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And in her time a boat plays many parts.

“THE WINDLASS ” is the two-monthly journal of
THE LONDON and HOME COUNTIES BRANCH of
The Inland Waterways Association Ltd.
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No cruiser in service more than two
years old.
Most craft fitted hot showers and
Electrolux refrigerators.
Start and finish. at Aylesbury or try a
one way cruise to Oxford, Coventry or
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Market Harborough.

MOORINGS: From 2d. per foot per week. YACHT BROKING:
Over 20 craft on view in the Basin.

Please send 6d. for fistrata brochure to.
AYLESBURY (2209),
ВЕ
14, CANAL BASIN

BUCKS.

I WAS particularly pleased
dinner three representat
trade were present as our
and Mr. Ranson, respective
secretary of the National A
Waterways Carriers, were 1

tance for the first time; 1
manager of the Willow W

Trips aboard

A R C T U R U S

of Guildford

DEPARTURE TIMES

20th May to 28th July and 14th August to 10th September
Saturdays: 2.0, 3.45, 530 and 7.30 p.m. to Stoke Lock and return.

Sundays:

2.15 p.m. to Sutton Place and return.

5.15 and 7.15 p.m. to Stoke Lock and return.
Tuesdays: 5:30, 7.30 p.m. to Stoke Lock and return.
Thursdays: 6.30 p.m. to Sutton Place and return.
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays for private hire.
28th JULY TO 13th AUGUST
Every day: 2.15 p.m. to Sutton Place and return.
5.15, and 7.15 p.m. to Stoke Lock and return.
Free illustrated leaflet and information from :
BRYAN NICOLL
Guildford Wharf,

Friary Street, GUILDFORD, Surrey.
Or phone Guildford 61389 (Mondoy to Saturday mid-day).
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THE BRIDGEWATER CANAL
200 YEARS OLD
by H. J. Compton
Mr. Compton, whose home is in Woking, is a member of the Inland Waterways
Association and of the Railway and Canal Historical Society. He is, in fact, an
expert on his subject.

obtained an Act of Parliament for cutting a
canal from his pits at Worsley Mill to connect
with the River Irwell at Hollins Ferry and
thence to Salford; which he hoped would enable

he refused their offer and in 1795 is was incorporated as a company by a group of 39 Manchester businessmen. In later years, the Bridgewater Trustees were to regret this decision, as
in 1845 they had to pay £550,800 for it.

Later in 1759, after consultations with James

The immense financial success of the Duke's
canal is well known. Suffice it to say that on
a“capital outlay of £220,000 by 1792 he earned
£1,500 on passenger traffic and £80,000 on
freight.

THE 3rd Duke of Bridgewater in March 1759

him to increase his revenues and, at the same
time, reduce the price of coal in the Manchester
district from the usual 7d. per cwt. to a figure
of not more than 4d.

Brindley, he decided to alter the course of the
canal. Instead of locking down to the Mersey

The Act of 1762 laid down that the maximum
the Duke or any carrier could charge for carrying goods on his own vessels was 6s. per ton
and canal dues 2s. 6d. per ton.

and Irwell Navigation, he decided to take the
canal over the river by the Barton Aqueduct
and on to Manchester, for which purpose he
obtained the necessary Act in March 1760.
These first ten miles of his Canal were soon
finished as it is recorded that the first boat
passed over the Barton Aqueduct on July 17,
1761.

On the suggestion of Brindley, who surveyed
the Trent and Mersey Canal (Grand Trunk), the

At this time merchants in Manchester who
required goods to be sent to or received from
Liverpool, had two «lternative means of transport: either carriage by road, which cost 40s.
per ton, or by boat on the Mersey and Irwell

from one canal to the other; and His Grace
constructed the canal from there to Runcorn at
his own expense. By this means the canals had

Navigation, made under the Act of 1720,
which case they were charged 12s. per ton.

Duke arranged with the Trent and Mersey Canal
Company for the two canals to unite at Preston
Brook in order to facilitate the transfer of goods

a common outlet to the Mersey tideway and thus
the communication was more complete and convenient.

in

Sixpence per Ton

The Duke, finding that his first venture was a
financial success, decided to construct a canal
from Longford Bridge, near Manchester, to the

In consideration of his expense in making the

canal from Preston Brook to Runcorn, and the

necessary locks and other works to accompany
the canal, the Duke was empowered under the
Trent and Mersey Canal Act of 1766 to receive
a tonnage duty of 6d. per ton on all goods
destined to enter the Trent and Mersey Canal.
It is a pity that the Duke, whilst seeing to his
revenues, did not compel the Trent and Mersey
Canal Company to construct the first part of
their canal to Middlewich to the same dimensions as his canal, thus ensuring a greater length
of waterway for the operation of his boats; and,
what is more, this could have been achieved
without any loss of water as this part forms
a level.

tideway on the Mersey near Runcorn, for which
purpose he obtained the necessary Act in 1761.
The first part of the canal from Longford Bridge

to Runcorn was completed by 1767, but the flight

of locks was not completed until 1776 due to
financial difficulties as well as the difficulty in
purchasing the required land from Sir Richard
Brooks, of Norton Priory.

It goes without saying that the owners of the

Mersey and Irwell Navigation tried to stop the

building of this canal, and when it was finally
completed they tried to sell out to the Duke to
whom they offered their Navigation for £10,000:

221!

In the same year a grou
proposed a canal to link
Macclesfield areas with t
Weaver. Not unnaturally t
plan and only got it wit
made a promise that he
canal to serve the same a

were none too good at this
the proposed canal, althoug
an Act of 1766; though dra
show the line of this inten

to Stockport. No doubt in |]

that, as the branch off the
to Stockport had been buil
his promise, as anyway tra
travel over the major part
Stockport was denied a wide
the Macclesfield canal was t
Duke lost a certain amoun

To get back to the me
revenue, one will recall that
entitled to 2s. 6d. per ton
from Runcorn to Manches
Grace added the 6d. per t
entitled under the Trent ai
making the tonnage duty b
Manchester 3s. But this wa
the Duke bound himself to
sey Canal Company and if
to make increased accomm
the tonnage duty should sti
6d. He soon found it nec
large reservoir there into w
to enter his canal were ac
He pretended to construc
vessels, but he kindly pern
carriers to enter on conditic
per ton for the privilege,
necessity. This amount he c
passing along his canal, as v

for places along the Trent
This raised the duty to 4s.

Third Me:

A third means of increas
remains to be pointed out.

Canal Company obtained i

line from Rochdale to Man
Bridgewater obtained perm
lock to connect his canal wit
for this he was empowered
ton on all goods which
indemnification for the loss
property might sustain by t
turn for this payment he
wharf or warehouse room,
for a limited time. Instead
he exacted the 1s. 2d. per t
were carried between Runct
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that the building of the Liverpool and Manchester Railway could have been delayed for a
decade.

The lift itself has worked perfectly except for
one failure in the early part of this century,
and then the opportunity was taken of modernising the equipment, which cost £25,000.
Even so the Bridgewater Canal in association with the Mersey and Irwell Navigation was
still a worthwhile undertaking, as in 1872 both
undertakings were bought by a limited lability
company under Sir Edward Watkin, chairman of
the Manchester, Sheffield and Lincoln Railway,
and Mr. Price, chairman of the Midland Railway
for £1,115,000 who in turn sold it to the Manchester Ship Canal Company in 1885 for
£1,710,000.

“D Day” dawned for the Bridgewater Canal
Company on September 15, 1830, when the
Liverpool and Manchester Railway was opened.
Fifteen years later the Trent and Mersey Canal
passed into the hands of the North Staffordshire
Railway.
Remembering the bottle-neck at Runcorn, the
exorbitant charges made on canal traffic coming

through there onto the Trent and Mersey Canal and

the two narrow tunnels of the latter canal, named
Preston Brook and Saltersford, neither of which
had a towing path and therefore narrow boats
had to be legged through; it is not surprising
to learn that the practice grew up of transferring

Who was at the helm of the Bridgewater Canal
and who was responsible for failing to take
proper steps to safeguard the interests of the
Canal?
No blame can be attached to the 3rd Duke of
Bridgewater who built the canal and followed
the normal practices of his day. He died on
March 8, 1803, and by his will the canal was

goods from the Trent and Mersey Canal at
Anderton to the River Weaver 50ft. below. This,
no doubt, resulted in a certain loss also for the
Trent and Mersey Canal. Even so, when in
1824 Telford was building the new Harecastle
Tunnel for them, they did not ask him to give
similar attention to the two tunnels mentioned
earlier, though they could well have afforded it
since they were taking about £140,000 at that
time.

vested in three trustees, one of whom—R. H.

Bradshaw—was created Superintendent of the
Trust, with very wide powers, though he did not
benefit from the profits of the canal directly.
To Bradshaw must be given the blame for

trying to squeeze as much as possible out of the

At Anderton there was insufficient space to
make a flight of locks and anyway the owners
of the Trent and Mersey Canal could not spare
any water for lockage, so in 1875 the Weaver
Trustees constructed a lift at a total cost of
£48,428. This lift was a great improvement as
the time taken to get from one level to the

concern instead of taking note of complaints and

doing something about them.

Alas, his term of

office lasted till 1834, when he was 75, and even
then he only agreed to give up his post as a

result of considerable monetary sacrifice by
Lord Francis Egerton, who became the principal
beneficiary under the Trust set up under the
Duke’s will.

other was only five minutes and, what is more,
since it was 75ft. by 15ft. 6in., it could accom-

modate either two narrow boats or a barge
drawing less than Sft. of water; and thus barges
were able to get up the canal to the salt town
of Middlewich. This continued to be so until
British Waterways renewed the aqueduct over
the River Dane and reduced the width to 8ft.

Lord Francis Egerton, later Lord Ellesmere,
tried reasonably successfully to repair the
damage done by his predecessor, by widening
and improving the Bridgewater Canal, but, of
course, he was rather too late on the scene, as

the railways were now in the ascendency.

COMING EVENTS
JULY 8.—Trip along the Slough Arm: See
under the heading Grand Union Canal (Around
the Waterways).

JUNE 4. Medway boat trip Tonbridge to
Maidstone.
Leave Town Bridge, Tonbridge,
10.45 a.m. Bring sandwiches to personal taste
(or fit to swop). Tickets from D. C. N. Salmon,
Springhill Cottage, Yardley Park Road, Tonbridge,
Kent, 12s. 6d. members, Ts. 6d. juniors, 15s. nonmembers. State if tea is required on arrival at
Maidstone.

AUGUST

13, 19.

SEPTEMBER 30.
follow.
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Aylesbury Rally.

River Lea Trip:

details to
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A BOAT TRIP (writes К.
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Make the most of this rare
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the Glaister brothers came y
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eight were empty. Cne po
repairs to the bottom gates
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Around the Waterways (cont’d)

THE

STILL REGULAR

BULLION

Sir,
.Mr. Lovell has criticised my use of the word
“Tegular” in connection with the aluminium
trade on the Aylesbury Arm. 1 suggest that he
is confusing “regular” with “frequent.” The
former gives no indication of how often an event
takes place. It solely informs that such events

Sir,
I enclose a small extract of an historical nature

about the transport of bullion by canal, which
might be of interest to members if published
in “The Windlass.”
Yours etc.,

H. J. COMPTON.

occur at certain intervals: which precisely
describes the current traffic. The deliveries are
made in bulk; after a certain time, the manufacturers, stock becomes depleted; material is
ordered, and when it has arrived in the Regents
Canal Dock, then the Willow Wren boats deliver
the goods to Aylesbury: regularly.
Incidentally, by the time this edition of The
Windlass is published, deliveries of coal to
Aylesbury Wharf (hoped to be at monthly
intervals) should have started.
Although the references to the K. and A.
report were not addressed to me, I should like
to make some comments on them. On the basis

122, Hermitage Road,
Woking, Surrey.
“On the 14th ult. thirty-eight casks of dollars,
part of those transmitted some time since from
London to be stamped at the Soho Manufactory
of Matthew Boulton near Birmingham, amounting to £50,000 were delivered to the custody of
persons appointed to receive them, and sent by

Snell’s Canal for conveyance to the Metropolis
where they arrived in the ensuing week. On the
22nd a similar sum was despaiched.”—Extract
from the “ Globe” newspaper of Sth January,
1810.
MASTER DIVER
Sir,
In the last issue of The Windlass you published
my comments about windbagism. I thought you
might like to know that several members have
told me that they entirely agree with me (as my
comments were true they could do little else!),
and that it was time that “they” were told to
stop exaggerating everything.
Other points I
have seen (in other publications) were that it
needed a crowbar to move the gates on the Trent
and Mersey between Fradley and Haywood . . .
well 1 can do them with one hand. In a recent
issue of The Motor Boat and Yachting I read
that “if the lock-keeper had not helped it might
have taken me six hours to navigate the Atherstone flight.” Well, I suppose it MIGHT. Ata

of Mr.

Lovell’s

contentions, the Thames

is

a

quite unsuitable base for wide beam hire craft,
for all such craft must return to their moorings
by the same route. I wonder whether hire firms
share your correspondents views?
As for
narrow beam hire cruisers, how many of the
people engaging them on the Thames return to
base via the Oxford and Grand Union canals?
Many holidaymakers now take one way trips,
leaving the craft at some suitable yacht base, and
the K. and A. is of sufficient length to cater for
such clients. The successful hire trade on the
Leeds and Liverpool Canal is largely carried out
in just such a way.
A principal aim in opening the K. and A. is
to provide an east-west through connection; how
can Mr. Lovell argue that the restoration of such
a link is tantamount to the creation of a dead
end?
Yours etc.,
D. W. HORSFALE:
H.B. Adelina,
West Byfleet.

recent Home Counties meeting, our founder was

hailed as a genius for thinking of joining two
and

Actually I did not mean to mention these
things at all, but to write and tell you that it

225

Englishman’s

Tham

some sympathy with the vies
some observations.
In this country, public bo
being by the passing of a s
ment and their powers are

be bothered to get it into a dry dock with the

consequent delay, trouble and expense.
I am trying to persuade the authorities (what
a hope) that it is not always necessary to drain
a whole pound and inconvenience everybody just
to nail on a few planks, or do a bit of concreting.
Both can be done underwater.
Yours etc.
E E. LOVELE:
The Canal Basin,

EDITOR

try

I was interested to read {

“The

ment has been to survey a bottom of a narrow
boat for a prospective purchaser who could not

TO

hoses together!
Please, as editor
climinate the unbounded optimism.

Sir

PNO

LETTERS

THE THAM.

might interest you readers to know that I am now
a qualified master diver and am willing to help
members or anyone else with any underwater
jobs. I am particularly thinking of propeller
changes, lost outboards etc. A recent develope-

right of navigation, it is to be hoped that the
letter of explanation will settle the matter finally.
This news will also be of interest to intending
users of the waterway.
The committee has decided to contact some
prospective users of the river. These are young
canoeists from the nearby East Bergholt Secondary School who have formed a boating club
to use the river.

that act or subsequent ame:
reason a public body su
Conservancy are only doing

them to do and cannot ster
It is therefore apparen
Conservancy can only do wi
aware of the powers contai
it seems rather unfair to ti
particularly when you cor
detriment of the whole wate
On the second point I may
out, but a towpath is not

right of way and I shou
navigation authority the Th
only concerned with the to
As regards the public right
responsibility rests with t
council, and of course the |
a right where a path actually
up to the council to take pos
the trailing ends of the рай!
Finally, as a public offici:
I sympathise with the reque
writing if an official stateme
often I have known reporter:
a story, and then make up

the strength of it, to the a

public. No!
If in writin
properly tabulated and exp
You
Well Cottage,

J

Stock, Essex.

Aylesbury,
Bucks.

ON THE TI

Sir,
We shall be commencing t

Thames Valley Countryside :
zine in June and should be g
in your columns.
Yo

LES
(Director, Letchwe
The Citizen Press,
Letchworth, Herts.

97
SUSY ‘YHOoMYHOT
‘55914 U9ZNII oyL

Xosq Suneg
“peoy umagrappay ‘15 ‘рлемря Ком ‘аМУЧЯЯТО
‘хе5эТррту “UOJAEIQG SAMA “uomspuoureH

(PIT ‘SISIULIJ YLOMYIIOT “TOPIC

‘епиелу puejesz po ‘AIMOT WENA TTASSNA

aHAHKDIH dFTSHTI

‘Aormg ‘Surujepor “AemyIEN
SIRO эхо“ed ‘preyong IS “HOLIQTId
OMYSPIOHHIOH “PIONEM
SHIM “H ‘d NINYAVd
‘peod

Ned

9

“239 SINOX

‘suwmn]os InoA ut
UONUSW Y JOJ [nj9)e13 aq prnoys pue ounf ur Sulz
seu Ajroyrenb ® se opisAljunog Aoprea souey],
ay) jo uonedrqnd ay} SULUSWUIOd 3q [[BYS SAA

‘pug

“OIIYSpIHONISH ‘“sueqry IS “IU ‘Aoujog uopuoT

"prog 1041109 6 “WemIM INUNV “AFTNVO
“emmysureysulyoang “uueg
‘URID SAL “SALI ÁsiUSY <p “UO[ “AJAJIO
*Xoss[PpIN “YiIOMI[ST
“AofJeisO ‘onuoay Amquiour с *“耳 ヤ “daVaa
TAN

“IIS
‘syong
‘Amgso[£V

“Xoss “Yoo,
“e3eno9 TIM
ADVIJAVW ad Г
“ojo sinoXx
>
“pourejdxo pure pojeinqer Apredoid
spey ou) ‘Sunuum ur Jy
¡ON -onqnd
ay) JO WIRE SY} 0) YI JO WSuens ay)
[епоце$по$ в dn ayeuw usy) pue “ÁIOIS E
‘An Jum 0) sroyIOder UMOUY Aped | uao

9q ued
[19098
по э]е}
Frey 193

00], “palmbar st juourojezs Juroggo ue J ⑨unurrA
ur ssurenb ind 03 jsonbar oy) Pm osryjedurAS |

“UM ISINYS[SIYD) “SPOOM

dn yur o) sdejs eAmISOd aye) 0) [UNOS 34) 0) dn
э9 рпом 3] ‘sisIXo Ajjenpoe Yıed e oI0UM JYSL Y

AU ÁfUO ued orqnd Sy} 9SINOD JO pue ‘[IOUNOD

Aunod JuBAS[RI ou} WMM SIS0I
AJ[IqIsuodsor
94) Áfrensn ‘Aem jo 1y3ur orqnd oy) spresor sy
Yredmol ® se yiedmol 94) UUM pauIsouod AJuo

SI AOURAISSUOI SOUTY] 94} Ajrroyyne uonrSiaeu
e

③S

Or

‘Auoquy

se

Jeu)

Xuly}

pinoys

y

pue Áem Jo

SL

oljgnd e Aftessaosu jou si Yyedmo) e ng ‘no
yo9u Au Surjors 9q Aeu ] juiod puoses au} UO
"UIO]SAS ÁBMIOIEM 9J0YM 9U) JO JUSUILIJAP
24) o) wow aredwod noA uoym Afremonied
sryy 10} go way} JON 0) Iejun JOYJEI SUS 31
pue 10® IBY] UI Paurejuod sromod ay} JO oIeme

sowey]

⑨N “Uopuo] ‘oyesysI ‘Aem[[IH €8 “H ‘NATIV

SÁTeW

ou)

jey)

jUeledde

I0J0IJ9Y)

SI

I

‘SUOTJBAISSQO JUIOS
oyeur jsnuI Ajjeor J SMoIA oy) yim AyredwAs swos
SOWIE], sUeWYSISUF SUL,
SUrABY ISIUM
popmue JUSWIWIO)) JY} PEI 0) pajsalajur SEM |

YHHIVY

"TIVASYOH ‘M 'd
©2019 SINOA

peop ® JO UONBAID aq} Oo) N
ons JO UOIIBIOISAI 9U) JEU) ©
Moy ‘UONOosUUOI YSNOIY] ]50/
sr *V pue ‘y oy) Survodo u

mno porto Ajo3Ie] si [eueo |
9241 UO pen aly Inyssooons
107 19180 0) UISUel JUerOMyNS
pue “eseg JURA ojgejins auos
‘sdiny Aem

SAWVHL HHL NO

‘uopuo] ‘onuoAY optpuÆT SE “IN SIN FAV

‘Aoums ‘wreyqo)
‘Pur PIO ‘swioyy sureg “gd а ‘SIN “NOSI
‘xossog “pIoFII
“SU9pIRO O]IATOISEY Ze (Jorun() piEUIO “YAJAVH
⑧
⑨AAN ‘Uopuo”]
prog ASrAgeg ⑧ “ugof
Auoyjuy
‘OHOVINVD
で AS moproT ‘peoy SueH cc `Ined `STOOg
‘Aormns ‘wosdg
“prog SUIMOT “ENTA PIJSGEST “JOEYOIN ‘лНлаумя
Uy
“wequoyosg “peo Áloyog ¿1 “fa A ‘HOVAT

Aes Aew о] ‘yrosAUr [emo orgnd в se ‘Ajeur
"Med au} Jo spud 3Sulfrex; au}

peosuIg “aso 5191504 9] ‘PIAEG ‘XOOTIM
TAN “mopnoT
“NUSAY EPUÁT 9 “EUrIg ‘SIN NNVWOIIAS
X9S9[PPIN ‘[[BYINOS `meerD POOMION
‘peo Ámqueg sz ‘ЧЧор рава “HONYX
‘xassq ‘Amquiugq
SPYIWS PUT ‘uyor ÁYIOUIL ‘GNVIHOOD
19H ‘UopuoT ‘ssnoyisiiey))
MMOG Srenorsued ⑥ “び `W SIN “‘NOSYAANV
⑧
TORA “UOPUOT
⑲⑨HS 55010) 95 EPT “H "J prevori “YHANVA
LIN “Weyueno], “SUET
drysp1oT Zpp “UeWION SoUIE[D “COOMAHaNN
‘xossq ‘Bunjleg ‘peoy
“НОГА 86 “Áoy pue puowsag ‘qYOAIANVS
"X9S9[PPIN ‘propjus1g
"Proy SINSOHYAA 79 ‘pIEMpH ISOUIG NVWXATA

sIIMOdura 108 ay} jeym op Ajuo uto ÁJULAIOSUOJ

UOXO ‘soureyI-uo-AojusH “esnoH

100425 перзйтен ‘(1orunf) ‘sswref 19194 “THINVA
olysureysunpng ‘рая sumog
eso weyumg ç “ÁmoH uyofr “NOLIVO
`
JURY ISINYD[SIYD ‘MOY
qomuyo 9] ‘UBWOH SID “IPT PDS “Yaxva

‘JI oprsno dajs jouuzs pue Op 0) WAY)
Sureg Áq Áymp 1104) Surop Ajuo org Aouraresuon
sowey] ay} se yons Ápog orgnd € uosear
ey) 104 spor Julpuswe jusnbasqns Jo 108 je}
woly Áfejos pasrrap aIe siomod IY) pue JUST
-enseg Jo PV oywads ® Jo Surssed ay) Aq Sureq
our 1y3noiq are saIpoq orqnd ‘Anunod smy} uy

‘SIPM o8pHqun]
‘peoy IoAauACT IT ‘Airey INEM ‘NIddOG
‘uox(Q ‘Amqueg
prog PIOXO #8 “IN "V ‘Ales ‘SIN “LLOTE
'6IM'S ‘UopuoT ‘UOPSqUIM
‘peoy

: SUIMONJOJ 9) 07 popueyxo sí auloajeM WYVA Y

“IS

LOV SHNVHLI HHL

SYIININ MAN

omo

aye) MoU

$.

(S[EUED пор) pues pue р
03 UIMNjAI SSUIEUT oy) UO UK
24) Jo AuBW moy “SIOSINIO
10] SV
;SsMolA SJUApuod
SULIY 911 IOMIOUM repuoA T
sdurroour te叩 o】nJer JSMI
ero NY Weg SpIA 10} as
e SI SOWRU], ЭЦ) ‘suonuaju:
SISeq 24) UQ WAY) UO S}UdU

SYI[ pmnoys y “sur 0) pessalp

‘у pue "y 924) 0) $90919]
‘poyIE]S DA

A[puowr

38

aq

©}

padoy)

0] [800 JO SOLIDAIOP “pay
24.L JO UONIpa sI SUI ou
‘AjremnSar : Ame
ISAI[SP S1BOQ UIA MOJ[IAN at
sjuosoy ЭЦ) Ш рэлыле $80 II
si Jerojeu (pojojdop sowoo
-nuew 94) “SUM UIE} € I
QIB SALIGAI[OP OYJ, open ⑪
Apsword
Uorym
—:s]earoyUI
SJUSAS [ONS JBY) SULIOJUI Ale
JUSAS UR US]JO MOY JO UONEII

UL

uwenbaip, yum IP]

ЭЦ 189) 15988158 [ wry Ain
wniurunje oq) WMM Uornost
PIOM ay] Jo osn Au postonm

YAVINDHA "
THAOL TO
“939

smox

‘ToJemlopun
"SUIOIDUOI JO 31G 8 OP IO ‘SU

①Sn[ XpodqdAreA③ sousIUSAUOQUI

чтелр 0} AIESSSOOU SABM[E 101
Jeym) SONLIOYINE dy} 2pEnsId
“osuadxo pue ajgno:
94) ym oop AIp.e our 31
jou p[nod oym raseyornd oar
MOIIEU E JO WONOG e ÁdAINS
-odofasop Jueval Y “je spir

T0redo1d jo ⑨mfurq) Арте:

IojemIopun Aue UJIM osfa a
djoy о) SUNJIM UE pue IeaIp
MOU WE | JBY) MOUY 0} s1apea

von EN
CHELMER AND BLACKWATER
T IS with regret that we make the announcement
that the branch has been unable to arrange a
barge trip on the Chelmer and Blackwater
Navigation as a summer outing for our members.
Our Chelmer representative, Mr. J. E. Marriage
has recently been in communication with the sole
commercial users of the canal, Brown and Son,
Ltd., timber merchants of Chelmsford, enquiring
into the possibility of hiring one of their barges.
Unfortunately this company do not feel able
to give a firm reply in advance for a particular
day which obviously precludes the branch from
making the necessary arrangements.
In their
reply to Mr. Marriage the Company even state
that their moral obligation to supply a barge for

making allowance for these

NAVIGATION

precedent—but we would point out that several
years ago, when Browns began using powered
barges, three horse drawn ones were presented

to the proprietors, who scuttled them one by one.
Admittedly they were old and leaked, but we
do feel that at least one could well have been
retained for public hire and, as we have said,
might have developed into a profitable undertaking.
Certainly similar activities flourish
elsewhere in the area, as far afield as Guildford,

Reading and of course Little Venice.
We
understand that a similar venture is shortly to
start on what could almost be called the
Chelmer’s twin—the River Stort—only 10 or so
miles from Chelmsford.

the navigation company’s famous and historic
annual inspection is a considerable inconvenience
which causes them to lose traffic!
Now we cannot deny that the company know
their own business best but we consider that.
as the barges normally travel empty from Chelmsford to Heybridge Basin, it is difficult to see their
objection to a Saturday trip.
Admittedly
overtime by their staff would be required but
when one remembers the sizable tips given by
1.W.A. members and the light work involved (our
members normally seem prepared to lead the
horse, operate the locks and steer the barge) it
seems unlikely that any objection would be raised
in that quarter. As proofthat they do not regard
it as work we recall that on at least one occasion
a bargee brought his wife and friends!
We can only conclude therefore that Brown

Another matter which the branch has been
pursuing since early 1958 is the possibility of
opening up the waterway, even on a small scale,
to the larger type of privately owned pleasure
craft (at present only boats not requiring the
the use of locks are permitted) on the lines of
the River Medway scheme, negotiated by the
branch. The Medway scheme has been operating
successfully for a year. Here again the proprietors seem to be quite happily dragging their
feet as, after initial agreement, a considerable
amount of spade work was undertaken by our
representative and it seemed that a satisfactory
scheme could be agreed, when the proprietors’
secretary unaccountably broke off the negotiations
in March, 1960. Since then no further discussions
have been conducted, in spite of efforts by our
representative, and the latest news remains that
contained in the May and August, 1960, issues
of The Windlass.

end Sons, for some reason best known to
themselves, do not want to hire out a barge. We
connot really blame them though as, after all,

they are a commercial undertaking and hiring out
barges is not one of their activities.
Those to blame for the situation, with no
barges available for hire, are the owners of the
navigation—rather archaically named, The
Company of Proprietors of the Chelmer and
Blackwater Navigation Ltd. We do not say that
the proprietors should build or buy a barge
especially for pleasure trade—although it could
well prove lucrative and would not be without

Water Shortage

The company has, through all the negotiations,
been concerned that commercial interests should

be paramount and has pointed out that in summer
months there is often a water shortage. We on

our part quite understand and are sympathetic
to these points, which are by no means uncommon
on other waterways, and we are quite sure that a

satisfactory scheme could have been operated
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reluctance to experiment if
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Branch investigated the po
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is not now in as good a cor
the attitude apparently bein
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FINAN
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TheAylesbury Rally
THIS will be held from August 14 to 18. The
following programme has been arranged,
and although there might be slight amendments
to it between the date of publication of this
Windlass, and the actual rally, there will not be
The official rally
any substantial changes.
programme will soon be in print, for circulation
to all members.

A photographic competition will be held of
which details later.
During the period of the rally, a news sheet
giving details of events and activities will be on
sale daily. Small advertisements may be inserted
at a very moderate rate. Local victuallers will
provide a canal-side service; liquid and gaseous
fuels will also be easily available.
All the usual facilities for the disposal of refuse,

Monday, August 14: arrival day, the move-

most members over the |
Bulkely-Johnson Salt, to tt
the best idea for encouraging
Prizes for the following w
best boat at the Rally; |
installation; best galley; best
during the rally; best comn
(over 25 ft. in length); bes
cruiser (under 25 ft. in leng
best amateur built cruiser.
Do not forget, at this rall
ways Association will be on
and it is one of the best

over our case. This is th
to which wide craft based in

MEMBERSHIP FIGURES
... 2,530
Total members of I.W.A.
714
ser
Membership of this branch
Active members of this branch about 50
Increase the number of active members.
Join the boat trips and the working
parties.
Use the waterways.

ment of boats between Marsworth
with
organised
being
Aylesbury

assistance of a short wave radio link.

and
the

sanitary

waste,

etc,

will

be

provided,

and

conveniently situated fresh water taps are to be
Refreshments will be on sale in a
installed.
marquee on the wharf.
The rally club, an indispensible amenity at

In

the evening there will be a barbecue at the
Red House; a short cruise from Aylesbury
(subject to passenger boat being available).
Tuesday: briefing of skippers; visit to Waddesdon Manor, and|or Bulbourne; band
concert on quayside; rally dance in the
evening.
Wednesday: public view day; boats dressed
overall, and illuminated in the evening.
Thursday: water sports; tug-of-war (across
the canal); canoe race, Marsworth-Aylesbury; dinner and presentation of prizes in
the evening.
Friday: dispersal day.

these events, has been organised, and will be

British
in a private room at the Ship Inn.
Waterways are giving a 50 per cent. reduction

in tolls to craft attending the rally.
The following members are in

charge of
specific events and queries should be addressed
to them at the general office. Please mark the

cnevelope “ Aylesbury Rally”: boat show, Mr.
D. Redston; water sports (including canoe race),

Mr. Simmons; Marsworth moorings, Мг. 1.
Street; assistant harbour master, Mr. D. Cooper;

rally bulletin, Miss C. Johnstone.
The following awards may be competed for:
A. P. Herbert Trophy, awarded for the craft
navigating the greatest distance in attending the

There will be a boat show at the rally, this
being held in the Walton Hall (a short distance
from the basin) August 13-17. It will be of
hire-cruisers and boat equipment; facilities will

rally. Peter Scott Trophy, awarded for the craft
traversing the greatest distance over salt water
in going to the rally. Robert Aickman Trophy,
for the most enterprising route to the rally.

also be available for floating exhibits.
The environs of the basin will be illuminated,
and we hope that members will be able to

Barraclough Bowl, to the local authority submitting the most enlightened waterways policy

arrange for their own craft to be illuminated; we

want to put on a real spectacle for the local
populace on public view day. Wide craft (any-

during the year preceding the rally. Wedgwood
Christie
Bowl, for the best illuminated boat.

thing over 7ft. 3ins.) must, of course be moored at

Cup, for the craft of over 7 ft. 6 in. navigating
the greatest mileage in attending the rally. Stoke
on Trent Jubilee Trophy, to the person enrolling

Marsworth, but a minibus will provide a regular
and frequent service between rally centre and
the outstation.
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Fror “he Editor's Cabin
FROM time to time—including in this issue—we
publish letters from what may best be
described as dissident members. In many cases,
they constitute a disorganised rag-taggle of voices
raised in anger or sunk in despair, or sometimes
a blend of both. It is right and democratic thot
they should be heard. Among the contents of
such letters there is inevitable wheat and chaff
and it is up to readers carefully to thresh it out
for themselves. We publish the lot—the more
controversial the more likely we are to do so.
Among these voices, we hear charges of
pomposity and self-importance; undue optimism
and inaccuracy; unfair criticism and so on and

so forth.

more than by any other method,” as the chairman rightly urges everybody should at the
Aylesbury Rally. And we will add, at all times.
Here
on the Basingstoke an interesting
experiment is being conducted along these very
lines. It is the Floating Homes project, of which
most members will have learned by now—with
or without strong feelings one way or the other.
In the early stages of the project, loud claims
were made by the proprietors for the desirability
of the craft, their siting en masse, and their
occupants. Time thus far has found these claims
to be well-founded, The Floating Homes, while
in no sense cruising craft as one understands
them, appear to be excellently appointed for what
the name suggests. Upperworks overhanging the
original narrow boat hulls, while preventing the

If these exist, it is bad—very bad. And

it is these voices, unless we let them cry in a

wilderness, that can steady our sense of pers-

pective in what we are, what we see, and what

craft ever using the narrow canals, nevertheless

we expect for the future.
If, on the other hand, these failings do not
exist, and the cries are fomented by nothing more
serious than an over-acidic stomach—well, they
make entertaining reading.

provide an astonishing impression of width inside.
Owners mooring them on the Basingstoke sign
an agreement that has been described as “a
positive riot act,” but which is designed for the
owners’ mutual protection.
While they are
adhered to, the groups of boats can never
deteriorate into the slum-like squalor sometimes
associated with floating homes—without capital

Such a letter, perhaps, appeared in the current
issue of The Bulletin. A certain gentleman, in
protest against “social climbing” within the
association, was removing his own name and
those of his circle of friends from the roll. He
would appear to be a man with little imagination :
while acknowledging the limited mass appeal of
the cause to which we subscribe, and even
admitting the necessity for such behaviour, he
still deplored it noisily and to the point of
disassociation. Would he, one wonders, refuse
to patronise a public lavatory in which some less
fortunate being did the cleaning? Or would he
deplore, but not deny, the necessity for such an
attendant.

lation, together with that of the fuel, would
probably exceed the present cost of horse
traction.” Mr. Linton Hope, the celebrated yacht
designer, in a letter to The Motor Boat of August
18, 1904. Mr. Hope was replying to an earlier
letter in The Motor Boat in which the writer
advocated the building of motor narrow boats.
Mr. Hope, while accepting their desirability on
Continental waterways, concluded: * Personally,
I think that in this country the motor tug is
more likely to be a success than the motor
barge pure and simple.”
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LAUNCHES

FC

Moorings, Storage, Riv
and
Oil Service and Ca

Entrance from Che

Quote

. . . The question of the suitability of internal

ordinary canal boat at present in use... It is
questionable whether it would be possible to make
independent motor propulsion for our small
barges to pay, as the cost of motor and instal-

obvious. If you possess a boat of your own, make
sure she is a credit to her owner and to the
waterway she should grace; keep her smart and
tidy, clean and painted, and in good repair;
handle her like a real ship; if she boasts an
engine, do all you can to keep it as silent as
possible; cruise her as far and as often as you
can afford the time, fuel and tolls (with fenders
inboard when youre under way). And if you
live aboard her make sure nobody wonders how.
This way we can “ practically demonstrate the
attractions of canals,” and “advance our cause

CABIN CRUISERS AN

Two-berth cabin cruise
Converted steel lifeboat

combustion engines for propelling canal barges
. .. It is exceedingly doubtful whether it would
pay in this country. The chief reason for this is
that . . . the locks on most of the canals are far
too small to admit anything larger than the

It is good to see the chairman has revived his

"Phone:

STAINES :

CLASSIFIED ADVE]
Address box number r
Number, Barge Tuba,
West Byfleet, Surrey.

c

column in this issue.
In it, he mentions some
ways in which members can speed the efforts and
aims of the association. There are others, more

MID

STAINES,

letters. Floating Castles, based on wide boats,
are the company’s latest project. The activity and

consequent revenue both will bring to the canal
company must be considerable. This may well be
the answer to the concern this branch has been
feeling for the canal’s future. Time will show.

More obvious

J. Tims & S.

Boats for

toilet — good
Berks.

condition,

#375 о.п.о.

К. А.

mere Avenue, Shirley, Su

2105.

Crew war

See the Rally by Hors
crew wanted for any per
horse-drawn narrow boat
No pay —s
—Oxford.
Apply David Godfrey, 73
Morden, Surrey.

FOR HIRE AN

Privately owned conver
For hire during summer ai

4-6, fully equipped. Russ
engine. All particulars fr
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CRUISERS

LTD.

FERRY

YACHT

STATION

THAMES DITTON, SURREY

Tel.: Emberbrook 1078 (3 lines)
Alternate Turn-round Points at Reading and Brinklow (near Coventry)

The finest and largest fleet of self-drive hire cruisers on the Thames and Canals
————==

Our craft cruise on the Upper Thames, Oxford, Grand Union,
Wey Navigation, Coventry, Trent & Mersey and other Canals
MODERN SELF-STARTING DIESEL & PETROL ENGINES
ELECTRIC
LIGHT, SAFETY GAS INSTALLATIONS
Foam rubber mattress.

Refrigerators.
Gas cookers with ovens.
Running hot water systems.

‘‘Kepkold cold boxes.

—0

FULL DETAILS IN OUR NEW 1961 92-PAGE ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE

Obtainable for 1/- post free from our head office.

PORTABLE

BOATS

LIMITED.

CANOE and FOLDING BOAT SPECIALISTS
Sole U.K: Agents for... . .

KLEPPER

FOLDING

CANOES

and the sensational

KLEPPER

MASTER

DINGHY

all-in-one a fast Speedboat, Sailing Dinghy or Runabout.
Unsinkable and yet packs inside the car!

Full range of prefabricated canoe kits and all materials
The KLEPPER “MASTER” and most canoes are freely available in Twickenham
demonstration by appointment.
Delivery from stock.
Deferred payments.
10% deposit and only 8% on balance.
Folding canoes hired for use anywhere, home or abroad.
18,

BEAUCHAMP

ROAD,

Suppliers to the Admiralty,

TWICKENHAM,
War Office,

MIDDX.

(POPesgrove 8979)

Royal Air Force and Municipal Authorities.
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