THE

WINDLASS
No. 42 JUNE, 1964

(Block by courtesy of Motor Boat & Yachting)

(Photo by H. McKnight)

THE WHITSUN

RALLY

—

The happy scene at Godalming Wharf showing some of the 120 Craft present.

Journal of

THE LONDON and HOME COUNTIES BRANCH of
The Inland Waterways Association Ltd., Published alternate months

1

E

“MAID”

LINE

FERRY YACHT STATION

CRUISERS LTD. SüRREY0
Tel.: Emberbrook 1078 (3 lines)
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We are Sole Booking Agents for other cruisers operating on the Thames, the
Severn, and the Canals from Kingston, Tardebigge, Bunbury, Gt. Haywood,
Macclesfield, Cosgrove, Tewkesbury, Cropredy, etc, also on the lovely
River Marne in France.
Several exciting new cruisers are being added to our Thames Fleet and to the
Canal Fleets for the 1964 Season.
Over 100 craft cruising on the Upper Thames, Oxford, Grand Union,

Worcester & Birmingham, Shropshire Union and other Canals.
MODERN
SELF-STARTING
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&
PETROL
ENGINES
ELECTRIC
LIGHT
sE
SAFETY
GAS
INSTALLATIONS
Foam rubber mattress.

Refrigerators.

Gas cookers with ovens.

“Kepcold” cold boxes. Running hot water systems.

Full Details in our NEW 100-PAGE COLOUR ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE

CANAL AND RIVER HIRE CRUISERS
(Dept. H.C.B.), Willowbridge, Stoke Road, Bletchley, Bucks.
Bletchley 2193

*

*
*

CHOOSE from THIRTY 2-8 berth, self drive, luxurious and economical cruisers

START from one of five bases covering the Canals and Rivers of England

AMENITIES include flush toilets, electric water systems, hot and cold water,

© fridges, shower units and One-Way Cruises

Please write for fully illustrated brochure
(two 3d. stamps) stating requirements
‘CANAL and RIVER HIRE CRUISERS are also SOLE AGENTSforall
Cruisers built by Davison Bros., Old Sawley, Notts.
Examples of their superbly constructed Canal and River Craft may
be seen on Pages 4, 5 and 6 of the Canal and River Hire Cruisers

brochure and at moorings at Bletchley, Old Sawley and several other

boatyards throughout the country.
Please mention The Windlass when replying to advertisements,
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The Godalming Rally of Boats
(CONDITIONS could hardly have been more
* ideal for the branch's 1964 Whitsun rally.

The small rural town of Godalming slept in the
dry, pleasing heat of Whit weekend.

On Saturday

morning the few committee boats at Godalming

wharf, about two hundred yards from the top
of the navigation, were joined by some of eighty-

odd other boats entered in the rally. They came

slowly at first and then invaded the top pound
in locks full. By Saturday evening, boats stretched

from the wharf, on both sides of the river up

to the bridge marking the navigation’s end, and
downstream, on the tow-path side, about half a
mile to Catteshall, the top lock.

To the rally organizers who had been planning

since last October, many committee meetings, and

working parties ago, the weather was a great
relief to burdened minds. People with boats, and

visitors alike made the best of the weather by
picnicing on the bank and enjoying the heat.

The Wey Cruising Club were there in force, with
their Club boat, Sir Richard Weston.
Soup. hamburgers, sausages. and jelly went
down well after the days’ work, in the evening

Sunday, the open day, started with church ser-

vices for those who wished to go, and later a
briefing of skippers, as the last trickle of boats

arrived. In the afternoon, narrow boat Arcturus

brought the dignitaries from Catteshall back to
the wharf. Among those on board were the Mayor
of Godalming, Mr. H. Stevens, the manager of
the river above Guildford, and present owner of
that below, Sir Godfrey Nicolson, M.P., Sir

Richard Nugent, M.P., Chairman of the Thames
Conservancy. The rally was opened by the Mayor
with a few appropriate words. Other speakers
included the Chairman of the Rally Committee,
Mr. S. F. Swayne, and Mr. D. W. Horsfall. Mr.

Stevens was persuaded to give a short but interes-

ting speech and Mr. T. Burr spoke for the Nation-

al Trust.
stand.

Later Mr. Robert Aickman took the

He compared our waterways with those

abroad, and gave several crushing reasons as to

why we should keep them; he mentioned that

no more should be closed, and seemed hopeful

for the future. Other distinguished guests were
Mrs. J. Marshal of the New Basingstoke Canal

food at once, and not enough help from a small

and Capt. L. R. Munk, Chairman IW.A.
The opening speeches coincided with the beginning, dead ontime, of the boat trips, and there
was a slight interuption as an outboard dinghy

to too small a barbecue grill for all its ten frying

was a demonstration by the Air Training Corps,

barbecue, in spite of the unfortunate wait for
food, probably due to too many people expecting

minority of non-working element’s. (In fact due

pan size! —Editor) However, the caterers valiantly
fried on, overcoming all odds and finally got rid

of the large, hungry queue,

sped down river, full of passengers.

Later there

of service life saving equipment and techniques
a demonstration from the wharf of radio con-

trolled model boats, and a canoe race to the town

bridge from the top lock. Winners were: Single
Canoe, Brian May, Guildford Rowing Club:
Double Canoe, Leading Seaman Donovan and. A/B

Marney of Guildford Sea Cadets.

The band concert of the Sea Cadets, and some

Scottish pipes and drums went down well with
most people, as did a performance by the Thames
Valley Morris Men which followed.

As it got dark, the illuminations came on, making quite a pretty picture. Lord St. Davids’ interesting film, followed by a good, if somewhat
rowdy firework display, suffered a mild interuption

as the motor towing the work boat ran out of

fuel right opposite the wharf and a short panic

washeld in stage whispers as oars were unshipped.

The massed migration away from the site on
Monday morning went well, except for a bit of

a flap at 5 o'clock, due to lack of water below
Catteshall, found by an early bird moving before
the harbourmaster had intended. The harbourmaster, and site organizer straightened things up
after some time, by adjustments to the weir,

As

the boats left, so the helpers cleared up the site.

would like to join those that already have, in

congratulating Mr. Swayne’s committee and other
helpers at the rally, for amenities provided, prob-

rally.

ably un-equalled at any former LW.A.

Especially to those members of the committee,
Tim Dodwell (Hon. Sec.), David Horsfall (Vice
Chairman), Bryan Nicoll (Harbourmaster) F. H.

Hughes (Rally programme editor), Hugh Mc-

Knight (Press Sec.), D. C. Nicholson (Hon. Trea-

surer), Claire Johnstone (Catering) and E. Pallant
(Site Organizer); Mr. H. Stevens, whose help
and interest made the rally possible the National
Trust; the Godalming Council, particularly Mr.
J. A. Money, so willing to help, along with all
the other local bodies, organizations, and tradesmen. Our thanks also to the previously unmentioned sea-rangers who blistered their hands

working the chain ferry, (and last but not least
to C. Pallant, writer 'of this account!).
I think that the people of Godalming who
wanted to know when the next rally was, because
they had enjoyed this one so much, voiced the
feelings of most other people there.

I am sure that most other people at the rally

“Snipe”
BOAT TRAILERS
Available from 200 Ibs to

36 cwt. capacity, for boats

from

Capacity Length 14 ft.
Capacity Weight 400 Ibs

length.

10 ft.

to

28 ft.

in

Write for our fully illustrated folders giving details
of all models.

£34.00

Tilt frame (Shown in non-

tilt position)
Length 17

Weight 10 cwt.

£79.10.0.

Capacity

Capacity

つ
LEW-WAYS LTD

Watling Street, Cannock,

Staffs.

Telephone: Brownhills 2565

THE WILLOW WREN CANAL
TRANSPORT SERVICES LTD.

Largest independent traders on the waterways between London and the Midlands,
also offer facilities for pleasure boat owners:
Docking, Engine Installations, Conversions,
Electrical Work

ー

also suppliers of

traditionally painted canal ware
Yard: BRAUNSTON, NORTHANTS
Main Office: DURHAM WHARF, BRENTFORD, MIDDX. — Tel.: ISLeworth 7282

LEE AND STORT HIRE CRUISERS
Hallingbury Mill, Gaston Green
Nr. Bishop’s Stortford

Slipway and Moorings in lovely sur-

roundings — 29 miles from London
41-seat Day Cruiser for Charter
Refreshments and Toilet on Board; Licensed.

2/3/4 berth Cruisers for your holiday on
the Rivers Stort and Lee.
Brochure 6d. from Reg. Office :

55 Scarborough Drive, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex
Telephone : Southend 77660

COMING EVENTS" О) RECENT ACTIVITIES
requested to organize a display of boating and

IMPORTANT NOTICE
MEMBERS Will recall that following a request
from the Branch the Regent's Canal locks were
opened for an experimental period last summer.
However, partly due to inadequate publicity this

facility was hardy used (only one LW.A. member

was reported going through the locks at weekends
during the whole summer).
As a result it was decided by the Branch Committee to ask British Waterways to open the locks
for a further trial period of two weekends this
summer and to ask for a maximum Branch support
with a view to a further extension the following

year.

We are pleased to report that arrangements have
now been made with British Waterways to open
the Regent’s Canal and Hertford Union Canal locks

on Saturday, June 27th to enable members to make

the round trip from the Long Level to the River
Thames at Limehouse and the River Lee and back

in one day.

A party of boats will therefore leave Hampstead Road Locks at 08.30 on Saturday, June 27th
and proceed via the Regent's Canal,

Hertford

Union Canal, the River Lee, Bow Locks and the

Limehouse Cut to lock out on to the River Thames.

The return journey will be made via the Regent's
Canal Dock to Hampstead Road, arriving about
18.30 hours.
Will all members who can bring a boat please

let me know as soon as possible (57 Fitzroy Road,

London, N.W.1.) with details of their craft and

crew. It may also be possible to accommodate a

canoe races, for the 1964 Tonbridge Carnival. Any
members interested in helping or with a suitable

boat should contact the Hon. Branch Sec., also

those members who would like to enter the canoe
races. One will probably be from Penshurst to

Tonbridge a distance of 8 miles and the others
on the river in front of Tonbridge Castle. Our
Member, Mr. H. Mockford, of Barden Road, Tonbridge, has again offered to run free passenger
trips for the Carnival Association and donations

received on the trips will go to the local charities.
Heis also entering six canoes in one of the races,
and. offering cash prizes for the first three past

the winning post; those Members without canoes

might be willing to enter this race, should contact

the Hon. Sec. Please help to support this venture,

if you live in the area, and are not going to the

National Rally of Boats at Stratford-on-Avon.

DUDLEY TUNNEL OUTING
FOLLOWING Mr. New's announcement at the

LW.A’s AGM. on Saturday, 3rd May that
Dr. Fletcher would be pleased to conduct a party
through this old canal tunnel, it is proposed to

arrange an outing to go there from London, subject
to the tunnel still being navigable.
Final arrangements for this trip will be made

when the number wishing to go on it is known.

Provisional arrangements are:

Leave London 9

to 9.30 a.m. Snack and perhaps lunch at Motels
on the MI (where charges are quite moderate).

limited number of people without boats if enough

Trip through the tunnel and back, starting from

Tf the trip on June 27th is a success, it is hoped

packed lunches could be taken on board and eaten
en route or at the further end). Return to London
with breaks again on the MI, arriving at about
⑧ or ⑨ p.m. The cost: Less than the cost of the
return railway fare to Dudley. Please send a card
saying you intend to come to: N. D. New, 189

members with their own craft join the party.

to open the Regent's Canal and Lower River Lee
Locks on both Saturday and Sunday during one

weekend in September.

This would give members

the opportunity of a longer trip to the River Lee

and back.
It is hoped that we shall be joined by at least

one Member of Parliament and the Mayor of a

local Borough through which the Regent's Canal

passes.

Please join us on June 27th and help to get
the locks opened regularly every weekend.

the Tipton end (up to about 3 hours) (alternatively

Whitchurch Lane, Edgware, Middlesex,

This trip will be arranged for August 23rd.
PROVIDED THERE IS ENOUGH ENTHU-

SIASM.

So please write in quickly.

A further

announcement will appear in the August issue,

OLIVER TURNER

JULY 9th-14th.
ford on Avon.

NATIONAL RALLY at Strat-

Note the date, note the place.

Make this the Rally of the century.

11th July, 1964 — TONBRIDGE CARNIVAL
BOAT DISPLAY — Following up last year’s successful venture, the Branch have again been

BRANCH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
THE A.G.M. was held at A.E.I. House, Victoria,

on April 16th.

Mr. David Horsfall in his

Chairman’s Report spoke of the Branch activities
of the past year, and listed among our successes,

the Medway lock pass scheme and the appearance

of our first publication, the River Wey booklet.

Speaking of the waterways in the Branch area,

he mentioned the disappointment of the National
Trust’s refusal to consider our plan for the Stour

because of local residents’ objections.

On the

Regent's Canal our members Turner Marinas were

congratulated on the success of their enterprize,

but it was regretted that the scheme for opening

the locks at weekends was not successful owing to
lack of support of boat owners.

The Kennet & Avon Trust were congratulated

on their great victory, and the hard work done

“by the Basingstoke Canal working

parties was

commended.

The big news of the year was, of course, the

presentation of the River Wey to the National

Trust, by Mr. H. Stephens. The Branch’s third
rally is to take place on the Wey, at Godalming.
Mr. Horsfall also mentioned with regret the
resignation of Brian Ambrose from the committee,
and paid tribute to his work for the Branch; this

talk by Mr. Bolland of the Thames Conservancy,

his subject being, “The work of the Thames Con-

servancy”. The talk was profusely illustrated by
coloured slides showing the source of the Thames
at “Thames Head” near Cirencester and actually
showed water with cances floating on it at the
traditionalsite of the origin of the Thames. Further
slides showed its progress from a damp ditch to
the Thames we all know combining at Teddington
the limit of the culminating jurisdiction. After

the talk Mr. Bolland invited questions and Members were not slow in putting some very pertinent

ones, but as Mr. Bolland said “he could only
answer those to which he knew the answers, and
in some cases not even then!”, which amused all
present. After the interval the second half of the

Meeting

was

a

Waterways

Quiz,

which

con-

sisted of slides showing sometimes familiar and
other times unfamiliar waterways and features of

the same and the Members present were asked to

the

give the location or similar information regarding

After the Chairman’s report, there followed the

election of Branch officers. Mr. Horsfall was reelected as Branch Chairman, with no dissensions

Branch Committee Members Messrs. D. Cooper
and H. McKnight in their usual and most efficient
manner and was obviously very popular with those
Members present. Prizes consisting of copies of

been co-opted to the committee earlier in the year,

Members scoring the lowest number of points, to
spare whose blushes no names will be mentioned.

was warmly supported
members.

by applause from

and much enthusiasm. The following were elected
to the Committee: Mr. Hugh McKnight, who had
and Mr. Geoffrey Brown.

Messrs. Bryan Nicoll,

John Marriage, Stanley Tims and Oliver Turner

were re-elected. All elections were without dissent.

the slide shown.

The quiz was organised by the

“Know your Waterways”, were awarded to the

Altogether a most successful evening.

J. C. STREET

The following Resolution was proposed by Mr.

T. Dodwell, and seconded by Miss C. Johnstone:

“That in the event of the restoration of the Kennet

& Avon Canal being started on a substantial scale,

BRIAN AMBROSE

to the Restoration Fund of the Kennet & Avon
Canal Trust Ltd.”. An amendment to increase this
amount was defeated, but the resolution itself was
passed unopposed, with enthusiasm.

Г WAS with much regret that the Committee

of the Association spoke of the great triumph of

of something over ten years, and will probably

mented in particular on the excellent report produced by Mr. J. Marriage on the River Stour,
which was rejected by the National Trust. Mr.

organizing the “Derby” and “Christmas” draws.
The Branch owes a considerable debt of gratitude

to go boating on difficult waterways.

efforts that the Branches’ financial position is as

the Branch is prepared to contribute up to £100

Mr. R. F. Aickman, Founder and Vice President

the London Rally, and on Branch matters com-

Aickman also stressed the need for boat owners

finally accepted the resignation from the Com-

mittee of Mr. Brian Ambrose. Mr. Ambrose was
a founder Member of the London Branch and had
been on the Committee from its inception, a period
best be remembered for his bi-annual effort of _

to Mr. Ambrose for his stirling efforts in raising
funds, by these draws and it is largely due to his

it is today. It is understood that Mr. Ambrose
will still be with us in spirit but he finds that

The meeting continued with two short films on
continental waterways, and then followed a most
interesting talk by Mr. Roger Calvert. The progress being made on European waterways is truly

his other committments particularly with regard to

THE FEBRUARY MEETING

mittee. In accepting his resignation, the Committee

phenomenal, and Mr. Calvert's talk covered a lot
of ground in the short time available.
SOME eighty-odd Members and Guests attended
what once again

turned out to

be a most

entertaining and possibly ‘Educational’ Meeting.

The first half of the evening was devoted to a

the Kennet & Avon Trust are leaving him insuffi-

cient time to attend to London Branch business
as he would like, and he also feels that it is time

to make way for new blood on the Branch Com-

feel sure that all Members of the Branch will wish
to thank Mr. Ambrose for his efforts on their be-

half and we all look forward to seeing him at

future Branch Meetings.

A spring scene at Chertsey Lock.

Photograph by Е. С. Sanders

Beautiful ciews of the Thames Valley
and surrounding countryside
A quarterly magazine for those who enjoy
reading the history of ancient buildings and towns
PRICE
2/-

that border the river.

Lavishly illustrated with

views of the countryside and places of architectural interest, and, of course, of the river itself.

Obtainable from your local booksellers or direct from

THAMES VALLEY COUNTRYSIDE
LETCHWORTH PRINTERS LTD., Norton Way, North Letchworth, Herts.
7

Tel. : 2301.

Around the Waterways
RIVER MEDWAY
The Kent River Board have now completed
driving in mooring piles below Teston and Sluice
Weir Locks, but unfortunately they have not placed

them as we recommended. When moored to them

it is impossible to get ashore and this fact, particularly at Sluice Weir, greatly detracts from their
usefulness. Refuse disposal facilities are being pro-

BASINGSTOKE CANAL

AS briefly reported in the April number of the
Windlass,

parties

of

volunteers

from

the

Branch and the Honorary Bailiffs of the Canal
have continued with the work of removing rubbish
from the canal, mainly in the Woking area.

That the work yielded results was shown by the

ease with which certain notorious

bridge-holes

vided at locks which are also having painted name
boards. The locks have also been numbered but

were negotiated on Easter Monday. On that day
four outboard dinghies (one manned by the Farnborough Sea Scouts) and a cance covered the

river navigations the bottom lock (East Farleigh)

Goldsworth Locks and Sheerwater.

the River Board have numbered them the wrong
way round. Contrary to the normal practice on

is now No. 1 and the top lock (Town Lock, Tonbridge) No. 9.

The River Medway Sub-Committee have recently

won an important concession from the River Board
with regard to the water supply at Town Lock,

Tonbridge.

The Board had decided to padlock

the tap and to charge 2/6 for its use. We pointed

out that not only was the charge exhorbitant but

also our members who have lock passes and
handles would be precluded from using the tap

as the lock is often unattended. As a result of

our protest the tap is now unlocked again and
the charge has been abolished.

DEREK SALMON.

KENNET & AVON
THE Kennet & Avon Canal Trust held its second

Annual Dinner at the Old Red House, Bath,

on April 18th After an excellent dinner the 122
members and guests listened to speeches by the
Mayor of Bath Councillor Tucker, General Sir
Hugh Stockwell, Councillor Mrs. Maw, Capt. L.

R. Munk, Trust Chairman, Lord Methuen, President, and Mr. Charles Hadfield, who replaced

Sir John Hawton.

Sir John was prevented from

attending by the illness of Lady Hawton.

It was announced that work of restoring the

canal would begin as soon as possible, working

from Reading to Hungerford and from Bath to
Dundas Aqueduct. To meet the cost, a Fund has

been set up with an initial target of £25,000, later

probably to be extended to £50,000. Donation
and Deed of Covenant forms were passed round
at the Dinner, and after a quick check, it was

announced that the amount given or promised

whole length of the Woking pound between the

A number of broken sheer-pins, caused through

hitting submerged branches, showed there is still

work to be done however.

It also incidentally

demonstrated the superiority of an outboard with

a small swept-back propellor over those with the

larger conventional shape for this kind of work.

In equally cold weather the day before one of
these dinghies had cruised along the summit level
from ‘Barley Mow’ Bridge at Winchfield to the
boating station at ‘Chequers’ Bridge, Crookham,
where “Old Mark” Hicks, now in his ninetieth year,

is still in charge.

It is sad to have to record that those two other

old veterans, the Harmsworth brothers, ‘Uncle’
(Fred) and ‘Willum’, died within a few days of
each other last November, at the ages of eightyseven and eighty-three respectively. “Willum’, who
had made many of the lock-gates on the canal,

had done no work since the end of last summer,

but ‘Uncle’, who was also an excellent carpenter,

was working up to the day of his death. Indeed

he was going out to attend to a weir when he

died.

The two brothers had often appeared in

television programmes about the canal, and both

held Masters’ Certificates to handle barges in the

London River. Your correspondent well remembers helping to take a houseboat from Arthur's
Bridge at Woking toSt. John's Lye two years ago,

when ‘Willum’ took the helm while the boat was
bowhauled along.

He was still then very active,

climbing over the lock-gates and round the boat.
Besides the boating station at Crookham, as
some will know, boats can also be hired on the

16 mile summit pound at Reading Road Bridge.

Fleet, and on the 51 mile pound below Ash Lock

by those present topped £800.

from the Boat House at Ash Vale.

on with the Services and other authorities, and
of course volunteers will be welcome. Working
parties are already taking place. Future dates are

Anyone passing over Sheerwater Bridge recently
may have wondered about the purpose of the
baulks of timbers in the canal just above No. 5
Lock. Two of the houseboats at New Haw have
recently required repairs, and these have been
carried out very successfully by the canal carpenter with the pound empty and the boats resting

Negotiations for labour and equipment are going

June 13th, 14th, 27th and 28th meeting at Bear
Wharf, Reading, at 10 a.m. and portable equipment

such as spades, shovels etc., would be welcomed.

Contact Mr. J. R. H. Legh, The Crossways, Shurlock Row, Nr. Twyford, Berks.

on these timbers.

In general water levels recently have been kept
well up, thanks to the heavy rainfall. A lot of
water comes into the canal from surface water
drains, and this makes regulation of the water

Heybridge Basin Lock on the Chelmer & Black-

water

Navigation

has

been

enlarged

to

take

coasters. This obviates the necessity for transhipment.

levels a tricky matter at times.

The next Working Party will be held on Sunday,
14th June, starting as usual at 10.30 a.m., but
meeting this time at Arthur’s Bridge, Woking, and

moving east down the canal. Because of the Stratford Rally and holidays generally it is not intended
to hold organized working parties in July and
August.

Plans are on foot for a number of horse-drawn

boat trips during the summer on various parts of
the canal, including Woking.

Lee

The

&

Stort

Development

Committee

announce that they are preparing a publicity book-

let on the waterway. This will include sections
on history, layout, navigation (with map) and
angling.

THE DUDLEY TUNNEL APPEAL
LOCAL interest in Dudley Tunnel is so great

that at almost every weekend since September

organized parties have visited it by narrow boat.

Visitors have also come from as far as Chesterfield, Coventry and Oxford. During these months

timetable: — Noon Saturday, July 4th Brentford.
Sunday, July 5th, Uxbridge, Rickmansworth, Watford to Cowroast. If you can find Arcturus, you

almost two thousand people have been through
the Tunnel. This number is likely to increase
rapidly when Summer brings warmer weather.
Yet plans have been prepared by British Railways and accepted by British Waterways to prevent
navigation through the Tunnel. An unsafe railway
bridge at the northern entrance is to be replaced
by an embankment which will effectively block

waiting around.

ern end of the Tunnel are derelict, access to the

A coach company is running a special day trip
to Stratford-on-Avon on July 12th, the Sunday
of the National Rally. This might be a good way
for members living in and near London to get

short, an important historical monument will have

NEWS FLASHES
Arcturus will be travelling to the Stratford Rally

via the Grand Union, and members and friends
will be welcome for a day’s trip.

Approximate

will be welcomed aboard, but there will be no

a look at the Rally.

There is a wide range of

pick-up points, and the fare is 15/-. For further
information phone Timpsons, Hither Green 4646.

the Tunnel entrance. Since the locks at the south-

Tunnel by boat will therefore be impossible. In

been destroyed and the people of the West Midlands will have been deprived of a unique opportunity for recreation and instruction.
This can be avoided if the present Tunnel is

extended a few yards through the bank of the

proposed railway embankment, The estimated cost

BY CANAL NARROW BOAT

ARCTURUS

Public Trips
Saturdays

2.0, 3.30, 5.0 &

7.0 - 10.15 p.m.

Sundays ②.①⑤ - ⑤.0 &
⑤.③0 & ⑦.0 p.m.

May 23-June 28 & July 25-September 27

Private Hire
Available for Schools, etc.

Mondays to Fridays
by prior arrangement
N.B. July 3-19: Stratford on Avon

BRYAN NICOLL
Guildford Wharf, Friary Street
GUILDFORD

CLASSIFIED

of this would be some £5,000. If this money can

be raised the Tunnel wil be preserved for posterity.

“The Thames Welcomes You” ... By Peter H.

Chaplin. 4/- post paid from the Hon. Secretary,
David Harman, 3b Drayton Road, Tonbridge, Kent.
An ideal introduction to the Thames written by an
acknowledged authority and |.W.A. Member.

The Dudley Canal Tunnel Preservation Society

has been formed to raise the money and to maintain and develop the Tunnel for the benefit of the
people of the Midlands and all interested in the
architecture of the early Industrial Revolution. It
is supported by the Midlands Branch, The Staffs.

Crew Wanted, for cruiser leaving London area for
Stratford (via Thames-Oxford Canal) on June27th.
Write Box 107 c/o The Editor, “ The Windlass,”

& Worcs. Canal Society, The Coventry Canal
Society, the West Midlands District of the Workers’

address on page 3.

Educational Association, the Stourbridge Historical

and Archeological Society, the Staffordshire Local

RIPARIAN OWNER SERVICE
Landing Stages, Bank Protection

History Council, the Bilston Historical and Archeological Society and other historical and educational
bodies. A public appeal will be directed to local
firms and individuals and to the national institutions devoted to this work. All donations will be

Mobile equipment available Thames and
Inland Waterways. Fittings for D.LY.

acknowledged in the press.

river frontage, consult . . .

construction. Surveys undertaken. Plans
prepared. From a Willow tree to a complete

T. HARRISON CHAPLIN LTD.

Cheques etc. should be made payable to the

Dudley Canal Tunnel Preservation Society and sent
to the President : —

Meadhurst Park Nursery

Est. 1907

Dr. JOHN M. FLETCHER, M.A., D.Phil. (Oxon)
98 Bescot Road, Walsall, Staffs. Telephone 27989.

Sunbury-on-Thames

Telephone : 3371

Illustrated brochure on request

Just Published

THE RIVER WEY NAVIGATION
Weybridge to Godalming
A HANDBOOK containing detailed information on all aspects of the river
with maps.

This informative booklet, the only one on the River Wey, has

been compiled and published by the London and Home Counties
Branch, IW.A.
Price 3/6d. (4/- post free) from Branch Secretary,
3b DRAYTON ROAD, TONBRIDGE, KENT.

PLEASE ORDER YOUR COPY NOW AND SUPPORT A BRANCH EFFORT
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AYLESBURY

CRUISERS

Ample headroom—fortall folk!
Your pets can come—for family peace of mind!
Life jackets—for the l'ttle ones!

Electric light—for evenings and tunnels!
Shaver point—for the “ Skipper ”!

Built-in Radios—for the weather forecast!

Unspoilt countryside—for viewing!
Refrigerators—for ice cold drinks, etc.!

Your holiday is safe—for young and elderly!

up!
Constant hot and cold water—for washing
Reading lights—for finishing that last chapter!
Unique extra, Television—for a wet evening!
Individual attention—for all needs!
Showers (H. & C.)—for personal freshness!
Easy handling—for everyone!

Reliable gas cooker—for the galley slave!
Service—for all of you, from all of us at—

THE AYLESBURY CRUISER COMPANY, LIMITED
Tel. Aylesbury 2601
3 THE CANAL BASIN, AYLESBURY, BUCKS.

RAILWAYS FROM CANALS
by J. D. CRANFIELD
No. 12 THE HEREFORD AND GLOUCESTER CANAL
stop this a dam was started across the river but
ALTHOUGH this canal was another product of
removedin 1800 due to opposition and an indictthe canal Mania, it originated long before that
ment in 1799. The canal across the island was
period. The main reason for the waterway was

then closed, and boats worked to Gloucester by
way of the Lower and Upper Partings. It was on
this section that Carne’s mechanical excavator was
at work during 1793.

to provide more reliable transport to Hereford
than that up the almost unimproved River Wye.
Its inception was first mooted at Ledbury on 27th

December, 1774. Three years later Robert Whit-

The canal fared much as others at the time,

worth reported on ways of connecting Hereford
by water to the Severn, including a canal via Led-

with slow payment by shareholders. However in
1794 Oxenhall tunnel was started, using machinery
from the completed Sapperton Tunnel. Some work

bury. The idea was revived in 1789, with a survey

made by Richard Hall on a line from The Haw,
above Gloucester, to Hereford via Tirley, Corse,
Staunton, Redmarley d’Abitot, Dymock, Ashperton, Yarkhill, Lugwardine and Tupsley.
In March 1790 it was decided to seek a Bill.
Josiah Clowes was to be engineer and the next
month reported on a line via Ledbury. It was

was also done on Walsopthorne tunnel. In April
the company decided to go in for coal-mining;
two years later leasing the collieries to Richard

Perkins. A branch canal was built to serve them,

but neither branch nor collieries had a very long

life.
Part of the canal was open by July 1794, and
by the end of the year £44,297 had been spent.

to be a narrow canal for 35 ton boats of 70"

x 8 x 3’ 6”. The total cost was to be £70,000.

10 months later the canal was opened to Newent,
where a wharf was built, and Oxenhall. Trade

Trade was to be 17,200 tonsto and from Hereford,

yielding £6,500/ year, and 16,000 tons to and from
Ledbury, yielding £3,000.

was not forthcoming so the company put on its
own boats to run a regular service, and engage

This would be made

up of coal upwards and farm produce down. Also
the Newent collieries were to be reopened.

in the coal trade.

In 1795 Clowes died and his teacher, Whitworth,
took over. By November £75,000 had been spent
and the following year saw much trouble with
Oxenhall tunnel due to water. Two years later
the canal had taken £101,397, about £28,000 going
on the tunnel. It was reckoned in 1796 that the
company needed another £70,000 to complete their
works. The whole capital was soon used up and

A committee was formed in January 1791 and
a call made on the shares. As more coal veins

had been discovered at Newent, the Act was sought
with more conviction. Opposition was little, it

being

generally

conceded

that more

transport

facilities were needed. The Act was obtained in

April 1791. The line was to follow the River
Leadon to Ledbury, then via Canon Frome and
Withington to Hereford; one branch to Newent
, was included. - It was projected to cross the Western

on 30th March, 1798 the navigation was opened

to Ledbury. This section was 18 miles long with

13 locks. Some idea of the difficulties may be seen

branch of the Severn at Alney Island and join

in Bradshaw's figures of a rise of ⑬③ and in-

the Eastern channel. Total length of the navigation
was to be 38% miles, including the branch's 3

cluding Oxenhall tunnel’s length of 1 mile 14
furlongs. Another of the company’s difficulties was
the engagement of labour, resulting in an agree-

miles. Capital authorized was £75,000 with power
to raise another £30,000.

Cost cutting was para-

ment with the Gloucester & Berkeley Canal not

mount from the start. Much dithering then occurred although the capital had been raised by August
1791. A re-survey was carried out by Hugh Henshall, who suggested deepening to 44’, and that

to attract each others workmen.
In 1800 gross receipts were £500 for the first

four months, the collieries were about worked out
and, as the canal had not yet reached the River

the branch should be used for the main line and

Frome, its water supply was very bad. No-one
wanted to take any responsibility, and for 12 years
nothing was done. The canal was run by the
superintendent; obviously well, for by 1812 there
was £1,200 in the bank. Receipts had increased
from £453 in 1804 to £1,061 in 1812. Even then
little was put into effect. Ralph Walker was called
in to advise on water supply, with the result that
the storage capacity of the top pound was in-

extended through a tunnel at Oxenhall to Dymock,

on the older line. In 1793 the deviation was
authorized.
Work now started in earnest on the line to

Newent and preparations begun at Oxenhall and
Walsopthorne tunnels. The viaduct at Over, on
the Severn, was also started, but soon dropped
due to opposition from land-owners afraid of
flooding. The result was a level crossing. This led

to silting of the canal across Alney Island.

creased. A proper wharf was also built at Led-

To
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(Continued on page 14)

ALLINGTON MARINA LTD.
ALLINGTON, MAIDSTONE, KENT
Tel. Maidstone 2057

ALL FACILITIES FOR BOATS

LAUNCHING RAMP FOR TRAILED CRAFT.
RIVERSIDE WATER AND FUEL PUMPS.
CAR AND TRAILER PARK. MOORINGS.
ELECTRICITY. CALOR GAS. CHANDLERY.
BROKERAGE.
SALVAGE.
INSURANCE.
REPAIRS.
TOWING.

AGENTS FOR — Falcraft, Littleship Paints, Esso, Evinrude, Newage/B.M.C., etc.

Associated with Medway Cabin Cruisers, Luxury Hire Craft.

belle Holiday Boat Co.
*

2-8 BERTH CANAL AND RIVER HIRE CRUISERS
Fully equipped with most comprehensive inventories,

cookers, refrigerators, water heaters, electric water
systems, flush toilets, showers, One-Way cruises, etc.,

*

FULL BOATYARD FACILITIES INCLUDING
Repair Boatshed.
Large Float-In Slipway

Moorings, Petrol and Diesel fuel, Oils and Calor Gas

REPAIRS AND CONVERSIONS
Winter Storage ashore also undertaken
For fully illustrated brochure of hire fleet, please send two 3d. stamps to :—
“belle” Holiday Boat Co. (Dept. H.C.B.), Willowbridge,
*

Stoke Road, Bletchley, Bucks.

Telephone : Bletchley 2193.
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bury, a mile south of the town. After this things
lapsed again until 1827 when Stephen Ballard was

£50,000 could be raised by mortgage. In December

Berkeley Canal was open and trade was improving.
In 1828 a new committee was appointed, new by-

£65,738. A good water supply was now available,
and Walsopthorne tunnel was shortened by 40
yards. Also at this time regular fly-boats started
a service. On 26th February, 1844 a further 44

appointed clerk.

By this time the Gloucester &

laws made and new tolls drawn up, based on coal

at 2d./ton/mile. The Ledbury basin was enlarged

and a feeder built from the River Leadon. Ballard
was asked in May to report on an extension to

the end of the proposed summit level at Monkside,

or to Hereford.

His estimate for extension to

Hereford was £52,960 with receipts of £4,750/ year.
He proposed to have cuttings instead of tunnels

at Walsopthorne and Aylestone Hill. Then he
toured northern canals and also the Liverpool &
Manchester Railway.

It was later said that the

extension was built with the idea of conversion
to railway. It never was.

It was agreed to go ahead with the money avail-

able, and work began in 1830 by buying land, and
building a lock at Ledbury. In 1834 it was decided

to borrow £15,000 to extend the canal to Walsop-

thorne and cut a heading through the hill to get

at the Frome water. Nothing could be done until
an Act was obtained to vary the Parliamentary

line. Other plans included one for a railway, and
another for shortening the line to join the River
Wye at Rotherwas.

In May 1839 an Act was

obtained authorizing £45,000 in shares, at 71%
Preference, 49, during construction. A further

work began again and by October 1842 the canal
was opened 74 miles to Canon Frome, costing

miles were opened to Withington, and by October

regular twice-weekly boats were run from Bruerne.

The final stretch was opened оп 2155 Мау, 1845.
The extensions had cost £141,436 and the whole

34 miles £248,000—£149,000 in shares, £78,000 in
mortgage and loan notes, the rest from income.

By the time the canal was fully opened the Rail-

way Age was already in being and the industrial
revolution was in full swing. A purely agricultural
waterway would be hard put to it, and this was
the case.

Well before the canal was finished railways had
entered the area. The Hereford Railway, authori-

zed in 1826, and opened in 1830, was a 124 mile
plateway from Monmouth Cap to Hereford. In
1846, with its associated lines to the west, it be-

came part of the Newport, Abergavenny & Here-

ford Railway, and was converted to railway by

that company. This old system was connected to

the Monmouth group of canals and railways, and

was in a good position to be able to compete for
the coal trade, one of the mainstays of the Here(To be continued)
ford & Gloucester Canal.

Canal Pleasurecraft (swurport)Tel.:Ltd.
2970

STOURPORT-ON-SEVERN, Worcs.

FIRST TO DESIGN AND BUILD MOTOR CRUISERS
ESPECIALLY FOR USE ON THE WHOLE OF THE
CANAL AND RIVER NETWORK
2 10 6 berth fully equipped and comfortable motor cruisers for
hire on the canals and rivers Severn and Avon

オ オキ オ オ ル キ キ + + +

Latest types include these unique special features :-

CLOSED-CIRCUIT KEEL COOLING
HOT WATER TO ALL CABINS
LARGE FULLY OPENING WINDOWS
GAS COOKING WITH OVEN AND GRILL
PYE TRANSISTOR BUILT-IN RADIO
ELECTRIC SHAVING POINT
LARGE REFRIGERATOR
FORMICA SURFACES

ELECTRIC LIGHTS
WIPE-CLEAN LYONIDE DUNLOPILLO CUSHIONS

ILLUSTRATED

BROCHURE ON

Please mention The Windlass when replying to advertisements.

REQUEST

SAINT LINE CRUISERS
88-94 RUE DE SAINT DENIS - LA COURNEUVE - SEINE - FRANCE

え キ オ *» * *

4 & 6 Berth Luxury Cruisers for Hire
on the French Rivers and Canals
Continuous Hot and Cold Water
Navigation Charts
Flush Toilets

Transistor Radios
Hot Showers

Economical Diesel Engines

WHY NOT COMBINE A CONTINENTAL HOLIDAY WITH A HOLIDAY
WRITE NOW FOR 56 PAGE COLOUR BROCHURE
AFLOAT ?

For cruising or
angling on Britain's
Waterways, you
need one of the
WATERWAYS
SERIES
No other guides contain so

much

information at such a

reasonable price : large scale
maps,

and

directories,

a

thousand and one items of
information in THE BROADS
BOOK, THE THAMES BOOK, and THE
5

FENS

extra)

pocket

Waterways

guides

and

a

to

all

special

THE WATERsection devoted to holidays afloat inguide
to angling

EACH
(Postage
9d.

BOOK;

Britain's

/-

WAYS ANNUAL; and an extensive

in Britain and Ireland in THE ANGLER'S BOOK.
Order now from :

Li
nr

GEORGE GODWIN LIMITED

Builder House, Catherine Street. Aldwych,
London, W.C.2.
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The Aylesbury Boat Company Limited

Company

THE

BOAT

BASIN

AYLESBURY

・

-

BUCKS

Telephone: Aylesbury 2209
“All boats lying Aylesbury unless otherwise stated.”
2 BERTH CRUISERS

4 BERTH CRUISERS

② bth fwd cockpit Dolphin with trailer, trakmark decks, perspex sink, gas cooker, toilet.
£295
e
SS
DAA
(F263)

4 bth aft cockpit 24ft by 6ft 10ins Burnham, two
cabins, sep toilet compt, elec light, gas cooker, stainless steel sink, refrigerator, 4 deck vents, just repainted, little used since new 1962. 15 HP Gall

2 bth aft cockpit 18ft Dolphin with trailer and

JEThalisdE

controls, wrap round windscreen, fwd

new

18 HP Evinrude.

Remote
BWP trakmark
Teleflex steering, hatch,
#425

...

(F257)

cabin top and side decks.

2 bth 20ft aft cockpit double bth with seagull outplanked

board,

large aft

in cedar,

cover,

cockpit

Jusé repeinted “fully Пенна ind ready. Tor immediate
£250
APIS,
A A
R

⑧

2bth 17ft aft cockpit ply cruiser with 40 HP Bermuda

outboard £150 extra, complete with trailer, dunlopillo matresses, calor gas cooker, folding table.
£300
.”
UE
=
(F266)

fitted

galley,

16ft sal

5

»,

with

18

HP

Electric

start

outboard,

elegant lines, two full length WE strakes, folding

formica working

windscreen, and cockpit cover,

SNET300

surfaces, fewo, sepicabinsjivetyl smart. S(E236)
⑧

2/4 bth aft cockpit 25ft by 7ft steel hull wood
cabin top, BMC Vedette, luxuriously appointed, used
hours since new,

coast and canals, engine only 60
flush

toilet,

very

cover, dog house.

large aft cockpit with substantial

ー £1250

(F235)

4 bth aft cockpit 22ft by 7ft 6ins fibreglass cruiser,
18 HP electric start Evinrude with adda rudder, cock-

pit cover, 4 full length berths with 4ins vynide

(232)

70ft Converted motor Narrow Boat, twin National
diesel, sound conversion, pressurised water system,
fully

1963,

covered

NARROW BOATS

e

4 bth aft cockpit 24ft by 6ft 10ins Banbury cruiser,

dunlopillo

mattresses,
E

6ft

headroom.

2895

i 8 HP Stuart
4 bth centre cockpiti 26ft by 6ft 10ins,
twin

inboard

engine,

broads

type

folding

cockpit

doubleAdeПе пе Но

cover, 25 gall water tank, trakmark decks and cabin

52ft shortened unconverted Butty boat, elm bottom,
oak sides, stern altered to take engine with counter
ets, ex Clayton tar boat. Lying Midlands.
£250
;
EE
VIRE
SR
(F254)

4 bth aft and centre cockpit 24ft by 7ft, 8 HP
Stuart twin inboard engine, substantially built for
inland waterways, hull cuprinoled, two wardrobes,
numerous cupboards, gas cooker two burners and oven,
.. £1200
full headroom, flush toilet. (F133)

41ft new steel hull on narrow boat lines ready to
fit out, semi steel bulkheads, built-in fresh Water

by 6ft 10i
River
Queen canal
a ath "18 HE Evinrades ia 12v

não

compt, luxuriously fitted out, cost over £2000 new,

Win

boatman’s cabin.

Lying Midlands

(F258)

£1500

and fuel tanks, Captain BMC diesel £985 incl stern

ondon.

steering,

cockpit

eme

flooring

extra

me eee

Lying

ÉTIGO

70ft unconverted motor narrow boat, all steel, no
engine, stern gear and prop included, boatman’s
cabin. (F267)
at
pee
£300

JOR “as
(F268)

above But
rec

with. Natioral
Ii
be

“diesel.
sary

70ft almost new all steel butty in excellent condition,
cost over £3,000 in 1958, ideal for conversion.
E000
EE
SEU
Sar

⑮ i ine! patie Rm spotlight” cre

battery, centre cockpit and folding cover, toilet sep

refit by builders including complete exterior repaint
just completed, well worth viewing. (F272) £1500
6 bth aft cockpit 38ft by 6ft 10ins by Davison Bros
1963, 8 HP twin Lister diesel, planked bottom and
sides to 6ins above water line, tiller steering, hot
and cold water system B8ft aft cockpit, well worth

viewing, in commission. Lying Staffs (F259)

£2600

6 bth aft cockpit 30ft by 6ft 8ins narrow boats,
hull new 1961 on traditional lines, 12 HP Lister
three cylinder diesel, over ft headroom, fwd hatch,
opening windows, very robust, 4 rubbing strakes,
.. £1200
...
44 gall fresh water. (F239)

“ We would appreciate details of any river, canal cruisers or narrow boats which

are being offered for sale.

The craft advertised are only part of our selection.

Please

write for our free brokeragelist and free yacht manual or call to inspect our floating

display.”

or

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
(Mondays by appointment)

Please mention The Windlass when replying to advertisements.
Printed by Foundry Press Ltd., Brereton Printing Works, Bedford, and Published by
THE LONDON AND HOME COUNTIES BRANCH OF THE I.W.A. LTD.
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