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Several exciting new cruisers are being added to our Thames Fleet and
Canal Fleets for the 1964 Season.

Over 100 craft cruising on the Upper Thames, Oxford, Grand Union,

Worcester & Birmingham, Shropshire
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Gas cookers with ovens.

“Kepcold” cold boxes. Running hot water systems.

Full Details in our NEW 100-PAGE COLOUR ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE

.
Canal Pleasurecraft (stourportTel.:Ltd
2970
STOURPORT-ON-SEVERN, Worcs.

FIRST TO DESIGN AND BUILD MOTOR CRUISERS
ESPECIALLY FOR USE ON THE WHOLE OF THE
CANAL AND RIVER NETWORK

2 to 6 berth fully equipped and comfortable motor cruisers for

hire on the canals and rivers Severn and Avon
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atest types include these unique special features :—
CLOSED-CIRCUIT KEEL COOLING
HOT WATER TO ALL CABINS
LARGE FULLY OPENING WINDOWS
GAS COOKING WITH OVEN AND GRILL
PYE TRANSISTOR BUILT-IN RADIO

ELECTRIC SHAVING POINT
LARGE REFRIGERATOR
FORMICA SURFACES
ELECTRIC LIGHTS
WIPE-CLEAN LYONIDE DUNLOPILLO CUSHIONS

ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE
Please mention The Windlass when replying to advertisements.
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THE STIRRING JANUARY MEETING
THE cinema of A.E.I House, S.W.1, was packed

beyond capacity on January 23rd, for the
most important Branch Meeting to be held for
some time.

Secondly,

way.

‘They’ are now aware that

pleasure boating matters (for which the LW.A.

was often ridiculed in the past). The frightening
congestion of our roads, made it imperative that

Mr. John Smith, Chairman of the General Pur-

the waterways should remain open, for boatmen

He first wel-

For 3 m.
now agreed that Angling mattered.
people, this sport and relaxation was a vital fac-

poses

Committee

of the

National

kindly agreed to take the Chair.

Trust,

had

comed Mr. George Strauss, M.P., Shadow Minister

of Transport, hoping that he would hear the
Mr. Smith
Association's Case with sympathy.

then came to introduce the two main speakers,
David Hutchings and Robert Aickman. Rarely
had he known such complete opposites: Mr.
Hutchings achieved miracles through chaotic or-

and others to benefit from their amenities.
tor

in the modern

world.

It was

Thirdly, we had

achieved successes by the strength of our agita-

tion. “‘They’ are frightened of us.”
Mr. Aickman showed how one LW.A. inspired

scheme had been an outstanding change for the

good.

The

‘Bowes’

Committee

reported

in

ganisation (one only had to visit the apparently

favour of Annual Licensing of narrow boats in

realise that!), while Mr. Aickman's tenacious tac-

British Waterways Board in 1963, that Licensing
was finally introduced. As a result of that Licensing, Willow Wren Canal Transport Services
are making a surplus of £1,000 per month on

devastated towpaths of the Stratford Canal, to
tics suggested a cross between Odysseus and Mrs.
Pankhurst, with a dash of Dean Swift!
Mr. Aickman spoke first on the Current Situ-

ation.

white

In spite of a weary succession of reports,

papers,

and

committees

on

canals,

the

Association had indeed made progress since its

early days. He went on to demonstrate how the
LW.A. had achieved its successes. Firstly, by its
policy of fighting all closures, and refusing to
accept, for example, restoration of the Kennet

and Avon Canal, in exchange for the loss of some

other waterway; and by the concrete proof that it
is cheaper to maintain a canal than to shut it, as

with the Stratford Canal.

There was no better

use for a waterway, than to operate it as a water-

1956.

But it was not until the advent of the

operations. Business men are pouring capital into
canal carrying. The Willow Wren fleet had ex-

panded from about a dozen to 28 pairs actually
operating, and this figure was steadily rising as

boatmen came back to the Cut. The boatmen
themselves were taking more money than ever

before in the history of the canals.
Mr. Aickman described the recent shocking
‘ pile-ups” on the M1 Motorway as “a machine
out of control by Man.” The LW.A. was ap-

parently one of the few Associations aware of
the problem, and when its aims came to fruition,

a real part of the road problem would be solved.
We were bound to win after 17 years, as history

was on our side. One only had to look at Continental waterways to appreciate how backward

Britain really was.

Yet, in the latest House of

Commons Hansard, in answer to an Opposition

Member's question: “ How much money is being

set aside for roads needed after the Beeching railway closures?”, the Secretary of State for Scotland
said: “As I expect the Hon, Member knows,

cases are being dealt with one by one, and not
as a central enterprise.”

Mr. Aickman concluded with: “If you allow

any single closure, they will eventually close them

all. We must remain united on that and we will
win.”
Mr. George Strauss spoke briefly in reply to

Robert Aickman, saying that he had come to listen
and to learn, not to address the audience. However, he had always taken a great interest in inland waterways, where, in his opinion, the future

lay not so much in transport as in pleasure boating and amenity. He agreed entirely with Mr.
Aickman’s remarks about the present situation,
and continued: “ Should I become Minister of

Transport of the next General Election, you shall

broadly have my full support.

I hope that you

will continue with your activities as a pressure

group, for if you want something to be done, you
must make the biggest nuisance you possibly can.
This the IW.A. has successfully done, yet its
objectives have always had complete responsibil-

ity.

I will be delighted to personally carry out

those objectives and ideals, should I come to be

in a position to do so.”

No member present can have failed to appreciate
the importance of Mr. Strauss’s promises. We

must patiently wait for him to fulfil them.
Mr. John Smith now turned to what was undoubtedly the entertainment of the evening. No

one had ever joined the I.W.A. in the hope of
social or financial gain. Of this, David Hutchings
was a prime example. Work on the restoration of
the Stratford Canal had been done with the

shillings and muscles of a multitude. An estimated five years’ work had been almost completed

When the Stratford-on-Avon Canal
in three.
was opened once more in July, there would follow

a party of one week, in order to baffle the weather!
The story of the rehabilitation of the waterway

to Stratford has been told before. Mr. Hutchings
told it again with a sparkling combination of wit

and mischief.

Late in the 1920's a boat arrived

in Stratford with five tons of sugar: all that could

be got over the shallows and the mudbanks. No
more boats tried. With nationalisation of transport, in 1947, the only emerging plan for the
Waterways was the remark: “ My God! Do we
get them as well?”

Eleven years on, and the

ing, dangerous ditch.

An attempt was made to

Stratford Canal remained the samerotting, stink-

abandon the Canal by the combined force of
British Transport Waterways, Warwickshire County Council, Stratford Town Council and the Ministry of Transport. They claimed that under the
1888 Transport Act, they had a right to shut the
canal, as it had not (apparently) been used for
more than three years. Then it was discovered
that some irresponsible clerk had issued a canoe

day ticket for the Canal within the last three
years. Thus the Canal was saved.

“We didn't know what couldn't be done!” is

Mr. Hutchings own assessment of the rebuilding.
He then reeled off an impressivelist, giving some
idea of the magnitude of the task before him.
There were 36 derelict locks; only four out of 74
gates could be used; all 112 paddles were useless;
64 miles of canal leaked; tens of thousands of

trees obstructed the course of the waterway; 134
miles of hedges were out of control, in places 18

feet thick; half a million tons of mud had to be
lost!

Even now there are cynics who say that canal
rebuilding cannot be repeated elsewhere: that the
Stratford is a special example. Indeed it is! With
slides and films Members present saw just how
bad were conditions on the canal when the National Trust moved in: many derelict waterways would
be child’s play to David Hutchings afer what
he’s been through.

Learning as they went, where they installed
one new gate a week in the first year, by the

second year they were measuring, making and

installing four gates in 10 days. Twenty gates
were taken out in two days, and one of the Wilmcote locks was entirely demolished and rebuilt
within two weeks. He told of the real courage

of volunteer gate-fitters, Mr. & Mrs. Brian Knight,

who had learnt in a weekend, a skill which “ They *
said would only comeafter forty years. Through
ice, and snow, through mud and even scorching
sun, never a day had passed in three years, without work continuing on some part of the Canal.
But all said and done, it was the Prisoners who
had saved the job. Lazy, inexperienced, and unskilled, when they arrived on the site, they had

worked wonderfully.

Whenit was discovered that

of 12 Wilmcote locks, 10 would have to be rebuilt, and but for the prisoners, the job could

never have been finished in time.
With explosives and compressors, an assortment
of cranes and draglines, and at times a thick
pall of smoke from burning trees belching over

the quiet fields of Warwickshire, the last three

years have seen unprecendented activity along the

Stratford Canal.

12,000 tons of mud were re-

moved from the basin in Stratford alone, carted
away in fleets of prisoner-manned lorries, nobly
provided free of charge by Messrs. Laing. Now

all that remained was the installation of four lock
gates, the clearance of two bridge holes, and some
(Continued on page 14)
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Coronation

WANTED
Colour transparencies wanted of traditionally
painted narrow boats in canal settings suitable for
post card reproduction. Transparencies must be of
very best quality and definition, preferably not
smaller than 21” square. J. Salmon Ltd., 100 London
Road, Sevenoaks, Kent.

Road,

Lydiate, Lancs.
Mrs. D. Lee, “Morell,” Orchard View,
Cowley, Middx.

FOR SALE

C. B. Chalk, Wynbury, 41 Oakwood

2 Berth Cabin Cruiser, length 17 ft. 6 ins. Complete with new Perkins 18 h.p. outboard engine.

Ave., Purley, Surrey.

M. Lawley, Cariad, Church Ave., Farn-

Miss J. Walters, 97 Pepy Road, New

3700

acknowledged authority and I.W.A. Member.

bourne, Herts.
H. Taylor, c/o Dartford Library, Dartford, Kent.

13304

13279
11608

David Harman, 3b Drayton Road, Tonbridge, Kent.

An ideal introduction to the Thames written by an

B. S. Faulks, 16 Gerrard Road, S.W.13.
“Chippy,” Airworks Ltd, Bassing-

12271

12761

i

“The Thames Welcomes You” ... By Peter H.
Chaplin. 4/- post paid from the Hon. Secretary,

Mrs. Charles, “Pheasants,” Mill End,
Hambledon, Henley, Oxon.

Whiteside,

Hodgson, Willowthorpe, Stanstead Abbots, Herts.

Tel. : Stanstead Abbots 158.

“ ETRURIA И” — Two berth waterways cruiser.

Soundly professionally built to owner's (inspired)
design from finest materials.

electric lighting. 5} h.p. Johnson outboard that’s
more reliable than your watch. Absolutely complete with all gear, ready to cruise to Stratford
Rally and beyond. Seen Weybridge. £475 o.n.o.

Cross Gate, S.E.14.
J. Rand, 6 Durwell Way, Loughton,
Dyer,

16

Southall, Middx.

St.

Immaculate condition.

Large cabin, fibreglass sheathed hull, gas cooker,

minster, S.W.1.

Essex.
C. P.

Net profit was

CLASSIFIED

Johnstone, Willow Cottage,

borough, Hants,
B. Newton, Rosehill Garage, Sutton,
Surrey.
E. J. Treby, 139 Riverway, Loughton,
Essex.
c/o J. C. Street, 52 Moreton Street, West-

1236

£102 18s. 5d.

Timsway, Staines, Middx.

C.

Greenford, Middx.

despatched by December 18th.

E. Smith, 142 Babbacombe Road, Bromley, Kent.

2185

A. G. Budden, 468 Whitton Ave., W.

All the prize-winners were notified and prizes

N.

11630

4070
13786
+

8250

Spurgeon, Hurst Lodge, Bridgewater Road, Wey-

Stephen's Close,

bridge, Surrey.
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Saturdays

Private Hire

20, 3.30, 50 &

Available for Schools, etc.

7.0-10.15 p.m.

Sundays

Mondays to Fridays

2.15-50 &

by prior arrangement

5.30 & 7.0 p.m.

May 23-June 28 & July 25-September 27

N.B. July 3-19: Stratford on Avon

BRYAN NICOLL
Guildford Wharf, Friary Street
GUILDFORD
5

COMING EVENTS
THE KENNET & AVON CANAL TRUST. 2nd

Annual Dinner will be held at Old Red House
Restaurant, Bath, on April 18th. Tickets, 27/6
from

D.

Winchurch, Dormer Cottage, Yanley,

Long Ashton, Bristol.

For those who do not get

the chance to see this end of the waterway, and

for those who can’t see too much, it is hoped there
will be a trip aboard the Charlotte Dundas before
the dinner.

PLEASE BOOK YOUR

THE GODALMING RALLY OF BOATS
A note from the Rally Secretary,
ALL Branch members will by now have received

Notice is hereby given that the Eighth

veals that Whit Sunday, 17th May. is the main
day of the Rally so far as Godalming is con-

16th April,

1964,

at

MEETING.

A.EI

House,

Victoria,

Annual General Meeting of the London & Home
Counties Branch will be convened on the 16th

April, 1964, at the above Place. Members wishing
to nominate themselves for any vacancy on the

Branch Committee should send in a Notice to
the Branch Secretary, this notice having been duly

seconded.

hill Cottage, Yardley Park Road, Tonbridge. Kent.

Bring packed lunch.
SEAT EARLY.

Thursday,

ANNUAL GENERAL
7.30 p.m.

Tickets, price 12/6d. members, 15/- non-members, plus 3/6d. tea from Mr. D. Salmon, Spring-

If a Member would like to put a

copies of the Rally Programme.

This re-

In the afternoon at 2.30 there is to be

cerned.

the Official Reception and Waterborne Inspection
of Craft by the Mayor. The Rally Patron, Sir

Richard Nugent, who is, of course, the Chairman

of the Thames Conservancy. will also be taking

part in this.

During the afternoon there will be

motion to the Committee he should send it into

boat trips and demonstrations of all kinds, in-

Robert Aickman will give an address to the

and rescue equipment:

the Secretary in writing.

It is hoped that Mr.

Meeting. After the Meeting, Mr. Roger Calvert
has been invited to give the Members a talk on

Continental Waterways.

JULY 9th-14th.
ford on Avon.

NATIONAL RALLY at Strat-

Note the date, note the place.

Make this the Rally of the century.

cluding radio-controlled model boats, seamanship
in the evening Morris

Dancing, a film show. fireworks, illuminations and
it is hoped, a band concert.

With the towing-path opposite the Wharf. God-

alming is a very attractive site for a Rally and
it looks as though there will be a good number

of boats present. If you are thinking of bringing
your boat please let the Harbourmaster know in

good time so that the necessary facilities can be

laid on.
BASINGSTOKE CANAL WORKING PARTIES.

Despite cold weather and ice working parties have
continued to be held on the second Sunday in
each month.

The next sessions will be on Sunday 12th April

and Sunday 10th May, in both cases meeting at

Monument Bridge, Woking, at 10.30 a.m.

Although the Rally Brochure asks for entry

forms to be returned to the Harbourmaster by
April ⑪th late entries can be accepted up to
May Ist.

But we do stress that early entries will

make life much easier for the organisers, so please

co-operate in this.
Jf you cannot come by boat for one reason or
another, then why not come some other way and

see what this top end of the River Wey looks

RIVER MEDWAY TRIP, Sunday 7th June. This

year’s popular Medway trip will be on the upper

river, in marked contrast to last year’s tossing
on the estuary.

The boat will leave Maidstone

(Old Palace Gardens, just above the bridge) at

10.45 a.m. sharp and will run up to Tonbridge,
arriving in time for tea. A new feature this year

will be a detour up the old arm of the river to
Yalding Leas and Twyford Bridge. There will

be a lunch-time stop at the Anchor Inn, Yalding.

It is also hoped to penetrate about two miles above

Tonbridge to the top end of Long Reach.

This

will enable members to see the old lock on the
Penshurst Navigation.

like. You will be able to get afloat on a boat
trip. and Claire Johnstone, is putting aside her
editorial pen to provide refreshments, with the aid

of her band of helpers, so you need not go hungry
either.
Help will be needed with manning the LW.A.
Stand

and Side-shows, and volunteers, together

with anyone who is willing to display posters or
car stickers are asked to write to the Rally Secretary at Dover House, Chertsey, Surrey, who will
also be willing to try and supply any additional

general information, and extra copies of the Rally

Programme at 1/6d. each including postage.
T. DODWELL.

A spring scene at Chertsey Lock.

Photograph oy Е. С. Sanders

Beautiful views of the Thames Valley
and surrounding countryside
А quarterly magazine for those who enjoy

PRICE

reading the history of ancient buildings and towns
that border the river. Lavishly illustrated with

2/-

views of the countryside and places of architectural interest, and, of course, of the river itself.

Obtainable from your local booksellers or direct from

THAMES VALLEY COUNTRYSIDE
LETCHWORTH PRINTERS LTD., Norton Way, North Letchworth, Herts.

Tel.: 2301.

South London's Lost Canal
The Story of the Croydon Canal
by E. J. TREBY

{y 1801 Acts of Parliament were passed
for the

the construction of a canal from the
Surrey Canal at Deptford to Croydon and a Grand
drawn railway, the Surrey Iron Railway horse
from
Wandsworth to Croydon. The original propo
sal
was a canal from Wandsworth to Croydon,
the water of the River Wandle but owingtapping
to the
opposition of mill owners on the River,
was dropped. The Iron Railway opened the idea
1805
and the Croydon Canal in 1809. Then a in
country
town of 7,000 inhabitants, Croydon becam
e the
first

town in Britain to be served by comp
eting
forms of transport.
The Croydon Canal, 94 miles long commenced

by the junction with the Grand Surrey Canal in
the Parish of St. Paul, Deptford, ran through
New

Cross, Brockley, Sydenham, Anerly and Penge

Common, crossing a corner of Croydon Comm
and terminating by the main London Road on
West Croydon. From Brockley to Kent House at
the
Canal ran close to the River Ravensbourne. The

Canal which cost £127,000 had 28 locks,
26 of
them
in the first 22 miles to Forest Hill, a rise
of
155 feet, the next 54 miles to Selhurst were
level

and near Croydon were two more locks, makin
g
a total rise of 167 feet from Deptford. Diffic
ulty

was frequently experienced in maintaining
the
water supply in the higher sections.
The Company’s Seal bore the inscription “ The Comp
any
of Proprietors of the Croydon Canal.”
From London,the traffic by rail was principally

coal, whilst from Croydon the two undertaking
s
carried timber, lime, stone and agricultural
pro-

ducts. Although Croydon Canal had introd
uced
traffic to the Grand Surrey Canal and the
adjoining
docks, friction arose between the two
com-

panies, owing to dock traffic interfering with
canal
boats. In the early 19th Century many canal

companies paid handsome dividends but the canal
and railway undertakings to Croydon never
paid
more than 1%.
According to contemporary reports, the canal

was a source of great delight to local people
, especia

lly for boating and fishing and walks along

the towpath amidst the unsurpassable scene
ry in
the vicinity of Forest Hill, Sydenham and
Anerly.

The tea gardens adjacent to the Dartmouth
Arms
Tavern at Forest Hill were a favourite rendezvous
.

From the earliest days, boats could be
hired and

from 1814 the Company sold angling licences
at a

guinea each.

Now that the amenity and recre-

ational values of our waterways are becom
ing

more widely known, the enterprise shown by the
Croydon Canal Company is worthy of recall.
In 1834 a new railway to Croydon was surveyed,

which where possible would use the canal
bed.
Following negotiations between the newly formed

London and Croydon Railway Company and the
Canal Company, the Railway Company purchased

the Canal in July, 1836 The price as fixed by
an
independent jury was £40,250 plus ①/- for nonexistent profits. The Canal closed in Augus
t, 1836.
The Surrey Iron Railway after passing into
the
hands of other railway companies was abando
ned

in 1846. The new railway opened in 1839.
most of its course, it ran slightly to the westFor
of
the old canal but from just south of Anerly

tion to West Croydon the line was laid on Stathe
canal bed. The present West Croydon Station
and carriage sidings occupy the site of the old
canal basin. Where the canal had climbed by 26

locks, the railway ran through deep cutting
s at

New Cross and Forest Hill, the construction
of
which necessitated the removal of 650,00
0 and

590,000 respectively cubic yards of earth.
The quaintly phrased Act which compelled the

London & Croydon Railway to purchase the canal
merits reproduction:—

“Whereas by virtue of an Act passed in the
forty-first year of the reign of His Majesty George

the Third for making and maintaining a navigable

canal from or from near the town of Croydon in
the County of Surrey into the Grand Surrey Canal
in the parish of St. Paul, Deptford in the County

of Surrey certain parties ... the ... Proprietors
of the Croydon Canal and whereas the Line of
Railway is laid down over or upon the principal
part of the said Canal rendering the said Canal
entirely useless and unprofitable, be it enacted that

the said Company are herby acquired to purchase
and take from the said Canal Company the whole
of the remaining site of the said Canal.”
Albeit unprofitable, the canal was not rendered

entirely useless, for the newly formed railwa
y

company realized that anglers would be a useful

source of revenue as shown by an announcement
in Robinsons Railway Directory for September
1840 thus “ Marquees are erected in the Wood,

close to the Anerly Station and parties using the
railway will be permitted to angle in the adjacent

canal which abounds in fish.”

Traces of the old canal remain.

Atthe junctio

n
with the Grand Surrey Canal at Deptford, a short
length of the Croydon Canal and an adjacent
basin still used commercially are intact.

As late

as the 1920's two houses of primitive construction,

being

original

lock

keepers

houses,

stood

in

Shardloes Road, Brockley. Further south in Betts
Park, Anerly, a stretch of the canal remains and
is now an attractive tree lined length of orna-

water originally a canal dock remained until the

mental water with fountains down the centre. The

largest surviving fragment of the original Canal
Company’s property is South Norwood Lake set
amidst picturesque surroundings. Originally one
of the feeding reservoirs of the canal, it is now
a favourite haunt of fishermen thus recalling the
attractions which the canal had for anglers in the
early days.

present century but disappeared upon rebuilding
of the premises. A bridge once known as “ Brick
Bridge,” situated just north of West Croydon

alongside the railway near West Croydon Station
follows the course of the original fowpath, In

Archivist, British Railways Board, for his assist-

Station is the original one which spanned the

canal. Now situated at a busy road junction, the
bridge has been widened but the parapet on the
Station side is the original one.

In conclusion, the Author wishes to thank the -

At Croydon little remains, although the path

ance and the Editor of “The Kentish Mercury

for permission to reproduce the article.

the grounds of an adjacent flour mill, a piece of

RIPARIAN OWNER SERVICE
Landing Stages, Bank Protection

THE WILLOW WREN CANAL
TRANSPORT SERVICES LTD.

Mobile equipment available Thames and

Inland

Largest independent traders on the waterways between London and the Midlands,

Waterways.

Fittings

for

D.LY.

also offer facilities for pleasure boat owners:
Docking, Engine Installations, Conversions,

construction. Surveys undertaken. Plans
prepared. From a Willow tree to a complete
river frontage, consult . .

traditionally painted canal ware

Meadhurst Park Nursery

Electrical Work

—

T. HARRISON CHAPLIN LTD.

also suppliers of

Yard: BRAUNSTON, NORTHANTS
Main Office: DURHAM WHARF, BRENTFORD, MIDDX. — Tel.: ISLeworth 7282

Sunbury-on-Thames

Est. 1907

Telephone : 3371

Illustrated brochure on request

ALLINGTON MARINA LTD.
ALLINGTON, MAIDSTONE, KENT
Tel. Maidstone 2057

ALL FACILITIES FOR BOATS

LAUNCHING RAMP FOR TRAILED CRAFT.
RIVERSIDE WATER AND FUEL PUMPS.
CAR AND TRAILER PARK. MOORINGS.
ELECTRICITY. CALOR GAS. CHANDLERY.
BROKERAGE.
SALVAGE.
INSURANCE.
REPAIRS.
TOWING.

AGENTS FOR — Falcraft, Littleship Paints,Esso, Evinrude, Newage/B.M.C., etc.

Associated with Medway Cabin Cruisers, Luxury Hire Craft.
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PUB CRAWLING ON THE THAMES
By MICHAEL APLIN
PART 3

LEAVING the Goring Gap astern, and with
it,

This is a typical friendly, unspoilt village pub,

as the wind gently ruffles the willows, the
through Cleeve Lock to find shortly afterwards

and the walk to it through the length of the garden makes the visit somewhat unusual. Back on

memories of Rat, Mole and Toad, you soon
pass

the main stream once again and
Lock, the deepest on the river,
Abingdon which I think is one
of the Thames towns, and has

a pleasant enough pub called The Leather Bottle,

but if you wish to proceed a little further then
go on to the Beetle and Wedge at Moulsford.

through Culham
you soon reach
of the loveliest
a coaching inn

This is a very attractive inn serving good
food

called The Crown and Thistle which rivals that

tached which serves almost everything each
day
of the week. With food lockers replen
ished,
thirsts and appetites satisfied, there then follows

passing glorious Nuneham Park and eventually
reaching Sandford Lock beside which stands the
King’s Arms which is a most popular spot.
Never have I yet been able to understand how
it is that Oxford, a City of learning, culture and

as well as beer, and has an admirable shop
at-

at Dorchester.

a pretty run to the very old town of Wallingford,

where the outstanding inn is the George
, this

being yet another of the many coaching inns that
by Oxford crews whilst training for the Boat Race.
After Wallingford I would recommend The
Bridge at Shillingford, which though an
hotel
more than a pub, is, with its childrens’ swimm
ing
pool, fine position and excellent moorings a place
well

fine architecture, has managed to ignore its river
so completely, using its banks to provide a home
for its railway goods yards and what have long

abound in the Thames valley, and is patron
ised

been derelict warehouses. Frankly I find Oxford’s
river depressing in the extreme, while Osney

Lock with its forlorn appearance, marked absence

worth stopping at. especially if a meal is
`
on the agenda.
Having collected the childre

n
from the pool, your crews from the bar
or the

Oxford College Barge which for many years has
done duty on dry-land as a tea room, do,
your draught and headroom permit go up if
the
Thame to Dorchester. This lovely, unspoilt town
x were once crowned, is remarkable for its

— moorings are almost non-existent, and unless

you can find room at the small jetty it is really
a matter of continuing to the Trout at Godstow.

From the Abbey visit The

nearby, which has possibly the
coaching yard on the Thames, which in finest
itself

This is a totally different pub to that at Binsey,
and has recently been modernised at great expense

justifies a visit to this old and charming town.

and with a certain taste, for it still retains its

Back on the Thames there is a lovely run to
that

original appearance and charm.

most attractive and delightful village, Clifton

The Thames above Oxford has a peculiar ap-

Hampden. With its unique church standing above

peal quite unlike that on any lower stretch of the
river, and as it winds and twists through this

the river, and those glorious thatched cottage
make this a village one must not pass, especi s
ally
as there is a magnificent and very old pub called

most green and pleasant land there appear a few
pubs which more than make up in quality for
what they may lack in quantity. However the

the Barley Mow, famed forits crutch construction
and the fact that Jerome K. Jerome is reputed to

first one to be reached, the Chequers at Bablock
Hythe is far from typical of the pubs on the
upper reaches, but it is worth a beer to sit and

have written his river classic there, and
indeed
described it as “the quaintest, most old-wo
rld

inn up the river,”

remember,

after

A beer here is a pleasure to

which

you

could

worse than to linger on for a meal.

fare

above Osney, where the despondency and gloom

pub with a long garden leading down to the
river and made rather attractive by its unusual
seating arrangements. A word of warning though

Tree of Jesse window of which there are
only
George

of any beauty and lack of mooring facilities is
in keeping with the whole area. Personally I
always try to hurry through to Binsey a mile

that has settled over me is quickly forgotten over
a pint at the Perch. This is an unspoilt country

with its superb Abbey in which the Kings
of
Wesse

three in the country.

Now follows a long run to Oxford,

watch the chain-operated ferry which existed here
in the 13th century and is the only one of its kind

much

Indeed to

on the Thames.

linger and really take one’s time is the essence

Before leaving, summon your

reserves of energy and walk to the nearby village

of a cruise, pub-crawling or otherwise on the

of Stanton Harcourt the effort will be well rewarded for it is a most lovely and unspoilt place
much beloved by Pope and possessing a rather

Thames, there is so much to see and to
enjoy
that to hurry is a sacrilege, besides which
it upsets the pleasure of a well-drawn pint.
Leaving the old-fashioned and peaceful village

over-fenestrated manor in the garden of which

grows that most fabulous and wonderful of plants
— the Passion Flower. Naturally I would not

behind and time permitting, take the weir stream
to Long Wittenham where you will find a little
known and charming pub called The Plough.
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(Continued on page 14)

NEW MEMBERS
WE welcome the undermentioned who, having

joined the Inland Waterways Association
and residing in the Branch area, are automatically

made members of the London and Home Counties

Branch for a year. We sincerely hope that at the
end of the first year they will think it worthwhile to pay the Branch annual subscription of

Ss. in order to continue their Branch membership.

The number of Branch memberships that lapse at
the end of the first year is considerable. We feel

sure that some of these are accidental and result

from the Branch subscription being overlooked.

Please note that this amount should be paid to the
head office.

BRADBURY, Capt. Richard, Brayfield House, Cold Brayfield, Olney, Bucks,
CARPENTER, John, Esq., 7 Hawkdene, Chingford, London, E.4.
HOOD, H. H., 34 Orchard Ct:, Portman Square, London,
M

PERRY, Miss Elsie, 100 London Road, Barking, Essex.
RUSSELL, Geoffrey, Esq., Heathfield, 82 Fairfax Road,
Teddington, Middx.
SWIFT, Peter James, Esq., September Cottage, Eynsford, Nr. Dartford, Kent.
CORDINGLEY, Brigadier J. E., 0.B.E., Groom's Cottage,
Palace Yard, Much Hadham, Herts.
IDE, R. G., 49 Mead Way, Hayes, Bromley, Kent.
SEWELL, Douglas Percy, Esq., Mil House, Kennington,
Ashford, Kent.
HEATH, L. A., Esq., Dial Cottage, Laleham-on-Thames,
Middlesex.
JENKINS, David C., Esq., 16 St. Marks Crescent, London, N.W.1.
LANCASTER, Harry G., Esd., 1 Northumberland Avenue,
Wanstead, E.12.
PERRY, Master Michael J., 7 Cleveland Drive, Lalehamon-Thames, Middx.
TURK, Arthur V., Esd., Homefield, North Road, Chesham Bois, Bucks,
GROVES, Miss P. F., 20 Highdown, Worcester Parl,
Surrey.

HAMILTON, Mrs. Kathleen, 6 Harrow View Road,
Ealing, W.5.
HARGRAVE, Gordon A., Esq. 6 Harrow View Road,
Ealing, W.5.
HEDLEY, Charles 8., Esq., M.C., J.P., T.D., Uplands,
Flackwell Heath, High Wycombe, Bucks.

MAHONEY, Reginald G., Esq., 88 Aldykes, Hatfield,
Herts.
PHOENIX HOSTELBOATING, 26 Wellmeadow Road,
Hither Green, S.E.13.
MUNRO, Alan G., Esq., Foreign Office, London, S.W.1.
BATES, E, F. J., Esq., 3 Erskine Hill, London, N.W.11.
BOYDE, Alan, Esq., 31 Lansdowne Road, South Woodford, London, E.18.
ERUNGER, Douglas Peter, Esq., 60 Golborne Road,
London, W.10.
GREY, Michael I, Esq., 13 Gibbon Road, East Acton,
W.3.
WEATHERHEAD, Herbert C., Esq., ‘‘ Haverfield,”” Aspley Heath, Woburn Sands, Bletchley, Bucks.
LEAKE, Cecil Leonard, Esq., 4 Royal Lane, Yiewsley,
Middx.
MIEVILLE, Derek, Esq., 74 Barrow Road, London, S.W.
16.
REDHEAD, Cyril Howard, Esq., 8 Cardigan Road, Rich-

mond, Surrey.

BUCKINGHAM, Miss Rosemary A., 1D Vicarage Mansions, Abbotsford Avenue, Tottenham, N.15.
CULLIMORE, Dr. Henry D., 1 Lansdowne Road, Staines,

Middlesex.

SAWYER, Miss Grace Hilda, 26 Cecil Road, Chadwell
Heath, Romford, Essex,
COX, Basil S., Esq., 12 Norman Way, Southgate, N.14.
WEST, Frank E. S., Esq., 5 Green Street, Sunbury-onThames, Middx,
DAVEY, Miss Pauline M., 23 Upton Park, Slough, Bucks.
CAM, J. F., Esq., Flat One, Ashington Court, Westwood
Hill, S.E.26.
SHEAD, James E., Esq., 17 Shieldhall Street, Abbey-

wood, S.E.

Esq., Sandcot, 25 Connaught Avenue,
CRABB, John
Chingford, E.4.
BUCK, Edward W., Esq., The Fiveways Club, Hamsey

Green Farm, Warlingham, Surrey.

BURKE, Mrs. F., 8 Newlands Road, Woodford Wells,
Essex,
BURKE, E. P., Esq., 8 Newlands Road, Woodford Wells,
Essex.
BUTCHER, Ernest C., Esq., 245 The Ridgeway, North
Harrow, Middx.
GALE-WATERHOUSE, Mrs, Iris H., 37 St. Charles
Square, Kensington, VW.①0.
WHITE, Anthony, Esq., 35 Wandle Road, Morden, Sur-

rey.

BALL; E. Hugo, Esq., 38 Doughty Street, London, W.C.1.
73 Stone
WATERWAY EDUCATIONAL HOLIDAYS,
Park Avenue, Beckenham, Kent.
BURR, Lester G., Ailsa Craig, 525 Uxbridge Road, Hayes,

Middx.

“SNIPE” BOAT TRAILERS
“Snipe” Boat Trailers are available from 200 Ibs. to 36
cwt. capacity for boats from 10 ft. to 28 ft. in length.

Illustrated:

Model A1000 Tilt Frame price £79 . 10 . 0

Write for our fully illustrated folder giving details of all models.

Watling Street, Cannock, Staffordshire

Telephone:

Brownhills 2295 & 3048

Around the Waterways
RIVER MEDWAY
I.W.A. Lock Passes. Once again the special
lock passes are available to I.W.A. members only.
The season runs from Easter to mid-October and
the cost is £5 as last year. This covers free passage through all locks and use of a lock windlas
s.

Applications to Mr. D. Salmon, Springhill Cottage, Yardley Park Road, Tonbridge, Kent.

Lock Charges.” The revised lock charges introduced last year will apply again. These are 2/6d.
per lock from Tonbridge to Sluice Weir Locks
and 3/6d. per lock from Yalding to Maidstone.

Both charges cover return same day. In addition,
new and 14 day lock passes will be avaialble

this year.

The cost of a 7 day pass is £2 and a

14 day pass £3.

These new passes will be of

great advantage, particularly to boats going right
up to Tonbridge. In future the cost of a passage
from Maidstone to Tonbridge and back within

7 days will be £2, whereas the cost taken lock
by lock is £2 11s. 0d.
Improvements to the Navigation. As a result
of suggestions by the River Medway Sub-Com-

mittee the River Board are providing mooring

posts below Teston and Sluice Weir Locks. Moor-

ing below these locks has been very awkward up
to now. Also iron rung ladders are to be pro-

vided at Sluice Weir and Oak Weir Locks, two

of the deepest on the river. The Board is also
providing a water tap and hose at their wharf at
Yalding.
Tonbridge Mooring. Once again the Branch’s

Tonbridge Mooring will be open for all pleasure
boats from Easter onwards. It is hoped that

everyone will make as much use as possible of

the really excellent amenity.

CHELMER & BLACKWATER NAVIGATION
Our members, the Chelmsford Boating Club,

will be holding their annual long distance canoe

race from Barnes Mill to Heybridge Basin on

Sunday, June 14th.

It is expected that about 100

canoes will be taking part.

J. E. MARRIAGE.
LEE & STORT DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

The above committee was formed some years
ago with a view to improving the amenities and
publicizing the rivers Lee and Stort. The Com-

mittee numbers amongst its members representatives of the Local Authorities abutting the rivers

and at a meeting held at Sawbridgeworth on

Wednesday, 12th February, it discussed together
with three representatives of British Waterways

several items apertaining to the improvement of
the waterways.

B.W. promised that the weed cutting would, in

the forthcoming season, be more speedily and

efficiently done.
The Sunday lock pass scheme was discussed

and hope was expressed that more licensed boat

holders would apply for this facility and that said
pass could be extended to cover Bank Holidays.

In addition to the number of locks remaining
open on Sundays it was hoped that Burnt Mill

and Parndon should be added. B.W. promised
to look into both the above matters.

A publicity leaflet was now being prepared giving information regarding beauty spots, boating
facilities and items of general interest.

J. H. WILKINSON.

Please remember that it is only by making full

use of the river, particularly the top end, that the
Branch can press the Kent River Board to make
further improvements. Please come up to Tonbridge as often as possible.

Derek Salmon.

STRATFORD CANAL
Our cover for this issue shows an historic event;

the first boat through the canal from Lapworth

to the Avon for 35 years entered the barge lock

in Stratford at 3.30 p.m. on Saturday, February

21st.

RIVER STOUR
The action Committee are planning to hold

two cruises to exercise the right of navigation.
The first will be on a section of the upper river

and will be held on Sunday, May 31st.
The
second on 13th September will be from Langham

to Brantham.

Details can be obtained from I.

Cane, Victoria House Private Hotel, 17 Cliff Terrace, Hunstanton, Norfolk.

Laughing Water was watched by a crowd

of several hundred, and champagne was served on
board as she sailed out into the Avon amid the

delighted cheers of the onlookers. A party of
Branch Members were working on the canal that

week-end, and were able to be present on this
great occasion.

David Hutchings, manager of the

Stratford Canal celebrated the occasion by spending the following day at home with his wife and
three children, the first break he has taken since
restoration commenced three years ago.

SAINT LINE CRUISERS

88-94 RUE DE SAINT DENIS - LA COURNEUVE - SEINE - FRANCE

4 & 6 Berth Luxury Cruisers for Hire
ォ キ オ キ キ オ

on the French Rivers and Canals
Continuous Hot and Cold Water

Navigation Charts
Flush Toilets
Transistor Radios
Hot Showers
Economical Diesel Engines

WHY NOT COMBINE A CONTINENTAL HOLIDAY WITH A HOLIDAY
AFLOAT ?
WRITE NOW FOR 56 PAGE COLOUR BROCHURE

For cruising or
angling on Britain's

Waterways, you
need one of the

WATERWAYS
SERIES
No other guides contain so

much information at such a

5/EACH

в

a.

P

a

(ose

extra)

:

J

E

reasonable price : large scale
maps, directories, and a
thousand and one items of
information in THE BROADS
ン ー
BOOK, THE THAMES BOOK, and THE
ョ
FENS BOOK; pocket guides to all
Britain's Waterways and a special
section devoted to holidays afloat in THE WATERWAYS ANNUAL; and an extensive guide to angling
in Britain and Ireland in THE ANGLER'S BOOK.
Order now from :

に

=

GEORGE GODWIN LIMITED

Builder House, Catherine Street. Aldwych,
London, W.C.2.

Please mention The Windlass when replying to advertisements,

13

(Continued from page 5)

(Continued from page 10)
suggest a long walk unless there was an excellent

tidying up along the length of the Canal. Soon,
when its all over, David Hutchings can look at
his Canal with justifiable pride, remembering the

pub, and this time it is the Harcourt Arms which,

with its low, thatched roof and stone flagged interior cannot have greatly changed over three
hundred years.

struggles and disappointments which made it all

The locals are strong in voice

done!” And then he can direct his energies at
the restoration of the Upper Avon, which will be

with a large and varied repertoire and no visit
here would ever be dull. Beware the road block

Stage Two, in a glorious canal saga!
In conclusion, David Horsfall, our

to Bablock Hythe though — it ends in the river!

In complete contrast to the Chequers and the
caravans of Bablock Hythe is Newbridge a few

Chairman,

warmly

thanked

Messrs.

Branch

A.E.L

responsible

Thames, there are two splendid and vastly different
inns. On the starboard side is the quaintly

Meeting.

named Rose Revived, and opposite is the Maybush. The first is certainly the most luxurious
inn between Oxford and Lechlade, and its delightful exterior and first class moorings certainly

for

a

worthwhile

and

enjoyable

HUGH McKNIGHT.

LEE AND STORT HIRE CRUISERS
Hallingbury Mill, Gaston Green
Nr. Bishop's Stortford

Succumb to temptation, relax

Slipway and Moorings in lovely sur-

in its comfortable atmosphere and enjoy a meal

roundings — 29 miles from London

overlooking the garden and the river, but if

41-seat Day Cruiser for Charter

my past experience still holds good do not expect
too much from a meal. Opposite its far more
picturesque neighbour is the Maybush, which belying its unpretentious appearance is a remarkably

Refreshments and Toilet on Board; Licensed.
2/3/4 berth Cruisers for your holiday on

pleasure a visit there some two years ago when,

55 Scarborough Drive, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex

fine place at which to drink.

for

once again making available their excellent facilities, and the evening's speakers, who had been

miles ahead where, on either side of this very
lovely bridge, said by some to be the oldest on the

tempt one to stop.

“We didnt know what couldnt be

possible.

the Rivers Stort and Lee.

I remember with

Brochure 6d. from Reg. Office :

Telephone : Southend 77660

due to early opening coupled with torrential rain,
a quick pint became a four hour session!

Ready Now

THE RIVER WEY NAVIGATION
Weybridge to Godalming

A HANDBOOK containing Introduction and Historical Notes : Detailed description of the Navigation with diagrams of locks : Charges,
dimensions of locks, headroom, etc.: Moorings : Launcihing

sites: Provisions, Water and Petrol : Public Houses, etc. :
Canoeing and Angling Notes : Distance table : Strip map.
Printed on heavy art paper with full colour cover and eight illustrations.

This informative booklet, the only one on the River Wey, has
been compiled and published by the London and Home Counties
Branch, LW.A., with the co-operation of the Navigation Authority.
PLEASE ORDER YOUR COPY NOW AND SUPPORT A BRANCH EFFORT
Price 3/6d. (4/- post free) from Branch Secretary,
3b DRAYTON ROAD, TONBRIDGE, KENT.
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The Aylesbury Boat Company Limited

Est

THE

BOAT BASIN

+

AYLESBURY

-

BUCKS

Telephone: Aylesbury 2209

“All boats lying Aylesbury unless otherwise stated.”
2 BERTH CRUISERS

4 BERTH CRUISERS

17ft. ply aft cockpit built 1961. Complete with
foam mattresses, trailer, wheel steering, very attrac.
tive appearance. 5% h.p. Seagull outboard. (F.237)
£275

24ft. by 7 ft. afc cockpit by Orme. Marine Ply, 2
sep. cabins, large sliding hatch amidships, wardrobes,
lockers, toilet sep. compt., fully equipped galley,
8 h.p. Stuart Turner inboard. (F.133) ... £1,200
22ft. by 6ft. 10in, aft cockpit fibre glass in two

"Ед
Jotpi efecockpit
ee EN
Perkins outboard.

(F.238)

moulds. 4 full length dunlopillo mattresses, hinged

and sliding windows, portable saloon table, head-

g史

20ft. by 6ft. 10in, aft cockpit crescent cruiser in

lamps, speedo, electric light. 18 h.p. Evinrude,
ane Se ERNE pT
(F.213)
à
⑧
3
.

formica working surfaces, space for two berths in
cockpit, sea toilet. 28 h.p, Electric start Johnson

2 single berths each cabin, gas cooker, 25 gallon
water, surfaces in formica, ample rubbing strakes.

①

nam

Fogo

27ft. Gin, by 6ft. 10in. centre cockpit, marine ply.

Marine Ply Doghouse, large Ste cockpit cover, cooker,

outboard, well maintained.

(F.249) ...

.

(28) Electric Perkins outboard.

#750

20ft. by 6ft. 9in., clinker built, Oak on larch,

Lying Derbyshire;

Ply, deck cas-

26ft. by 6ft. 10in. centre cockpit.

gas

cover sheathed, entire finish in polyurethane.

cooker, electric and gas lighting, trakmarked decks,

Doors

klaxon, spotlight, full inventory. 10 h.p. inboard
Ford engine, electric starting. Lying Northants.
(F.248)
SRE ERE

french polished, decks trakmarked, 2 single berths
each cabin, stainless steel galley, vent axia fan, head
light. 8 h.p. Stuart Turner twin inboard. (£227)

NARROW BOATS

25ft. by 7ft, steel hull, wood cabin top. Luxuriously

£1,

70ft. converted butty, suitable for residential living.
6ft. headroom throughout. Fitted out as 3 berth but
more berths easily installed. 90 gallon fresh water,
bathroom, ideal boiler, interior designed by an
① ame available; “Lying mids

Ltfll ①
aft cockpit cover. 20 b.h.p. Morris Vidette (F235)
P
as
© 21,250
⑥
30ft. by 6ft. Bin. almost new traditionally built nar-

converted motor narrow boat,

row boat hull, 2in. oak sides, 2in. elm bottom, 2
single berths fwd. cabin, 4 single berths centre cabin,
large aft cockpit. Twin cyl. Lister air cooled diesel,

passenger
boat,galley,
passedtoilet,
B.O.T.electric
surveylight.
1960. National
Boatman's cabin,

A teak hull, carvel,
35ft. by 6ft. 10in. centre cockpit,

71ft. éin. partially

steel sides elm bottom.

т

Fitted out as 50 seat

i

diesel, tiller steering, handrails.
52ft. shortened unconverted

bottom, Zin. oak sides,

counter

fitte

(F.245)

butty boat, 3in.

tiller steering.

£900
Elm

Ex

...

inboard Brooks Marine engine.

Motor bose stern and

ut no stern gear.

(F.239)

...

...

.. £1,200

slipper ‘stern, dignified superstructure on river lines,
4 Berthe fn eo Cabine) dae indieisccio (lahtingeenes
calor gas cooker, new cockpit cover canvas. 18 h.p.

Clayton tar

Lying Notts. (F.242)
Е

£600
⑧

wheel close coupled trailer included.

8 h.p. Stuart

。

⑧

ly② we
a
ying Midlands. (F.254) ... ... CA
A
£250
toilet, 20 gallon water
tank, smart appearance, four

70ft. unconverted joey narrow boat.

3in. elm bottom,

Turner twin cylinder inboard.

2in. oak sides. Suitable for conversion to houseboat.

Lying Lincs. (F.243)

£725
⑧
Е
24ft. by Git, 10in. afc cockpit, marine ply by Ban-

Ly)
ion:
I UA
i
Understood to beae
Mm

bury boats, extra thick bottom, ample rubbing strakes,
Taylor paraffin cooker, double berth fwd., 2 single
berths aft, sep. toilet compt. Very well maintained
by one’ cautious owner, highly recommended. Luigi
r anchi 18 h.p. outboard, most parts interchangeable
with Perkins outboards. Lying Oxford. (F236)

70ft. motor narrow boats. Choice of 4. Both
composite and all steel, some with engines, unconverted, general condition fair. Prices from
£300 to £500

“ We would appreciate details of any river, canal cruisers or narrow boats which

are being offered for sale.

The craft advertised are only part of our selection.

Please

write for our free brokeragelist and free yacht manual or call to inspect our floating

display.”

es

A WEEK
7 DAYS
OPEN(Mondays
by appointment)

Please mention The Windlass when replying to advertisements.
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AYLESBURY
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CRUISERS

Ample headroom—for tall folk!
Your pets can come—for family peace of mind!

Life jackets—for the little ones!

Electric light—for evenings and tunnels!

Shaver point—for the “ Skipper ”!
Built-in Radios—for the weather forecast!
Unspoilt countryside—for viewing!
Refrigerators—forice cold drinks, etc.!
Your holiday is safe—for young and elderly!
Constant hot and cold water—for washing up!
Reading lights—for finishing that last chapter!
Unique extra, Television—for a wet evening!
Individual attention—for all needs!
Showers (H. & C.)—for personal freshness!
Easy handling—for everyone!
Reliable gas cooker—for the galley slave!
Service—for all of you, from all of us at—

THE AYLESBURY CRUISER GOMPANY, LIMITED
3 THE CANAL BASIN, AYLESBURY, BUCKS.

Tel. Aylesbury 260

DE

FREE BROCHURE
Please mention The Windlass when replying to advertisements.

Printed by Foundry Press Ltd., Brereton Printing Works, Bedford, and Published by
THE LONDON AND HOME COUNTIES BRANCH OF IHE I.W.A. LTD.

ARE THEATRE SPECIAL Pi

ROYAL

Members of The Inland Waterways Sod o when completing

r care to indicate such

the accompanying Form, should take part

e Members of the National Trust also
©

Membership, whether or not + ey

as quotas of theatre seats and supper places have been allotted to the
Associati n, and will be ballotted for seperately.

be two Association ballots:

There will, of course,

onc for the theatre seats, and the other for

supper places.

By way of guidance, it should perhaps be remarked that the time
allotted for the buffet supper is only about forty minutes, and thats;

+

ら

5

@
=

=

©

+

owing to the desiszn of the structure, very few cf the 1

see

ticipants will

the subsequent fireworks or heer the accompanying music

without leaving the building,

It is!

possible to the theatre garden :

ver, that access will be
purpose, though this cannot at

present be in any way guarant:
will be from the South bank of the river, accessible by crossing the
Tramway Bridge.

