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We are Sole Booking Agents for other cruisers operating on the Thames, the
Severn, and the Canals from Kingston, Tardebigge, Bunbury, Gt. Haywood,
Macclesfield, Cosgrove, Tewkesbury, Cropredy, etc, also on the lovely
River Marne in France.
Several exciting new cruisers have beenadded to our Thames Fleet and to the
Canal Fleets for the 1964 Season.
Over 100 craft cruising on the Upper Thames, Oxford, Grand Union,

Worcester & Birmingham, Shropshire Union and other Canals.
MODERN
SELF-STARTING
DIESEL
&
PETROL
ENGINES
ELECTRIC
LIGHT
⑥
SAFETY
GAS
INSTALLATIONS
Foam rubber mattress. Refrigerators. Gas cookers with ovens.
“Kepcold” cold boxes. Running hot water systems.

Full Details in our NEW 100-PAGE COLOUR ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE

CANAL AND RIVER HIRE CRUISERS
(Dept. H.C.B.), Willowbridge, Stoke Road, Bletchley, Bucks.

Bletchley 2193
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CHOOSE from THIRTY 2-8 berth, self drive, luxurious and economical cruisers

START from one offive bases covering the Canals and Rivers of England

AMENITIES include flush toilets, electric water systems, hot and cold water,

fridges, shower units and One-Way Cruises

Please write for fully illustrated brochure
(two 3d. stamps) stating requirements
‘CANAL and RIVER HIRE CRUISERS are also SOLE AGENTS for all
Cruisers built by Davison Bros., Old Sawley, Notts.

Examples of their superbly constructed Canal and River Craft may
be seen on Pages 4, 5 and 6 of the Canal and River Hire Cruisers
brochure and at moorings at Bletchley, Old Sawley and several other
boatyards throughout the country.
Please mention The Windlass when replying to advertisements,
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FROM THE EDITOR’S CABIN
AFTER the splendour of Stratford, the horror

route.

Maybe; but not every boat owner would

who missed reading of the scheme in the press,
the idea is to build concrete tracks on the bed of

consider it suitable from a safety point of view.
The tidal Thames is not for all. The prospect
of this journey every time one wants to cruise on

coaches between Paddington and London Airport.
The scheme to cost £7m and to carry hovercraft
at 80 m.p.h.

the Paddington Arm and returning up the Thames.

of the hovercar threat. For the benefit of those

the Paddington Arm or the G.U. to take hover-

On examination, the impracticability of the
scheme becomes apparant. The estimate of £7m
is way out when the vast sums needed for compensation are considered, particularly in connection with the supply of water to industry. Large
amounts would also have to be paid out for land
purchase, as the line of the Paddington Arm is
by no means straight enough for hovercraft travelling at 80 m.p.h. A large amount of land would
have to be bought to straighten out some of the

bends; valuable, highly priced land.

There are

also a number of low and narrow bridges, some

of which are main line railway bridges. To rebuild them would be both impracticable and expensive.

They would certainly be unsafe for fast

moving vehicles to navigate beneath.

Although the press report of this scheme intimated that British Waterways Board approved the
project in principle, it is now understood that this
is not so. One devoutly hopes they will not consider such a preposterous proposal now or any
other time.

But forwarned is forearmed, and the

nossibility of the LW.A. and this Branch in par-

ticular having a major battle on its hands cannot
be ignored.

The suggestion has been made in the press that
if the Paddington Arm was closed, we could quite
well take our boats round the Thames-Limehouse

the Lee and Stort is daunting indeed. There is to
be a Branch cruise on the Regents Canal in September; the boats going on this will be going via
A good opportunity to compare.

A ROYALLY CROWNED ENDEAVOUR

“ Gentlemen in England now abed Shall think
themselves accursed they were not here.” So spake

Shakespeare's

Henry

V

before Agincourt;

so

thought many of the vast throng gathered at Strat-

ford on Avon when H.M. Queen Elizabeth the
Queen Mother cut the blue ribbon and with royal
solemnity, declared the Stratford Canal open again
after its years of dereliction.

The site for the Festival of Boats and Arts was
a magnificent one. The marquees housing the
exhibitions and refreshments nestled under spreading trees amidst green lawns, flowering bushes and

gravelled paths.

A stone pavilion housed the

Rally Office, and in the middle stood the flaming

sword, the LW.A.’s crest, giant sized and lighting

up the surroundings at night.

The boats, more

than ever before, tied along the river Avon, on
both banks, thanks to a last minute relenting on the
part of Stratford Council, some stern on, some

breasted up in twos or threes. Lights and bunting
glowed among the trees at the water's edge, and
there was a splendid natural slope which made

the theatre, with a floating platform for the performers of ballet or music.

The great day, of course, was the Saturday, July

11th when the Queen Mother graced the occasion
with her presence. After the opening ceremony,

standing ovation on ending his speech, as was

address system, Her Majesty made a triumphal

other guests, Mr. Robert Aickman, our Founder,
said in a spirited speech, that there was now no
excuse for closing another mile of canal. He mentioned particularly the generosity of those con-

the speeches of which were relayed over the public
cruise down the river to the Festival Site, landing

at the floating stage. As the narrow boat “ Linda ”

passed along the lines of boats crews lined their

sides, waving and cheering, ensigns were dipped,
and many a throat had a lump. The bells of the

right and fitting.

Proposing the toast of William Shakespeare and

nected with the Memorial Theatre in allowing
us the use of their gardens, and regretted the

church next to the site rang forth, ard the sounds
of martial music and the crack of maroons were
heard. The evening saw a gala performance at

absence of Peter Hall, due to ’flu.

concert on the floating stage, and fireworks lit the

made.

the Memorial Theatre, which was followed by a

sky as darkness descended.

The Bournemouth Symphony played

on the

floating stage on Monday night, a performance

which had as its climax a rendition of Tschai-

kowsky's 1812 Overture, complete with cannons
fired across the river.

This was calculated to bring

anyone not expecting it up standing, and it did!

A magnificent event. During all this time there
had been the usual Rally activities of visiting other
boats, comparing notes on the hardships or otherwise of the journey, a little line shooting, a lot

of laughter, the joy of meeting old friends and
making new ones, merry evenings in the beer tent,
the eager buying of souvenirs, all the things which
go to make a good rally.
The Festival Dinner was held some distance

from Stratford, at Chesford Grange Hotel, Kenil-

worth, and was memorable for the excellence of
the speeches. The Mayor of Stratford welcoming

us to Stratford (a change of heart of some magnitude) spoke of moorings and a slipway being under
consideration. Lt.-Col. Sir Fordham Flower proposed the toast of the Stratford Canal, and spoke

eloquently of the work done as being as near a
miracle as makes no difference. Praising David
Hutchings, he said having heard he was a ball of

fire, when they met he found instead a ball of

mud topped by long strands of hair.

He con-

cluded by saying that the council could not be

blind to the boating boom, and suggested the

Council's Minute about no mooring on the Avon

The speeches concluded with a witty and enjoyable reply by Mr. Duncan Fairn of the Prison
Commission, and then the Rally awards were

RALLY RESULTS
A. P. Herbert Trophy for covering the greatest
mileage: Major Logan Brown “ Aelling,” Ripon to
Stratford.

Peter Scott Trophy, greatest mileage including

salt water : Mr. Helliwell, “ Manto.”
The Robert Aickman Trophy for the most

meritorious voyage: Major Logan Brown.
The Vivian Bulkeley-Johnson Salt, for the best

idea for the promotion of waterbornetrade : Major
Logan Brown.
The City of Stoke on Trent Trophy, for enroll-

ing the most new members : James C. Street.

The Lionel Munk Trophy,for the best converted
full length narrow boat : Mr. Bailey, “ Orianne.”

The best commercially built inboard boat, under

30ft.: Mr. Renshaw. “Josiah Wedgwood,” over
30ft.: Capt. L. R. Munk, “ Robert Aickman.”

The

best

“ Witch.”

amateur

built

boat:

Mr.

Abson,

The best converted boat other than a narrow
boat : Mr. Sinclair, “ Vesta.”
Best outboard boat : Mr. Knott, “ Wild Rose.”
Best engine installation: Mr. Brain, “ Lion,”

with a special mention for the only steam boat
entered, “ Compton Queen.”

Best Galley : Mr. Humphries, “ Jasmine.”
Best Cake : Mrs. Robson, “ Aylesbury Curlew.”
Best Illuminated Boat: Mr. Martin, “ Silver

Fish.”

should be wrapped round a brick and drowned
in the Basin.

Canal Side Floral Arrangement: Miss Hilary
Cox, “Pippin.”

stalwarts who had worked so hard in the restoration work, and also those who had helped with

Over 150 vintage steam roundabouts, organs and

The reply to Sir Fordham Flower's speech by
David Hutchings, contained references to all those
the organising of the Festival. He spoke particularly warmly of the co-operation received from
the Army, armed forces and prison authorities,

these would be ready to help us again when
needed. Mr. Hutchings said that although we
often go into a town to organise a rally against
public opinion, opinion is always with us when
we leave, Mr. Hutchings was given an enthusiastic

STEAM FAIR
kindred showman’s tackle will

be gathered to-

gether at Shottesbrooke Park, White Waltham, on

the main road beween Maidenhead and Twyford,
in Berkshire, for exhibition on Friday 28th

(evening), Saturday 29th (11 a.m. to late evening),

and Sunday 30th August, 1964 (Noon to late
evening). The LW.A. will have a stand. This

unique Fair (the realisation of John Smith's lifelong ambition) should on no account be missed.

e

COMING EVENTS. . RECENT ACTIVITIES
EPTEMBER 6th.—Canvey Island trip. Depart
from Leigh-on-Sea 9 a.m. cruise to Canvey

Island, having a look at Southend en route and
stopping for one hour 12 noon to 1 p.m. for
lunch on the island. Depart from Canvey Island
I p.m. and cruise to Benfleet, returning to Leigh

at 4 pm. The boat will be an open one, so bring
warm clothing. Application for tickets to the
Chairman, address on p.3, enclosing s.a.e. and
remittance of 10/- for members, 12/6 non-members.

Tides and weather come into prominence in organ-

ising a trip of this kind, so please add your
telephone number to your applications so ‘that
organisers can contact you in case there is notice
in the weather forecast of a typhoon or similar.
September 5th.—The LW.A. South Western Branch

and the Kennet & Avon Trust are having a jointly

organised trip from Bristol to Bath and return,
depart Bristol Broad Quay 10 a.m. arrive Bath
approx. 2 p.m. returning to Bristol by 7 p.m.
Tickets 11/- return 9/- single for adults, children
9/- and 6/-. Tickets from J. Philips, 36 Elm Lane,

Bristol 6.

September 19th.—Cruise on the Regents Canal.

Starting Cumberland Basin or Hampstead Road

Locks, approx. 9 a.m. out onto the Thames at

Limehouse, and back up the Thames to Brentford.
Full details from Oliver Turner, address on p.3.

September 26th.—British Waterways Lock pass

test. Hampstead Road Locks. Details from Oliver
Turner.
RIVER MEDWAY TRIP
Sunday, 7th June
During the week previous to this year’s River
Medway trip the weather had been really bad
with heavy rain. By Friday the river was swollen
and flowing fast. Fortunately the next two days
were dry and the level returned to normal just in

leigh Lock the big sluices were well open and

the rush of water made the approach tricky; especially as there were four hire cruisers in the

lock and we had to lie at the tail of the lock for

them to get clear.

This delay put us a bit behind

time so we pushed on at top speed past Barming

to Teston Lock. Here two cruisers were waiting
so we had company, though they were soon left
well behind as we set off for Wateringbury and
then Yalding.
At Yalding, before entering the cut to Hampstead Lock we turned to port up the main river

channel which comes to a dead end at Anchor
Sluice about a mile further on. A number of

people working on their boats on the Island looked
on curiously, no doubt thinking that we had taken

a wrong turning.

This part of the river, which

is by-passed by the Hampstead Lane Canal, has
high grassy banks and is very quiet—the tower of

Yalding Church can be seen across the meadows.
Approaching the final bend the River Beult
(pronounced Belt) joins the Medway and then the
left bank opens out into the extensive common

land of Yalding Leas. The fine old Twyford
Bridge now lay ahead and beyond it Anchor Sluice.

We proceeded cautiously as the water shoals near

the bridge, and turned just in time to avoid going
aground. We then made a quick run back to
the junction with the lock cut and were soon in

the chamber and rising to the level of the canal.

This canal runs for half a mile beside the road
to the Anchor Inn and the sluices which he had
seen from below. Here we made a short stop for
refreshment to wash down our picnic lunches.
Above Yalding the river is quieter and we made

good speed in spite of the many twists and turns.
At the site of Tumbling Bay Lock (removed in

1910) we touched bottom, but managed to get into
Sluice Weir Lock without incident, avoiding a

time for the trip. The Sunday morning started
cloudy with a strong south-west wind and condi-

big shoal built up by the previous high water.
This lock is the deepest on the river. The passage

lucky and by 10.30 a.m. the clouds had broken

touched bottom again below Stilstead Bridge, and

tions did not look promising.

However we were

and the party assembled at Old Palace Gardens,

Maidstone in bursts of sunshine. For the rest
of the day our luck held and the wind kept the

rain at bay and the clouds nicely broken up.

In all 58 members and friends embarked—a full
load and the largest number ever to attend a
Medway trip.

By 11 o’clock the last stragglers

to Oak Weir Lock was uneventful, though we

then on through East Lock and Hartlake Bridge to
Porters Lock. Here several of the party elected
to walk to the next lock though the long grass

made the going rather tiring. Inspired by their
example other members decided to walk from here

to Tonbridge Town Lock. Had they realised that
this pound is half as long again as the previous

had arrived and we set off up river against a still
considerable flow of land water. This did not
trouble our boatas it normally spends its life down

one they might have had second thoughts before

On arrival at East Far-

eever we had planned to go, if possible, a further

in the estuary where its powerful engine makes

light of the strong tides.

deciding to footslog it.
As everybody knows, Tonbridge Great Bridge
is the Head of Navigation of the Medway. How-

two miles upstream to the top end of Long Reach.

This is the higest point to which a power boat

can get—only canoes can penetrate further. Passing beneath the walls of Tonbridge Castle we
managed to get under two low footbridges and
pushed on upstream around the Sports Ground.
Progress was slow as there were a number of small
boats about, the occupants of which were somewhat startled to see bearing down on them a

massive launch with sixty people on board. Passing under the London main railway line and
entered the Long Reach, a straightening of the
river made for the abortive Penshurst Navigation.

Across the lower end of this reach is a very low
footbridge, aptly named Lucifer Bridge, which
we approached gingerly. The rather high bows
of the launch would not go under. Accordingly

over half the passengers were ordered to huddle

right up in the bows of the boat.

This massive

shift of weight just enabled us to get through with
an inch or two to spare.

At the top of the

reach, where the water shallows, we moored to

allow members to walk a few hundred very muddy

yards further to see the derelict old lock which
Was the first and only lock built to extend the
navigation to Penshurst.

CLASSIFIED

After the inspection we returned quickly to

Tonbridge and disembarked at the landing stage
of the Riverside Café. Here we all enjoyed a
good tea, pleasantly served, which rounded off a

most enjoyable and eventful day.
DEREK SALMON.

THE PEAK FOREST CANAL SOCIETY
Enthusiasm rises as the newly formed Peak

Forest Canal Society begins the fight for the res-

toration of the Peak Forest Canal. The need for
an organised effort to save the canal has long been
realised and soon the use of this most valuable
amenity will have been recovered.
The Peak Forest Canal runs from Buxworth
near Whaley Bridge to Dukinfield near Ashton-

under-Lyne by way of Marple. In Marple it descends over two hundred feet in a flight of sixteen

locks before crossing the River Goyt on a great
stone aqueduct. Having deteriorated over a number of years, this aqueduct was further damaged
by frost in January, 1962, but has recently
i
repaired at a cost of £50,000. The canali:
to the north by the Ashton Canal. and to the south
by the Macclesfield Canal, and together the three
canals form a through route between Manchester

and the Potteries. This route is shorter than the
better known route through Althrincham and
Middlewich along the Bridgewater and Trent and
Mersey Canals.

Although the Peak Forest Canal has not been

“The Thames Welcomes You” ... By Peter H.

closed by the British Waterways Board. the locks

An ideal introduction to the Thames written by an
acknowledged authority and I.W.A. Member.

It is essential that the restoration of the canal
is started as soon as possible. Only prompt action
will prevent disuse becoming dereliction.

Chaplin. 4/- post paid from the Hon. Secretary,
David Harman, 3b Drayton Road, Tonbridge, Kent.

Godalming Rally Plaques.

If you did not remember

to buy one at the Rally, a few are still available

price 5/- from Tim Dodwell, n.b. Adelina, Woodham

Lock, Woodham, Weybridge, Surrey.

THE WILLOW WREN CANAL
TRANSPORTSERVICES LTD.

Largest independent traders on the water-

ways between London and the Midlands,

also offer facilities for pleasure boat owners:
Docking, Engine Installations, Conversions,
also suppliers of
—
Electrical Work
traditionally painted canal ware

Yard: BRAUNSTON, NORTHANTS

Main Office: DURHAM WHARF, BRENT-

FORD, MIDDX. — Tel.: ISLeworth 7282

and lower section are in a poor state of repair.

The Peak Forest Canal Society aims to promote
and maintain the amenity value of the canal by
conserving its great scenic beauty and by encouraging its use by commercial and pelasure boats,

anglers and ramblers.

It emphasises that the canal

Beautit
an
The quarter]

must remain an integral part of the nation-wide

information abou
Ideal for those wh

The Society is negotiating with Sir John Hawton,

and their historic
with beautiful archit

network of navigable waterway

chairman of the British Waterways Board. for per-

With the
mission to carry out restoration wor
co-operation of the board it is hoped to clear lock

chambers, dredge the navigation channel and repair the Jock gates as required.
All forms of help are urgently needed.

Pros-

pective members of the Society and all those who

would be willing in any way are asked to contact
Mr. E. L. Hill, 9 Sherbrooke Road, Disley,

Cheshire or Mr. A. T. Mason, Westwood. Ark-

wright Road, Marple.

If you enjoy Tham
enjoy its companion

The membership of the

Society costs 10/- for an individual, 15/- for
husband and wife, and 5/- for junior members
under 18 years.

All obtainable at you

THAMES
LETCHWORTH PRI

Beautiful views of the Thames Valley
and surrounding countryside
The quarterly magazine containing a wealth of
information about the river and surrounding valleys.
Ideal for those who enjoy reading of ancient buildings
and their historical connections. Lavishly illustrated
with beautiful architectural, countryside and river scenes.
If you enjoy Thames Valley Countryside you will also
enjoy its companion magazines, The Essex Countryside

and Hertfordshire Countryside.

Thames Valley Countryside

(Quarterly)

The Essex Countryside
(Monthly)
Hertfordshire Countryside
(Quarterly)

ALL 2/- EACH

All obtainable at your local booksellers or direct from :

THAMES VALLEY COUNTRYSIDE
LETCHWORTH PRINTERS LTD., Norton Way North, Letchworth, Herts.
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Tel. 2501

Around the Waterways
LEE AND STORT

At a meeting of the Lee and Stort development

committee attended by councillors representing
Epping and Ongar, Harlow, Bishops Stortford,

Ware and Swabridgeworth, Mr. Robert Aickman,

founder of the Inland Waterways Association and

author of many works connected with waterways
outlined the plan of the Civic Trust whereby the
full use would be made of the many disused
gravel pits, reservoirs, etc. by joining with navigable connections to form a play ground for London
for all forms of boating.
A canoe race had been promoted by this committee for a number of years and one would be

weirs along the route.

is the main handicap now that a lot of rubbish

has been removed,

The June working party directed its attention

to two of the locks on the Goldsworth Flight,
removing rubbish and branches from the lock
chambers and vegetation from the lockside.

The

locks were being cleared and some repairs carried
out to enable two houseboats to move up the

planned for schoolchildren on the 18th July at
Woking, and in the later part of August at Fleet.
Because of managerial changes in the canal

Branch and the Chelm
also nearing completion.

Trips by horsedrawn working-boat were being

Harlow to Ware where the Trophys would be
presented at the Priory.

of the working parties is likewise in doubt, but

Marshall's

office

at

Winchfield,

the

Ist September until things are clarified: the future

it is hoped to make a further announcement in

licity booklet was to be produced by a volunteer

a cruise of boats on the upper River Stour on

It was hoped this

booklet would be on sale by the autumn.

In a hope to increase commercial traffic an
appeal was to be made to British Waterways to

increase the draught to the statutory depth.

are being installed afte

Honorary

October.

rivers, navigation and angling.

be directed through them

Bailiffs are suspending their activities from the

The upper reaches of the Rivers Lee and Stort
were still little known to the average member of

The booklet would comprise
sub-committee.
articles on the historical associations of these

is now reaching an adv

sluices are almost comr

company, which will involve the closing of Mrs.

the public and to improve this knowledge a pub-

RIVER (

Work on flood prevent

canal, and the work done was much appreciated
by the lock-keepers preparing for this.

held on October 4th this year. Such had been the
success that this event was now recognised in the
national calendar. A large number of entries were
expected and the race as usual to run from

was to draw public atte
Committee and to exerci
on the river. Reports .
the local press.

RIVER STOUR
The River Stour Action Committee organised

Sunday May 31st. This started
basin Sudbury from the pr

ne old canal
f the Stour

Boat Club, and proceeded dow

Mill, a distance of about seven

Model No. 40E

Capacit

Capacity

to Bures

The party

consisted of canoes which were portaged round the

Also

it was felt that the lack of Sunday opening to the
general boating enthusiast on large stretches was

still having an adverse effect on the possible in-

crease in pleasure traffic.
Grave doubts were expressed as to the possible

flooding conditions when the re-developmentof the

causeway bridge at Bishops Stortford was carried
out under the new town plan.
BASINGSTOKE CANAL
ON Saturday 23rd May four boats went up the
canal, and three reached the tail of Langman’s
Lock (No. 7) at the bottom of the Goldsworth
Flight of Locks beyond Woking.

Pub
Saturdays

Weed conditions were not too good, and fre-

quent clearing of propellers and some bowhauling

7.0 - 10.15

were necessary particularly on some parts of the
long pound at Woking.

Sundays

“Some trouble was en-

countered with silting in the Wheatsheaf Bridge
area, and this was the further point reached by

the fourth boat.

The other boats returned to

spend the Saturday night here, and on the follow-

ing day all returned down the canal.

Overall con-

ditions were certainly better than last October,

although it is a pity that there are no substantial

craft using the canal regularly at Woking, as this
might make quite a difference to the weed, which

2.

5.30 & 7.0
May 23-June 28

(Photo by Eri
ury.
A Canoist leaving the Old Basin at S
The building is an old canal warehouse

now used for general storage.

weirs along the route. The object of the cruise
was to draw public attention to the work of the
Committee and to exercise the right of navigation
on the river. Reports of the event appeared in
the local press.

LEE AND STORT HIRE CRUISERS
Hallingbury Mill, Gaston Green
Nr. Bishop's Stortford

Slipway and Moorings in lovely sur-

J. E. MARRIAGE.

roundings — 29 miles from London
41-seat Day Cruiser for Charter
Refreshments and Toilet on Board; Licensed.

RIVER CHELMER

Work on flood prevention scheme at Chelmsford

2/3/4 berth Cruisers for your holiday on
the Rivers Stort and Lee.

is now reaching an advanced stage and the new
sluices are almost complete. Water is about to

be directed through them.

Brochure 6d. from Reg. Office :
55 Scarborough Drive, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex
Telephone : Southend 77660

The boat rollers, which

are being installed after representations by the
Branch and the Chelmsford Boating Club, are
also nearing completion.

“Snipe”
Model No. 40B

BOAT TRAILERS
Available from 200 Ibs to

36 cwt. capacity, for boats
from 10 ft. to 28 ft. in

Capacity Length 14 ft.
Capacity Weight 400 Ibs.

length.

£34.0.0

Tile frame (Shownin nonposition)
apacit)
Length 17
Weight 10 cwt.

Write for our fully illustrated folders giving details
of all models.
A

E MEANS

tilt

£79.10.0.

LEW-WAYS LTD

Watling Street, Cannock,

Staffs,

Telephone: Brownhills 2565

BY CANAL NARROW BOAT

ARCTURUS

Public Trips

Private Hire

20, 3.30, 5.0 &

Available for Schools, etc.

Saturdays

7.0- 10.15 p.m.

Sundays

Mondays to Fridays
by prior arrangement
N.B. July 3-19: Stratford on Avon

2.15-50 &

530 & 7.0 p.m.
May 23-June 28 & July 25-September 27

BRYAN NICOLL
Guildford Wharf, Friary Street
GUILDFORD
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PUB CRAWLING ON THE THAMES
By MICHAEL APLIN

to spoil the beauty of the scene, always excepting

those hideous concrete boxes erected with such
haste and profusion at the beginning of the last

war. Passing Shifford where King Alfred once
held Parliament, you reach Tadpole Bridge where

century, when to house the workmen employed

in replacing the wooden bridge with a stone one,
an almshouse was built which also served as a

hospital, and was dedicated to St. John the Baptist.
In 1472 it became a pub with the name of Ye

Signe of St. John Baptist Head, and this in 1704

was changed to the Trout Inn. Its present hospitality, fine food and drink are worthy of its inter-

as the name would suggest there is a typical
fishermens’ pub called the Trout. This area of

esting past, and

of the pubs that wets them when they're dry and

final bends into Lechlade, and if you have time

the Thames is one of the few parts where the
fishermen actually seem to catch fish, and another

the

interior

can hardly have

changed since the first pint was drawn.

To complete your journey continue round the

As you pass under the very old bridge here

to spare why not hire a canoe as I did one year
and carry on to Cricklade, which really is the

adviser to Richard II who, whilst being chased
by his enemies leapt from the parapet in full

started this river pub craw! in the City within
sight of St. Pauls, it makes an interesting thought

The final inn before you reach Lechlade is the

for its construction were loaded, and it was to

unique in that no road leads there. This last
stretch to Lechlade is one of excitement mixed
with great delight, and once through Buscot Lock

of the pubs about whose beer, hospitality and
food I have written were originally built.

dries them when they're wet is the Swan at Rad-

cot.

spare a thought for Robert de Vere, one time

armour and made good his escape.

Anchor at Eaton Hastings and must be almost

the graceful spire of Lechlade’s 15th century
church, “a pratie pyramis of stone” as Leland
saw it, watches over your final approach. Once

limit

of navigation

on

the

Thames.

Having

that it was on to barges at Lechlade that the stones

satisfy the thirsts of those bargemen that many
And so my river pub crawl ends, and if it has

had the effect of making some of those who do
not know the Thames keen to explore, and has

through St. Johns Lock, and to celebrate your

drawn the attention of those that know the river
to a pub or pubs they had previously passed by.

Trout, which is one of the finest pubs on the

will taste appreciably better.

arrival, you can do no better than to visit the

Thames and can trace its origin back to the 13th

[a

On again towards Lechlade along this remote
section of the Thames beside which little intrudes

then I shall be delighted, and this Summer's beer

THE AYL
3 THE CANA
Some of the narrow boats at
Stratford.

Photograph

by

Hugh McKnight. Taken from
the Memorial Theatre. (Block
by courtesy of “Motor Boat &

Yachting”).
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AYLESBURY

CRUISERS

Ample headroom—for tall folk!
・
Your pets can come—for family peace of mind!
Life jackets—for the little ones!
Electric light—for evenings and tunnels!
Shaver point—for the “ Skipper ”!
Built-in Radios—for the weather forecast!
Unspoilt countryside—for viewing!
Refrigerators—for ice cold drinks, etc.!
Your holiday is safe—for young and elderly!
Constant hot and cold water—for washing up!

Reading lights—for finishing that last chapter!
Unique extra, Television—for a wet evening!
Individual attention—for all needs!
Showers (H. & C.)—for personal freshness!
Easy handling—for everyone!
Reliable gas cooker—for the galley slave!
Service—for all of you, from all of us at—

THE AYLESBURY CRUISER COMPANY, LIMITED
Tel. Aylesbury 2601
3 THE CANAL BASIN, AYLESBURY, BUCKS.

—]——————— FREE BROCHURE
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RAILWAYS FROM CANALS
by J. D. CRANFIELD
No. 12 THE HEREFORD AND GLOUCESTER CANAL—(concluded)
In 1844 a proposal for a railway along the route
Gloucester to Ledbury using Oxenhall tunnel. An
of the canal was put up and then abandoned, but
agreement was signed on 17th January, 1862 with
before the opening the canal company resolved
both, later kept by the G.W.R. alone, leasing the
to open negotiations with any railway interested in
canal at £5,000/year, the waterway to be mainbuying the waterway. Two bids were received,
tained until an Act was obtained. Delaying action
from the Herefordshire, Gloucestershire, South
by the G.W.R. led in 1869 to a deputation going
Wales & Worcestershire Railway, and the Welsh
to Paddington to see Sir Daniel Gooch. The
Midland Railway. The latters bid of £130,000 was
G.W.R. apparently had cold feet, but the Act
accepted on condition that it got its Act. It didn't,
went through without a change. Compensation
In November 1846 the proposed Hereford & Glouwas paid to the Severn Commissioners for loss of
cester Railway, an L.N.W.R. offshoot, said that it
tolls. On 20th October, 1870 the G.W.R. took over
would appy for an Act to buy the canal. Against
a controlling interest in the scheme. By 1871
this the Staffordshire & Worcestershire Canal sent
£50,000 had been repaid of the canal’s debt. In

a petition to the House of Lords, and a memorial

fact the canal company remained in existence until

was lost in June 1847.

payment.

to the Railway Commissioners. The Bill however
The company then endeavoured to increase
traffic by reciprocal toll arrangements with the

Staffs. & Worcs., and Warwicks. & Birmingham
Canals, enabling Staffordshire coal to be carried

cheaply to Hereford. Pre 1840 income averaged
£1,800/year, 1845-47 averaged £5,504. In 10

years

1838-48

year to 43,080.

tonnage rose

from

16,030 tons/

Receipts just covered mortgage

and loan interest. In 1852 the company tried
to sell the canal between Ledbury and Here-

ford to the Worcester & Hereford Railway, but

again with no success. This railway was authorized

nationalization to distribute the G.W.R.’s annual
In 1873 two schemes were approved by Parlia-

ment, the Newent Railway from

Over, on

the

G.W.R., to Dymock, where the second, the Ross
& Ledbury, took over. Nothing happened to affect
the waterway itself until 1880 when work started
on the railway. The section of canal between

30th June, 1881, although the railway contractors
used the southern part for another 9 months. The
Ross to Dymock section was never built, but the
lines using the canal were opened on 27th July.

1885, joining the Worcester & Hereford line at
Ledbury. Both railways were built to standard

gauge

cheap rate for coal carried down the canal to
Newent. A transhipment stage was completed in

canal was abandoned and became derelict after
1882. Strangely enough Oxenhall tunnel was the

1855. The coal trade had now reversed its direction

of flow. 1855 also saw further competition when

a 224 mile railway line was opened from Grange

Court, on the South Wales Railway, to Hereford.

This was the Hereford, Ross & Gloucester Rail-

way. Two years previously Hereford had gained

rail connexion northwards via the Shrewsbury &
Hereford Railway. One last rail link remained to

completely surround the canal. This was the Wor-

cester & Hereford Railway, on which serious work
started in 1858. Three years later, on 15th September, 1861, it was opened and, running through
Ledbury to Hereford, was in a position to remove

traffic that used the northern section of the canal.

Realizing that competition was impossible the
canal company began a policy of cutting interest

on mortgage and loan notes, and then buying them

up at a reduced price, so ensuring that the shareholders got some of their money back. Negotiations were then opened with the G.W.R. and West
Midland Railway, as supporters of a line from

LAUNCHING
CAR AND

TOWING.
AGENTS FO

As

Ledbury and the Severn was officially closed on

in 1853. The Staffordshire coal trade did not last,
so in 1854 the canal company agreed, with the

Newport, Abergavenny & Hereford Railway, a

ALL

and

were

absorbed

completely

into

bel

the

G.W.R. in 1892. The northern extension of the
one part of the canal that was not used.

The canal had been beset by difficulties all along,
but could have been much more successful had it
been started earlier and with more conviction. It
was more or less isolated, although it was suggested in 1792 that it should be linked to the

Leominster Canal. The French Wars undoubtedly
made money very tight and would also have contributed to the labour difficulties and rising prices.
Bearing this in mind the change of line at Oxenhall to include a mile long tunnel seems very
strange, as does the business at Alney Island. An-

other pointis that the locks were very deep. Out

of 22, ⑲ had an average fall of 10” 10”, while
This made a good water

For fully illustr

The railway, which is 17 miles, 37 chains in

“belle” H

three averaged 12’ 6”.

supply essential.

length, has hardly fared any better. The service
has always been purely local and it must have

been on the verge of closing for many years. How-

ever it is still open, but for how long is a moot
(Continued on page 14)

Stoke Re

ALLINGTON MARINA LTD.
ALLINGTON, MAIDSTONE, KENT
Tel. Maidstone 2057

ALL FACILITIES FOR BOATS
LAUNCHING RAMP FOR TRAILED CRAFT.
RIVERSIDE WATER AND FUEL PUMPS.
i
CAR AND TRAILER PARK. MOORINGS.
ELECTRICITY. CALOR GAS. CHANDLERY.
BROKERAGE.
SALVAGE.
INSURANCE.
REPAIRS.
TOWING.
AGENTS FOR — Falcraft, Littleship Paints, Esso, Evinrude, Newage/B.M.C., etc.

Associated with Medway Cabin Cruisers, Luxury Hire Craft.

belle Holiday Boat Co.
*

2-8 BERTH CANAL AND RIVER HIRE CRUISERS
Fully equipped with most comprehensive inventories,
cookers, refrigerators, water heaters, electric water
systems, flush toilets, showers, One-Way cruises, etc.,

*

FULL BOATYARD FACILITIES INCLUDING
Repair Boatshed.
Large Float-In Slipway

Moorings, Petrol and Diesel fuel, Oils and Calor Gas

*

REPAIRS AND CONVERSIONS
Winter Storage ashore also undertaken

For fully illustrated brochure of hire fleet, please send two 3d. stamps to :—
“belle” Holiday Boat Co. (Dept. H.C.B.), Willowbridge,
Telephone : Bletchley 2193.
Stoke Road, Bletchley, Bucks.
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REYNOLDS, George, Esq., 20 Tubbenden Close, Orpington, Kent.
⑥
REYNOLDS, Master Brian, 20 Tubbenden Close, Orpington, Kent.
ョ
BURR, Miss M, Carrol, 6 Merlin Road, Wanstead Park,
London, E.i2.
DODWELL, John C., Esq., Dover House, London Street,
Chertsey, Surrey.
HONE, Richard A., Es
5a Frognal Gardens, Hampstead, N.W.3.
STOWE, Roy K., Esq., “Beavers”, Croft Avenue, West
Wickham, Kent.
WALTON, Master Robert M., “Walcot”, Stratford Road,

The service for a long time has been a

Traffic must have been sufficient for the G.W.R.
to continue to pay £5,000 rent each year.

E welcome the undermentioned who, having

Watford,

Herts.

joined the Inland Waterways Association
and residing in the Branch area, are automatically

made members of the London and Home Counties

Mobile equipment available Thames and

Inland

The number of Branch memberships that lapse at
the end of the first year is considerable. We feel

Drive,

for

undertaken.

D.LY.

Plans

T. HARRISON CHAPLIN LTD.
Meadhurst Park Nursery
Sunbury-on-Thames

Dagenham,

CONVERTED CRUISER CLUB, The Honorary Treasurer,
1 Braid Avenue, East Acton, W.3.
CRAMER, Dr. Frank, 13 Bromley Common, Bromley,
Kent
HEAVEN, Godfrey, Esd., 23 Frewin Road, London,
S.W.18.
KAY, Dr. H. E. M., 102 Lexham Gardens, London,
W.8.

ZEALLEY, Mrs. Gladys W., Manor Cottage, Letchmore

Est. 1907
Telephone : 3371
Illustrated brochure on request

WHY NOT CO
AFLOAT ?

Just Published

Canal

THE RIVER WEY
NAVIGATION

Heath, Near Watford, Herts.
BURESIDE DEVELOPMENTS LTD., BRITTAIN, R. B.
Esq., 109-113 London Road, South Benfleet, Esse

HARRIS, Frank A, Esd., 4 Marco Road, Hammersmi

W.6.
16th HARROW SCOUT GROUP (Rover Crew), c/o The
Hon. Secretary, 148a Station Road, Harrow, Middle-

Weybridge to Godalming

sex.

LLOYD, Archibald H., Esd., 49 Old Farm Road, Guild-

ford, Surrey.

SHINGLETON, Walter, Esd., 230 Montrose Avenue,
Welling, Kent.
BARROW, D. G., Esq., 67 Kymswell Road, Stevenage,
Herts.
PASCOE, George F., Esq., 62e Salusbury Road, London,
N.W.6,
CRANSHAW, Charles, Esq., Riverside, Stanstead, Abbotts
Ware, Herts.
FARROW, Norman S., Esq., 85 The Woodfields, Sanderstead, Surrey.
FROUDE, Leslie M., Esd., 24 Sunny Bank, Epsom,
Surrey.
SHERRIFF, Master Joseph J. H., 142 Hadlow Road,
Tonbridge, Kent.
RODWAY, Mrs. N. E., 23 Mount Pleasant, off West
Street, Farnham, Surrey.
SCOTT, Miss Jocelyn L., 23 Mount Pleasant Villas,
Stroud Green, London, N.4.
DAVY, Michael J., Esq., 8 Windlesham Close, Upper
Portslade, Brighton, Sussex.
FIELD, Dick, Esq., 16 Highgate West Hill, London, N.6.
FIELD, Mrs. D., 16 Highgats West Hill, London, N.6.
HARTNOLL, Miss Phyllis, 39 Castelnau Gardens, London,

A HANDBOOK containing detailed informa-

tion on all aspects of the river with

maps.

This informative booklet, the only one on

the River Wey, has been compiled and pub-

lished by the London and Home Counties

Branch, 1.W.A,

Price 3/6d. (4/- post free) from
Branch Secretary,

3b DRAYTON ROAD, TONBRIDGE,
KENT.
PLEASE ORDER YOUR COPY NOW
AND SUPPORT A BRANCH EFFORT

S.W.13.

TRACEY, Peter M., Esq., 83 Abingdon Road, Kensington, W.8.
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STOURPO

FIRST
ESPE

2106
ピ

Park

Fittings

river frontage, consult . . .

Please note that this amount should be paid to the
head office.
47

Surveys

prepared. From a Willow tree to a complete

from the Branch subscription being overlooked.

C.,

Waterways.

construction.

sure that some of these are accidental and result

Frederick

④ &
on

Landing Stages, Bank Protection

3s. in order tocontinue their Branch membership.

Essex.

88-94 RUE DE

RIPARIAN OWNER SERVICE

Branch for a year. We sincerely hope that at the
end of the first year they will think it worthwhile to pay the Branch annual subscription of

WYBREW,

SAI

at

キキキキキキキキキキ

point.

mixture of diesel railcars and steam auto-trains.

ILLU

Please mention Th

SAINT LINE CRUISERS
88-94 RUE DE SAINT DENIS - LA COURNEUVE - SEINE - FRANCE

ォ キ キ キ キ キ

4 & 6 Berth Luxury Cruisers for Hire
on the French Rivers and Canals
Continuous Hot and Cold Water

Navigation Charts
Flush Toilets
Transistor Radios
Hot Showers

Economical Diesel Engines

WHY NOT COMBINE A CONTINENTAL HOLIDAY WITH A HOLIDAY
AFLOAT ?
WRITE NOW FOR 56 PAGE COLOUR BROCHURE

Canal Pleasurecraft (stourport) Ltd.
STOURPORT-ON-SEVERN, Worcs.

Tel.: 2970

FIRST TO DESIGN AND BUILD MOTOR CRUISERS
ESPECIALLY FOR USE ON THE WHOLE OF THE
CANAL AND RIVER NETWORK
2 to 6 berth fully equipped and comfortable motor cruisers for

hire on the canals and rivers Severn and Avon

キキキキキキオキオキ

i

atest types include these unique special features :—
CLOSED-CIRCUIT KEEL COOLING
HOT WATER TO ALL CABINS
LARGE FULLY OPENING WINDOWS
GAS COOKING WITH OVEN AND GRILL
PYE TRANSISTOR BUILT-IN RADIO
ELECTRIC SHAVING POINT
LARGE REFRIGERATOR
FORMICA SURFACES
ELECTRIC LIGHTS
WIPE-CLEAN LYONIDE DUNLOPILLO CUSHIONS

ILLUSTRATED

BROCHURE ON

Please mention The Windlass when replying to advertisements.
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REQUEST

Aylesbury

Company

The Aylesbury Boat Company Limited
THE

BOAT

AYLESBURY

+

BASIN

BUCKS

・

Telephone: Aylesbury 2209

“All boats lying Aylesbury unless otherwise stated.”
2 BERTH CRUISERS
2 bth aft cockpit outboard cruiser with 5 HP Seagull
engine. Sep. w.c. compartment, galley with stainlass steel sink and Caior Gas grill. Wheel steering.
Cas lighting. (F271)
Folding aft cockpit cover.
£175
2 bth outboard cabin sruiser with 18 HP Evinrude
with single lever Teleflex remote controls, This craft
is brand new and has only been used for one
£395
...
...
demonstration. (F286)
2 bth aft cockpit inboard cruiser with 8 HP Stuart
Turner engine. Sep. toilet compartment. Partly con.
£295
structed galley. Wheel steering. (F287) ...
2 bth fwd cockpit inboard
gator engine. Small galley
Gas cooker. Pipzd fresh
toilet in sep. compartment.

①
I

cockpit cover.

|

(F289)

cruiser with Morris Navi.
with sink unit and Calor
water supply. Chemical
Wheel steering. Folding
...

£750

=

2 bth outboard cruiser with trailer and Johnson 40

Largo a
wich ITA
HP ue
is craft has been ver,
rome pulpit rail.
cover.

m nas

(E ud ERB

ewm o?

3/4 bth aft cockpit fibreglass cruiser with 5} HP
Evinrude. Teleflex single lever controls. Large
lockers under berths. Toilet compartment. Galley
with Perspex sink, Calor Gas two burner hotpate.
Specially tailored cockpit canopy and winter storage
zx
Fee
£450
tonnau cover. (F291)
2 bth aft cockpit Dolphin 16 with 18 HP Evinrude

Fastwin. Large aft cockpit. Aquabird steer'ng wheel.
Towing eye for trailer. ‘Aft cockpit cover. Hand
rails on cabin top.

(F293)

£450

...

4 and 6 BERTH CRUISERS
4

bth aft cockpit

inboard

motor cruiser with Stuart

Turner 8 HP. Sliding hatch to cabin top, Calor
Gas cooker. Electric light throughout. Flush toilet.
£975
SE
a
Se
(F133)
Toledo all-welded steel canal cruisers by Messrs. E. C.
o £3,500
Jones & Son, Brentford, Ltd, (F220)

4 bth motor cruiser with 18 HP Brooks marine
engin:. Calor Gas and electric lighting. Galley
with Calor Gas cooker. Sep. toilec compartment.
New can.
Plenty of cupboard and storage space.
£600
vas cockpit cover. Lying Notts. (F242)
④ bth aft cockpit caravan/cruiser with 5 HP Gale
outboard. Fully equipped galley with sink unit and
piped water supply. Calor Gas cooker. Chemical
Complete
Aft cockpit with folding cover.
toilet.
with trailer. Ideal for use as caravan or cruiser.
£475
ge ea
(F.284)
6 bth aft cockpit outboard cruiser with 18 HP
Johnson. Galley with Calor Gas cooker, sink with
Transom
Large aft cockpit.
piped water supply.
locker for boat g:ar, etc. Six de luxe Tannoy vents.
£1,350
EI
in
(F.292)
・
④ bth aft cockpit inboard cruiser with B.M C. M-rris
Vedette. Toilet. Galley with plastic sink. Calor
Gas cooker. Permanently fixed dog house. Trakmark to fore and aft decks. Opening windscreen.
Opening windows throughout.

No. 43 AUGUS

-

£500

(F294)

6 b'h aft cockpit inboard diesel motor cruiser with

8;

HP

cooker.

Large

Lister

Sink.

i
folding

refrigerator and

Calor Gas

Diesel.

Flushing toilet.

cockpiti cover. (F259)

Tiler steering,
g

£2,400

NARROW BOATS
52 ft. shortened unconverted butty boat, elm bottom, oak sides, stern altered to take engine with

Lying Midlands.

counter ets, ex Clayton tar boat.
3

(F254)

ave

s

£250

fe

70 ft. almost new all steel butty in excellent con-

dition, cost over £3,000 in 1958, ideal for con-

version. (F269)
71

£1,200

o

..

ft. 5 bth converted motor narrow boat with

and
Parsons D.4.M Bicycle for lock whesling, GasCalor
electric lighting. Electrolux gas refrigerator,
ler
Ti
Aluminium decking on floor.
Gas cooker.
mA ARCO
ER
aft steering. (F275)
boat with 25 HP
72 ft. converted motor Il.narrow
Gal'ey
Electric starting.
Morris Commodore Mk.
with Calor Gas cooker, sink, etc. Chemical toil>c.
Solid fuel stove for heating. Complete with crockery.
£1,250
..
LL
blankets, etc. (F279)
70 ft.

unconverted

and 3” elm bottom.
able. (F.280)

motor narrow

⑧

boat,

2"oak

side

Hull unders:ood to be reacon£200
③

cruisers or marrow boats which
© We would appreciate details of any river, canalonly
part of our selection. Please
The craft advertised are
write for our free brokerage list and free yacht manual or call to inspect our floating

are being offered for sale.
display.”

a

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
(Mondays by appointment)

Please mention The Windlass when replying to advertisements.
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