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WINTER LANDSCAPE. WITH FIGURES

Sulhampstead Working Party
Journal of THE LONDON and HOME COUNTIES BRANCH of

The Inland Waterways Association Ltd. Published alternate months

(D. Harris)

FERRY YACHT STATION

THAMES DITTON
surrey

“MAID” LINE
CRUISERS LTD.

Tel: Emberbrook 0271 (3 lines)
(Alternative Turn-round Points at Reading and Brinklow, near Coventry)
b

We are Sole Booking Agents for other cruisers operating on the Thames,
the Severn, and Avon, and the Canals from Amington, Bunbury,

Stratford-on-Avon, Tewkesbury, Cropredy, etc, also on the lovely
River Marne in France.

Several exciting new cruisers are being added to our Thames and
Canal Fleets.
NEARLY 100 CRAFT, MODERN SELF-STARTING DIESEL AND
PETROL ENGINES, ELECTRIC LIGHT, SAFETY GAS INSTALLATIONS
Foam rubber mattress. Refrigerators. Gas cookers with ovens.
“Kepcold” cold boxes. Running hot water systems.

Full Details in our new 1966 88-PAGE COLOUR ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE

Canal Pleasureeraft (Stourport) Ltd.
Tel.: 2970

STOURPORT-ON-SEVERN, Worcs.

FIRST TO DESIGN AND BUILD MOTOR CRUISERS
ESPECIALLY FOR USE ON THE WHOLE OF THE
CANAL AND RIVER NETWORK
2 to 6 berth fully equipped and comfortable motor cruisers for hire
on the canals and rivers Severn and Avon
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Latest types include these unique special features:—
CLOSED-CIRCUIT KEEL COOLING
HOT WATER TO ALL CABINS
LARGE FULLY OPENING WINDOWS
GAS COOKING WITH OVEN AND GRILL
PYE TRANSISTOR BUILT-IN RADIO
ELECTRIC SHAVING POINT
LARGE REFRIGERATOR
FORMICA SURFACES
ELECTRIC LIGHTS
WIPE-CLEAN LYONIDE DUNLOPILLO CUSHIONS

ILLUSTRATED

BROCHURE

ON

REQUEST
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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES
T HERE is no doubtthat it was an experience — the sense of
teamwork, achievement, and personal triumph coupled

with the satisfaction of seeing a formidable job done, and
well done. Of course driving down in the pouring rain one
doubted one’s sanity in even going, and certainly friends were

convinced of one’s madness. However, on arrival (only
achieved byfiendishly clever map reading and a large slice of
luck) when the rain gave up the obviously unequal struggle
and wasreplaced by sunshine, one swapped a jacket for sweaters
and a leather coat (relic of a more distant and greater battle),
put on wellingtons and a smile, grabbed an evil looking saw
and reported for duty, ready in fact for anything, even this, my
first visit to a Branch Working Party.
Those of you who have been to these eminently worthwhile

gatherings will doubtless have experienced such happenings

as enumerated above, and will already know the form such

working parties take, but to me it was a new experience.

The

fantastic efficiency of the power saws, with the most stubborn

of trees dropping before them, the pontoon plying slowly up
and down the river piled high with branches and undergrowth,
looking for all the world like an Indian funeral barge, the

enormous bonfires behind the river banks which consumed

the largest of trunks, and above all the skill, energy and
enthusiasm displayed by the typically varied band of L.W.A.
members and helpers. ~All of them ignored the early rain,
the appalling weather forecast and the incredibly muddy
ground in which boots were lost and people fell on more than

oneoccasion, intent only on ensuring that this particular section
of the Wey would tell of their coming for a very long time to

come.

And tell it undoubtedly will, for the transformation

by the Anchor at Pyrford represented no minor achievement.

Fun it certainly was, hard work too, but the beer in the middle
and the satisfaction at the end were ample compensations for

time and effort given to such a cause.

If you have not already been to one of the Branch’s working
parties, or indeed to any LW.A. working party, do try and
go to at least one. I promise you it’s worth the effort, and

think of the lazy day youcan have the following Sunday!

UXBRIDGE RALLY
By TIM DODWELL,

Rally Chairman

MEMBERS will have received their copies of the Rally
Programme with this number of Windlass. If you arecoming
by boat, please send in your entry form in good time so that
we shall be able to organise the necessary facilities. The
Saturday evening get-together of crews will be in the Uxbridge
Cruising Club clubhouse, which has a licensed bar (open to
members attending the Rally for the occasion) and a light
refreshment buffet is being laid on — no tickets, but pay for

what you eat.
The Rally offers an excellent opportunity for boats from the

Thames to explore the lower part of the Grand Union Canal
in company, so encourage your Thames-only cruising friends

to come and have a look.

(continued on page 14)

Coming Events .. . Recent Activities
SUNDAY, 17th APRIL. WORKING PARTY AT
SULHAMSTEAD

The boat will start from Queenborough Head at approximately 11 a.m. and will proceed along the Swale

failed to achieve its objective of tidying up at the

on the flood tide, passing the Kingsferrylifting bridge,
Ridham Dock, where wood and pulp are unloaded

THE last working party on the Kennet in January

rebuilt Sulhamstead Lock because of the frozen state

of the ground, but did other useful work instead — see
separate report. This time we hope to do what we
originally intended, in conjunction with members of

the Kennet and Avon Canal Trust.
..MEET AT THEALE SWING BRIDGE

(as

before) at 10.00 a.m. As this is on the early side, a
guide will remain at the bridge up till 10.30 to direct
people to the actual site.

Anyone needing transport

from the station should inform Mr. D. D. Hutchings,
The Coppice, Elm Lane, Lower Earley, Reading,

for the Sittingbourne paper mills, the mouths of Milton

and Conyer Creeks and on down the widening channel
to Harty Ferry. Here we shall land so that members
can eat their sandwiches and sample the brew at the
attractive Ferry House Inn above the water. Re-

embarking after lunch we shall return up the Swale

and into the Medway at Sheerness.

Then on up the

estuary on the top of the tide to Chatham, where the

trip will end and we shall have tea.

In view of the distance involved it is impracticable
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Berks, or Tim Dodwell, in advance.

to start and finish the trip at the same place, so the
following plan will operate. Members coming by

raid shelter overlooking ①
converted into a home by

SUNDAY APRIL 24th. CRUISE OF BOATS
FROM CHELMSFORD TO LITTLE BADDOW
TO celebrate the construction of boat rollers around

and a single from Chatham to Queenborough.

Queenborough, taking a return ticket to Chatham

Mem-

round the glowing embers
and ate oranges and home-r

(car park details will be sent with tickets) and will
catch the 10.10 train from Chatham to Queenborough,

disappeared under invigora

newly

built sluices at Chelmsford the Branch

are holding a cruise of boats on Sunday, April 24th.
The object of the cruise is to draw attention to the
new facilities.
The Cruise will start at the present
Headquarters of the Chelmsford Boating Club in

train must catch the 9.14 a.m. train from Victoria to

bers coming by road will leave their cars at Chatham

taking a single ticket (4/3).

Thistrain is in fact the

9.14 from Victoria. The whole party will now be on
board the same train and on arrival at Queenborough

Waterhouse Lane, Chelmsford, at 11 o’clock sharp

it is about five minutes’ walk from the station to the

Baddow, at about 4.00

suggested as no refreshments can be obtained along

direct to London from Chatham and car drivers will
have their vehicles at hand.

The Canal Company have indicated that owing to
water shortage it is unlikely that it will be possible

Tickets: members 12/6, non-members 15/-, tea 4/-,

and will terminate at Little Baddow Lock, Little
p.m.

A

packed lunch is

the route.

to operate the locks, although a definite decision will

be made nearer the day.

In the circumstances craft

taking part should be confined to those which can be

portaged at the locks. This is fairly easy, and it is
hoped that those taking part will help each other if

there are any difficulties.

The Branch are particularly inviting owners of
light dinghies and punts to take part as well as canoes

so as the emphasise the variety of boats which can use
the waterway. Outboards are permitted, provided

that no petrol or oil is discharged into the water.

The entry fee includes the cost of a day licence on

the Chelmer and Blackwater Canal.

Entry forms and further information can be obtained
from J. E. Marriage, Budds Farmhouse, Highwood,

Chelmsford, Essex.

Please enclose s.a.e.

APRIL 29th.
BRANCH ANNUAL DINNER,
at THE ZOO. Tickets 37/6 from the Branch
Social Secretary. S.A.E.with Order. Hurry! Hurry!

Hurry!

SUNDAY, Sth JUNE. RIVER SWALE BOAT
TRIP

"THIS year, for the first time ever, members are

given the opportunity of a trip on the River Swale

Which separates the Isle of Sheppey from the mainland.

hard.

Atthe end of the trip rail passengers can return

their

eight

months

resto
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Bring packed lunch and protection from the weather.
from Mr. D. Salmon, Springhill Cottage, Yardley

Park Road, Tonbridge, Kent, to whom cheques should

be made payaple (please send s.a.e.).

tion is advisable.

Early applica-

SULHAMPSTEAD WORKING PARTY

Sundayis usually a day of rest, especiallyif it is

snowing, blowing and cheerless out of doors. Sunday,
January 16th, was all of this, as well as being slippery

underfoot, but it did not stop some thirty members

of the London and Home Counties Branch from setting
about a mile of hedge cutting and other clearing above
Sulhampstead Lock on the Kennet and Avon Canal.
Reading Branch members of the K & A Trust
welcomed car-load after van-load of motley clad
volunteers as pre-arranged, at Sheffield swing bridge
near Theale. Some walked up alongside the cut,
whilst others preferred to bump across the fields in

their cars to the lock, armed with an assortment of
picks, shovels and slashers.
But for the snow it was

originally planned generally to clear-up round the
reconstructed lock by moving earth and filling sand bags

and so on, but the frozen ground turned the party’s

energies to the job one jump ahead, to the thick undergrowth and clogged ditch along the cut.
Young and old alike wielded slashers, choppers and
bush saws, and the steadily increasing piles of saplings,

WIL

NARROW BOA
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(Orders acce

ALL CL
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DESIGNS A
ENQUIRIES TO:

WILLOW

hawthorne bushes and trees soon made some spectacular
bonfires. At first the task looked formidable, for the
hedgerow intertwined with strips of wire had matured

over the years, with brambles, ivy and a host of hardy

saplings. Some inspiration must have spurred everyone on, for neither the toughness of the task, nor the
biting wind seemed to slow proceedings down. To

for the draglines which will now be able to dump their
spoil in its place, we hope in the late Spring.
On behalf of the Trust, thank you, Tim Dodwell,

for organising such an energetic and enthusiastic crowd
of helpers. Let us know when you can come again.

DAVID HARRIS

make matters more difficult the ditch bordered the

hedge on one side, but cold muddy water didn’t seem

WINTER MEETING

to make any difference either.

By lunch time progress had been made as far as
the accommodation swing bridge (completely restored

by British Waterways in September 1965) about a
third of the way up the cut.Anoraks and sweaters were

grabbed from the piles of sawn up logs, and some

retired for thermos tea and sandwiches in the old air-

raid shelter overlooking the lock. This had been
converted into a home by the prison labour during
their eight months restoration work. Others sat
round the glowing embers of one of the many fires,
and ate oranges and home-made bread.
Back to work, and more fires as the hedgerows

disappeared under invigorated blows. Some bonfires
were better than others, but as darkness approached
it became obvious that one was outstanding. It was
really worth seeing when everyone downed tools and
piled the remainder of the hedge cuttings on top

Maybeit is still burning! A worthwhile job has been
done,the entire hedgerow has been cleared in readiness

ON

January 20th those who managed

to over-

come weather and traffic conditions were able

to enjoyan interesting talk by Mr. E. W. H. Peterson

In his Dutch barge Willemein luxuriously converted
to a six berth sailing cruiser, he has cruised many of
the waterways of Europe, and reached as far south
as the Meditteranean, and Corsica, and on our own

waterways, as far as Stoke Bruerne and Birmingham.
The slides of Willemein on all these varied waterways

made excellent viewing, the lush scenery of the South

of France was an aspect of cruising not covered
before at one of our meetings. The description and
views of the Willemein under tow up the Rhone were
hair-raising indeed, and provided a climax to a most
interesting evening. Mr. Peterson indicated his
intention of cruising in Denmark and Scandinavia in
the future; we can perhaps look forward to another

enjoyable evening listening to more of his adventures.

E. PULL

WILLOW WREN GROUP

WILLOW
NARROW BOAT CONVERSION CAPACITY NOW AVAILABLE AT
RUGBY.
NR.
STON,
BRAUN
WREN YARD,

A FEW HULLS FOR SALE SUBJECT TO CONVERSION AT YARD.
(Orders accepted in strict rotation for 1966 delivery)
ALL CLASSES OF SHIPWRIGHT AND ENGINEERING WORK
CARRIED OUT, INCLUDING METAL AND WOOD
DESIGNS

AND

LAYOUTS

WITH

FULL

ESTIMATES

ENQUIRIES TO:

UNDERTAKEN

WILLOW WREN GROUP, BULLS BRIDGE, HAYES ROAD,
SOUTHALL, MIDDLESEX.
TELEPHONE: HAYES 2277

Grand Union Canal

The Hanwell Flight is

AROUND THE WATERWAYS
LEE AND STORT NAVIGATIONS
SOME very encouraging news is coming out of
the Lee and Stort Valley. The Lee and Stort

Development Committee — set up in 1957 — originally
formed in conjunction with and to implement the

efforts of the Inland Waterways Association has
enlisted no fewer than 13 Local Councils through

whose areas the rivers flow together with Private

Members, Cruising Clubs, Commercial undertakings

and Angling Associations, to all of which must be

added the assistance given by the British Waterways
Local Department, in a co-operativeeffort to provide
facilities for all river users where they do not exist,

or to improve those that do.

In this connection

it is pleasing to report that three Local Authorities

are examining the possibilities of providing Elsan

and Waste Disposal Points in areasto be agreed upon.

Following the highly successful Rally organisaed

by the London and Home Counties Branch and held
at Harlow in 1965, Harlow Council are now very

enthusiastic to combine Moorings, Elsan Disposal

Units, etc., with their Riverside Park and Sports Area

Scheme in the vicinity of Burnt Mill Lock.

Un-

fortunately this project is now held up due to the
“squeeze” on expenditure. Bishop's Stortford Council is also eager to improve the Waterway at the head
of the Stort practically in the centre of their very

fine town and it is understood that the Council Sur-

veyor is negotiating with the British Waterways in
this matter. Again any immediate action is most

unlikely due to the curb on expenditure.
In general the condition of both rivers is good and
it is very encouraging to have the assurance of the

Local British Waterways Engineer that he will continue to do all within his power to keep the Rivers,

Locks, etc., in good order.

The Rivers Lee and

Stort are not as well known as some otherrivers and
canals but a warm welcome awaits those who do

venture forth to new pastures where the scenery varies

on Saturday afternoons an

normal

THE River Stour Action Committee will be holding

the following cruises on the river during the

coming season:—

Saturday, May 22nd - Sunday, May 23rd. A
camping weekend on the upper section of the river.
The party will start at Sudbury and paddle down to

Bures, where a camp will be arranged.

The following

day the party will continue to Langham. This section
of the river is less well known than the lower part
butjust as beautiful and, if anything, passing through
more remote countryside. Persons not wishing to
camp may, if they wish, take part in one day only.
Someof the portages area little difficult and therefore
only canoes and other light craft which can be

portaged should be used.

There isno objection to outboards, provided no
pollution is caused.
Sunday, September 25th. A day cruise starting

from

Langham

and

ending

at

Brantham.

This

cruise is over the section of the river which the

Association is campaigning for re-opening to larger
boats by the bringing back into use of the four

surviving locks.

The cruise passes through the best

known section of the river known as

“Constable's

Country” from Dodham to Flatford, the scene of many
of that well known artist's paintings.

All boats able to be portaged around the locks are

welcome.

No

objections are raised

Budds Farmhouse, Highwood, Chelmsford, Essex.
A TRAILER Boat Rally will be held

September

16-18th on the Great Ouse at Bedford, as part

of the Bedford Charter Year celebrations.

Among

the attractions will be an illuminated procession of

and of the whole length ofthe Stort.

the river is unnavigable except for portable boats,

A very useful and interesting Booklet —The Rivers

of three shillings and sixpence (four shillings if sent

by post) from the I.W:A. Publications Department
or from the Lee and Stort representative on the Lon-

don and Home Counties Branch.

RIVER RODING

E. A. Quick

A RIVER Roding Amenities Society

has been

formed to establish a Roding riverside walk from

Barking through Woodford to Ongar.

The scheme,

which would not be on the scale of the Lea Valley

scheme, would provide a pleasant walk, kept to a
reasonable standard, and free from rubbish heaps.

Problems arise because the M.I1 is scheduled to

cross the Roding at South Woodford.

There will also be a

prize for the boat coming the longest distance.

As

from St. Neots to Bedford, all craft must be trailed.
There will be ample slipways, parking facilities for

trailers, water, toilet facilities, etc.
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been selected to take maxi

to and from the River Tha

ford Tidal Lock (No. 101

before to three hours afte
Brentford Lock (No. 100)

Locks Nos. 99 and 98 ma
any time. The Hanwell
be specially opened from
Sunday
April

April

10

17

(Easter Sunday

E

i

May
May
May

1
22
30 (Whit-Monday

June

19

July
July
Aug.
Aug.

17
31
14
”
В
28 (Aug. Bank Hol

Sept.

②⑤

July

Sept.

Oct.
Oct.

for craft returnin
Uxbridge Rally

-

③

11

>

。

2
16

* Subjectto|

Although under no obliga

well advised to contact B

8941, before entering or

Barlow and his staff are

RIVER GREAT OUSE

boats, with various prizes.
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from commercial grime in the lower reaches of the
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GRAND UNION
Weekend Lock Opening in the London Area

BRITISH Waterways are again to open certain

locks in the London area at weekends during
1966. These special arrangements for pleasure craft

are an extension with the Association of Waterways

Cruising Clubs, representing the cruising clubs on

the canals and rivers in the London area and with the
London and Home Counties Branch of the LW.A.

The arrangements follow the pattern of last year and

are summarised below.

Hugh Me

The Clock House, Upper Hz

Grand Union Canal

Hertford Union and Regent’s Canal Locks to St.

on Saturday afternoons and Sunday mornings under

Regent’s Canal, Kentish Town, Hawley and Hampstead
Road Locks open under existing arrangements to

The Hanwell Flight is already open for periods

normal summer lock-working. In addition, 14
Sundays between 10th April and 16th October have
been selected to take maximumadvantage ofsuitable
tidal conditions, to allow unrestricted passage of craft

to and from the River Thames at weekends.

Brant-

ford Tidal Lock (No. 101) is open from two hours
before to three hours after high water, at each tide.

Brentford Lock (No. 100) has similar opening times.
Locks Nos. 99 and 98 may be operated by crews at
any time. The Hanwell Flight (Locks 97-90) will
be specially opened from 1500-1900 hours on:—
Sunday
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connect with the above.

Nine Sundays have been chosen, to give at least
one opening each month and to coincide as far as
possible, with A.W.C.C. and I.W.A. arrangements :—
April 10 Easter Sunday
8 (Return from A.W.C. Meeting at Spring
May
Lee GC)
May 22 (Craft en route to I.W.A. Uxbridge Rally)

H.W. Brentford

May

Uxbridge Rally
e
。

Pancras Lock from 16.00 — 20.00.

ue
っ
。

13.1

4

return

(Craft
Rally)

from

I.W.A.

Uxbridge

(Craft return from A.W.C. Meeting at
Lee and Stort C.C.)

(Craft return from St. Pancras C.C. and

Spring Lee C.C. Boat Handling Competi-

tion on River Lee)

12.55
16.18

16.22
15.16
15.26

13.59
14.22
⑬.00

12.53
⑰.①⑧
17.05

* Subject to final agreement

Although under no obligation to do so, owners are
well advised to contact Brentford Depot, ISLeworth

8941, before entering or leaving the canal; Mr.
Barlow and his staff are always very helpful and
courteous.

Regent’s and Hertford Union Canals and River Lee

Passage may be made on Saturday mornings,

under normal Lock opening, from the Long Level

via the Hertford Union to the Lee, where the

Oct.
30
Owners are advised to inform Paddington Toll
Office (cunningham 6101) of their intended journey,
although thisis again not compulsory as the Hertford
Union Locks (normally requiring 24 hours notice for
opening) will be open from 08.00-12.00 on the Satur-

days immediately preceding the Special Sunday
Openings. Mr. H. Turner and his staff will always

offer useful advice.

The announcement regarding these arrangements
was made by British Waterways in a press statement
Copies of the opening times are

on 24th February.

being sent to all licensed boat-ownersin the London

Area.

This advance information will enable boat

owners to plan their journeys on London’s water-

ways at weekends well ahead.
Our thanks are due to British Waterways for their

co-operation.

Let us hope that the arrangement

they have made for the second year running and
which involve them in considerable expense in overtime payments,etc., will prove to be justified.

O. S. TURNER

mechanised Locks are open on Saturday afternoons.
In order to allow the return passage fromthe River

Lee fo St. Pancras Basin, the Cumberland Basin and
the Long Level, locks will be open on certain Sunday
afternoons:—

River Lee, Ponders End, Picketts, Stonebridge and

Tottenham Locks from 12.00 — 16.00 hours.

RIVER WEY
Volunteers for week end Lock keeping will be

wanted this Summer.

Hugh McKnight Photography
The Clock House, Upper Halliford, Shepperton, Middx.

Details from Bryan Nicoll,

address on page three.

Sunbury-on-Thames 3319

CANAL PHOTOGRAPHS
in monochrome and colour,
for private and commercial
use. Commissions undertaken.
General and commercial
photography.
requirements. Write stating

BOAT SHOW ’66
BY STANLEY TIMS
Probably the biggest point of interest in so far as

Last year I had some rather forceful comments to

readers of Windlass are concerned, was that this

make about one particular firm that were exhibiting.

able sized narrow-beam boats on view in addition to

where it is due, there was a decided improvement — for

year for the first time there was a selection of reason-

the usual range of ouboard craft that just happen
to have a beam ofless than 7ft. Pride of place must
go to the 36ft. cruiser exhibited by Davison Bros.,
of Long Eaton, if only for their attempt to break
away from the “tram car” concept whichis so difficult

to avoid in a boat with restricted beam. The centre
wheelhouse had a sliding roof and sides, rather after

the style of some of the recent Broads craft, which

keeps down the overall height of the boat, enabling
her to pass under bridges without the helmsman

having to be out in the rain. The saloon had an
L-shaped settee which, apart from affording more

storage spcae on the opposite side of the boat, also

gives the impression of more floor space. No
bottled gas was used on this boat, cooking being

doneby a Perkinsoil-fired stove which also provided a
hot water system, including a radiator in the saloon.

Based on a “Seacrete” hull and fitted with a Lister
diesel engine, the price was in the region of £4,000,

and for another £100 or so dual steering and controls

could be fitted in the very spacious stern cockpit.
‘Maid Line’ Cruisers Ltd. exhibited a 43ft. 6/8 berth
canal cruiser complete with flourescent lighting, hot
water, rerigerator and a bath which demonstrated

that this firm is still in the forefront when it comes
to designing and building craft of this type.

The

one criticism that could be made, in all fairness, of

this boat is the fact that as far as one could see if one

had a full complement of crew they would have to eat

in shifts for although she had a household-size

cooker, there was a deficiency oftable and “putting`
space. This point has been mentioned by everybody

1 know who has seen her, and I'm sureit is well within
thecapabilities of ‘Maid Line“ to rectify thematter on

subsequent boats of this class.

Dobsons of Shadlow gave a repeat showing of

their 28ft. 4-berth — a sturdy traditionally built cruiser

with full headroom and all mod. con. which should

appeal to the “middleman” who wants something
better than a two- occasional four -berth outboard
cruiser and yet cannot entirely disregard cost.

Another welcome new comer to Earl's Court was
Dawncraft cruisers of Kinver, who showed the 25ft.
and 30ft. models fromtheir extensive range.

These

craft could be fitted with either outboard or inboard

engines and without engines were prices at under

£2,000.

One would not pretend that for general

finish, etc, that they were in the same class as the

previously mentioned boats and for the price it
couldn’t be expected. Nevertheless these boats were
by no means inadequate and should prove popular
and satisfactory.

These people were showing again this year, and credit

instance they’d obviously given the boats three coats

of varnish. instead of two — butthereis still room for a
great deal more improvement.

The woodwork is

still very “bitty”, the hulls are somewhat uneven and
the whole boat just doesn't look “right”. Ironically
these things are selling extremely well!
Thelargest boat at the Show was a 59 footer shown

by C. Van Lent and Sons.

This had been built for a

client who had unfortunately died before taking

delivery and a most impressive boat she was, despite
the fact that the signwriting of the name was some of

the worst I have seen.

A friend of mine upon being

told that the price was in the region of £45,000,
enquired if they came any cheaperif he ordered three!

The salesman was not amused!

1 suppose the “newest” thing to be seen at the
Sorts this year was the Fairey Hydraulic Drive,

Which consists of a hydraulic power pack that mounts
on the engine in place of a gear box, and hydraulic

tubes which lead to an underwater motor-propellor

unit. This enables the engine to be mounted where
convenient, transversely if need be —as there is no
propellor shaft and stern tube required. It is nota

cheap unit, although for new construction it is only
marginally more than a conventional installation with
single-lever controlled, oil-operated gearbox, as the
installation costs are somewhat reduced. The big

advantage of course is that accommodation no longer

has to be planned round the engine and shafting.

A relief valve protects the motor from shock loads

resulting from the propellor striking bottom, or

winding in the stern rope.

I attended a demonstra-

tion ofthis unit last autumn in the course of which
the stern rope did accidentally go overboard and

become entangled with the propellor. Immediately
the relief valve came into operation enabling the

rope to be pulled clear before it had wound up tightly

or damaged the propellor — a very
that should find favour amongst
fraternity. It was interesting to
the hire cruiser firms, including

fitting them.

useful development
the inland cruising
see that several of
‘Maid’ Line, were

The harbour feature was based on old Amsterdam,
but having never been to Holland I cannot vouch for

THE AYLE

3 THE CANAL

its authenticity. I didn’t, however, think it particularly inspired, or inspiring, except of course when

Simpson's staged their parade of bikinis, etc., when

one tended to become oblivious of one's surroundings

Whatever they may have been! There was one girl
in particular — but I digress. Perhaps one day we
can have an English canal scene with a traditionally

Ple

AYLESBURY

CRUISERS

Ample headroom—for tall folk!

Your pets can come—for family peace of mind!
Life jackets—for the little ones!
Electric light—for evenings and tunnels!
Shaver point—for the “Skipper”!
Built-in Radios—for the weather forecast!
Unspoilt countryside—for viewing!
Refrigerators—for ice cold drinks, etc.!
Your holiday is safe—for young and elderly!
Constant hot and cold water—for washing up!
Reading lights—for finishing that last chapter!
Unique extra, Television—for a wet evening!
Individual attention—for all needs!
Showers (H. & C.)—for personal freshness!
Easy handling—for everyone!
Reliable gas cooker—for the galley slave!
Service—for all of you, from all of us at—

THE AYLESBURY CRUISER COMPANY, LIMITED
3 THE CANAL BASIN, AYLESBURY, BUCKS. Tel. Aylesbury 2601

FREE BROCHURE
Please mention WINDLASS when replying to advertisements

painted narrow-boat in the pool.
(Presumably
B.W.B. would say “sorry, can't be done—there are
not any left!”).
The two outstanding hire craft this year were on
Hoseason’s stand. Firstly a 38ft. exercise in fibre
glass by Wilds of Horning, named Carribean”.
Undoubtedly the accommodation was splendid but

as a boat she is the nearest approach to a bath-tub
I have yet seen. Steering was fromright forward and

vision to the rear was almost non-existent.

flooded with orders for deliveryto the Mediterranean.

Yes, I think the Boat Showis here to stay. In a
comparatively short time it has become one of, if
not the major Show if only byreason of the diversity
of exhibits. Although a great number ofthe visitors

merely come for the day out, the trade in particular
must not disregard the fact that today’s ‘gongoozler”

There

mooring cleats gave the impression that they should
have been labelled “H. & C’. A very different

proposition, however, was “Santa Caterina”, built

by the very small yard of L. J. Eastwood Ltd., of

Brundall. This boat was magnificent, even by
today’s standards. She is 37ft. 6ins. long, 11ft. 6ins.
beam, 6/7 berth, counter-balanced sliding top which
converts the vast deck-saloon into an open cockpit,

TEENAGE HOLIDAYS
Exciting adventure holidays for 13—18's with
safety and supervision, variety and FUN.
Sailing . . Snorkelling . . . Pony Trekking . .
Canoeing . .. Caving. Choice of 18 inexpensive
tours in 7 countries. Free brochure giving
full details:
P.G.L. CLUB, DEPT. 5,

COMMERCE LANE,
LETCHWORTH,
HERTS.

shower bath, electric flush toilets, real tile surrounds
to the washbasin, etc., all beautifully finished and

luxuriously furnished. The price quoted for sale was
£7,000 and I don’t know how it can be done for the
price. Add another three and the firm should be
Bank Protection

Steel Piling

Asbestos Balkheading

Wet Docks

Landing Stages
Landscaping

Sliwways

Dredging

Planting Schemes, etc.

RIPARIAN OWNER SERVICE
T. HARRISON CHAPLIN LTD.
Meadhurst Park Nursery
Est. 1907 Sunbury-on-Thames Tel: 3371
Illustrated brochure on request

As companions to

is a potential client for tomorrow.

was a small cockpit ahead of the helmsman and as

the bow at deck-level was semi-circular the two chrome

Just Publ

LEE AND STORT HIRE CRUISERS
Hallingbury Mill, Gaston Green

Nr. Bishop's Stortford
Slipway and Moorings in lovely surroundings — 29 miles from London
41-seat Day Cruiser for Charter
Refreshments and Toilet on Board; Licensed
2/3/4 berth Cruisers for your holiday on the
Rivers Stort and Lee
Brochure 6d. from Reg. Office:
55 Scarborough Drive, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex
Telephone: Southend 77660

“Snipe”

An indispensable r
hard to bring back
plicated history o
navigation, togethe

THE
BOW CRE

Compiled by the L
of information abo
Obtainable

The Le
PUBLICATIONS

SA
RUE

4 &

or
Available from 200 Ibs. to
36 cwt. capacity, for boats
from 10ft. to 28ft. in length.

Capacity Length 14fc.
Capacity Weight 400 lbs,

Write for our fully illustrated
folders giving details of all
models.
Tilt frame

Capacity Length 17fe,
Capacity Weight 10 cwt

Y a

£84.0.0

LEW-WAYS LTD.
Watling Street, Cannock,
Staffs.
Telephone: Brownhills 2565

WHY NOT CC
AFLOAT?

P

Just Published

As companions to our successful Handbooks on the River Medway and River Wey
A HANDBOOK OF

The Essex and Suffolk

RIVER

STOUR

SUDBURY TO BRANTHAM LOCK
An indispensable reference book to this delightful river which the Branch is trying
hard to bring back to navigable order. It contains a unique summary of the complicated history of this waterway and the first ever detailed description of the
navigation, together with map.

A HANDBOOK OF
THE RIVERS LEA AND STORT
BOW CREEK TO HERTFORD AND BISHOP'S STORTFORD

Compiled by the Lee and Stort Development Committee this book contains a wealth
of information about the two rivers and is a must for the waterways enthusiast.
Price 3/6 each (4/- post free)
Obtainable from:

The London & Home Counties 1.W.A.
PUBLICATIONS DEPT., 114 REGENT'S PARK ROAD, LONDON, N.W.I

Jaint Line Cruisers
RUE DE L'AQUEDUC, POINCY PAR TRILPORT,
SEINE ET MARNE, FRANCE

4 & 6 Berth Luxury Cruisers for Hire
ォォオオオオ

on the French Rivers and Canals
Continuous Hot and Cold Water

Navigation Charts
Flush Toilets
Transistor Radios

Hot Showers

Economical Diesel Engines

WHY NOT COMBINE A CONTINENTAL HOLIDAY WITH A HOLIDAY
WRITE NOW FOR 44 PAGE COLOUR BROCHURE
AFLOAT?
Please mention WINDLASS when replying to advertisements

BOOK PAGE
some of the earlier Small Boat series in this form.
Good value.

“HoLD oN A MINUTE” by Tim Wilkinson (George

Allen & Unwin 28/-)

In the recently published “Facts about the Water-

Southern France” and “Small Boat on the Thames”,

This

both by Roger Pilkington and published by Macmillan

argument attempting to prove the inefficiency of
narrow boat carrying does not take into account the
the fact that normally boats work as pairs and are

operated by married couples.

and Co., Ltd.

issue.

Tim Wilkinson and

Tired of the frustrations and restric-

50 SEATER AL
from Ru

Book”, “The Broads Book™ and “The Fens Book”.
Nowwe have “The Canals Book” and “The Shannon
Book” to add to theseries, all with attractive re-

MOORINGS—u
beautiful

We have long been familiar with “The Thames

tions of business life they operated the narrow boats
Chiswick and Bawtry for 18 months until trouble

from the author’s war wound forced them, reluctantly,
to go back to the land.

designed covers. Published by Geoffrey Dibb Ltd.
at 5/- each, these are absolutely essential features of
anycruising or browsing library.
“THE CANALS Book”
Nothing quite like this has appeared before, and

Does this book confirm the findings of the present
day narrow boat critics? On the contrary. In a
well written and fascinating account Tim describes
how he and the other boaters carried cargoes from

Regents Canal Dock and Brentford to Birmingham,

Northampton, Leicester and Derbyshire.

In doing

presumably still is, that for one third of their time

they lay idle waiting to be loaded or unloaded, or
waiting orders at Bulls Bridge. At depots served by
both narrow boats and motor transport the lorries

tions, and much more.

of congested or dangerous stretches.

errors or omissions, and states the book was prepared
for the press in six months, and it is expected to take

complete their load.
For much of their time they employed the son

three years to bring it up to the standard of the
rest of the series. I consider the standard is already

Tim

quickly taught John to read and write and helped
him compose his love letters to Emma, the daughter
of another boatman. It was far harder to convince
him that the life of the dance hall, pub and cinema
was not to be envied and inevitably led to bewilder-

excellent, and it is hard to find much to criticise, the
sudden changes of scale being the only one worth

mentioning.

“THE SHANNON Book™
This guide incorporates “Irish Waterways Cruise
and Angling Guide”. It is a pity the scope of the

ment and a loss of freedom. Tim appears to have
succeeded, however, as twelve years later John had
married his Emma and they operated their own pair

book in not indicated by its main title, as people

wanting a guide to the Grand Canal and River Barrow
may overlook it, believing it is only concerned with
the Shannon.

of narrow boats.

The foreword by L. T. C. Rolt was unnecessarily

gloomy and backward looking but this was more

Maps,illustrations, navigation hints and guide are
all excellent, angling is very well covered, and there
is a witty article on Don’t be a Galley Slave! There

than offset by the well chosen photographs, many of
our member,

The Editor

makes a request in this book for forgiveness for any

kept them waiting a whole weekend because the 5 p.m.
whistle stopped two crates being put on board to

been taken by

Copiously illustrated with

photographs, there are also large scale sketch maps

practices and dislike of a Number One boatman once

which had

RUGBY Wi

holidays, canoeing, code of conduct, first aid, publica-

Restrictive

of a boatman called John as a third hand.

ENQUIR

its numerous purchasers must be wondering how
they ever managed in the past. Here under one
cover are maps and details of all navigable canals
and watersways not covered by one of the others in
the series; how to operate locks, tolls and regulations,

so they could earn over £20 per weeek which by present
day rates would be nearer £30. The snag was, and

were always given priority treatment.

DE.
THE WATERWAYS SERIES

his fashion model wife Gay became such a boating

couple in 1948.

TRADITIONAL
Holidays,

These will be reviewed in our June

Hugh

McKnight. This book is a valuable addition to
anyone’s library asit deals with a rarely written about
aspect of canals. Not only does the book tell a
story but it has a moral as well, and it explains why

is a potted guide to Ireland and the Irish, which
manages to give briefly and humorously the essence
of that delightful people.

“THE THAMES Book™
Theofficial handbook ofthe Association of Thames

people join our Association.

Yacht Clubs, the Thames Hire Cruiser Association
and the Ship and Boat Builders Employers Associa-

“SMALL BOAT THROUGH FRANCE” by Roger
Pilkington. Macmillan (Paperback Edition (15/-)

tion.

Macmillans have recently published this book —

Every Thames activity is

reviewed by Windlass last August — in paperback
form. Style and presentation are exactly smiliar to

covered in this

in-

dispensable book, from flag etiquette to electronic

12

ョ

ton motor lorry.

LUXURY 11/12
with or
2-8 Berth CAB

We acknowledge receipt of “Small Boat Through

Ways” a single narrow boat was once again compared
in efficiency with a ten

Willow

the hard cover version and it is hoped to reprint

BOOK REVIEWS

ALL 1
LAUNCHIN
CAR AND T
TOWING.
AGENTS FO
Assoc

Willow Wren Hire Cruisers Ltd.
(Member of the Willow Wren Group)
LUXURY 11/12 Berth 70 ft. NARROW BOAT CONVERSION for charter
with or without crew.

Bath, H & C in all cabins.

Refrigerator, etc.

2-8 Berth CABIN CRUISERS

TRADITIONAL CANAL NARROW BOATS—Equipped for Mobile Camping
Holidays, available for parties up to 12.
50 SEATER ALL WEATHER WATER BUS for Private or Public Outings
from Rugby or Braunston—Light Refreshments—Fully Licenced Bar
MOORINGS—under full time supervision along private quarter mile branch off
beautiful Oxford Canal
55 miles almost lock free Cruising
ENQUIRIES to:

RUGBY WHARF - Forum Drive, Rugby, Warwicks.
Telephone: RUGBY 4520

ALLINGTON MARINA LTD.
ALLINGTON, MAIDSTONE, KENT
Tel. Maidstone 52057

ALL FACILITIES FOR BOATS
LAUNCHING RAMP FOR TRAILED CRAFT.
RIVERSIDE WATER AND FUEL PUMPS.
CAR AND TRAILER PARK. MOORINGS.
ELECTRICITY. CALOR GAS. CHANDLERY
TOWING. REPAIRS. INSURANCE. SALVAGE. BROKERAGE
AGENTS FOR — Littleship Paints, Esso, Evinrude, etc.
Associated with Medway Cabin Cruisers, Luxury Hire Craft
Please mention WINDLASS when replying to advertisements

aids,from rallies to maintenance, tide tables, camping
sites, tributaries and bridges. Maps and illustrations

to the usual excellent standard, and
“THE FENS Book”
Having been in a muddle about the Fenland waterways for years, [ welcomed this one in particular

of the series. Having read it I am in muchless of a
muddle. This book covers the Great Ouse, Cam,

Nene and tributaries, and Middle Level, with maps

and illustrations, cruising hints, by-laws of the
various navigation authorities, tide tables, angling,

hire craft, and a most interesting article on the flood

protection scheme.

“THE BROADS Book”

This is perhaps the most “touristy” of the series,

with articles on sun bathing and swimming. But
the maps and cruising directory are excellent, and

angling is well covered, as are maintenance, safety,

wildlife, tolls and byelaws, etc. This book contains
a directory of churches and times of services. This

Well, who did you vote for?
Red Rose of course.
Who's she? | didn’t know . . .
One ofthose adverts you see about.
You dark horse!
Sent me a brochure.
Pictures?
Not half — in colour too.
Mind if | — er — borrow it?
You get your own, old boy.
Where from?

is an excellent feature, and while it is not practicable

RED

Book.

Towpath,

for others, could well be incorporated into the Thames

Cよ

ROSE

CRUISERS

LIMITED

BERKHAMSTED,

Herts

Tel: BERKHAMSTED 1998

BOAT FA(

(For the time of your life, naturally)

sli

Continued from page Three.

be

Extra copies of the Rally Programme are available
from the Rally Secretary, Mr. J. C. Street, at 1/6d.
(post free). Mr. Street also has car-stickers and

WATERWAYS ATLAS
Now available; a complete Waterways Atlas

licity by displaying these, please write—again to the

showing

posters.

If you can help give the Rally some pub-

Secretary.

As usual there will be a host of jobs to be done,

both in preparing thesite, and in manning the LW.A.

Stand and other stalls. Anyone who can help is
asked to write to the I.W.A. Stand Organiser, Mr.

of the British Isles.
present

miles to 1in.

ALL navigations marked

condition.

1/- р. & р.).

4

colours.

Price 16/- (plus

TRADE ENQUIRIES INVITED

volunteers will not be needed, so please don’t hesitate

2 Lombardy Place, London, W.2

This does not mean that other
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Ideal for historians,

Natural drainage.

P. D. M. Wall, 105 Broadwood Avenue, Ruislip,
Middx, with details of availability, so that a roster

can be prepared.
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Comprehensive gazatteer.
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BARGE CRUISES ON THE RIVER SHANNON
The freshest idea in holidays for 1966
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- 7 DAYS ALL IN

WEAVER BOATS, 9 DUKE LANE, DUBLIN
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BLETCHLEY BOAT (0. LTD:|
BOAT SALES
We stock a full selection of the all encompassing range of
Dolphin Cruisers and Evinrude outboard motors. Secondhand cruisers and engines.
CUSTOM built cruisers up to 48ft. superbly built to the purchaser's
specification. Trial runs arranged in order to allow the customer
to decide on his own interior design. All boats and engines are
available on extended payments.

*

BOAT FACILITIES
Repairs and conversions.

Winter storage under cover.

A large

slipway enables boats from trailered craft to full size cruisers to
be slipped. Moorings, petrol and diesel fuel; oils and Calor gas.
BREAKDOWN SERVICE for private owners.

*

BOATS FOR HIRE
FIFTY self-drive luxury cabin cruisers, 2/8 berth, fully equipped
with the most comprehensive inventories, cookers, refrigerators,
water heaters, electric water systems, flush toilets and showers.

You may start from any of nine bases, including a Thames base, and
cover the Canals and Rivers of England. One-way cruises.

*

È

Please write to: Bletchley Boat Co. Ltd. (Dept. H.C.B.), Stoke
Road, Bletchley. State which of the above services you require
and the appropriate brochures will be sent to you;
or ring Bletchley 2193.

Please mention WINDLASS when replying to advertisements

|

aids,fromrallies to maintenance, tide tables, camping

sites, tributaries and bridges. Maps and illustrations
to the usual excellent standard, and
“THE FENS Book”

Having been in a muddle about the Fenland water-

ways for years, I welcomed this one in particular
ofthe series. Having read it I am in muchless of a
muddie. This book covers the Great Ouse, Cam,
Nene and tributaries, and Middle Level, with maps

One ofthose adverts you see about.
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hire craft, and a most interesting article on the flood
protection scheme.

You dark horse!
Sent me a brochure.
Pictures?

“THE BROADS Book”
This is perhaps the most “touristy” of the series,
with articles on sun bathing and swimming. But

Not half — in colour too.
Mind if | — er — borrow it?

and illustrations, cruising hints, by-laws of the
various navigation authorities, tide tables, angling,

the maps and cruising directory are excellent, and

angling is well covered, as are maintenance, safety,

wildlife, tolls and byelaws, etc.

This book contains

a directory of churches and times of services.
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is an excellent feature, and while it is not practicable
for others, could well be incorporated into the Thames
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Extra copies of the Rally Programmeare available
from the Rally Secretary, Mr. J. C. Street, at 1/6d.

(post free).

Mr. Street also has car-stickers and

posters. If you can help give the Rally some publicity by displaying these, please write—again to the
Secretary.
As usual there will be a host of jobs to be done,

both in preparing the site, and in manning the I.W.A.
Stand and other stalls. Anyone who can help is
asked to write to the I.W.A. Stand Organiser, Mr.

P. D. M. Wall, 105 Broadwood Avenue, Ruislip,
Middx, with details of availability, so that a roster

can be prepared.

This does not mean that other

volunteers will not be needed, so please don’t hesitate
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BOAT SALES
We stock a full selection of the all encompassing range of
Dolphin Cruisers and Evinrude outboard motors. Secondhand cruisers and engines.
up to 48ft. superbly built to the purchaser’s
cruisers
built
CUSTOM
specification. Trial runs arranged in order to allow the customer
to decide on his own interior design. All boats and engines are
available on extended payments.

*

BOAT FACILITIES
Repairs and conversions.

Winter storage under cover.

A large

slipway enables boats from trailered craft to full size cruisers to

be slipped. Moorings, petrol and diesel fuel; oils and Calor gas.
BREAKDOWN SERVICE for private owners.

*

BOATS FOR HIRE
FIFTY self-drive luxury cabin cruisers, 2/8 berth, fully equipped

with the most comprehensive inventories,

cookers, refrigerators,

water heaters, electric water systems, flush toilets and showers.

You may start from any of nine bases, including a Thames base, and

cover the Canals and Rivers of England.

One-way cruises.

*
Please write to: Bletchley Boat Co. Ltd. (Dept. H.C.B.), Stoke
Road, Bletchley. State which of the above services you require
and the appropriate brochures will be sent to you;
or ring Bletchley 2193.
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Please mention WINDLASS when replying to advertisements

AT ARMS LENGTH
o
AYLESBURY
BOAT BASIN

No. 53 APRIL 19

Come and visit our large floating display of
new and used
narrow boats.

narrow beam cruisers and
Moorings available here and

at Marsworth.
Aylesbury Boat Basin can be reached by canal at the end

of the Aylesbury arm of the Grand Union Canal or by road,

situated on the main A.413,

close to the town centre.

NEW BOATS for early delivery
Dolphin
Dolphin
Dolphin

23ft.
20ft.
19ft.

4 berth centre cockpit
2/4 berth aft cockpit
2/4 berth aft cockpit

24ft.

4 berth Burnham, Stuart 8

22ft.

4 berth Six Ten Freeman
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£1,100
£ 750
£ 595
£1,545

£1,575

If your boat is for sale, please send us details.
Open 7 days a week.

Aylesbury
EC
| company

Mondays by appointment.

AYLESBURY BOAT CO. LTD.
The Boat Basin, Aylesbury,

Bucks.

Telephone Aylesbury 2209
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