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Look Back With Gratitude
—says Region Chairman, Dave Moore

As the post-Christmas television is obsessed with reviewing the past year it seems an
appropriate opportunity for me to look back at my first year as Region Chairman.
Two things were said to me when I was elected to this position. Mike West, my
predecessor, told me I would learn more about the waterways of the SE corner of
England in the next year that I had during the previous ten years. Neil Carter
prophesied that now I would find out what working for IWA was really about. Both
these things have come true. I travelled many miles during National Waterways
Fortnight and saw waterways as far apart as Lechlade, Amberley and Heybridge Basin.
I achieved one ambition, to sail on a Thames barge, although a second trip which
would have given me a close view of the Thames barrage was unfortunately cancelled,
due to bad weather.
At all the meetings and events I attended I was impressed by the enthusiasm of those
organising and taking part. It is easy to be enthusiastic on a sunny day with plenty of
boats and people at your event. The real test is when you are up to your ankles in
mud, it’s still raining, few if any arelikely to turn up and you sti// have to push the hotdog van out of the mud. Tothis dedicated band I say a big “Thank you”. Thank you
for carrying on in spite of the lack of response to your appeals for help and thank you
for your forbearance of a chairman whostill has much to learn about the varied and
complex problems of a large region like ours.
Whilst I am saying my thanks I must mention Frank Greenhow who hasedited
‘Windlass’ for the last two years, and whose final issue this is. I believe we need to
communicate with our members and that a region magazine, backed up if need be by
branch newsletters, is the best and most economical way ofachieving this. Frank has
done an excellent job over the past two years in spite of considerable financial
constraints which have been imposed on him, and I am deeply grateful. His successor is
Hugh Perks who I am sure needs little introduction to mariy of you. I hope that you
will give Hugh the same co-operation by getting your reports, articles, etc., to him in
good time for each issue. It is our intention to make ‘Windlass’ a better and more
interesting magazine, but to do this we will need your reports and articles for
publishing.
Let me end on a sad note. You will have read elsewhere about the tragic death of
Andrew Dobson who wrote theleader in the last issue. I can only add my condolences
to those already sent to his family and friends.
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NOTICE OF R
Notice is hereby given that the AGMso
below:
Date
Region/Branch
Thu 17 May
Region
Thu 19 April
Bucks
Guildford & Reading Mon 19 Marct
Hertfordshire

Tues 20 Marck

Kent & East Sussex
London
Oxford

Sat 24 March
Thu 15 March
Wed 14 March

Fri 23 March
Solent & Arun
Agenda
1. Apologies for absence
2. Minutes of previous AGM
3. Matters arising
4. Chairman’s Report
Secretary’s Report
5.
Nominations for committee members :
seconder and the nominee. Nominatior

as appropriate not less than 14 days bet

BWB DREDGING REPORT

At the London Branch meeting in Octob
answered questions, it became obvioustk
result Mr. Smith invited us, i.e. YOU, t
(D.L.Smith, London Area Engineer, BV
1LA). I subsequently suggested that BW

of current dredging operations and it is h
Report will be a regular feature of Windle

BWB accepts that the Oxford Canal despe
Engineer's area but no dredging is taking ;

WALKS ALONG THE REC

The year 1984 sees the start of yet anothe
and conducted by Dr Michael Essex-Lop
the walks taking place early in the year.]
lasts about two hours and for which each
years Dr Essex-Lopresti has handed over
The walks which take place on the first S
evenings, start at Camden Town underg
Pancras and Islington Tunnel and finish

Paddington pass close to the Zoo and Me:
station. A full list of the dates on which tl

reminders will be published in each issue
Walks to Islington at 2.30pm on Sunday:
December 2 and at 6.15pm on Tuesday ,
Walks to Paddington at 2.30pm on Sund
and at 6.15pm on Tuesday June 19 and
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Editors Notes

A New Editor For Windlass
Richard Hugh Perks takes over as Editor of Windlass on the day the present issue reaches your
letterbox.
Hugh Perks’ name will already be known to many of you, for he has long been known forhis
love and deep knowledge of East Anglian waterways, particularly the Broads and the Fens, and
of coastal creeks and tidal rivers. He is also deeply interested in water transport.
SE Region is singularly fortunate in securing his services as Editor for Hugh already has many
claims upon his time quite apart from the necessity to earn his living—a problem of which most
of us are already only too well aware!
Hugh is anxious to hear from Region, Branch and Canal Society correspondents—and indeed
any one at all—so please send him your letters, your comments, your brickbats and bouquets,
and your photographs. He also wants news of Region and Branch activities and ofrestoration
projects as well as short articles.
Richard Hugh Perks’ address is: Weald Cottage, Eastling, Faversham, Kent ME13 0BA.
So come on, this is just the chance you have all been waiting for to burst into print!
The Arun Chalk Barge Society
Pat Arman, Chairman of the Society, tells us that the Barge has been offered to the Ellesmere
Port Boat Museum who have accepted and hopeto collectit early in 1984. Patfeels it will have
a good home there and has expressed to Kent and East Sussex Branch the Chalk Barge
Society’s thanks forits help with the restoration appeal.
Andrew Dobson
Readers of Waterways will already be aware of Andrew Dobson’s tragic death in a motor
accident which occured shortly after he had left me his copy for the last issue of Windlass.
Andrew had become a tower ofstrength in London Branch and his enthusiasm and great
ability will be sorely missed.
Red Face Department
In writing about the response to John Clinch’s idea on page seven of the last issue, I got Lorna
and Danny Grigg’s surname all wrong bycalling them ‘Gilga’. Please accept my sincere
apologies, Lorna and Danny Grigg.
Wey and Arun
The recent coverage given on the work on the Wey and Arun has excited someinterest from
IWA members and, not unnaturally, some of them have had a wish to see the work which has

been completed by the Canal Trust. But we must remind readers that the Wey and Arun
Canal is now on Private Land. Those worksites not accessible by public footpaths (as shown
on current Ordnance Survey maps) can ONLY be visited during an Official Working Party.
Details of these can be obtained from Sally Thomson (Tel: Hassocks 6172) or John Ward
(Tel: Shere 3253).

MAJOR EVENT ON THE BASINGSTOKE

Saturday 9 June will see the re-opening of the centre section of the Basingstoke Canal. From Ash
Lock (No.29) across the Ash Embankment, through Deepcut and down the Frimley flight of 14
locks to lock No.15 at Pirbright Bridge. This 7% mile section which has had the major weight of
restoration since 1976 will be officially declared open, adding to the 15 mile Hampshire stretch
already navigable. IWA members with trailable boats up to 25 foot are being invited to apply for
an application form to attend this memorable event. Parking, for cars and trailers, will limit the

number of boats that can be accommodated over this weekend,so early application is
recommended. Special licences will be issued for the three days of this weekend if members do not
already hold a licence. A brass plaque will be available to commemorate the event (cost to be
advised). It is hoped to accommodate boaters who wish to camp near the canal and to organise
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Thursday 15 March: Branch AGM—please note that in addition to the published agenda of page
3 ofthis issue the following items will also be included on the agenda for the meeting: Planning
Sub-Committee’s Report. Branch Policy. Appeal for active volunteers. Liaison with other bodies.
The AGM will befollowed by the usual social gathering featuring “The BCN” by
Farrand Radley, OBE.
Thursday 12 April: “More French Waterways” —Hugh McKnight.
Thursday 17 May: The programmefor this meeting has yet to be arranged but the Region
AGM will precede the Branch meeting.
Boat Trip: Another Canal and Rivertrip on ‘Clairest’ to the Thames Barrier including
Limehouse Basin, River Lea and Bow locks has been arranged. Commencing 12 noon at Mile
End Locks and returning at 5pm on Saturday 2 June. Fare £5.50. The licensed bar can provide
coffee etc., but bring a packed lunch. A map showing embarkation points, nearest tube stations
and car parks will be sent on receipt of application. Please send remittance with SAE to
Len House, 69 Finsbury Park Road, London N4 2JY
(Tel: 01-226 1775). If there is sufficient demand a further trip at the same time will be run on
Saturday 14 July.
Little Venice Revisited: Make a note in your diary for this event, known as the Canalway
Cavalcade, which takes place on 12/13 May.

report, naturally, mentions some shortco
the National Trust with limited resource
Wychwood, The Ridgeway, Cranleigh
stamped addressed foolscap envelope an
Ulick would also like to thank all memb
Although there have been no recent dev
have the evidence onfile, ready to prese
River Wey users may have been surpris
February. Be assured that we have expr
notice given for this stoppage, but we un
suddenly assumed emergency status bec
near the lock.
BRANCH PROJECTS
The Branch is engaged in two projects w
members. Firstly, we are about to refurb
restoration project at Lock 1 on the Basi
ordinary as far as carpentry or other pra
the Branch Secretary at Marlow (06284)
talking. We need someone to look aftert
rallies, etc., as a way of raising money fo
An unusual and rewarding task in wate
to help but who also wants to choose wh
Yateley (0252) 875088.

Guildford and Reading Branch

Kent and East Sussex Branc

ー#

Branch Meetings: All Guildford meetings held at British Telecom Sports and Social Club, Bell
House, Leapale Lane, Guildford commencing at 7.30pm.
Friday 24 February: Joint meeting with K&A Trust. Southcote Library, Coronation Square,
Southcote, Reading.
Monday 19 March: AGM. Film, noggin and natter evening.
Monday 16 April: Joint meeting with Wey and Arun Trust. Speaker: Gordon Connell
“The Maritime Trust Historic Ship Collection”.
Working Parties: Lock 1—Basingstoke Canal, 3rd Sunday of the month, details from Working
Party Organiser, Dick Harper-White, Weybridge 42074.
2nd ANNUAL BASINGSTOKE CANAL SMALL BOAT CRUISE
On Easter Sunday, 22 April, the IWA Guildford and Reading Branch will be holding another
Basingstoke Canal Small Boat Cruise. Open to all small boats, the cruise will start at 10am from
North Warnborough lift bridge and proceed via a lunch stop at a canalside pub to Ash Lock,
Aldershot, a distance of about 14 miles. Return transport to the start will be available if required,
Basingstoke Canal one-day licences (approx 50p) will be available from the organisers on the day,
and commemorative certificates will be awarded to all boats taking part. This length of the
canal passes through delightful parts of the Hampshire countryside and is well worth exploring by
boat. At presentit is accessible only to boats that can be launched over the bank, although the
organisers are engaged in campaigning for the provision of slipways at suitable points on the canal.
Over half the length ofthe canal is now usable again, and it would demonstrate appreciation of the
restorers’ efforts to have a good turn out of boats on this occasion. If intending to participate,
please advise Tony Davis (Tel: Weybridge (0932) 44261), from whom any other information may
also be obtained.
BASINGSTOKE CANAL LICENCES
Ever with an eye to the future, your committee is now considering the various aspects of boat
licencing on a fully restored Basingstoke Canal, and they would like to hear members’ views on
this subject. Please send your opinionsto the Branch Secretary (address on page 2).
RIVER WEY
Our River Wey representative, Ulick Palmer, has compiled a report on the River Wey and
Godalming Navigations as they were in October 1983. It is hoped that, as well as being of interest,
the report will serve as a yard-stick against which to measure changes in the future. Although the

Wednesday 25 January: ‘Up the Cut'—
Emerson. 7.30 for 8pm at the Kelsey А
Wednesday 1 February: An illustrated
Wey and Arun Canal Trust. 7.30 for 8p
Wednesday 22 February: An illustrated
G. W. Robinson, Rivers Manager. 7.30
Kent, opposite Sports Centre.
Saturday 24 March: AGM followed by
and a French Waterway Saga. 7.30 for 8
Friday 27 April: Branch Annual Dinne
for 8.30pm. Menu to your choice at £8.8
K&ES Branch to Ian Dempster, 16 Dixv

Sunday 13 May: River Rother Rover.
beyond with refreshment and other stalls

is welcome. Further details and entry for
Telephone: 356412.
Sunday 10 June: River Medway Sponsc
suitable for walkers of every capability. R
no transport. Particulars from Wally No

Oxford and South Bucks Br:
Oxford—Meetings held each month at
Club, Frenchay Road, Oxford.

Wednesday 8 February: “The Importa
Chiltern Tourist Board.

Wednesday 14 March: AGM followed
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Wednesday 11 April: ‘Water Use by Vegetation—some studies at home and abroad’—Dr. John
Roberts of the Institute of Hydrology.
Wednesday 9 May: Long Distance Footpaths.
Banbury—Meetings held each month at 8pm at Spiceball Mill, Banbury.
Tuesday 28 February: “The Norfolk Broads’ —with Willie Arnold.
Tuesday 27 March: ‘Amongst My Souvenirs —Malcolm Braine, boat builder.
Tuesday 24 April: ‘Waterways of South East Asia’—by John Clinch.
Tuesday 29 May: Film evening.
Buckinghamshire—Meetings held each month at 7.45pm in the Bailey Room, The Crown
Hotel, Amersham.
Thursday 15 March: Reflections of Cruising Commercial Waterways’ —Dennis Parkhouse.
Thursday 19 April: AGM—followed by a speaker.

News from Canal
SURREY AND HAMPSHI

Volunteer restoration work on the Bas
restoration of two more locks is now c
At the Woodham flight of locks a loca
restoring lock 5 since late 1978. They
fitting ofits gates. This party is now s
the St Johns flight of locks, the scene o
SHCS and other volunteers started wo

worked on most weekends, and chamb
round the corner, has now becomethe

worked on whenever possible. If you w
on this flight, you should contact Mike

THANKS: Morvyn Phillips, Pam Pugh and all the Branch Committee wish to express warm
thanks to all who attended our Cheese and Wine Party, and particularly to all who helped to make
it such a success.

UPPER THAMES AND ‘TOKEN TON’: Our campaign to restore navigation from Lechlade,
the present practical limit, to Cricklade, still the legal limit of navigation, started with a feasability
study, and has continued with Spring Rallies and Lechlade, now becoming an annual event, when
many canoes and very small craft use this shallow and weedy stretch of water. Now in order to
reassert and keep ourright,it is our plan for 1984 to actually run a genuine cargo of 1 ton right up
to Cricklade. The idea is to ask the City Fathers of Coventry to sponsor thisload, preferably
representative of Coventry’s industrial expertise, made up into half-hundredweightlots (in case we
have to porterage the shallows). We start off from Coventry basin on May 7, with a send off by
the Lord Mayor and other dignitaries, and arrive at Cricklade June 16/17, to fit in with our
Spring Rally. Six weeks have been allowed for the journey so we can stop off en route to take part
in civic receptions etc., attracting as much publicity as possible, setting up exhibitions of goods
carried, and asking the Mayor of Chairman to present a civic greeting to be carried to the Mayor
of Cricklade. Towing crews will be from all the associations’ and allied organisations members en
route, and we hope for TV coverage, especially the last few miles of jungle and mangrove swamp
to Cricklade, and we hope a great deal of public interest and support.

Solent and Arun Branch

Thursday 16 February: ‘Waterways Wanderings'—John Gagg at St. Mary’s Hall, Goring-bySea. Worthing, at 7.30pm.
Friday March 23: AGM, Fernleigh Centre, North Street, Chichester at 7.30pm.
Sunday 13 May: 2nd Annual Arun Sponsored Cruise, Pulborough to Pallingham, (suitable for
canoes andlight craft). For details contact G. Skinner. Tel: Worthing 203514.
Sunday June 10: AWEY DAY 84—Wey and Arun Canal Trust Sponsored Walk. For details
contact D. Ball. Tel: Horsham 54437.
OBB
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SILVER SWORD AWARD

Amongthose recently awarded a Silver Sword
is M. H. Boudier (London Branch), whose
boat is ‘Drusilla’.
Dee
PAPA OA

SMALL ADS

MAYLAND Family Sixteen—galley, Honda
7.5, trailer. £1999 or without Honda £1850.
Silverend (0376) 84349.
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WEY AND ARUN CANAL
RESTORATION PROGRESS—AN

Earlier this year, this footbridge over th

derelict lock near Loxwood, West Suss

completely rebuilt, the work taking abo
months. The restoration was largely fu
the West Sussex County Council, supp
the local Loxwood Parish Council and
actual work undertaken by youngsters
employed under the MSC youth emplo
schemes, together with a most able sup
As the engineer’s report showed the br
abutment walls to be unsound, they w
dismantled stone by stone, then new

foundations were laid, and the walls th
rebuilt to modern standards. A new br
deck was cast in reinforced concrete, an

and a ‘kissing’ gate were erected to fin
favourable, asit is in a popular walking
pleased to see a bridge over the canal r

A WEY DAY 1984

Our Annual Sponsored Walk, still the
stages and, as usual, an interesting and
within the capabilities of members and
title, we are returning this time to the
circular route is planned from Shalford
old Guildford-Horsham railway line, p
countryside between Hascombe and G
delights of the upper navigable length
As usual, plentiful refreshments will be
lunch, and a traditional real-ale bar at
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Our aim is to make the day as enjoyable and interesting as possible for the participants, who we
hope, for their part, will get themselves as highly sponsored as possible. We also hope to
incorporate one or two innovations this year, to add to the interest for our walkers. The date is
10 June, so please book it now. As we also need an army of 40 or so helpers on the organisational
side, such as marshals, lunch and refreshments servers, etc., anyone who feels able to help the
Trustin this respect (and thusrelease the regulars to walk!) will be very welcome. Further details
and a sponsor form are available from David Ball, 12 Station Road, Horsham, West Sussex.
Tel: Horsham 54437. Last year our walk raised over £5300, but as we have spent about £13000 on
restoration in 1983, we must replenish our funds with gusto in 1984 to maintain this excellent rate
of progress. If you can help in any way please get in touch now!
UI

THE WESTEL CANOE TOURIST TRIAL
BASINGSTOKE CANAL—SUNDAY 15 APRIL

The 1984 Westel Canoe Tourist Trial, jointly organised by the Westel Canoe Club and the Surrey
and Hampshire Canal Society, will take place on the Basingstoke Canal on Sunday 15 April,
based at the usual venue at Reading Road Wharf, Fleet, Hampshire. This event was first run in
1978 and in its first year attracted 350 canoes and regularly attracts around 400 now. Its popularity
is due to the fact that canoeists of all ages can take part, be they expert or novice, or whether they
just enjoy touring or are used to competitive events. It is over one of five set distances, 6, 12, 20,

30 or 40 miles with various time options in each distance category ranging from slow to fast times.
It is not a race, and every paddler who finishes qualifies for a certificate recording the time taken and
every entrant will receive a memento in the form of an incised mug.
The eventstarted as a result of the growing interest in the Basingstoke Canal as it was being
restored and uses both dredged and undredged sections of the canal between Odiham and
Deepcut. It is an ideal opportunity to see the glorious scenery of the canal in springtime. The Trial
is probably the largest of its kind on the canal system in Britain and in 1983 attracted canoeists
from Belgium and Holland who enjoyed the experience of canocing on a contour canal.
Theentry fee will be £1.90 and this will cover the canal licence, soup/cold drinks, the certificate
and the memento of the event. Full details and entry forms from: Jeff Simmons, 52 Ashgrove

GUILDFORD FESTIVAL

After the success of the 1983 inaugural
similar event in 1984 between 5 and 15
playing a leading role.

The style of the Festival will be a little
events and sub-committees which we h
events and the co-ordination will be do
consist of sports, arts and river-based e
may, of course, take place in Guildford
publicised in the Festival Programme.

Theriver-based events planned are: A
A River Carnival with a procession of
contests and other displays.
A Firework Display and a Gathering o

The riverside events are expected to be
period.

Anyone interested in bringing an histor
to contact Ulick Palmer (Guildford and1
Wychwood, The Ridgeway, Cranleigh

The Festival will also be particularly su

boat. It was impressive, last year, to se

Summer and so, if you trade or seek p
you will find the Guildford Festival wor

It would help if you could let me know
publicity material can be prepared in g

Road, Ashford, Middlesex TW15 1PG. Tel: Ashford 55085 or from Mrs. Rosemary Millett,
14 Dinorben Close, Fleet, Hampshire GU13 9SW. Tel: Fleet 7364. Please enclose SAE. Entries

close April 1st.
———Ñ———.——

SLOUGH CANAL SOCIETY
The Slough Canal Society was formed in 1980 as a result ofthe highly successful Slough Canal
Festival. However, at the recent AGM, it was decided to wind up the society as it did not prove
possible to form a workable committee. Some continuity will be assured as the Grand Union
Canal Society are prepared to accept the current members as full members of the GUCS until
June 1984. Duringits existence, the Slough Canal Society saw the upgrading of the Slough Arm of
the Grand Union Canal from Remainder Waterway to Cruise-way status, thus ensuring the
future ofthe canal under the management of the BWB. The SCS was responsible for the Slough
Canal Centenary Festival held in 1982 to celebrate the completion ofthe canal to Slough from its
junction with the main line at Cowley some five miles distant. For further information, contact the
GUCS at 65 Whitby Road, Ruislip, Middlesex.

Ulick Palmer, Wychwood, The Ridg
From:

WELCOME SPRING 1984

Come to the Stort Boat Rally at The Moorhen, Harlow Town lock, organised by the Lea and
Stort Development Committee and the Harlow District Council Leisure Services. It will be held on
the 5th, 6th and 7th of May. A variety of events on Sunday 6 May for boaters and the public.
10

I am interested in attending the Guildfo
(Please delete as appropriate)
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UNIQUE BCN LANDMARK SAVED!
Until recently, this unique bascule lifting bridge spanned the Walsall Canal, at the heart of the
Birmingham Canal Navigations. It formed a vital road link between two parts of the GKN works
at Darlaston, on either side of the waterway, but, due to the closure of one half of the factory, the
bridge became surplus to requirements and was scheduled for demolition.
Fortunately, the demolition contractor was sympathetic to canal restoration and thus, initially,
offered the bridge for its scrap value to the Montgomery Canal project. They could not make use
of it, but contacted the Waterway Recovery Group, who then circulated the offer to other
potentially interested restoration groups. In the end, the Wey and Arun Canal Trust proved to be
the only Trust who had a definite use for the bridge and, more importantly, the wherewithal to
buy the thing there and then.

Photo courtesy of Waterways World magazine

Mr. Owen Jones, Wey and Arun Canal Trust engineer, then visited the bridge to inspect it and to
gather as much information as he could about dismantling the structure, moving it, and re-erecting
it. Negotiations were then made with the demolition contractor, and a figure of £1500, including
transport to West Sussex (no mean feat, when you consider the steelwork weighs about 14%; tons
and the concrete about 24 tons), was settled upon.
At the moment, owing to current commitments, the Trust has no immediate plans to re-erect the
bridge, and in the meantime, itis in store at the Chalk Pits Industrial Museum at Amberley,

West Sussex.
The Wey and Arun Canal Trust have got great pleasure out of being able to rescue this rare piece
of modern canal architecture—the only one ofits kind then on the BCN and, moreover, the only

boat-crew controlled, push-button, electrically operated bridge—from the scrap-heap, and preserve
it for future posterity. We hopeto settle on a site, outofseveral possibilities, in the near future and
make concrete plans to re-erect the bridge within the next 3-5 years.
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