not be bored!
We must do more to spread the message and public-meetings

are one way to inspire the tepid, and inform the ignorant.

Never has there been such a wide variety of waterway events
happening at once. This year's Spring Holiday offers three

rallies within the Branch area.

Apart from the Branch Rally
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at Tonbridge, there is the Kennet & Avon Trust Rally at
Reading, and the Association of Waterways Cruising Clubs
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announced as we went to press that they are having a Rally at

your support.

Copies of the Association's information leaflet and member-

ship form were available at our Annual General Meeting, and

it is hoped many seized the opportunity to take a few home

for their friends.

Once a person's interest is aroused the less

time wasted in putting an application for membership form
into their hands the better. The psychological moment is
the very instant they say “That sounds a good thing: how do I
join?” So have a few forms always ready. Members of
boat clubs could do a lot in this respect. How many members
of YOUR club belong to the I.W.A.?
A plan is afoot to get coal traffic back onto the Aylesbury

Arm of the Grand Union, and an advertisement to this effect

appears elsewhere in this issue. A local coal merchant is
interested in receiving his supplies by water, which would

provide a regular contract. The new company would also
carry out research into new forms of carrying on the narrow
canals, such as a version of the Tom Puddings used in the
North. Those of you who are interested should contact

Mr. Meinertzhagen as soon as possible.
(continued on page 12
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From the

Editors Cabin
THE abolition of night time and

week-end lock closure

is something this Branch has been working and cam-

paigning for for many years. It has now become a fact on
the River Medway, and most of the Grand Union. Our
Committee Members responsible Mr. Salmon and Mr. Turner

write at length in this issue, but an event of such magnitude
cannot pass without editorial comment as well. This is indeed

a great achievement, and we owe a great vote of thanks to

the gentlemen concerned. There is, however, a proviso.
The new system is experimental, and must be made the

fullest and carefullest use of if it is to be retained.

It would

be a terrible thing if the concessions were rescinded through

apathy or misuse.

So let us see this season a constant stream

of boats making the fullest possible use of the special week-end

openings on the Regents Canal, and the general freedom of
passage elsewhere.

The success of our recent Public Meeting at Watford causes

us to look forward to the next one, at St. Pancras Town Hall

on April 25th.

This meeting, held in conjunction with the

Regent's Canal Group, promises to be even better than Watford.

The hall has a large capacity, so this is an excellent chance to

round up all your non-memberfriends, and let them see what
the I.W.A. is like in action. They certainly will not be bored!

We must do more to spread the message and public-meetings
are one way to inspire the tepid, and inform the ignorant.
Never hasthere been such a wide variety of waterway events
happening at once. This year's Spring Holiday offers three

rallies within the Branch area.

Apart from the Branch Rally

at Tonbridge, there is the Kennet & Avon Trust Rally at

Reading, and the Association of Waterways Cruising Clubs

announced as we went to press that they are having a Rally at
Rickmansworth. For those of you who are unable to make

the voyage to Tonbridge, either of the alternatives deserve

your support.

Copies of the Association's information leaflet and membership form were available at our Annual General Meeting, and
it is hoped many seized the opportunity to take a few home

for their friends.

Once a person's interest is aroused the less

time wasted in putting an application for membership form

into their hands the better. The psychological moment is
the very instant they say “That sounds a good thing; how do I
join?” So have a few forms always ready. Members of

boat clubs could do a lot in this respect. How many members
of YOUR club belong to the LW.A.?
A plan is afoot to get coal traffic back onto the Aylesbury
Arm of the Grand Union, and an advertisementto this effect
appears elsewhere in this issue. A local coal merchant is
interested in receiving his supplies by water, which would

provide a regular contract.

The new company would also

carry out research into new forms of carrying on the narrow

canals, such as a version of the Tom Puddings used in the
North. Those of you who are interested should contact
Mr. Meinertzhagen as soon as possible.
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MEET AT Newbury Wh
10.30 a.m. The work
consist of improvements to t
of the town where it is in

tools should be brought if a
pickaxes, etc.

WINTER MI

THE first Winter Meeting

PUBLIC MEETING.

Town Hall Euston Road, N.W.1.

St. Pancras

8 p.m.

This

meeting is organised jointly by the London and Home
Counties Branch and the Regents Canal Group,

following the publication of the Groups Report.

The

theme of the meeting will be the future and development
of the Regents Canal. The speakers will be Capt.
Lionel Munk, Chairman LW.A.; Raymond Harris,

Chairman of the Islington Society; John Wells, M.P.

Secretary of the Parliamentary Waterways Group;
Councillor Illtyd Harrington, Chairman of the G.L.C.

Canals Consultative Committee.
There will be a slide show which will include the

scheme for the Regents Canal, and a sales stall.

bring their boats to the Rally are asked to do so as

well as all those who do not have boats and must come

by land.

all come.

Everybodyis welcome and we hope you will

MAY 20th-21st. Two day camping cruise on the River
Stour, for canoes and outboard dinghies.

The latter

are particularly welcome. Details from J. E. Marriage,
address on page 1.

MAY27th-28th.

Association of Waterways Cruising

Clubs Rally at Rickmansworth.

Details from C.

Stephens, 38 Sandhurst Drive, Seven Kings, Ilford.
MAY27th — 29th. Kennet and Avon Trust Rally at

Reading.

23rd-25th JUNE THAMES SAILING BARGE TRIP

APRIL 29th.

ANNUAL DINNER at the

ONCE again arrangements have been made for a

fromJ. C. Street, 52, Moreton Street, S.W.1.

the Blackwater estuary. Members will join the barge
on the evening of Friday, 23rd June at Maldon or

London Zoo Restaurant, Regents Park.
7 p.m.for 8 p.m. Tickets price 40/- available

Please

use

enclosed

booking

include s.a.e. and remittance.

form

and

Chequesetc.,

should be made out to London and Home
Counties Branch I.W.A.

is,

⑧

Speakers will

M.P., Parliamen-

tary Secretary to the Ministry of Transport,
and Mr. John Smith, M.P. Please note
amended price of tickets.

SPRING

RALLY

27th — 29th MAY.

OF

BOATS,

TONBRIDGE

Arrangements for the Rally are

proceeding satisfactorily and the Committee are working

hard to make it a success. Entries are now coming
in and full details of the Rally are contained in the
Souvenir Programme.

In order to accommodate the maximum number of

craft it has been necessary to clear a 250 feet length
of river bank which was overgrown with brambles and

obstructed under water with the remains of old wharf

piling.

To do this the water level was dropped over

the weekend 18th — 19th March and an enthusiastic

gang of members and friends worked hard to complete

the job in the short time available.

This clearance

group of members to sail on the Marjorie from

Heybridge according to the tide, and return on the

Sunday evening. The cost will be £3.15.0 per head
for the weekend exclusive of food and drink. Catering
will be organised on a communal basis, and will

probably work out at about £1 each for food with
drink according to consumption.
Applications for berths should be made to Tim

small fleet of canoes and ,
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water.
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manytrips, including the fame
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The third item on the
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waterways. Excellent views
ways accompanied by an €

provoked the hope that we r

Dodwell (N.B.—note new address) as soon as possible
as accommodation is strictly limited. If there is

was heavily oversubscribed.

current situation of the nav
an excellent selection ofslide

sufficient demand it is possible that another trip might
be arranged later in the summer, as last year’s trip

FROM

approximately

the

7th

April,

He took us

Tim

Dodwell’s address will be— Windover, Horsell
Birch, Horsell, Woking, Surrey. Telephone Woking

65932.

BRANCH

THE Branch nowhas a Sal:

APRIL—BLITZ ON STOURBRIDGE
A TURNOUT of over 20 for the February working
party was thoroughly encouraging. There is
still time for you to join one of the groups going up
on each of the first four weekends in April. Accom-

from holding the Rally at Tonbridge.

particularly members who can give a hand with

More

names please to Tim Dodwell or Graham Palmer—
transport.

February 15th.

was a large one, were highl:

WORKING PARTIES
AS

modation is on board a converted narrow boat.

As many members and friends as possible who can

Lord St. De

of his Regent's Boat Club, w
members, a converted barge

visit from Mr. Doerflinger.
Mr. Denys Hutchings of
Canal Trust was the speal

has resulted in a great improvement in the appearance

of the river and is one direct benefit that has resulted

Albert, on January 18th

for members.

of 169 Fyfield Road,
give him plenty of busin
available are the Branch Har
The River Medway, The Essex

and The Rivers Lee and Stor.

British Waterways cruising

Grand Union Part 1 (Brent
Braunston) 3/6 postage 6d.:

postage 6d; Windlass binder:

m

APRIL 25th.

SUNDAY 8th MAY—KENNET AND AVON
AT NEWBURY
MEET AT Newbury Wharf (main car park) at

10.30 a.m. The work to be done will probably
consist of improvements to the towpath in the middle
of the town where it is in need of repair—suitable
tools should be brought if available: spades, shovels,
pickaxes, etc.

WINTER MEETINGS

THE WATFORD PUBLIC MEETING
A CAPACITY audience of nearly 400 attended
the Branch’s second public meeting, at Watford

Town Hall on January 19th.

The speakers were

Capt. Lionel Munk, Mr. L. A. Edwards, and Mr.

E. H. Doubleday, 0.B.E. County Planning Officer for
Hertfordshire. Mr. Desmond Briscoe was the

Chairman.

The Resolution “This Public Meeting calls upon

the Ministry of Transport to keep open the waterways
system, including the Grand Union Canal, for multi-

functional use and to guarantee security of tenure

Albert, on January 18th, provided a varied fare
for members. Lord St. Davids related the history

for at least 25 years” was subsequently sent to the
Minister.
During his speech Capt. Munk announced the

of his talk Lord St. Davids had an answerto all the

TLW.A. in safeguarding the canal. Sixty-one people
expressed their interest, and left their names after

THE first Winter Meeting at our new venue, the

ofhis Regent`s Boat Club, which has some 400 young
members, a converted barge as headquarters, and a
small fleet of canoes and dinghies. In the course

popular misconceptions about canals being unsafe

for children; fences will never keep children out, far

better to let them in and teach them how to use the

water. Many parents have said they are glad their
children have joined the Club, because they know
they are safe.

Lord St. Davids was followed by Mr. Dennis

Jewiss of Beauchamp Lodge Settlement, and renowned
skipper of William. Many members must have
been surprised to learn of the other work done by
Beauchamp Lodge apart from the canal activities.

Mr. Jewiss showed slides and film of the William's

many trips, including the famoussortie up the Medway

formation of a Grand Union Canal Society to arouse
and maintain local interest and to work with the
the meeting.

The total has now reached over 150,

and further meetings will be held in Watford. Until
the Society is fully functional and has appointed its

Hugh

officers, those interested should write to
McKnight, address on p.3.

THE A.G.M.
THE Branch Annual General Meeting was held

at the Albert, Victoria, on March 15th. The
Branch Chairman, Mr. Michael Aplin and Mr. Hugh

McKnight were re-elected, and Messrs Graham

accompanied by a highly entertaining commentary.

Palmer and John Wilkinson, having been co-opted
during the past year, were duly elected.

show by Mr. Frederick Doerflinger of the Fenland
waterways. Excellent views of these lovely water-

Mr. Hugh Compton, who will become Basingstoke
Canal representative now that Mr. T. Dodwell has

The third item on the programme was a slide

ways accompanied by an enthusiastic commentary

provoked the hope that we may have an early return

visit from Mr. Doerflinger.

Mr. Denys Hutchings of the Kennet and Avon
Canal Trust was the speaker at the Meeting on

February 15th.

He took us through the history and

New members of the Committee elected were

taken over the River Wey; Mr. R. Hampson who

takes over the Upper Grand Union; Mr. J. Clements
becomes Assistant Press

Secretary;

and

Messrs.

Desmond Briscoe and Rodney Pepper.
Mr. Aplin gave a detailed account of the Branch’s

current situation of the navigation accompanied by

progress and activities during the past year, and this
will appear in the next issue of Windlass. There

was a large one, were highly appreciative.

evening closed with an address by Capt. Lionel Munk

an excellent selection of slides.

The audience, which

BRANCH SALES
THE Branch now has a Sales Officer, David Rayner

of 169 Fyfield Road, London E.17. Please
give him plenty of business. Among the items
available are the Branch Handbooks, The River Wey,

The River Medway, The Essex and Suffolk River Stour,
and The Rivers Lee and Stort. 3/6 each, postage 6d.
British Waterways cruising booklet No. 8, The

Grand Union Part 1 (Brentford and Limehouse to

Braunston) 3/6 postage 6d.; Association badges, 4/6
postage 6d; Windlass binders, 10/- postage 1/3.

were no resolutions, and the formal business of the
in which he outlined the problemsfacing the Associa-

tion at the present time. and mentioned in particular
the need for unity between all waterways interests,
societies, boat clubs, angling clubs, included.

The evening concluded with two films.

One,

shown by Mr. Eric Hickling of the week-end on the

sailing barge Marjorie no doubt ensured that this

year’s trip will also be over-subscribed.

A second

film was of the French and Belgian waterways, and
provided a fascinating glimpse of the massive locks

and lifts used on the continent.

It was shown by

Mr. Hook, who made the trip in his 20ft. craft,

crossing the Channel from Ramsgate to Calais.

their own papers and reac

Josher's Column
ON January 19th the last load of coal arrived at
Dickinson's

Croxley

Mills

(on

the

Grand

than I can.

However, all is not black for canal

transport.

B.W. (God bless "emfor this) have gained an 8 year

Union) by narrow boat—Willow Wren boats. This
traffic has ceased only because that part of the Ashby

contract worth £1 million for the carriage of Esso's

coal mining is to take place beneath it.

the newcraft carrying 480 tons each will replace the

Canal that the boats used has been damned off as
The coal

used to come to Ilott Wharf in tipper lorries; it still

can come to the canal, but the alternative loading

wharf would mean a longer road journey which is
of course more expensive, and it is this extra cost

that has made the contract uneconomic; it is cheaper

to bring the coal the whole way by lorry. As the
annual tonnage is believed to have been over 10,000

tons and the total tonnage carried on the narrow
canals outside Birmingham is believed to be around
130,000 tons, you will see that this loss of traffic

is serious.

Why was the canal damned off ?

In 1965 or so

the Coal Board found a rich seam of coal beneath

oil from Hull to Leeds on the Aire and Calder.

Esso's transport costs will be cut by onethird, and

work of 20 ton tanker lorries making 230 return

journeys a week between Hull and Leeds; i.e. about

46 lorries a day. The most interesting fact is that
B.W. have secured the contract for two independent
carriers—B.W. will not carry any of the oil themselves.

The carriers are investing £1 million in the

newcraft and the Board are spending £100,000 on
a new wharf at Leeds and improvements to the

navigation—which

will

include

a

depth

of Oft.

B.W. have cut their tolls and point out that the long

term nature of the contract has enabled the investment
of these sums of money.

alternative loading wharf at Market Bosworth,
eight miles away. But they must have known, or
if they did not, they should have, that the extra

As nearly everybody knows, £340,00 is said to be

the subsidy that the amenity canals need in order to

be kept open; and Government expenditure is to
increase in 1967/8 by £660 million. It is worth
pointing out that this £340,000 is not a new subsidy,

spent already,i.e. it
but is an amount that is being
enditure. And it
is not adding to Government
must be just about the only subsidy which it is

road journey would make the job uneconomic.
Mr. Morton, Managing Director of Willow Wren.

British Rail for providing commuter services to

He is

reported to have said there will

subsidence, “but what can we do.”

be no

The Midland Area officials of the Coal Board,

who appear to be completely indifferent about the
affair are thought to be against carrying coal by
canal—they are rumoured to be trying to close
Anglesey Basin on the Birmingham Canals. This

I heard the

Mr. Hadfield may not agre

but he is convinced that

usage of the canals will c

to be one of the main inst
canal restoration and to fa
of the Caldon Canal. The
without him.
Another departure from
Mr. W. L. Ives who retir

after 43 years in the water

I have heard from canal

good!” and “At last!”

attracted more abuse from
remember him for the oc
refused to quote a toll for

Principal Traffic Officer a

expected will be reduced to nil within 12/15 years.
Besides, the M.O.T.is in a giving mood; witness the

But the really interesting thing is a statement by

the canal historian, left it

appointed.

bridge Canal; this was whe

the canal; and B.W.B. either had to buy the coal or

pay 30% of the cost of preventing subsidence, the
Coal Board paying the other 707%.
So B.W., who are keen on emphasising that they
will bend over backwards to help narrow boat
carriers, decided to close the part of the canal that
would be affected by subsidence, which they did in
their 1966 Act. They said they would provide an

About the same time th

traffic expert, joined the B.W

encouraging traffic.

I may be wrong in my
he may have the waterways
I expect he will join the LW

to do so.

Strangely, “Waterways”,
devotes most of a page to

does not mention Mr. Had

staff do not officially know
*

promised subsidyto the London Transport Board and

London.
I list here some items of expenditure, either by
the Government or Local Councils, that may be of
interest:
Military bands per year—£73 million
Research and development on new
systems (over 5 years)—£20 million

transport

1 think

without him, despite his ye

*

“You'll be sorry, but it

Eliza Doolittle to "Enry ’Ig
The fact is that only 800 p
M.O.T's request for their

be done with the canals.

4,500, roughly the numbero

shabby way in which coal is got off the canals.
It seems very odd as the cheaper the transport of

109 houses at Haywards Heath in Sussex—£340,000
(the national target is 400,000 houses a year)
Upkeep of the Royal Yacht “Britannia” in 1966—

you will realize that a sma
have written.
I suppose I could now la
about the calibre of my rea

and not go overto oil or other fuels.

Road Safety education (annually)—£700,000

I gave you the address las

mined under my house, they would either have to
buy the house from meat its value before subsidence
began or pay for the damage caused by subsidence.
If the Coal Board has to pay 100% for the private
house, why can they not pay 100% for the damage to
canals? I know there is an agreement, made in
1959, between B.W. and the Coal Board, which

New Road signs in Birmingham—£143,000

Ashby business appears to be an example of the

coal the more likely people are to continue using coal
It is an interesting point that if the Coal Board

limits the Coal Board's liability, but this agreement

should be thrown out of the window at a time when

many radical changes are being made in the field

of canal policy.

£480,000

would help.

7 want you to

1 mile of motorway (approx.)—£500,000

what to write have been giv

Public Information Services in the Greater London

putting aside an hour or tw

I could quote many other cases, but these will do

do a bit to keep the canalsy

Council area (annually)—£600,000.

for now. I should point out that I do not question
the justification for any of these amounts.

You may ask yourselves why I give you these facts.
There are two reasons. Members will now have
facts and figures to talk about when persuading their
friends of the reasonsfor keeping the canals. Secondly,
journalists who read Windlass can use the figures in

in the national circular le

letter, but is not an hour no

to lie in bed at week-ends

s⑧

their own papers and reach a far larger readership
than I can.
*

*

*

About the same time that Sir Alex Samuels, the

traffic expert, joined the B.W. board, Charles Hadfield,

the canal historian, left it as he had not been re-

appointed.

I heard the news with some regret.

Mr. Hadfield may not agree with us on everything,

trying to write a letter with the children shouting, the

Beatles singing, the wife moaning about the garden
or the husband about his socks; but these difficulties

will have to be overcome in order to do a little bit to
save the canals. Please don’t be one of those who

are sorry when it’s too late.
You may wonder whether letter writing works.
Well, the Government ordered an enquiry into TV
rental increases because 223 complaining letters

But the Government did not mind

but he is convinced that the increase in amenity
usage of the canals will continue. He is believed

were received.

canal restoration and to favour reopening the whole
of the Caldon Canal. The Board will be the poorer
without him.
Another departure from Melbury House is that of

letters are needed.

to be one of the main instigators ofthe Stourbridge

ordering this enquiry; it does appear to mind about

the cost of keeping the canals open.

Now please, before reading anything more in this

magazine, jot down a few ideas on a scrap of paper

or the edge of a newspaper and write that letter.

Mr. W. L. Ives who retired on the 31st January

after 43 years in the waterways world.

Certainly few men have

good!” and “At last!”

attracted more abuse from the LW.A.

I particularly

remember him for the occasion in 1962 when he

refused to quote a toll for coal traffic on the Stourbridge Canal; this was when he held the position of
Principal Traffic Officer and was supposed to be
encouraging traffic. I think B.W. will be better off
without him, despite his years of experience.
I may be wrong in my opinion of Mr. Ives and
he may have the waterways at heart; in which case,
I expect he will join the LW.A., now that he is free
to do so.
Strangely, “Waterways”, the B.W. staff magazine,
devotes most of a page to Mr. Ives’ retirement, but
does not mention Mr. Hadfield’s departure so B.W.
staff do not officially know about Mr. Hadfield.

*

*

*

“You'll be sorry, but it'll be too late”.

So says

Eliza Doolittle to "Enry ’Iggins in “My Fair Lady”.

The fact is that only 800 people have replied to the
M.O.T's request for their views on what ought to

be done with the canals.

Compare this 800 with

4,500, roughly the number of membersin the LW.A.;

you will realize that a small proportion of members

have written.

I suppose I could now launch into a great tirade
about the calibre of my readers, but I wonder if that

would help. 7 want youto write to Barbara Castle.
1 gave you the address last time, and ideas about
what to write have been given in this magazine and

in the national circular letter.

I know it means

putting aside an hour or two in order to write this
letter, but is not an hour now well spent in order to
do a bit to keep the canal system?

*

Comments

1 have heard from canal enthusiasts include “Oh

I know whatit is

to lie in bed at week-ends, I know whatit is like

Many more

*

+

I expect you will have seen in the press news of

the proposed new town at Milton Keynes for 250,000

Londoners which will straddle the Grand Union

around

Bletchley.

these people

Now

will need

factories in which to work, but I suppose it is too

much to hope that the works will be built alongside

the canal, that the canal will be dredged by the Forces

and that 100 ton Thames lighters will unioad around

Bletchley.

Butif this was Germanyit would happen.
*

+

+

So far comments on the ill-conceived 5 year

review plan have emphasised the lack ofsecurity to
the investor, but there is a further point. Lock
gates have a life far exceeding 5 years, and dredging
is carried out at intervals of more than 5 years. If we
had a 5 year review, B.W. would have the dilemma of
either doing major maintenance work without
knowing whether the canal would still be open in
5 years” time, or of not doing the work knowing that
in 4 years’ time the canal might be unnavigable.
Ofcourse, to a certain extent they face these problems
now and so it is not all that surprising that maintenance standards are low in some cases.
*

*

*

Said Mr. John Smith, M.P. in the House of

Commons waterways debate:
“Boating on Canals is one ofthe very few outdoor

activities that a complete family can enjoy together.
Practically everything else involves leaving someone
UEL ASS it is the supreme tranquilliser of our
time . … I have been to Smethwick, Tipton,
Aylesbury and Wolverhampton, but only by boat.”

LOCK-OPENING :
BIRMINGHAM AREAS
AS we go to press, Britis

announced the almost

closing locks at the weeker

Southern Region for an exp:
The new arrangements wil
tion on March 20 and app

ROUND THE WATERWAYS

Grand Union (the Main Line
and the South Leicester Se

Coventry Canals, the Upper

the Stort.
14 day pass
Season pass

RIVER MEDWAY

SWEEPING changes in the operation of the
Upper Medway Navigation have been made by
the Kent River Authority for the coming season.

In future all locks will be worked by boats’ crews

and the manning of locks by lock-keepers has been

discontinued. There will be a resident lock-keeper
at East Farleigh who will control the sluices, issue
passes and assist with locking if required, and a sluice-

keeper at Yalding who will control the Hampstead

Lane Canal drawbridge.

Above Yalding the river

will be controlled by two roving sluice-keepers who

will be equipped with Land-Roversfitted with two-way

radios to keep them in touch with the Divisional

Engineer’s office in Tonbridge.
The object of the changesis to give the maximum
freedom of movement to all boat-owners so that the
Navigation can be enjoyed to the full. The old
convoy system with its rigid timetable and frustrations

has gone and the special passes issued to LW.A.
members will no longer be required. These changes
mean that everyone will now enjoy the freedom

previously confined to L.W.A. members and the Kent

River Authority have kindly acknowledged that the

I.W.A. Lock Pass Scheme which we negotiated and
which has operated so successfully, has given them

the confidence to allow complete freedom of navigation to everyone. Itis to be hoped that boat-owners

will appreciate the advantages gained and try to

ensurethat the Authority’s confidence is not misplaced.
Also the Navigation will no longer be closed at
night and navigation is permitted at all times. As
however the Kent River Authority may find it
necessary to secure one or more locks between one

hour before sunset and 8 a.m., anyone wishing to
navigate between those hours would be wise to
contact the Divisional Engineer, Town Lock,
Tonbridge.

If any locks are secured then, under

normal circumstances, facilities will be made available
to allow passage through such locks and also the
drawbridge across the Hampstead Lane Canal.

Boat-owners will require a lock windlass with a lin.
square socket. When navigating after dark normal
navigation lights should be displayed.
For the 1967 season charges for lock passes to
give passage at will through all locks on the Upper
Medway Navigation (Not Allington Lock) are as

follows:ー

⑦ day pass

2-0.

0

£3
£5

0
0

Passes are obtainable from The Treasurer, Kent

River Authority, London Road, Maidstone or

on

demand only from the Lock-keeper, East Farleigh

Lock.

On all these wate

the practice to padlock, out c
some 22 separate flights of

0
0

to all the locks on the River:

The main advantage in the
free use of the Hanwell fligh
greatly facilitate and it is

movement of craft between
and the River Thames.

DEREK SALMON

KENNET AND AVON CANAL

PLANS for the Rally at Reading over the Spring
Holiday(27th-29th May) are now well advanced.
The site will be on a river section under Thames
Conservancy jurisdiction between Blakes Lock and
High Bridge, adjoining the car park in Kings Road,
where there are ample mooring facilities. Arrange-

ments can be made for boatowners wishing to leave

their craft between weekends to do so at convenient
points.
The Rally will include a cruise upstream to Burghfield on the Sunday morning for which a British

Waterways Board Licence covering the Kennet and
Avon Canal will be required. A 50% reduction on

the usual scale applies to craft using the Kennet and
Avon Canal only. There will also be a canoe race

from Newbury, and a full programme of displays
and sideshows. Members unable to attend the

Branch Rally at Tonbridge are strongly urged to
take part. Full details and entry forms can be

obtained from R. D. Radbourne, 5 Frymley View,
SAE. will be
Hays Hill, Windsor, Berks.
appreciated. Entry fees are 10/- for powered craft,
2/6 for others and all entry forms should be sent in
by the 30th April.
The Kennet and Avon Canal Trust have recently
brought out two booklets, each costing 2/- (including

often hampered by the arri

closing, will also benefit.

We heartily welcome thisst

a move we have been encou:

a long time. The present
logical step to the limited v

London area, that had been

3 years between British Water
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normal working hours will c

and 101 at Brentford, on th

mechanised locks on the Lo

giving access to the River Se

postage 2/6), which are of considerable interest.
They are available from Mrs. M. Hutchings, The

and Sharpness Canal.

The first entitled “The Kennet and Avon Canal—

Sunday openings are agair
Summer. These will give

Coppice, Elm Lane, Lower Earley, Reading, Berks.

Facilities Available 1967’, gives details of present

navigable limit, moorings, slipways, charges, public

boat trips, angling clubs and much other useful

information, while the second, entitled ‘Kennet and

Avon

Canal—Reading-Bristol—Brief

Guide

and

History”; contains an excellent resume ofthe history

of

the

waterway

including

more

recent

events.

Although presentation and proof-reading, particularly in the Facilities booklet, leave something to be

desired, at this price both are good value for money,

and recommended reading.

T. DODWELL
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year, for the passage of cre
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the next step to be follo
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LOCK-OPENING LONDON AND
BIRMINGHAM AREAS — SUMMER 1967
AS we go to press, British Waterways have just

announced the almost complete abolition of
closing locks at the weekends and at night in the
Southern Region for an experimental period.

The new arrangements will have come into operation on March 20 and apply to the whole of the
Grand Union (the Main Line, the Northampton Arm
and the South Leicester Section), the Oxford and
Coventry Canals, the Upper Lee (above Enfield) and
the Stort. On all these waterways, it was previously
the practice to padlock, out of normal working hours,

ing mechanised locks outside hours—a system for
long in practice on the River Thames.

River Lee

Limehouse Lock Open on all tides.

i

Bow Lock

Mon.-Fri: 6 a.m.-8 p.m.;

Old Ford

Saturday: 8 a.m.—6 p.m.

Closed on Suns and Bank Hols.

Tottenham
Stonebridge
Picketts

Mon.-Sat: 8.30 a.m.-6.30 p.m.
Special Sunday Openings:
12 пооп-4 p.m., on April 2, 30;

7)
ト

May 21; June 4; July 2, 16, 30;
Aug. 13; Sept. 3, 24; Oct. 15.

Ponders End |

some 22 separate flights of canal locks, in addition

Closed on other Sundays and

to all the locks on the Rivers Lee and Stort.

The main advantage in the London area will be the
free use of the Hanwell flight at all times, which will
greatly facilitate and it is hoped encourage, the

movement of craft between the Grand Union Canal
and the River Thames. Long-distance cruising,

Bank Holidays.

Regent’s Canal and Hertford Union

Mon.-Fri: 8 a.m.—5 p.m.;

All Locks

Saturday: 8 a.m.-12 noon.
Special Sunday Openings: 4 p.m.
—8 p.m., same Sundaysas listed
for River Lee locks immediately
above. Closed on Bank Hols.

often hampered by the arrival at a flight just after

closing, will also benefit.

Weheartily welcome this step by British Waterways,
a move we have been encouraging them to make for

a long time.

The present decision was the next

logical step to the limited weekend openings in the
London area, that had been negotiated over the last
3 years between British Waterways and the Association

of Waterways cruising clubs and the London and

Home Counties Branch of the ①.W.A.

But the new arrangements are experimental.
British Waterways state: “It is essential that all
owners or hirers cruising in the evening should take
particular care to ensure that the lock gates and

paddles are fully closed after they pass.

Kentish Town
Hawley

Hempstead Road

Grand Union Canal
Brentford

and 101 at Brentford, on the Regent's Canal, on the

mechanised locks on the Lower Lee and at the locks
giving access to the River Severn and the Gloucester
and Sharpness Canal.

On the Regent’s Canal and Lower Lee the special
Sunday openings are again to be introduced this
Summer. These will give facilities, similar to last
year, for the passage of craft at weekends between
the Grand Unionand Regent's Canals and the Rivers

Lee and Stort.

Mon.—Fri: 6 a.m.— 6 p.m. at

Lock 100 and 6 a.m.—10 p.m. at

Sat. and Sun: 6 a.m.—-10 p.m.,

In the

both locks are open from 2 hours
before High Water until 2 hours
after High Water.

event of vandalism or abuse, some locking-up may

normal working hours will continue are at Locks 100

8 a.m.—11 a.m.; 5 p.m.—8 p.m.
on Sundays.

High Water until 3 hours after
High Water.

If the new

have to be re-introduced immediately.” We ask
all LW.A. members and all boat users to co-operate
in preventing both abuse and vandalism so far as
they can.
The only exceptions, where locking up outside

Friday and Saturday.

Lock 101, these two Locks
are open from 2 hours before

arrangements do not give rise to difficulties, they

will be continued throughout the summer.

Extra hours: 5 p.m.-8 p.m.

Closed on Bank Holidays.

River Severn

A separate notice will be issued shortly, covering
the locks giving access to the River Severn. Con-

sultations with users are currently taking place
about this.

O. S. TURNER

CHELMER AND BLACKWATER
a
NAVIGATION
IN December 1966 an announcement appeared in
the Financial Times to the affect that Travis and
Arnold, a London based timber firm had taken over
Brown & Son Ltd. the large timber firm based at

It is therefore with pleasure that we publish this
very shortened list of times when the padlocking of

Chelmsford. Fears were expressed by Branch
committee members that this move might change

used intelllgently and extensively, we hope that the
opening of the locks on the Regent's Canal may be

of the Chelmer & Blackwater Canal to Chelmsford.

locks will continue.

If the new arrangements are

the next step to be followed, perhaps, by some
arrangement for the manual operation of the remain-

Brown’s policy of importing foreign timber by way
Instead there appeared the possibility that the
Company might adopt some form of centralised
importing based on London Docks.

As a result a letter was sent to Messrs. Brown

& Sons Ltd. asking whether the change in ownership
might result in them ceasing to use the Canal. A very
satisfactory reply was obtained to the affect that no

change was invisaged.
Messrs. Brown & Son have for many years been

the only firm to use the Chelmer & Blackwater
canal. The procedure is for timber ships to be
brought into Heybridge Basin and unloaded into

canal barges which then travel up the canal to
Chelmsford, returning empty. During the shipping
season two barges make the journey daily. Over the
past few years the Canal Company and Browns have

spent a considerable amount of money improving

facilities at Heybridge Basin, by enlarging the entrance
lock to take bigger ships and by building bigger

wharves. New canal barges have also been built.
Brown & Son are one of the oldest firms in Chelmsford and were established soon after the opening of
the waterway in the late 18th century, they have
absorbed many of the original firms which used the

canal including Wray & Fuller who were stone

masons supplying stone for many of the town’s
older buildings. James Samuel Brown, a former
principal of the firm, was one of the first Mayor's

of Chelmsford in the late 19th century.
J. E. MARRIAGE

BASINGSTOKE CANAL

THE news of Hampshire County Council's plans
АН.

for lowering Pondtail Bridge, Fleet, to leave only

6in.

headroom

has

provoked

considerable

protest in the local press.
Apart from preventing boats of any size from

using the whole length of the 15-mile summit pound
in the future (present headroomis restricted to about

5ft. 6in. by Reading Road Bridge, also in Fleet),
the headroom will considerably restrict the use of the
towpath for walking and make it necessary to cross
the main road instead of going underneath. The
start of rebuilding is believed to be imminent, and the
Association has protested to the County Council.
Legal advice is being taken as to what can be done

to prevent the headroom being reduced. This is
complicated in view of the unusual legal position of

the waterway.

RIVER WEY

THE work at Triggs Lock has now been completed,
and the National Trust do not anticipate any
major stoppages until after the boating season.

Wandsworth Prison inmates have been doing a great

deal of good work on the navigation, including lock
rebuilding, bank and towpath restoration and the

clearance of dead and overhanging trees and undergrowth. The work has been greatly helped by the

recent acquisition of a small dumper and a powered

workboat (an ex-landing craft with a large outboard

motor).

More recently a vast quantity of rubbish

has been cleared from the banks between Parvis

Bridge at Byfleet and Coxes Lock, attracting favourable

comment in the local press.
Recent Branch working parties have concentrated

on the area near Thames Lock, and have effected

a considerable improvement as the letter published
elsewhere confirms. In January over 50 people were
present and found plentyto do.

It should be mentioned that the current Scale of
Charges showcertain differences from that published

in our Wey Handbook.

These are however limited

to the annual lock-pass charges for the River Wey

Navigation, and with small exceptions are reductions
on the passes for using several or all the locks.
This is a move which can only encourage boatowners to cruise more extensively, and is one which
we heartily welcome. There is in addition a Special
Visitors Day Return Pass covering the river below
New Haw—in most cases showing a reduction from

actual lock tolls otherwise payable—which has been
in force for some time.
While on the subject of chargesit should be made
clear that the former arrangement whereby visiting

craft paid only lock tolls for any number of locks
used is no longer in force. All craft using the river

must hold either a ‘current annual licence or one of

the Special Visitors’ Passes, i.e. the Day Return Pass
to below New Haw, or the Two Week Return Pass

to Guildford or Godalming.

Thereciprocal arrange-

ment whereby licences for the River Wey Navigation

and the Godalming Navigation are valid for the other

waterway continues to apply.

Visitors” Passes can be obtained at Thames Lock

NANTWICH PLEASURE CRAFT
BASIN
END

.
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CHESHIRE

The ideal place to start from—2- 6 berth specially built hire boats.
All communications to:-

THE AYL

3 THE CANA

S. C. CUMMINS LTD.,

Boat and Coachbuilders,

MARTIN STREET,
OFF EARLE STREET,
CREWE.

P

AYLESBURY

ex
ーー

CRUISERS

Ample headroom—for tall folk!
Your pets can come—for family peace of mind!
Life jackets—for the little ones!
Electric light—for evenings and tunnels!
Shaver point—for the “Skipper”!

Built-in Radios—for the weather forecast!
Unspoilt countryside—for viewing!
Refrigerators—for ice cold drinks,etc.!
Your holiday is safe—for young and elderly!

Constant hot and cold water—for washing up!
Reading lights—for finishing that last chapter!
Unique extra, Television—for a wet evening!
Individual attention—for all needs!
Showers (H. & C.)—for personal freshness!
Easy handling—for everyone!
Reliable gas cooker—for the galley slave!

Service—for all of you, from all of us at—

THE AYLESBURY CRUISER COMPANY, LIMITED
3 THE CANAL BASIN, AYLESBURY, BUCKS. Tel. Aylesbury 2601

FREE BROCHURE
Please mention WINDLASS when replying to advertisements

by craft entering from the Thames, but for the Two
Week Return Pass in particular membersare requested
to apply in advanceto the office at Guildford to save
clerical administration. The 25% reduction available
to LW.A. members on passes to Guildford for powered
craft can only be obtained in this way.
The charge for the Two Week Return Pass is based
upon the total amount of the lock charges which
would be payable for the roundtrip, and as no further
licence fee is required it is not unreasonable on this

basis.

Where it bears hard is the case of the visitor

who only wishes to go as far as say Pyrford.

How-

everif you intend visiting the river more than once a

year in this way, a little simple arithmetic will show
you that it will pay to take out an annual licence—

as indeed anyone intending to come up the river

regularly should do.

AN APPEAL

WORKING

THE

PARTY

GROUP

would like to amass some equipment
for use at future working parties. At the
moment we have to rely on those few
members who possess suitable tools to trust

them to our tender mercies.

In order not to eat into branch funds,

weekendof the Spring Bank Holiday (②⑦th-②⑨th May)

onwards. This is a useful and much appreciated
service that members can give, and offers the chance
of a pleasant day by the river. Names please and

It is surprising

hours, et
tions. T
Broads h

not money, but your cigarette

couponsor trading stamps.

how these mount up and before very long

we should be much better equipped to assist

in the maintenance and restoration of our

waterways.

is

your

chance to help.

If by

have your active support on site, you can

still do your bit by letting us have as many

coupons or stamps as you can spare.
John Dodwell of Dover House, London
Street, Chertsey, Surrey has kindly agreed

to receive and store these for us.

give him plenty of work.

Please

Graham Palmer

dates available to Tim Dodwell at his new address.

Er

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT

CANAL NARROW BOAT
COMMERCIAL TRAFFIC

TM DODWELL

CRUISE the Llangollen and adjoining canals in

service proved Fibreglass Diesel Powered Craft.

Weaver, Eggbridge, Waverton, Chester.
ownerfacilities, winter storage.

Slipway,

Phone Chester 36604

Now the
show na

shops, hi

This

Volunteers are needed once again to help with the
manning of unattended locks, particularly Pyrford,
at weekends during the summer. It is hoped to cover
the Whitsun weekend (13th/14th May) and then the

THE BROADS

we have decided to ask for your support in

donating,

circumstances you are unable to let us

Lock Manning

THE WA

If you are prepared to invest £100 or more

in a new company soon to be inaugurated to
exploit commercial traffic to and from Aylesbury

many ot!

THE THAMES

Incorpor:
Hire Cru
on the tr
from Th:
to the ri

THE FENS BO!

In the sar
with trib
J. Taylor

THE CANALS

No other
Every mi
1 mile) a

water an

Waterwa

in particular and Narrow Canals generally,
please write to R. R. Meinertzhagen, М.В. Тот,
Boat Basin, Aylesbury, Bucks. It would be the

supportin

new methods of commercial carrying in addition
to the traditional Narrow Boat. Will you help?

THE SHANNO

intention of the new company to investigate

Avon, Tr

Fossdyke

This annu

are maps

anglers, t

“Snipe”
Available from 200 Ibs. to
36 cwt. capacity, for boats
from 10fc. to 28ft.in length.

Capacity Length 14ft.
Capacity Weight400 Ibs.

Write for our fully illustrated

folders giving details of all
models.

£36.10.0
Tile frame

Capacity Length 17f.
Capacity Weight 10 cwt
£89.10.0

LAWS

to coastal

Five Shi

BOATING HOL
The new

canals anc

your ques

GEOFFREY DIBI

39, Bra

Tel. Bru

LEW-WAYS LTD.
Watling Street, Cannock,

Staffs.

Telephone: Brownhills 2565

Ple

THE WATERWAYS SERIES == ":."=—=—=
THE BROADS BOOK

1 mile)
Now the most popular guide to the Norfolk Broads. Large scale maps}(2£in. to
show navigable and unnavigable water, roads, railways, towns and villages, boatyards,
and
shops, hotels, pubs, churches, moorings, fishing spots, bridges, telephone boxes,

many other items.

hours, etc.

Every trader catering for the holidaymakeris listed with opening

Tide computer which takes all the worry and trouble out of tidal calcula-

a perfect
tions. Tide Table. Many other features covering everything you need for
Broads holiday. Extra large scale maps of towns and villages.

THE THAMES BOOK

Thames
Incorporating The Association of Thames Yacht Clubs Handbook and the
Hire Cruiser Association Guide.

In the same style as The Broads Book, plusInotes

on the tributaries of the Thames and adjoining waterways.

from Thames Head to Southend including the Medway.

Covers the river in detail

Now the top selling guide

to the river.

THE FENS BOOK

Nene,
In the same style as the above two books, coversthe rivers Great Ouse, Cam andby Fred

with tributaries and connecting waterways.

Comprehensive angling section

J. Taylor and other well-known angling writers.

THE CANALS BOOK

price.
No other book on the subject covers so much ground in detail at a comparable

to
Every mile of navigable canal and navigation in England and Wales is mapped (fin.
1 mile) and checked by I.W.A. members; showing locks, bridges (numbered), petrol,

commentary.
water and refuse points, boatyards, pubs, etc., together with descriptive
Union, Severn and
Waterways include the Grand Union, Lea and Stort, Shropshire

and Avon,
Avon, Trent, Trent and Mersey, Leeds and Liverpool, Lancaster, Kennet

Fossdyke and Witham, Yorkshire Ouse, and all the inter-connecting canals.

Many

supporting features.

S
THE SHANNON BOOK AND IRISH WATERWAY

there
This annual covers the Shannon with large scale maps and directories; in addition For

are maps and notes on all the navigable waterways of Eire and Northern Ireland.Guide
anglers, both countries are covered by a county guide to all types of angling.
to coastal resorts with boating and angling facilities.

Five Shillings each (Postage |/- extra)

BOATING HOLIDAYS

on narrow
The new guide to holidaysafloat in Britain and in small boats and big ships,
how and when—al}
canals and wide oceans, for novices and experts. Where, why,

your questions are answered in this new annual.

Price 2/6 (postage 6d. extra).

GEOFFREY DIBB LTD.

lk.
39, Braydeston Crescent, Brundall, Norwich, Norfo

Tel. Brundall 3061

Please mention WINDLASS when replying to advertisements

once the bridges are down that's the end.

FROM THE EDITOR'S CABIN

ate.”

continuedfrom page 3

It's too

He knocks his pipe out on the parapet, and they

somewhere in England. The time; the future.
The characters; a small girl and a man. They are

continue their walk. Theashesfall with a little plop
into the narrow trickle of water, making little rings
which wash the tangled reeds echoing back the words,

Boats

The place; YOUR CANAL. The time; YOUR
LIFETIME. The people; YOU AND YOUR

THE Place; an ordinary smallish country town

“Too late, too late, too late.”

walking across a bridge, and the little girl looks
over the parapet.
“Grandad, why is this bridge so low?

couldn’t get underneath, could they?”
“No dear, only canoes or little rowing boats”.
“It’s a canal isn’t it, Grandad. Don’t bigger

boats use canals?”
“Not this one. Mind you, they used to many

years ago before this bridge was built”.
“Why did they build the bridge like this if the
boats couldn't get underneath?”

tion for other waterways.

little boats can’t get along, can they?”

Which waterways are scheduled for this treatment?

hire out rowing boats for many years, but people got
fed up with getting caughtin the reeds, so that closed
down. There was a canoe club too; they moved away
as well. Pity it was, used to keep the youngsters

for a waterway due for the sudden chop.

there?”

a loose sheet is “practicable” for the co:
I presume one must sit down and correct th:

information.

Some will

This method, although more expensive

is deemed more “practicable”. Since when is it
“practicable” to spend more money than necessary?

There was a boat house used to

It may well be both cheaper and “practicable” to

write-off a pile of old editions with amendment sheets
The

type of newedition may well be a fair indication of

B.W.’s interest in a particular waterway.

out of mischief to have the canal to go boating on’
“Grandad, what are all those men doing over

All other considerations apart, who ever imagines

“They're waiting for the coach to come and take

details in pen, pencil, ball point, quill, etc. (according

That's the local Angling Club.

to one’s choice), as is the practice at sea,
“Notices to Mariners”. In manycases it wi

Here comes the coach; step back dear, don't want

lost before Dad gets round to doing it, junior will

Aren't there

draw onit, the dog will eat it, orit will blow away the
first time the book is opened on the cabin top. The
price for the Leeds and Liverpool booklet is 6/-:

any fish in the canal?”

“Not now,it’s too weedy andsilted up. I remember how it used to be, many a fine fish I've caught

the price for those with amendment sheet 5/- (old
price 3/6). An extra 1/6 for the privilege of doing

along this stretch.”

“Couldn’t you have done something about it,

half the work oneself. Perhaps they are going to
include a pencil? Advertising type, of course, with

Grandad? If you liked fishing weren't you cross
when they lowered the bridge and spoilt it all?”
“Well, yes, I suppose I could have done something,

“Travel by British Waterways” on it.

but there was those of us who thought lowering
the bridge would keep out the big boats which used
to disturb us with their wash and all, and then we
could get some peaceful fishing. But it didn't turn
The people who liked boats did
out like that.

ALL I
LAUNCHINC

How many people, I wonder, have car and lapel
I.W.A. badges? I have a friend who always wears
his lapel badge, including at work; he finds it a very

get up some sort of protest meeting, but no one
would spend the money.”
“What did the people with big boats do?”

useful method of introducing canals, as people ask
him what the badge is for and so more people get to
know about canals when he explains. Car badges
can have the same effect and I wholeheartedly

“Moved over to Westerntown where some society
or other had opened up a derelict waterway. There

was a bit of feeling about that, too.

But not all.

have an amendment sheet inserted, giving up to date

_ “But it’s all covered with weed, surely even the

to have you run over.”
“Why are they going to the river?

Minimum annualsubs
Under 16:
Members receive “Th
Please send your
Earley, Reading, Berk

next year....” with the publication date. They
have alsc announced that neweditions are in prepara-

more interested in paying less for the bridge and
having the fountains in the square instead. They
thought it would be alright for little boats, so they
didn’t build it any higher.”

them to the river.

ation.

BRITISH Waterways have at last published their
cruising booklet to the Leeds and Liverpool
Canal, after playing the old game of “This year,

“Well, it would have cost a lot more money to
make the new bridge high enough for boats, and
nobody was much interested in boats. They were

‚ “№, they can’t.

THE KENNET 4
If you wantto see the
Trust and supportits
The Trust has alr
in the rebuilding of B
Bath, and done much

They hadn’t

done anything to help, just moved in and planted the

CAR AND TI
TOWING. |
AGENTS FO

recommend members to buy the badges, from the

geraniums at the locks when all the work was done.

General Office, and to use them.

No one will do anything about this canal now;
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An Invitation to Members of the L.W.A.
THE KENNET AND AVON CANAL TRUST LTD WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS

If you want to see the Kennet and Avon Canal link the Thames to the Bristol Channel again, join the

Trust and support its restoration.
The Trust has already raised the money to pay for the rebuilding of Sulhampstead Lock, assisted
in the rebuilding of Bridge Street Bridge, Reading, worked to restore and re-fill the dry pound near
Bath, and done muchto clear the waterway along its 80 miles and raise public support for its restoration.

Minimum annual subscription: £1 ⑤ O
Husband andWife: £2 0 0
Under 16:
10 0
Life:
£250 0
Members receive “The Butty”, the Trust's quarterly journal, and invitations to all branch meetings.
Please send your cheque to the Hon. Secretary, D. D. Hutchings, The Coppice, Em Lane, Lower

= (ANAL PLEASURECRAFT (Stourport)LTD.
STOURPORT-ON-SEVERN, WORCS.

: 2970

Established in 1950 and the first to design and build Motor Cruisers

especially for use on the whole of the Canal and River network.

2 to 6 berth cruisers for hire
»*
»*

%
»*
%

Closed-circuit Keel Cooling
Hot water to all cabins

Large fully opening windows
Gas cooking with oven and grill

Pye Transistor built-in radio

From Stourport and Stone
本
x

Electric Shaving point

Large Refrigerator

%
*

Formica Surfaces
Electric Lights

*

Dunlopillo Cushions

Illustrated Brochure on request

ALLINGTON MARINA LTD.
ALLINGTON, MAIDSTONE, KENT
Tel. Maidstone 52057

ALL FACILITIES FOR BOATS
LAUNCHING RAMP FOR TRAILED CRAFT.
RIVERSIDE WATER AND FUEL PUMPS.
CAR AND TRAILER PARK. MOORINGS.
ELECTRICITY. CALOR GAS. CHANDLERY
TOWING. REPAIRS. INSURANCE. SALVAGE. BROKERAGE

AGENTS FOR — Littleship Paints, Esso, Evinrude, etc.

Associated with Medway Cabin Cruisers, Luxury Hire Craft

LETTERS
Again this basin is shallow.

5 Seaforth Gardens,

DEAR EDITOR,

The lower docks are

still recognisable and a lot could be found out by

Winchmore Hill, N.21.

digging the silt and bushes away from the central

Reading the August issue of Windlass, 1 saw that
one of the members had passed through the Foxton

Unfortunately, B.W.B. or someone has again

area.

sunk ice breakersin the basin.

Although all of the machinery was sold as scrap,

flight, and noticed the lack of evidence of the lift.

there is much work which could be done both in

You remarked that that was an ideal opportunity for

surveying the remains, and in clearing up both of the
basins and cutting back the undergrowth. Perhaps

industrial archaeologists to get to work before it is

too late.

I am therefore taking this opportunity to relate a
survey carried out by myself and a friend in May, in
case no one else had done a survey, and in the hopes
that perhaps the I.W.A. could organise a proper one.

the I.W.A. could organise some weekends up there
with local help. This would also depend on the

surveyor, and so was able to explain a number of

vacant.

consent of the owner being obtained.
One other point, for anyone who wishes to get
away from city life, Foxton Lock cottage is now

1 was fortunate in that my colleague was himself a

technicalities to me.

Applications to B.W.B. please.
Yours sincerely,

D. WILLIAMSON.

If one approached from the summit level, the
inclined plane arm branches off to the right. It is
now badly silted, and we were unable to get 2 ft.
draft craft up it. The towpath’s which ran on both

THE NATIONAL TRUST
River Wey Navigation

sides of the cut are now overgrown with blackberry
bushes.

Guildford Wharf,
Friary Street,

After approximately 100 ft. the canal has been
stopped off, by building a wall across the canal, and
sinking two ice breaking boats (both in good condi-

Guildford, Surrey.

17th January, 1967

T. Dodwell, Esq.,

tion). The barrier is approximately 8 ft. wide.
Beyond that, the canal remains “dry”, although
anyone whovisits it will see that it is a good example
of why canals make bad roads. All the rainwater
that collects there remains until it evaporates, or very

slowly perculates the puddled clay.

Inland Waterways Association,
“Adelina”,

Woodham Lock,

Woodham,
Weybridge, Surrey.

There are a

Dear Mr. Dodwell,

number of bushes and small trees in the canal, but

On behalfof the National Trust, River Wey Na

they could all be removed.
One surprising factor about the “dry” section is

tion, and the many user and visitors who will bene;

thereby, may I register sincere appreciation of the
outstanding improvement to the appearance of the

that it is approximately 7 ft. deep in the centre,

unlike the navigable part which has 3 ft. water and

Thames Lock area resultant upon your Members

4 ft. silt.

Thelarge buttresses which connected the canal to
the troughsstill stand, and the track from one level

activities this past Sunday.
A number of most favourable comments have already
been received, and it is highly satisfactory to know

covered by ivy or blackberries, but a group of volun-

appearance to the Thames this coming Spring.

to the next is still visible.

Most of the track is

that our shop-window will present a more attractive

teers could clear mostofthis in a weekend.

Yours sincerely,
E. E. AVERY:

I was unable to find out whether steel rails were
used, but it appeared that the concrete tracks which
ran down hill had central grooves.

С.

Whether this

wasfor the wheels to fit in or for the cables we were
unable to discover.

LEE AND STORT HIRE CRUISERS

Hallingbury Mill, Gaston Green

Although the boiler house is a pile of ruins now,
one could trace where the mechanism fitted; and on
top of the place there were huge blocks of concrete
with holes for the large wheels, and others with
holes for the cables from the power house to the

Nr. Bishop's Stortford
Slipway and Moorings in lovely surroundings — 29 miles from London
41-seat Day Cruiser for Charter

trough. Unfortunately, we did not have any tools
for digging out any of these holes.

Refreshments and Toilet on Board; Licensed
2/3/4 berth Cruisers for your holiday on the

The basin at the foot of the plane is now privately

Rivers Stort and Lee

owned; but the owner allows peopleto visit the basin

if they arereally interested, and have no rubbish to
dispose of. The basin could be attractive if people
would not persist in dumping rubbish each time the
owner clearsit up.

Brochure 6d. from Reg. Office:

55 Scarborough Drive, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex
Telephone: Southend 77660
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LETTERS

5 Seaforth Gardens,
Winchmore Hill, N.21.

Again this basin is shallow.

DEAR EDITOR,
Reading the August issue of Windlass, T saw
that
one of the members had passed through the Foxto
n
flight, and noticed the lack of evidence of the
lift.
You remarked that that was an ideal opportunity
for
industrial archaeologists to get to work before
it is
too

late.

1 am therefore taking this opportunity to relate a
survey carried out by myself and a friend in May, in

case no one else had done a survey, and in the
hopes

that perhaps the LW.A. could organise a proper
one.

The lower docks are

still recognisable and a lot could be found out by

digging the silt and bushes away from the central
area. Unfortunately, B.W.B. or someone has again

sunkice breakers in the basin.

Although all of the machinery was sold as scrap,

there is much work which could be done both in

surveying the remains, andin clearing up both of the

basins and cutting back the undergrowth. Perhaps
the I.W.A. could organise some weekends up there

with local help.

This would also depend on the

consent of the owner being obtained.

One other point, for anyone who wishes to get
away from city life, Foxton Lock cottage is now

1 was fortunate in that my colleague was himse
lf a

surveyor, and so was able to explain a numb
er of

vacant.

technicalities to me.

Applications to B.W.B. please.

Yours sincerely,
D. WILLIAMSON.

If one approached from the summit level, the
inclined plane arm branches off to the right. It
is

now badly silted, and we were unable to get 2 ft.
draft craft up it. The towpath's which ran on both
sides of the cut are now overgrown with blackb
erry
bushes.

THE NATIONAL TRUST
River Wey Navigation

Guildford Wharf,
Friary Street,

After approximately 100 ft. the canal has been
stopped off, by building a wall across the canal, and
sinking two ice breaking boats (both in good condi
-

Guildford, Surrey.

tion). The barrier is approximately 8 ft. wide.

T. Dodwell, Esq.,*
Inland Waterways Association,

17th January, 1967

Beyond that, the canal remains “dry”, although
anyone whovisits it will see that it is a good examp
le
of why canals make bad roads. All the rainwater
that collects there remains until it evaporates, or very
slowly perculates the puddled clay. There are a
number of bushes and small trees in the canal, but
they could all be removed.
One surprising factor about the “dry” section is
that it is approximately 7 ft. deep in the centre,
unlike the navigable part which has 3 ft. water and
4 ft. silt.
The large buttresses which connected the canal to

thereby, may I register sincere appreciation of the
outstanding improvement to the appearance of the
Thames Lock area resultant upon your Members”
activities this past Sunday.

to the next is still visible.

been received, and it is highly satisfactory to know

“Adelina”,

Woodham Lock,

Woodham,
Weybridge, Surrey.
Dear Mr. Dodwell,
Onbehalfof the National Trust, River Wey Naviga-

tion, and the many user and visitors who will benefit

the troughs still stand, and the track from one level

A number of most favourable comments have already

Most of the track is

covered by ivy or blackberries, but a group of volun-

that our shop-window will present a more attractive
appearance to the Thames this coming Spring.

teers could clear most ofthis in a weekend.
T was unable to find out whether steel rails were

Yours sincerely,

used, but it appeared that the concrete tracks which
ran down hill had central grooves. Whether this

E. E. AVERY.

wasfor the wheelsto fit in or for the cables we were
unable to discover.

LEE AND STORT HIRE CRUISERS

Although the boiler house is a pile of ruins now,
one could trace where the mechanism fitted; and on
top of the place there were huge blocks of concrete

Hallingbury Mill, Gaston Green
Nr. Bishop's Stortford

Slipway and Moorings in lovely sur-

with holes for the large wheels, and others with

roundings — 29 miles from London
41-seat Day Cruiser for Charter

holes for the cables from the power house to the
trough. Unfortunately, we did not have any tools

for digging out any of these holes.

Refreshments and Toilet on Board; Licensed
2/3/4 berth Cruisers for your holiday on the
Rivers Stort and Lee

The basin at the foot of the plane is now privately

owned; but the owner allows peopleto visit the basin

if they arereally interested, and have no rubbish to

dispose of.

Brochure 6d. from Reg. Office:

The basin could be attractive if people

55 Scarborough Drive, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex

would not persist in dumping rubbish each time the

Telephone: Southend 77660

ownerclears it up.
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For the beginner:
A Standard handbook

For the experienced:
An indispensable reference book
John Hankinson’s

CANAL CRUISING
There are many books about the canals

themselves and about personal experiences
on canals. Butthere is no concise
book about how to arrange a canal

cruising holiday, what sort of boat to

choose, how to work locks, in fact, all

those small points which should be

understood beforehand.
John Hankinson’s much-needed book

now fills the gap.

Its 112 pages of

valuable and readable information

coverall aspects of canal cruising.

Fully illustrated with numerous
photographs and maps, Canal Cruising
Costs 25s.

Published by

WARD LOCK & Co., Lid.

116 Baker Street,
London, W.1.

Please mention WINDLASS when replying to advertisements

LINDA DAY CRUISES
LINDA CRUISES WILL BE RUNNING FROM COSGROVE LOCK (5 MINUTES
BY ROAD FROM STONY STRATFORD BUCKS).

No. 59 APR

YOU CAN CHOOSE FROM SIX DIFFERENT CRUISES, ALL OF WHICH TAKE
YOU THROUGH LOVELY COUNTRY.

Among the Linda’s many passengers the cruises are of great interest
to are—Hospitals, Schools, Firms Outings, Womans Institute, Towns-

womans Guilds etc.

40 passengers accommodated.

Please write for Brochure and all enquiries to:MR. &

MRS. CROSSLEY, LINDA CRUISES,
WOLVERTON BUCKS.

COSGROVE

LOCK,

TEL: STONY STRATFORD 3377. BETWEEN 9 & 12 A.M.

Do you
recognise

her ?
Le she is a fine Broads cruiser as used by one of the best Norfolk yards and
one ofour fleet (two, three, four and six berth) cruising Irish waterways. Our boats
travel the Grand Canal, Barrow and Shannon. Our rates are reasonable and you
have no travelling expenses after Dublin, as free transport is laid on to our base.
Our broad clear canal has only 24 locks in the 80 miles from Lucan (our base) to the
Shannon. You'll meet the nicest people and have the holiday of a lifetime. Why
not write now for a free brochure to

Phone: 42311 or 43121

JOY LING CRUISERS LTD. - 18 Berkeley Street, Dublin 7
Printed by C. Luff & Co., Slough
and Published by The London and Home Counties Branch ofthe 1.W.A. Ltd.

The G.L.
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