WINDLASS

No. 44 OCTOBER, 1964

Journal of
THE LONDON and HOME COUNTIES BRANCH of
The Inland Waterways Association Ltd., Published alternate months

1/

=

LINE

“MAID”

CRUISERS LTD. stmeev

FERRY YACHT STATION

Hon. Treasurer : Mrs. G

Tel.: Emberbrook 1078 (3 lines)

(Alternative Turn-round Points at Reading and Brinklow, near Coventry)

*
We are Sole Booking Agents for other cruisers operating on the Thames, the
Severn, and the Canals from Kingston, Arrington, Bunbury, Gt. Haywood,

Cosgrove, Tewkesbury, Cropredy, etc, also on the lovely River Marne
in France.
Several exciting new cruisers have been added to our Thames and Canal Fleets.
Nearly 100 craft cruising on the Upper Thames, Oxford, Grand Union,
Worcester
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CANAL AND RIVER HIRE CRUISERS
(Dept. H.C.B.), Willowbridge, Stoke Road, Bletchley, Bucks.

Bletchley 2193
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CHOOSE from THIRTY 2-8 berth, self drive, luxurious and economical cruisers

START from one offive bases covering the Canals and Rivers of England

AMENITIES include flush toilets, electric water systems, hot and cold water,

fridges, shower units and One-Way Cruises

Please write for fully illustrated brochure
(two 3d. stamps) stating requirements
CANAL and RIVER HIRE CRUISERS are also SOLE AGENTS for all
Cruisers built by Davison Bros., Old Sawley, Notts.

Examples of their superbly constructed Canal and River Craft may
be seen on Pages 4, 5 and 6 of the Canal and River Hire Cruisers

brochure and at moorings at Bletchley, Old Sawley and several other
boatyards throughout the country.
Please mention The Windlass when replying to advertisements,
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FROM THE EDITOR’S CABIN
UR Branch is generally fortunate in that
seldom do we have the necessity to conduct
vigorous campaigns against the proposed closure
of waterways within our area. Admittedly the

choose the canal for which the arguments against
closure are well known and have already achieved

considerable publicity in several of our national
papers? A monorail scheme which was suggested

Kennet & Avon is an exception to this, but it is
a situation unique unto itself. Other than this
the canals and rivers in which we have a particular
interest generally move without the shadow of

bined appeal of originality and practicability,
though like all schemes of such magnitude it
would obviously raise many problems of con-

lished plan for a hovercraft track to London
Airport along the Paddington Arm of the Grand

Europe and America. With the current trend
regrettably advocating the closure of railways,

the threat of closure.

However, the recently pub-

some little while ago would seem to have com-

struction, but the idea is already in use both in

in no doubt as to what it would mean should
such a scheme materialise. At a stroke the Lee

would it not be possible to use one of the tracks
going westwards from Paddington which would
surely take passengers as close to the airport as

cally announced on the same day as the ill-

problems of water supply and bridge reconstruc-

Union Canal concerns us all, and we should be

& Stort, whose proposed development was ironi-

conceived hovercraft plan, will, to all intents and

purposes become completely detached from the
canal system. Of course a link will remain via

the Thames, but all those who have experienced
these waters will view with great apprehension
the idea of small craft being forced onto them.

Such a passage would be both impractical and
for the majority of boats highly dangerous.

So far the scheme has only achieved publicity

and there seems little immediate prospect of it
going any further, but the fact that it has been

suggested shows that to many people occupying

the Paddington Arm would, and avoid the major

tion?

Despite the apparently disturbing outlook, there
is one very important piece of information that

I am delighted to be able to mention, which is

that in a personal letter I received from Sir
John Hawton, Chairman of the British Waterways
Board, he gave assurances that despite the impressions in the press that his Board approved

the scheme, this in fact was quite incorrect. Such

à statement is encouraging, but certainly does not
remove the dangers of closure, for as Sir John

be filled in, irrespective of the consequences such
an act would have. The somewhat sensational

mentioned, such a scheme which involved wide
questions of transport policy was essentially part
of the major question of routes to London Air-

obvious disadvantages, and this fact is one of

of Transport.

influential positions canals are simply there to

nature of the scheme will blind many people to its

the principal dangers we face. True, a fast direct
route to London Airport is overdue, but why

port which were matters primarily for the Minister

Such being the case the Board

have therefore not considered the matter any

further.

Whilst this news is good it certainly gives no
guarantee that the scheme will not take place,

though naturally the fulfilling of it would require
legislation to remove the statutory obligation of
maintaining the Paddington Arm for navigation.

In the meantime the most effective way in which
all members can campaign for the retention of
the Arm is to use it. Last year despite the
Branch

Rally

at

Bishops

Stortford

and

the

National Rally at Little Venice the number of
boats seen on the canal outside these times was
disappointingly small. This was despite successful efforts by the Branch to have the locks opened

at week-ends. Waterways that are used display
this fact for all to see, whilst others show the
signs of neglect and are an easier target for those
wishing to close them.
The two cruises which the Branch organised

through London this year achieved much in the

way of publicity and in demonstrating effectively

the need to retain London's canals.

If we are to

show the Minister of Transport, whoever he may

be, that the Paddington Arm is a length of water
that provides a vital link in our canal system,
then it is up to all of us who can to use it, thereby
showing its value and importance for all to see.
Partly for this reason it is hoped to hold our next
Branch Rally at Harlow, on the Stort, and a
really fine attendance such as we had at Godalming will do more than anything else to put words
into action.

THE CELEBRATED MR. BRINDLEY—
BY MR. TELFORD
“ Previously to this time, such canal aqueducts

had been uniformly made to retain the water ..

by means of puddled earth retained by masonry;

and in order to obtain sufficient breadth for this

superstructure, the masonry of the piers, abutments and arches was of massive strength; and

after all this expense, and every imaginable
precaution, the frosts, by swelling the moist
puddle, frequently created fissures, burst the

masonry, and suffered the water to escape, nay,
sometimes actually threw down the aqueducts;

instances of this kind having occurred even in
the works of the justly celebrated Brindley.”
(page 39).
“The Birmingham canal was originally
planned bythe celebrated Mr. Brindley, and its

numerous and inconvenient curvatures can only

be accounted for by the consideratinn, that hav-

ing rendered carriage by canals cheaper than by
the bad roads then in use, it was not judged
advisable to incur expense on deep cuttings and
embankments, so as to shorten the distance,
especially as the toll-dues were levied by the
miles.

Thomas TELFORD:
Autobiography (1838 e
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Willow Wren Hire Cruisers Ltd.
(Member of the Willow Wren Group)

TRADITIONAL CANAL NARROW BOATS — equipped
for mobile camping holidays, available on weekly hire for
parties up to 12.
DAY CRUISES BY WATER OUZLE — COMFORTABLE
SEATING FOR 50 PASSENGERS — LIGHT REFRESHMENTS — LICENSED BAR.

Private Moorings available on Rugby Arm, Oxford Canal
Enquiries to :

RUGBY WHARF

-
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COMING EVENTS... . RECENT ACTIVITIES
1964/1965 WINTER PROGRAMME
Thursday, 12th November at the London Bridge

House Restaurant Rooms, London Bridge Approach, London, S.E.1, commencing at 7.30 p.m.
A talk will be given to Members by Capt. L. R.

Munk, the Chairman LW.A., entitled “A Cruise
to the West Country and Visit to the Stratford

Rally” with slides.
Thursday, 10th December at the Cinema in

A.E1. House, Grosvenor Place, London, S.W.1,

commencing at 7.30 p.m.

Film show including a

Midlands ATV programme on canals, “Le Capitaine H”, “Knotty Problems Solved” and others.

Wednesday, 13th January, 1965 at London Bridge
House, commencing at 7.30 p.m. A talk entitled
“British Waterways in the next five years” will be
given by Mr. A. M. Allen, the General Manager
of the British Waterways Board.
Thursday,

18th

February

at

London

Bridge

House, commencing at 7.30 p.m., a talk will be

undertaken by Mr. J. R. Collett, the Chief Navi-

gation Officer, of the Thames Conservancy and
will be entitled “River Water Control” with par-

variety of queries.
It was quite obvious that those with little pre-

vious knowledge of the canals had been fired with
enthusiasm by the recent BBC television series

with MacDonald Hastings. Whatever the official
waterways policy may be, the public are completely in sympathy with our cause. One fine old
gentleman, travelling with the unique Harry Lee's

Steam Yachts, expounded the Association’s policy
almost word for word although it was his first

contact with us.

(It was this same character who

volubly threatened to succeed where Guy Fawkes

had failed, if the canals didn’t get a fair deal
“pretty sharpish”.) If a quarter of the eager

enquirers after canal holiday information act on

our advice, the waterways should be teeming with

cruisers next season.

For the two and a half days of the Fair, the

Berkshire air was filled with smoke from the

dozens of gaily painted traction engines, which
give an impression of limitless power, as they
bear down on some shoddy motor car, cheaply

adorned with 1964 chrome.

“This will still be

ticular reference to the River Thames.

running, when you're dead and buried,” the owner

STEAM FAIR AT SHOTTESBROOKE PARK

somewhat bluntly, as I arrived in the family

“TINHE Field of the Cloth of Gold”, was John

Smith's description of the amazing scene
spread on the lawns before his tudor mansion at

White Waltham.

Twelve months of frenzied pre-

paration, scouring England for relics of the pre-

1914 fun fair had produced a collection of 150

vintage marvels, the like of which had not been

seen together for half a century. The idea grew
from a wish to suitably commemorate the Silver

Jubilee of the Friendship Circle of Showland

Fans: it attained undreamed-of proportions.

At an early stage, the Police had been warned
of huge crowds and chronic congestion on the
roads leading to Shottesbrooke Park.

“Ah, yes,”

they replied unbelievingly, “Enthusiasts always

make great claims for their functions.”

They

paid heavily for this attitude, as tens of thousands

poured into the Fair throughout the weekend.

At

first there seemed little connection between roundabouts and the LW.A., beyond the similarity of
traditional narrow boat and fairground decoration;

it was only when the event was under way that

we began to appreciate the many links between

enthusiasts of steam and the waterways.

in

the

Association's

stand was

Interest

several times

greater than at any Earls Court Boat Show. By
the Saturday evening practically all stocks of

literature and associated paraphernalia were sold
out : the situation was saved by urgent trips to
London and the K. and A. Canal Trust stores.
Large orders were taken for books and painted

ware, while a hard-working team of volunteers

worked from morning to late night answering a

of a 1914 Foden Steam Wagon remarked to me

Rover, to erect the Association's stand.

“They

knew how to build vehicles fifty years ago!”
hid the Rover behind some bushes in shame.

I

Almost everybody worth meeting was there: a

family from Leek in Staffordshire directly descended from

James Brindley;

the

owners

of

several steam launches famous on the waterways;

and a wizened little man on tour with Cody’s

Circus, who seemed unnaturally anxious to start
work cooking for canal restoration volunteers,

(we'll soon find work for him!)
Much of the credit for the overpowering success

of the Steam Fair must go to John Smith (Would
you let steam engines rake out their fire boxes all

over your lawn?) He was prepared to underwrite
a considerable possible loss to the show people, in

case of bad weather, and when that state for-

tunately failed to materialise, began to talk about

repeating the whole performance next year.

The

Association is proud to have such Members; we

hope to participate at any future Steam Fairs.

The success of the IW.A. exhibit, at this, a

non-waterways event, has set your Committee
thinking : don’t be surprised to see the Association in all kinds of unlikely places in future.
The possibility of a traditionally painted mobile
stand for such occasions is also under consideration. However, the more we spread our wings
in this way, the more help will be needed. Volun-

teers manning our stand at Shottesbrooke had a

grand time: Members please note we shall have
to increase their number,
HUGH McKNIGHT.

TONBRIDGE CARNIVAL BOAT DISPLAY
THE display commenced with the canoe races.
The major event being the “Round the Island

Canoe Race”. These were followed by a display
of boating by the 14th Tonbridge Sea Scout Troop.
A demonstration of the cruiser Cygner was given
by Mr. D. Harman, Senior. A thrilling display
of aqua-lung diving was given by The Reed Paper

Group. The day was carried through by free boat

trips from Mr. H. Mockford on M.B. Sea Eagle,
and a vivid commentary from the Hon. Sec.,
D. Harman, on the display.

Proceeds went to local charities.

DUDLEY TUNNEL TRIP
SOME twenty members of the Branch had a most

interesting and enjoyable trip through the
Dudley Tunnel on Sunday, 23rd August. After
driving to the northern end of the tunnel by car

and hired minibus we embarked at once in a
former Acles & Pollock day-boat and passing
under the infamous railway-bridge that has caused

all the trouble, set off through the tunnel.

This

astonished when told of this new river delivery

service.

Ian,

who

is fifteen,

carries

about a

hundredweight of logs in a load. and has made
this a weekly service.
Will any members with 16mm. films which the

Branch has not yet seen, please get in touch with
Geoffrey Hart, address on p. 3. And will mem-

bers with slides of the Stratford Festival please

contact J. C. Street, address on p. 3. stating what

they have available for future showings.
Our member Edgar Pallant has just returned

from a successful cruise in his 30-footer, Halkyon,

up the Oxford Canal and down the Grand Union.

Why worthy of comment? Halkyon is 7 ft. 1 in.
beam, supposedly too wide for the Oxford. So
take heart other owners of podgy craft.

THE WILLOW WREN CANAL
TRANSPORT SERVICES LTD.

Largest independent traders on the waterways between London and the Midlands,
also offer facilities for pleasure boat owners:

is partly lined with brick (and in these sections

Docking, Engine Installations, Conversions,
Electrical Work
—
also suppliers of
traditionally painted canal ware

limestone quarries, but none of these are now

Main Office: DURHAM WHARF, BRENT-

the roof gets very low in places) and from time
to time opens up into the limestone caverns for
which it is famous. There was formerly a fairly
extensive system of tunnels running into the
navigable.
By dint of legging and pushing, with which

Yard: BRAUNSTON, NORTHANTS

FORD, MIDDX. — Tel.: ISLeworth 7282

almost all, including the ladies, helped, we even-

tually emerged at the far end, and had a short

opportunity to inspect the Park Head Locks

leading down to the other line of the Dudley
Canal and the Stourbridge Canal, which are at

present unworkable.

The major part of the return journey was made

in tow behind a motor-cruiser, which was the
first to pass through the tunnel for some time, in

company with another day-boat which was also

making the trip with passengers. Unfortunately
the propeller got entangled in something part of
the way back and the leggers had to start working

again.

The return journey to London was uneventful,
apart from a flat tyre on the M1 in the minibus,

and the discovery that we had no jack! However,
the A.A., as ever, helpful, rescued us from this
predicament.
A hearty vote of thanks is due to the Dudley
Canal Tunnel Preservation Society for providing
this most interesting experience.

NEWS FLASHES
Our member Tan Ruck has staged a revival of

commercial traffic on the River Medway!

Early

this season he started making regular trips in his

old ten foot dinghy, powered by an outboard,

CLASSIFIED

“The Thames Welcomes You” ... By Peter H.

Chaplin. 4/- post paid from the Hon. Secretary,
David Harman, 3b Drayton Road, Tonbridge, Kent.
An ideal introduction to the Thames written by an

Stratford Canal.

The canal side depot at Kingswood

Junction is available for boat building and/or boat

hiring, the accommodation comprises a large brick

structure with a tiled roof and concrete ground
floor, flush toilets, mains water and electricity, a

Ideal for thos

depot. Adjacent pieces of canal owned land could
be developed if required. There is good road access

and parking space. Enquiries to:—Canal Manager,
Stratford-on-Avon Canal Office, Lapworth, Warwickshire.
For Sale, £200 o.n.o., 2/3 Berth Cabin

Cruiser,

ら

and their his
with beautiful a

If you enjoy 7
enjoy its compa

length 22° 6 HP Perkins outboard, Clinker Ex-

Naval Boat.

Kent.

Lying Bridge Boatyard, East Farleigh,

Ring Maidstone 861865, or Tonbridge 3539.

For Sale, 2 Berth 16 ft. Nomad design cabin cruiser.

All obtainable at

Johnson, road trailer, Calor cooker, tonneau cover,

THAME

offer over £400 secures. Apply Avt. Manager, David

LETCHWORTH

Professionally built, 1960.

Complete with 10 HP

camping hood for cockpit, etc, etc. Ideal canal
cruiser, 100% reliable. Excellent condition. Best

owners of houses on the river side.

Cooper, 25 Welbeck Road, Maidenhead, Berks.

People were

The qua
information

concrete apron between the main building and canal
and concrete laid wharfage alongside the first lock.
Moorings are available on the pounds near to the

taking logs up river from Tonbridge past the

upper limits of navigation, and selling them to

Beau

acknowledged authority and |W.A. Member.

Plea

Beautiful views of the Thames Valley
and surrounding countryside
The quarterly magazine containing a wealth of

information about the river and surrounding valleys.

Ideal for those who enjoy reading of ancient buildings

and their historical connections. Lavishly illustrated

with beautiful architectural, countryside and river scenes.

If you enjoy Thames Valley Countryside you will also
enjoy its companion magazines, The Essex Countryside
and Hertfordshire Countryside.

Thames Valley Countryside

(Quarterly)

The Essex Countryside

(Monthly)

Hertfordshire Countryside
(Quarterly)
ALL 2/- EACH

All obtainable at your local booksellers or direct from :

THAMES VALLEY COUNTRYSIDE
LETCHWORTH PRINTERS LTD., Norton Way North, Letchworth, Herts. Tel. 2501
Please mention THE WINDLASS when replying ⑦o advertisements.
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The Basingstoke Canal
AS previously arranged a trip by horse-drawn

work-boat took place at Woking on Saturday,

at Pyestock.

Mr. S. E. Cooke, the Managing

the weather on the trip from Monument Bridge to

Director of the Canal Company. was reported in
the “ Fleet Times ” as saying that the canal would
go on as before with the same staff. Another report in the “ Hants and Berks Gazette ” spoke of

the boat to and from the starting-point presented

decided.

18th July, in somewhat showery weather.

Some

thirty schoolchildren enjoyed themselves despite

a short distance above Sheerwater Lock.

Getting

a few problems at times, but these were overcome
with the help of a strong horse and a good towline. The larger bushes on the towing-path had

fortunately just been cut down in preparation for

the impending move of houseboats the following
Monday. As it was, due to water shortage caused

mainly, it is understood, by interference with

the locks at Woodham on the day in between, only
one houseboat was able to proceed through Wok-

ing and is now moored by Hermitage Bridge at
St. John's.
Five weeks later on Saturday, 22nd August, a

further horse-drawn trip took place going west
from Chequers Bridge, Crookham.

The weather

Was much better, and the trip was well attended

and much enjoyed by Sea Scouts from Farn-

borough, Fleet and Odiham.

The closing of Mrs. Marshall's office at Winchfield mentioned in the last issue has now taken
effect : all correspondence is being dealt with by
the Secretary of the Canal Company at the office
at Edgware.
Rumour and speculation wererife at the western

end of the canal in early July, and on the 10th

of that month reports appeared in the local press
stating that Mrs. Marshall was leaving the canal

as a result ofthe loss of the contract for supplying
water to the National Gas Turbine Establishment

the future of the canal as having not yet been

The following week the “Hants and Berks
Gazette ” published a letter from the Canal Com-

pany's solicitors, in which after dealing with other

DON'T
UNTIL

matters they said: “ You suggest in your report

that the future of the Canal has not been decided.

In fact, and far from being undecided —it is the

Company's policy to utilise the resources of the

Canal in such a way that they are available for

the public benefit, and at the same time permit
the Company to meet the heavy expense of running the Canal.

“Tf, as it is hoped, the Company are permitted
to pursue their forward thinking policy, no member of the staff and no employee who can fulfil

a useful function in the management of the Canal
need fear for his position.”
Since then a statement by Mrs, Marshall has

appeared in the same paper on the 4th September
saying that she had finished her employment as

General Manager on the Ist September, having

held the position since January 1950.

Of the Canal, she said its use as an amenity
for fishing, boating, for mooring, rambling along

the towing-path, and as part of a Nature Con-

servancy

and

the

Green

Belt

was

potentially

greater than ever.
Let us hope that this potential will be fully
realised.

£8

LENGTH 23' BEAM 6'

A scene on the derelict
Wey & Arun canal. Some

Branch Members have
been taking a long and
longing look at its remains. We hope to print
their findings shortly.

LEA VALLEY MARIN
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ASK NOW FOR ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE
Complete with engine and ready to cruise. Including upholstery, sink, separate toilet entered

from cockpit, floor covering, etc., etc., right down

to boathook, Rond anchors, mooring lines and fire
extinguisher.
As we said above, ready to cruise, and no extras.

Individuaily built by small firm, whose solebusiness

is the construction of good quality boats and the
satisfaction of having a well pleased customer.

LENGTH 23' BEAM 6' 10"

WRITE

NOW

FOR

ILLUSTRATED

BROCHURE

LEA VALLEY MARINE LTD. MILL LANE, BROXBOURKE, KERTS. Phone: HODDESDON 3109
Please mention THE WINDLASS when replying to advertisements.
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CHRISTMAS TOUR OF THE
GRAND UNION CANAL
by MICHAEL APLIN

That day we went as far as Three Locks near

EVERY year Mr. F. J. Chapman, the London

Soulbury, and the story of this first visit was

Missionary of the Canal Boatmen’s Institute,

repeated many times, and it was well into the

makes a Christmas Tour of the Grand Union
Canal to as far North as Brauncston, distributing

evening before we returned to Brentford where

Mrs. Chapman had a very welcome meal waiting
for us. During the meal Mr. Chapman told me

toys, sweets, food parcels and clothes to all these,

young and old, who live and work on the canal,

of his plans for the Christmas Parties he was

including many ex-boatmen who, having retired,
still live nearby. The Tour takes Mr. Chapman

organising for all those on the canal, and how

he intended to visit certain boats whose families

about a week, returning each night to Brentford
where he loads up his small, blue van in prepar-

he had missed on his journeys so far.

Each year Mr. Chapman covers about 650 miles
on these Christmas trips, and last year he saw

ation for the next day’s journey. The contents of
each load bears witness to the vast amount of work
that he has done throughout the year to make sure
that there are presents and food for everyone,
many of which incidentally are given by LW.A.

243 people amongst whom he distributed over

1.000 different items.

All this is obviously not

done without a lot of hard work both in gathering, and then distributing the presents, both of
which are often done in unpleasant weather, along
minor roads and tracks. It will be a long time

Members.

To travel with Mr. Chapman on one of these

trips is a memorable experience, and begins at
the CBI at Brentford where any remaining

before I forget one particular journey along the
towpath from the top of the Hanwell Flight down

spaces in the van are soon filled with presents, so

to Gallows Bridge, on a day that was bitterly

that when one sets off there seem to be toy cars
at your feet, food parcels in your lap and a bundle

cold, with a heavy frost on the ground and ice

on the canal; the object of the exercise was to

of clothes resting against your neck, and believe
me I am not exaggerating — every spot is filled.

On myfirst trip our first halt was at Tring Summit

visit the lock keeper and his family at Osterley
Lock, but anyone who may think of repeating

ment when Mr. Chapman produced a splendid
Father Christmas outfit complete with snowy white
beard, which, he suggested, would be a nice gesture

a habit of sloping towards the canal, is extremely
narrow in parts and passes over two very Narrow
bridges, one of which still bears the marks of

children, but it certainly gave myself and the few
locals who were around quite a surprise as they
saw me walking along the towpath in full dress

some old toys or clothes that have previously lain

the trip might bear in mind that the tow-path has

where two N.B.s lay, and great was my astonish-

if I put it on!

Well, I don't know about the

our passing.

Anyone who after reading this article remembers

forgotten,

descriptions!

Three

bright-eyed

has my personal assurance that Mr.

Chapman, who can be found at the C.B.L, The
Butts, Brentford, Middx., will be able to find a
deserving and appreciative home for virtually any-

carrying a huge box piled high with toys of all

children were

waiting for me, and when they saw the contents

of my box those eyes grew visibly larger, and
that, combined with the gratitude of their parents,
made it all eminently worthwhile,

thing you are able to send him. And who knows,

it may be your train or teddy bear that you see
some N.B. children playing with next year.

RIPARIAN OWNER SERVICE
Landing Stages, Bank Protection

LEE AND STORT HIRE CRUISERS

Inland Waterways. Fittings for D.LY.
construction. Surveys undertaken. Plans

Slipway and Moorings in lovely sur-

Hallingbury Mill, Gaston Green

Mobile equipment available Thames and

Nr, Bishop's Stortford

prepared. From a Willow tree to a complete

roundings — 29 miles from London

T. HARRISON CHAPLIN LTD.

Refreshments and Toilet on Board; Licensed.
2/3/4 berth Cruisers for your holiday on
the Rivers Stort and Lee.

THE AYL
3 THE CANA

41-seat Day Cruiser for Charter

river frontage, consult . . .

Meadhurst Park Nursery
Sunbury-on-Thames
Telephone : 3371
Est. 1907
Illustrated brochure on request

Brochure 6d. from Reg. Office:
55 Scarborough Drive, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex

Telephone : Southend 77660

Please m
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AYLESBURY

CRUISERS

Ample headroom—for tall folk!
Your pets can come—for family peace of mind!
Life jackets—for the little ones!

Electric light—for evenings and tunnels!
Shaver point—for the “ Skipper ”!
Built-in Radios—for the weather forecast!
Unspoilt countryside—for viewing!
Refrigerators—for ice cold drinks, etc.!
Your holiday is safe—for young and elderly!

Constant hot and cold water—for washing up!
Reading lights—for finishing that last chapter!
Unique extra, Television—for a wet evening!
Individual attention—for all needs!
Showers (H. & C.)—for personal freshness!
Easy handling—for everyone!
Reliable gas cooker—for the galley slave!
Service—for all of you, from all of us at—

THE AYLESBURY CRUISER COMPANY, LIMITED
3 THE CANAL BASIN, AYLESBURY, BUCKS.

Tel. Aylesbury 2601

FREE BROCHURE
Please mention THE WINDLASS when replying to advertisements,
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DAVID HORSFALL
The first 1 heard of David
cession of letters written in
about the then condition of
Branch. In order to meet

National Rally at Aylesbury. One of his greatest
achievements of all was discovering and obtaining
for our London Rally two years later, not only

Horsfall was a sucwell-justified agony
our North Eastern
the situation which

an authentic gondola but also a flashing gondolier.
He has collected a fine corner pile of aquatic
incunabula, some of them home-made.
David has a singing voice of at least nearprofessional quality, and a truly astonishing know-

obtained before. the dissidents splintered off, David

founded the Leeds University Waterways Society,
which had several years of glorious life, with
crowded and eager meetings, several of which 1
addressed, an unceasing flow of first class publicity

ledge of bygone singers and their recordings.

As

a former dramatic critic myself, I can testify from
having seen him perform, that he is also a very
fair actor. He is a charming host, attentive to

for our campaign, and, on occasion, Egyptian
nights in the city's watery caverns. The Society

every detail : his luncheon parties at the National

saved the day, and our splendidly reinvigorated
Branch owes much to it.

Coal Board, simple but distinguished, were treasured by all who were invited. An exceptionally

ALL

Upon graduating, David moved south, serving

sensitive and highly strung man, he often found

LAUNCHING

Branch, where he was soon elected to the difficult
task of succeeding Captain Munk and Major
Grundy as Chairman. In that exacting office he

from a deep understanding of our cause and of

and I am sure that he stuck to it as he did, only

CAR AND T

as a Committee Member first of our Midlands
Branch then of our London and Home Counties

public life, with its conspiracies, animosities, and
sheer stupidities, a great strain, as I well know;
its far-reaching implications.

worked devotedly for four years, until his recent

the Council of the Association, where he never

David has gone (still in coal) to South Africa

for a spell.

failed to put forward a sincere, disinterested, and,
in the best sense, personal point of view. Loyalty
and concentration are his secrets, and they carry
him far (as they will anyone): it is impossible to
miss in him the same ardour for coal and its
potentialities that he has for the waterways and for
never

more

when one lives among them than from a tub in

Trafalgar Square.

evidence

than

with

I venture to say,

from what I

right to seek
know of his reasons, that David
renewal in this way; but we shall miss him greatly,

and we all hope that, renewed, he will return to
our apparently unending struggle. We wish him
well, and Ann, his engaging and bergére accomplice.
ROBERT AICKMAN.

He has an outstanding gift for
in

This is a controversial thing to do,

TOWING.
AGENTS FOR

though, of course, the problems look very different

attracting and holding the interest of the popular
press,

the

brilliantly successful Branch Rally at Godalming
this year, was a final triumph.

departure overseas; and, later, he was elected to

the art of singing.

His share in

the

columns and even pages of publicity he obtained

for us as Honorary Press Officer to our 1961

Ass.

bel
* ②

“Snipe”
* F

BOAT TRAILERS
Available

from

200 lbs

to

36 cw. capacity, for boats
from i0 ft. to 28 ft. in
length.
Write for our fully illustrated foldersgiving details
of all models.

Capacity Length 14 ft.
Capacity Weight 400 Ibs.

£34.00
Tilt frame (Shown in non-

tilt position) Capacity
Length 17 ft. Capacity
Weight 10 cwt.

£79.10.0.

БУРНО
LEW-WAYS LTD

Watling Street, Cannock,
Staffs.

Telephone: Brownhills 2565

12

* F
For fully illustra
“belle” H

Stoke Ro:

ALLINGTON MARINA LTD.
ALLINGTON, MAIDSTONE, KENT
Tel. Maidstone 2057

ALL FACILITIES FOR BOATS
LAUNCHING RAMP FOR TRAILED CRAFT.
RIVERSIDE WATER AND FUEL PUMPS.
CAR AND TRAILER PARK. MOORINGS.
ELECTRICITY. CALOR GAS. CHANDLERY.
BROKERAGE.
SALVAGE.
INSURANCE.
REPAIRS.
TOWING.
AGENTS FOR — Falcraft, Littleship Paints, Esso, Evinrude, Newage/B.M.C,etc.

Associated with Medway Cabin Cruisers, Luxury Hire Craft.

belle Holiday Boat Co.
*

2-8 BERTH CANAL AND RIVER HIRE CRUISERS
Fully equipped with most comprehensive inventories,
cookers, refrigerators, water heaters, electric water
systems, flush toilets, showers, One-Way cruises, etc.,

x

FULL BOATYARD FACILITIES INCLUDING
Repair Boatshed.
Large Float-In Slipway
Moorings, Petrol and Diesel fuel, Oils and Calor Gas

*

REPAIRS AND CONVERSIONS
Winter Storage ashore also undertaken

For fully illustrated brochure of hire fleet, please send two 3d. stampsto :—

“belle” Holiday Boat Co. (Dept. H.C.B.), Willowbridge,
Telephone : Bletchley 2193.
Stoke Road, Bletchley, Bucks.
Please mention THE WINDLASS when replying to advertisements,
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HARRIS, Leslie E., Esq., 198 Hermitage Woods Crescent,
St. Johns, Woking, Surrey,
BOWDEN, Colin R., Esq., 19 Clarendon Road, Holland
Park, W.11.
DAVIES, David R., Esq, Smithercombe, Bramley,
Guildford, Surrey.
HUBBARD, Eric G., Esq, 111 Barberry Avenue, Chatham, Kent.
CRANE, Miss Sheila L., 15 Southwood Avenue, Highgate, N.6.
DAVIS, Mrs. G., 2 Wincanton Road, Southfields, S.W.18,
LAMBOURNE, Master Richard, 59 Shepherd's Close,
Hurley, Berkshire,
BAULD, Robert H., Esq., Selection Trust Building,
Masons Avenue, E.C.2,
BUSBY, Geoffrey, Esa, 32 Woodcote Grove Road,
Coulsdon, Surrey.
CROSSLEY, Anthony J., Esq., 2 Cobbett Road, S.E.9.
MICHEL, Richard, Bsq., Hempton Lodge, Monks Horton,
Ashford, Kent.
NASMITH, Captain John A., Ryarsh House, Ryarsh,
West Malling, Kent.
ANDERSON, Alfred B., Esq., 30 Kynance Mews, London,
S.W.T.
ABBOTT, Samuel L., Esq., 339 Hoe Street, London, E.17.
BANYARD, S., Esd., Spring Farm, Tolleshunt Darcy,
Nr. Maldon, Essex.
BARNES, Graham M, K., Esd., 20 Cardington Road,
Richmond, Surrey.
KLASSEN, Miss Agnes, 68 Cambridge Road, Teddington,
Middlesex.
BARKER, Royston S., Esq., 36 High Street, Sevenoaks,
Kent,
MILES, Gilbert J., Esq, 38 Water Lane, Seven Kings,
Ilford, Essex.
COOPER, Charles R, Esq., 147 Arthur Road, Windsor,
Berkshire.
TedELVINS, Charles F., Esq., 6 Broom Water We
dington, Middlesex.
FLEMING, James W., Esq., 17 West Gardens, Ewell,
Surrey.
TEW, Gordon, Esq., 10 Abbey View Road,
Herts.
FARNSWORTH, Mrs. Clyde H., 101 Rale
Dolphin Square, S.W.1.
HILL, D. K., Esd., Bonhams, Furneux Pelham, Buntingford, Herts.
STANLEY, R. E., Esq., 7 Scotts Road, Leyton, E.
TACKLEY, John B., Esq., Coriolan, Beech Tree
Holmer Green, High Wycombe, Bucks,
GRAHN, Miss Audrey, Earlswood House, 35
New Park, N.5.
McGRATH, Michael, Esq., 2 The Glen, Sp
Addlestone, Weybridge, Surrey.
HYSLOP, Ninian S., Esq, M.N.B. “Don”, e/o Briti
Waterways Board, Paddington Trafic Office, Delamere Terrace, London, W.2.
COLE, Arthur D., Esq. 199 Brondesbury Park, London,

E welcome the undermentioned who, having

joined

the

Inland Waterways

Association

and residing in the Branch area, are automatically

made members of the London and Home Counties

Branch for a year. We sincerely hope that at the
end of the first year they will think it worthwhile to pay the Branch annual subscription of

5s. in order to continue their Branch membership.

The number of Branch memberships that lapse at
the end of the first year is considerable. We feel

sure that some of these are accidental and result

from the Branch subscription being overlooked.

Please note that this amount should be paid to the
head office.

BASSETT, Miss Marguerita,

don, S.E.7.

67 Lansdowne Lane, Lon-

BUSH, Wynyard P., Esq.,, D.S.C., 1 Sandhill Farm
Cottages, Middle Clayton, Bletchley, Buckinghamshire,
HILL, George J., Esq., 10 Atwood Road, Hammersmith,

W.6.

JEX, David M., Esq., 16 Croft Avenue, West Wickham,
Kent.
MAWER, Mrs. Jane, 10 Park Village East, London,
N.W.1.
MORTIMER, Percival J., Esq., 15 Village Way, Dulwich,
S.E.21.
MUDDELL, Colin R., Esq., 5 New Road, Towerhill,
Chipperfield, Herts.
RAVEN, Mrs. Hilda, 61 Leighton Road, West Ealing,
London, W.13.
SHEPHERD, W. J. H., Esq, 66 Gloucester Road, New
Barnet, Herts,
SINNETT, S. D., Esq, 6 Shelvers Hill, Tadworth,

Surrey.

REED, A. G., Esq.,, 6 Hengrave Road, Honor Oak Park,

London, S.E.23.

LAWS,

Dr.

Pamela,

London, S.W.14,

22

Vicarage

Drive,

East

Sheen,

ORD, Harold, Esq., 63 Bridgen Road, Bexley, Kent,
SHERWOOD, Major Richard D., ‘‘Beaulieu’’, Green Lane,
Oxhey, Watford, Herts,
SMITH, Stanley R., Esq., 49 Hall Lane, Upminster,
Essex,
TRUSSELL, Michael V., Esq.,, Ashbrook Lane, St.
Ippolyts, Hitchin, Herts.
BROOKER, John E,, Esq. 5 St. George’s Close, Elms
Lane, Wembley, Middlesex,
HIVES, Maurice W., Esq., “Moyana”, Stanford Common,
Pirbright, Surrey.
JOBSON, Miss Ivy C., Rosendale, High Road, Langdon
Hills, Basildon, Essex.
JEBENS, Hannes D., Esq., “Four”, Sandy Lane, Tilford,
Farnham, Surrey.
JUDE, Ronald C., Esq., ‘‘Rookery Nook’, Parke Road,
Weir Estate, Sunbury-on-Thames, Middlesex.

N.W.2,
COLE, Mrs.

N.W.2.

THE LAW

Marjorie,

199

Brondesbury Park,

London,

SOCIETY ASSOCIATE MEMBERS SAILING

CLUB, The Hon. Secretary, c/o The Law Society's
Hall, Chancery Lane, London, W.C.2.
BATEMÁN, Miss Jancis M., Sandacre, Shalford, Guildford, Surrey.
CANN, Weldon W., Esq, 28 Oxtoby Way, Streatham,
S.W.16.
GOULDING, A. L. Esq, 38 Eaton Close, Stanmore,
Middlesex.
HALE, Dr. J. F., 42 Meadway, London, N.W.11.
HUNTER, Mrs. Margaret J., 19 Poltimore Road, Gu
ford, ‘Surrey.
TANNER, Miss Olive, 37 Bolton Gardens, London, S
WEIR, Miss Martia, 27 Venner Road, Sydenham,
WRIGHT, Archibald, Esq. ‘‘Lustleigh”, Rick
Road, Tatsfield, Westerham, Kent.

LEE, Mrs. A. V., 29 The Avenue, Hitchin, Herts.

MARTIN, Miss Joan E., 157 Hartswood Road, Stamford
Brook, London, W.12,
SEXTON, George R., Esq., Anchor Inn, Yalding, Kent.
TYLER, E. J., Esq. 59 Norfolk Road, Seven Kings,

Tlford, Essex.

WILLIAMSON, Derek M., Esq., 5 Seaforth Gardens,
Winchmore Hill, London, N.21.
SAUL, John J. B., Esq., Tudor Cottage, 67 High Street,
Bushey, Herts.

CLIFFORD, Timothy C., Esq., Thornbury Castle, Gloucestershire,
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SAINT LINE CRUISERS
RUE DE L’AQUEDUC, POINCY PAR TRILPORT,
SEINE ET MARNE, FRANCE

4 & 6 Berth Luxury Cruisers for Hire
the French Rivers and Canals
キ キ キ オ オ +

on

Continuous Hot and Cold Water
Navigation Charts
Flush Toilets
Transistor Radios
Hot Showers
Economical Diesel Engines

WHY NOT COMBINE A CONTINENTAL HOLIDAY WITH A HOLIDAY
WRITE NOW FOR 56 PAGE COLOUR BROCHURE
AFLOAT ?

Canal Pleasurecraft (stourport Ltd.
STOURPORT-ON-SEVERN, Worcs.

Tel.: 2970

FIRST TO DESIGN AND BUILD MOTOR CRUISERS
ESPECIALLY FOR USE ON THE WHOLE OF THE
CANAL AND RIVER NETWORK
2 to 6 berth fully equipped and comfortable motor cruisers for
hire on the canals and rivers Severn and Avon

キオキ++キオオオ*

E

atest types include these unique special features :—

CLOSED-CIRCUIT KEEL COOLING
HOT WATER TO ALL CABINS
LARGE FULLY OPENING WINDOWS
GAS COOKING WITH OVEN AND GRILL
PYE TRANSISTOR BUILT-IN RADIO
ELECTRIC SHAVING POINT
LARGE REFRIGERATOR
FORMICA SURFACES
ELECTRIC LIGHTS
WIPE-CLEAN LYONIDE DUNLOPILLO CUSHIONS

ILLUSTRATED

BROCHURE ON REQUEST

=
Please mention THE WINDLASS when replying to advertisements.
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The Aylesbury Boat Company Limited

LSTO
Company

THE

BOAT BASIN
・
AYLESBURY
Telephone: Aylesbury 2209
“ All boats lying Aylesbury unless otherwise stated.”

-

BUCKS

No. 44 OCTOBE

Sep. toilet compartment, partly con-

ae RESO

4 bth aft cockpit cruiser with 5 HP Gale. Galley,
sink unit, gas cooker, chemical toilet, cockpit cover,
trailer. Use as caravan or cruiser. (F284) £475

2 bth fwd cockpit cruiser with Morris Navigator inboard engine. Small galley, gas cooker, chemical
toilet, 5” interior sprung mattresses. (F289) £750

4 bth aft cockpit cruiser with B.M.C. Morris Vedette
engine. Toilet, galley, sink, gas cooker, opening
windows, dog house. (F294)
А 2800

2 bth cruiser with 40 HP Johnson outboard and
trailer.
Large windscreen, aft cockpit cover, trak-

New Burnham Canal Bounty, 4 bths. Galley, toilet,

2 bth aft cockpit cruiser with 8 HP Stuart Turner in-

board engine.

structed galley.

(F287)

mark cabin floor and cockpit.

2 bth aft cockpit
Fastwin.
6” foam
towing
eye
for

(F290) ...

£550

electric light, carpets, ventilators, 4” foam mattresses,

fresh water tank. (F299)

..

..

.. £975

SEERD)

32 ft. x 6 ft. 10 in. NEW 4 bth aft cockpit steel
canal cruiser by Jones of Brentford. Hot shower,
galley, gas cooker and fridge, Want a trial?
(F220)
aA
us ede

2 bth fwd cockpit Dolphin 16, 5} HP Evinrude
Fisherman engine. Sink, gas cooker, chemical toilet.
Gas and electric lighting. (F298) ...
.. £395

⑥ bth aft cockpit cruiser with 18 HP Johnson outboad. Toilet, galley, sink, gas cooker. Dunlopilic
mattresses. Smart appearance. (F292) ... £1,350

E2931) Son

TH A

Dolphin 16, 18 HP Evinrude
mattresses, aft cockpit cover,
trailer.
Excellent
condition.

ESA

ато

Yrs

2 bth aft cockpit outboard cruiser. Dunlopillo mattresses. Bilge pump. —Helmsman's seat. Centre
hatch for ventilation. (F300)
a
ea £200
② bth cruiser by Brooklands Aviation. Storage
lockers, curtains, spotlight and navigation lights.
Aft cockpit cover. (F305) ...
..
.. £175
2 bth aft cockpit cruiser with B.M.C. Vedette engine.

Toilet, galley, gas cooker, fresh water tank, foam
mattresses.

(F306)

...

ee

e

...

£400

2 bth aft cockpit cruiser with 5} HP Johnson outboard. Folding table between berths, cockpit cover,
water carrier, hand rails. (F307) ...
... £250

2 bth aft cockpit cruiser with 8 HP Austin engine.
Galley, gas ring, weatherproof wheelhouse, tarpaulin
covers. (F308)
caen
ニ
リド が②⑥0

6 bth aft cockpit inboard diesel motor cruiser. Galley

with gas cooker, fridge, sink. Toilet. Foam mattresses. 40 gall. fresh water tank. Carpets, curtains, folding table, chairs. Large folding cockpit
cover. (F259)
n
鉄
。
… を ②.④00

70 ft. unconverted stzel butty boat in excellent condition. Available for immediate conversion. No
repairs necessary for hull. Of smart general appearance. Constructed in 1958 at a cost of over
£3,300. (F269)
EC
SST
y
we 200
DO YOU WANT A NARROW BOAT?
“ Find You a Narrow Boat” scheme.

Join our
We have

agents scouring the country for good condition boats
with and without engines which are suitable for con-

version. Special rates quoted for either full or part
conversion according to your requirements, Why not

call?

““ Large floating display Narrow Boats, 2 and 4 berth cruisers at Aylesbury for your
trial and inspection. We

would appreciate details of craft for sale not exceeding 70 fz. long
or 7 ft. beam, reasonable brokerage and collection rates
Please write for free brokerage
list and Yacht Manual.”

Closed Monday, Open Tuesday to Sunday Incl.
Please mention The Windlass when replying to advertisements.
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