WINDLASS

July, August, September, 1981

Number 159

Godalming Waterways Festival

i

É

É

Y

The River Wey, above Town Bridge, Godalming

Lammas Land, opposite Godalming Wharf. 19-20 September, 1981

In the last edition of Windlass the attractions of visiting the Festival
by boat were spelt out.
However, it is not necessary to own a boat in order to attend
and enjoy the proceedings,
the site is readily accessible by car, bus or train (Farncombe Station)
, and all are welcome,
before,and after, the Festival opens. Why not come along to the Canal and
Folk evening on
Friday, September 18, sing along with David Blagrove,
Rock Salt, Geoff & Jeff, but
chiefly.....。 yourselves!!
On Saturday and Sunday September 19 & 20 all the usual rally attractio
ns will be available,
Continued on page nine
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Editorial
The Editorial for this edition of ‘Windlass’ takes the form of comment on several nonrelated topics which in some ways have interlinked implications.
Firstly, thereis the subject of the late arrival, yet again, of the previous edition. There were
many good excuses, but no sound reasons, why this occurred. Most of the type-setting was
completed in good time, and there were just the final details of Robert Aickman’s Memorial
Evening still to arrive (of which more later). By the time these details had arrived, our
hardworking printer was physically relocating his business premises and once the magazine
was finally printed, the despatch team (& family) were on holiday. These can only be excuses
-they should have been planned for and the magazine should have appeared on time. In
many ways this was the most significant ‘Windlass’ that the present team have prepared....
and wefailed.
Robert Aickman founded a mighty organisation in IWA and we couldn’t even announce his
memorial service in time to enable our readers to attend. There is no meaningful way to
apologise to Robert, or to his friends for this failing, and in a most inadequate manner
‘Windlass’ can only say how desperately sorry we all are that it was this particular edition
that had to go wrong - for there will be no ‘next time’ for us to make it right.
At the memorial gathering to Robert Aickman, which took place at the Royal Society of
Art on 22nd April, Sir Geoffrey de Freitas, President of IWA, Sir Peter Scott and Mr
John Smith, Vice Presidents of IWA all paid tribute to the founder of the Inland
Waterways Association. Sir Geoffrey felt that Robert, a pressure group in himself” hadleft
behind the best memorial of all, a living Association thatis daily continuing with the work
that he himself had started. In his remarks John Smith said that Robert’s fight for the
waterways was his plea for a return to more civilised values, and Sir Peter Scott struck a
most responsive chord when he said that he couldn’t understand why it was that Robert had
never been afforded the recognition of the official ‘honour’ he so richly deserved.
Others taking part were Elizabeth Jane Howard, who read some extracts about the early
days of IWA, and Margaret Rawlings, who read some of Robert’s loved prose and poetry.
There were also some musical memories, and the evening, which was arranged by Jean
Richardson and other friends, ended with Sir Peter Scott quoting a few words from the
epitaph of the poet John Keats,which he felt best summed up the life and works of Robert
Aickman,*...... whose name was writ in water’.

Robert Aickman is remembered perhaps more for his blatant physical campaigning for the
waterways, as much as any other aspect of his involvement with the waterways movement,
and it is not necessarily the wrong place to discuss the attitudes to campaigning that are
presently creating ‘lively’ discussions wherever the dedicated and enthusiastic meet.
As usual, the letter columnsin this edition reveal the differing, but still dedicated, aspects
of our readers’ feelings towards this subject. Some people criticise IWA for lack of present
day campaigning, and it has not been unknown for ‘Windlass’ to voice thoughts along
these lines. It is worth bearing in mind,however, that there are many different ways of
campaigning and ‘getting the point across’. Behind the scenes negotiations, maybe never to
be publicised, can achieve remarkable results, especially when, as in IWA’s case, the
negotiating body has achieved a measure of credibility and respectability. ‘Stand up in
Court’ legal action can achieve great results, both in stopping encroachment of our
interests, and in generating publicity and public awareness of the continual need for
vigilance and action in the protection of the waterways.
In addition, the Region Chairman’s column gives full details of the £20,000 that the
Association is spending this year on various other methods of ‘getting the message across’,
and these are just some of the current ‘campaigning’ projects.
What have come to be regarded as ‘traditional’ rallies with all the razz-mattazz of beer
tents and lotteries, side shows and boat shows, are also a legitimate means of campaigning,
even if the publicity is limited and the main ‘raison d’&tre’ seems to have degenerated into
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by the event was in support of Sir Frank Price’s speech and asked for more Governmental
support for his Board at thiscritical time in the life(and death) of the waterways. Over 150
boats and probably 2000 people attended the event and the Pool has never looked better,
indeed the whole area was literally throbbing with excitement. The Zoo Bus even managed
to maintain its scheduled runs amidst the general melee, and Charlie Greens’ skill in
manoeuvering Water Buffalo” was applauded by all the boaters present, surely the most
critical audience ever visited on a working boatman. His passengers must have wondered at
the sight that mettheir eyes as they navigated their way to the Zoo.
Quite amazing press coverage was achieved with a total of seven different radio spots, one
national spot on BBC TV News, three national Sundays and two national Dailies. There
was also much local paper comment, including the front page of the Oxford Mail - and all
because people like you and people like me said ‘Enough is enough, we protest’ Some
people even wanted to join CANAL (difficult!), many said that the event should have been
seen to be organised by IWA (‘after all, that’s why I pay my subscription’), and many
people generously helped to cover the costs with their donations (from the Bank Managers
indirectly funding the event, many thanks!) It would have been an even more successful
event if you had been there as well.
But perhaps you were at Folly Bridge a fortnight later when the Lee and Stort Development
Committee held a protest Rally to draw attention to the non-repair of Folly Bridge in the
centre of Hertford. Fifty boats made it to the head of navigation on the Lee and much
interest was created locally. The local press turned out in force, including comment in the
local Civil Service Trade Union news letter, and attention was again focused on a closed
and (officially) forgotten corner of the system. It wasn’t an easy event to attend, but again
people like you and people like me made the effort, including much support from nonboating members, many of whom attended Sunday night’s sing-song in The Old Barge,
which could — sadly — become an annual event. Those present were enthralled to hear,
amongst other performances, David Blagrove’s rendition of the modern ‘Single Bollinder
Song’ and his own dramatic verse ‘The Ballad of Blisworth Hill’, which were the highlights
of a memorable evening. The commemorative tape recording was won, not unnaturally,
by Ray Butler, in spite of his slanderous/libellous comments about the‘ Windlass’ teams
boating activities.
Mention of Blisworth Hill leads us naturally on to the next protest rally which took place
at Blisworth and Stoke Bruerne over the Spring Bank Holiday weekend. Again some fifty
or sixty boats were in attendance, only one, suprisingly, had travelled all the way from
London and had attended the other two rallies (even the Editor opted out of this one).
Once again the media turned out. BBC TV*‘Nationwide’ filmed the event on the Sunday
and gave it a national showing on the Monday, and there was also much local press
coverage.
Three separate protests, one general, two specific have now taken place.
SoWhat?
Nothing concrete has resulted, except that the Board have now gone on record with a non
press release from the Chief Engineers Office, which was mysteriously available at the
Stoke Bruerne event. This stated that the problems at Blisworth were undoubtedly due to
the faulty construction by Jessop 200 years ago, (the implication being that he really should
have used 1980(BWB) techniques if he wanted the tunnel to last until the 1980’s, 200 years
is a long time!!) and that contrary to the previous information the repairs would now cost
£1,500,000 (three times the original estimate) and that no start date could be envisaged at
present. A full transcript of thisletter will be available with copies of Council News and
Waterways News at the next meeting of your local TWA Branch or local boat club. But at
least we know where we stand now, which is more than we did before the rally!! So
perhaps something concrete did result, Council has been trying to achieve some sort of
official commentfor the last six months. Although two of these events were ad-hoc nonofficial events, the TWA Council quite naturally fully supported all of these events and
their objectives. And this is the dichotomy that we face, the official campaigning and
policy and what might be called the non-official policy. In my opinion both spheres of
activity are equally right and equally relevant, but, and thisis the big but, both need to be
Association.
Waterways
Inland
the
of
name
the
in
organised
I stated earlier that there is no CANAL organisation, but this non organisation was
responsible for the largest, most successful, waterways prot~st London has ever seen. The
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working WRG team, and Ken Hawkins, a member of Council’s influential F & GP

Committee.
Unfortunately, due to pressure of work and the need to devote more time to the restoration
movement, Graham and Alan have decided to stand down. So far, three other candidates
have come forwards. First is Beverley Stainer, SE Region Secretary. Her involvementin the
publicity of 1980’s National and the recent Little Venice Rally, did much to ensure their success and she is already committed to the equal success of Water Freight 80’s and the 1982
National at Titford Pools in Birmingham. Beverley would be the first (for some considerable time) and only woman on Council. Also standing is David Blagrove, a long-time member of the Association, founder member of what is now Northampton Branch and a previous branch Chairman for many years. David is a well known canal ‘personality’ and responsible, in part, for the success of the Blisworth Protest Rally. Chartered surveyor Hugh
Perks, a conservation surveyor to many historic buildings, is another candidate for election.
Hugh, a former Thames bargeman is consultant editor to Coast and Country and has a considerable knowledge of, and interest in, inland and coastal water freightage. There may be
other candidates as nominations are not due until 1 August, 1981. Windlass is obviously not
campaigning nor yet electioneering, for any one, or all four of these candidates. The choice
is up to all of us, peoplelike you and people like me. I am not saying who to vote for, but for
God's sake, or rather IWA’s sake, do vote for somebody. You merely need to return the
ballot card from the next issue of Waterways on which you vote for the candidate(s) of your
choice in order to add your influence to the Association’s work for the next twelve months.
It’s the only way that changes can be made, if change is what you want. The ‘activists’ of
CANAL, L&SDC and Blisworth might say that change is what we (by which is meant ‘they’)
want, butis it what the silent majority want? Only your votes will answer that question.
Finally, on a slightly lighter note,it is interesting to see that having completely ruined any
attempts at fluent, or indeed any other kind of lockwheeling, at Hampstead Road locks on
the Regents Canal in Camden Town, the CEGB, whose works have completely blocked the
towpath here, and in many other places for the past few years have granted a ‘concession’
whereby a BWB sanitary station key will open the padlocks to boaters about their
legitimate business. Having recently struggled up and down these locks, I, for one, am
extremely grateful that this concession has been negotiated. Nevertheless it’s all rather
strange. The cable is being laid under the towpath on the grounds of economy, but
unfortunately the priority for reinstatement, compared to the speed with which road works
are completed, seemsto be entirely lacking. And the people for whom the canal servesits’
prime purpose are the most greatly inconvenienced. Obviously the CEGB knows as little
about lockwheeling as ‘Windlass’ does about cable laying!!
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MACDONALD MARINE
Cassio Wharf, Watford
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Rapid Progress on the Basingstoke
A joint management committee is to be formed by Hampshire and Surrey County Councils
to run the 32-mile Basingstoke Canal. The unprecedented move was announced at the
Annual General Meeting of the Surrey and Hampshire Canal Society.
The Canal Society has been pressing for the Canal to be managed as an entity in the
interests of creating a uniform standard of maintenance and for the benefit of users.
Angling, boating, natural history and rambling organisations, together with the Canal
Society, will be represented on the management committee which will be formed in the
Autumn.
Over 200 members of the Canal Society attended the Annual General Meeting held at St.
Andrew’s Hall, Frimley Green on Saturday, April 11th.
In a report on the last year’s progress made in restoring the Canal, the Society’s Chairman,
Mr Robin Higgs said that what had been expected to be a year of consolidation had
proved to be one of considerable progress. ‘I do believe we are now past the halfway stage,
and that the momentum will increase as time goes on,’ said Mr Higgs.
The Society had continued to make a significant contribution towards restoration. At the
western end of the canal, voluntary workers had made good progress dredging the
waterway to the extent that 4% miles from North Warnborough to Dogmersfield were
now cleared.
Rapid progress had been made on re-lining the 34 mile Ash embankment which was
expected to be completed and re-filled with waterlater this year. Mr Higgs paid tribute to
the voluntary working parties, lead by Mr Stan Meller, who had laid a railway line along
the embankmentto transportclay for re-lining the water channel. The work is being done
in co-operation with the two County Councils.
Emphasising the need for the Society to continue raising money and attract funds, Mr
Higgs said that the Society now employed 5 fulltime workers on restoring the canal whose
wages would amount to £22,000.

Concluding his report, Mr Higgs recorded the recent deaths of two people who had taken
a specialinterest in the future of the Basingstoke Canal, Mr Robert Aickman, founder of
the Inland Waterways Association, and Mr David Pumfrett, a former Chairman of
Hampshire County Council's Recreation Committee, who had been influential in the
Council’s decision to purchase and restore the waterway.
The Society’s Treasurer, Mr Bryan Jones reported a healthy financial position with an
excess of £12,000 in income over expenditure. But he warned that the Society would have
to raise considerably more money this year in order to meet a planned expenditure of
£48,000.
3
The Society’s President, the Earl of Onslow, announced a decision for a contribution
towards restoration funds to be made from the proceeds of the annual horse trials to be
held at Clandon Park in October.
Mr Ted Williams, the Society’s Membership Secretary, reported a current membership
figure of 1,396.
Thanking the Hampshire and Surrey County Councils, owners of the Canal, for their cooperation over the last year, the Society’s Vice-Chairman, Mr David Millett reported that
the Society now had an active committee in Woking under the chairmanship of Mr Peter
Coxhead, who had organised a successful Woking Town Day attended by the Mayor of
Woking and Cranley Onslow, Member of Parliament for Woking. The Committee had
also raised well over £5,000 from a sponsored walk.
Mr Millett expressed the Society’s gratitude to Mr Richard Allnutt for raising funds from
charitable trusts and to Mr Ted Williams for organising the Society’s annual draw which
had raised over £5,000 in the last three years.
A varied social programme had been run throughout the year, Mr Millett reported,
including weekend trips to other waterways, social evenings at Farnborough and Woking,
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Waterway Proposals i
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same time, they put forward more modest schemes for improving both the Chelmer and the
Can for light craft for some miles upstream by the provision of landing stages and portage
paths around the various weirs.
The latter ideas have been officially adopted by the Council and are to be carried out as
part of a rolling programme of improving riverside facilities. At the same time the major
scheme has been put forward and approved by the Council as a suggestion. Among the
attractions recognised by the Council is the possibility of a public trip boat being able to
operate from Central Park downstream towards Maldon and the attraction of motor
boats being able to penetrate right into the town centre.
The report also notes that Chelmsford Basin is currently unused and, as suggested by IWA,
has a potential for period moorings for motor cruisers and facilities for winter overhaul.
All these ideas have the support of most of the recreational organisations in the town
including the Chelmsford Inland Waterways Advisory Group, an informal organisation
including representatives of the Chelmsford Canoe Club, the Chelmer Lighter Preservation
Society and individual waterway enthusiasts.

Further Restoration at Sudbury Navigation Basin
The River Stour Trust are pleased to announce that the clearance of the second arm of
Sudbury Navigation Basin will be undertaken in July ofthis year.
This hundred yard channel will be cleared in a month long operation by the 819th Civil
Engineering Squadron of the United States Air Force as a practical training exercise for
their men making use of heavy earth moving equipment.
The cut has been disused since the turn of the century and is now completely silted up and
overgrown. When the work is complete it will be transformed into an attractive water area.
As well as providing space for moorings the channel will provide a water access to a
nineteenth century granary, at present derelict, which the Trust hope eventually to acquire
and use as a headquarters and navigation museum.
In response to pressure from the Trust, the owners of the property, which is listed, have
recently carried out repairs to the roof to make it wind and water tight.
When the current clearance project is undertaken the clearance of the Sudbury Navigation
Basin complex will be complete so far as is possible.
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Specialists in Waterside Construction

1. To demonstrate the econom

T. HARRISON CHAPLIN LTD.
EST. 1907

transport.

Please send for ourillustrated brochure
MEADHURST PARK NURSERY

CADBURY ROAD
SUNBURY ON THAMES, MIDDX.
TELEPHONE: SUNBURY 83371

=== RIPARIAN OWNER SERVICE
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London’s Waterways - Tarnish or Sparkle?

all users of the waterways should w
Mr Scotts’ presence did a lot to hel

Over the weekend of 27-29 March, 1981, London Branch held their conference on the future
of London’s waterways at the Ifor Evans Hall of University College, London. Over forty
speakers and delegates attended and the conference must be considered a triumph for the
organisers.
Michael West, the Region Chairman, took over the chairmanship of the conference because of the last-minute illness of Frank Greenhow, who master-minded the event. On the
Friday evening Ilityd Harrington, introducing the conference, gave the BWB view that
London mustseize all opportunities for freight traffic and musttry to educate its citizens to
appreciate the potential uses for amenity and tourism that its waterways offer.
Saturday’s proceedings were opened by Dr David Hilling, the ISG Chairman, who gave an
excellent resumé on the growth and development of a typical port. He related the decline of
the commercial use of London’s waterways to the decline of London as a port. In London
the difficulty in converting the existing inner city docks to specialist handling equipment
precipitated the growth of ports like Tilbury, further downstream. However, Dr Hilling
considered that the future potential of the Thameslies in developing a West London port,
to which Continental self-propelled barges could ply direct. He also thought, that despite
the bad start in the UK for barge carrying systems, and in view of both their continual development overseas and the minimal facilities required, there may yet be a greater use of
these systems in the future on our estuarial waters.
London Branch Navigation and Planning Sub-committee members, David Wood and Chris
Cove-Smith, gave a detailed appraisal of London’s waterways and Marcus Boudier detailed
the various arms and basins off the GU and Regents canal and suggested uses for these
largely unused water spaces.Several exceptions were quoted such as City Road and Battlebridge basins as examples of good use of these spaces. On the other hand, Paddington and
Limehouse were two large spaces, which if developed thoughtfully, could greatly enhance
the potential of London’s waterways. In the afternoon their was a well organised coach
tour of some of the features discussed earlier in the day including Limehouse basin, Battlebridge, St Katherine’s dock and the Bow Back rivers. In the evening an Any Questions?
was held. The commercial use of London’s waterways was discussed at length as was the
need to persuade the public that the capital’s waterways were a going concern. A climate
must be created where business has the confidence to invest in waterway related activities.
Two members of the panel, Mr Tony Scott, of the London Federation of Anglers, and our
National Chairman, John Heap, emphasised the point that boaters, anglers, walkers and

waterways.

Coal and Smokeless Fuel
CANAL & GRAPHIC CARRYING
are pleased to be able to offer a reliable and
independant service to boats and waterside premises
Coal from £75 per ton. Smokeless from £115 per ton.
Fuel oil also available at sensible cost.
Deliveries are made on a regular basis.
For orders or further information contact Bill Blaik,
44 Alexander Park Road, London N10 01-444 0823
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On the Sunday morning Barry Ma
mittee, agreed with Dr Hilling thatt]
lay with self-propelled sea-going bar
als were pessimistic. He also mentic
ivities of the National Dock Labou
Central Area Development Unit, C
Katherine’s Dock, though only one
on balance, and the Canalway Park
heard from the Chairman of IWAA(
Canalway Parks and the Canalway
100% grant from the Countryside C
Michael Westled the final session. F
Parker in summarising the conclusio
Statistics on current potential use of
A financial policy must exist embrac
Paddington and Limehouse Basins d
A continuing dialogue with all like-r
towards the establishment of a Cana
The delegates departed at lunchtim
very interesting and enjoyable but o
velopment of London’s waterways.

Letters to the Papers
It is not unknown for Windlass tc
waterways and how any individual n
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poisoning occured as a result of the
point out that boaters don’t leave le:
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the same time.
While we're on the subject of angler:
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invited to attend a recent IWA Sout
point to arise from this meeting wa.
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Sir, — I read with much interest the letter from

Mr RS Hopkins about preserving wildfowl and
animallife — but he had made the same mistake
as many others in blaming anglers solely for the
decline in allforms of wildlife.
The real culprits are boats and the river
authorities, and not anglers.
The amount of craft using our rivers, streams
and canals has increased by overfifty per cent in
the last ten years.
It is a known fact that a part of all waterfowls’
diet is waterweed of various kinds. Tests have
proved that all weeds are now heavily
contaminated with an agent which is used in
petrol and diesel to reduce engine wear.
This chemical is absorbed straight into the birds’
system, causing high lead levels in the blood.
Then there is the dredging of breeding sites and
food of all kinds in attempts to create more sites
for boats andpublic leisure activities.
So I appealto all wildlife lovers and members of
the RSPCA. They should fight the private
building of boat marinas wherever they occur,
and should complain and produce evidence every
time a water authority moves in with its dredgers.
D J Vincent,

National Anglers’ Council Instructor.
Sir, — As a member of the Inland Waterways
Association, an occasional angler and a lover of
wildlife, I was interested in last week’s letter

from Mr D J Vincent aboutpreserving wildfow!
and animallife.
It may be a fact that waterweed contains lead
which is digested by birds. It is a fact that lead
shot has been found at high concentrations in
their stomachs.
Lead shot tends to be discarded by anglers rather
then by passing boats, as does nylon
monofilament line, which not infrequently
maims wildlife.
Mr Vincent would do well to remember that
thousands of anglersfish in the canals ofBritain,
particularly in the Midlands, water which would
have been filled in many years ago wereit notfor
those whofought to preserve them.
Overwhelmingly the preservationists were people
who had the temerity to wish to use canals for
boats. That fight was partly won, but how long
will the waterways exist without the boats?
Of course there is a case against overuse of
waterways, whether by boats, anglers, waterskiers or dumpers of bedsteads.
W H Hawkes, Regency Walk, Shirley.
Sir, — It was with great interest that I read the

letter by Mr DJ Vincent regarding angling,
wildlife, boating, etc., on canals and navigable
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rivers.
Canals were purpose built waterways specifically
designed to allow boats to cary cargoes from A
to B, the fact that they now provide fishing, plus
many other recreational aspects (towpath
walking, etc), is an additional bonus.
Navigable rivers have had boaters and fish
existing side by side from time immemorial, and
should continue to do so.
If canals were not dredged and maintained, they
would eventually silt up, fall into disrepair, and
become waterless.
For example, Mr Vincent can catch hisfish in the
western end of the Basingstoke canal, but he
won't catch any on the eastern section, because it
hasn’t yet been restored to navigation for boats,
and restocked with fish for the anglers’ benefit
— and a very large part of this restoration has
been done by voluntary labour.
The Inland Waterways Association, of which I
am a member, represents anglers as well as
boaters.
I would suggest we stop slinging mud at each
other and, with our respective boating and
angling bodies, get together to work towards one
basic aim, to make our waterways cleaner, tidier

and more healthy for both the fish and wildlife

and also ourselves.
R R J Brown,

Northwood Road,
Thornton Heath.

Sir, — A high proportion of lead poisoning in
swans is directly attributable to lead shot.
According to the British Trust for Ornighology,
in a limited investigation in the Midlandsinto the
causes of the death of 206 swans, 52 per cent
were shown to have died from lead toxicity
resulting from the ingestion of anglers’ lead split
shot and ledger weights.
The investigation continued and 373 swan
corpses were examined. The gizzard and
intestinal tracts of 173 out of 200 lead poisoned
swans were examined to count and identify
ingested foreign objects — anglers’ lead splitshot were recoveredfrom 150 birds; 29 birds had
also ingested ledger weights.
Other items offishing tackle recovered included
38 hooks. 11 Swivels, three wire traces, two
Newark pinweights and a 5-inch long balsa-wood
float. Nylon fishing line was a common
occurrence.
Modern monofilamentfishing line, cheap hooksto-nylon and split-shot are now part of our
throwaway society and have considerably
aggravated the problem.
We do not blame all anglers for the present state
of affairs.
R J Hopkins,

Executive Director, RSPCA.

Chelmsford Branch Sp

After weeks of planning, Sunda
Sponsored Walk has taken place.
but at least it was dry!
After some delay (the mini-bus wa
rare sight of a WRG Land Rover
bridge to the car park under full
gauges to get in - but that’s anothe
About half-an-hour later aboutsix
Thankfully, most of the mud had d
marshals walked, but there was s
unfortunate lady went face down i
The first six arrived in under 31
arrived anything up to two hour
disappointing, the proceeds were n
have been deducted nearly £1,000 i
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Canal Museum Trust
Mrs Dinah Hutchinson was appointed Chairman and Archivist of the new London based
Canal Museum Trust at the first annual general meeting held on 4th March, 1981. The
Trust has been formed by the Regents Canal Group to advance public education in the
history and use of inland waterways,by the preservation and display, for the benefit of the
public, objects, and other material of historical or other interest associated with inland

waterways.

The Honorary Secretary is John Sell of the Canal Conservation Committee, Camden, and
the Treasurer in Len House of the London Branch of the Inland Waterways Association.
The Trust have under consideration the establishment of a Museum in the Battlebridge
Basin area of Islington in conjuction with the London Narrow Boat Association whose
Chairman, John Yates has served on the steering group. There is also under consideration
the aquisition of a canal barge to serve as a floating base for the Museum until a suitable
land base is established.
Membership of the Trust is open to all persons sympathetic to the objects of the Trust and
the rates for subscription for 1981/2 have been fixed at £3 for full members, £2.50 for
associates, students and seniorcitizens with a corporate membership subscription of £5.

Your Letters
The Editor,

Windlass.

Elm Lane

Reading.

Dear Mr. Editor,

On page 6 of your number 158 edition you say
that you have had no letters against PRON,which
is not perhaps surprising, as those who favour
something are usually more vociferous than those
who are not so much involved.
As one who has been associated with waterways
for probably longer than any of your readers,
(joined IWA almost at beginning and made first
canal trip nearly 50 years ago and still carrying
on) I feel that such campaigns as PRON detract
from the public image of the IWA. You in fact
give the reason why the campaign is a non-starter
in that no Government is likely to grant any
Right of Navigation again and this is obvious.
You go on to say however that the campaign will
draw the public’s attention to the state of the
waterways but why do it in such a roundabout
way?
What we seek is a considerable sum of money to
spend on the waterways and the resultant
increase in employment will probably be more
than results from injecting vast sums into the
nationalised industries such as BL, Steel and
British Airways. However BL etc have greater
shouting power via the Unions and we must
somehow get a greater appeal and work
diplomatically lobbying in places where it has
some appeal. Absolutely essential is the need to
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convince those that matter that we do not just
seek investment in waterways merely to provide
us with good boating facilities, employment per £
spentis probably higher than in most spheres.
I will have no part in a campaign which seeks to
achieve the impossible. It is not even as useful as
wage campaigners who seek 25% increase and
then accept 15%,as we know that any restoration
of the Right of Navigation has gone for ever.
Yours faithfully,

D D Hutchings

The Editor,
Windlass.

The Toll House
Bulls Bridge Wharf,
Southall, Middx.

Dear Sir,

I’ve been giving further thought to the idea of the
restoration of a Public Right of Navigation. It
would seem to me that the principal benefit
would be to oblige the Navigation Authorities to
keep their maintenance and repair stoppages to a
minimum. They would be required to revert to
the now rare situation of maintaining a navigable
channel around their stoppage wherever possible
or ensuring an alternative route, and doing as
much preparatory work as possible in advance
and stopping traffic only when absolutely
necessary. BWB in particular now have a two or
three week stoppage to put on new gates as a

matter of course rather than the day o
might be essential, and an enforcab
would obviously be to the boa

advantage.
On the other hand there are great ben
only theoretical unless they are pressed

the present statutory obligation to
waterways to particular minimum sta
Navigation Authority might be able to
a PRON is being upheld even if al
navigate is a canoe. It is obviously
satisfactory that they be obliged to ma
given explicit standards, particularly in
the maximum dimensions of craft. At
instance anyone with a craft drawing
less who hits the bottom in the navigab
between London and Birmingham sh
a claim for damages against BWB, w
statutory obligation to maintain that d
the 1968 Transport Act.
The Board try to evade this
maintenance obligation by mean
Licence Conditions (Aug. 1980) wh
licence holderis forced to agree to. Tw
Conditions are that the licensee is
responsible for any obstruction caus
vessel (for instance were it stuck in an
bridgehole), and that the licensee
“indemnify the Board... against a
for... damage to property” (e.g.
“arising out of... the state of the
waterways.... whether or not.... caus
act or neglect of the Board”. These C
apply to all classes of mobile craft,
Hire, Commercial, and Mobile House
would appear to be in breach of recentc
protection legislation given BWB's
statutory maintenance commitmen
consumer protection would not necessa
were there simply an undefined
Navigaiton.
In respect of the Board's various C
generally, it has always seemed ratheri
that their Byelaws must receive Parl
approval but that they can effective
these at their whim by means of non
conditions.
But to return to their statutory obligati
money the Board have available
predominantly for worksin the interest
safety. Very little gets spent on works
of navigational problems such as dre
would actually benefit Sir Frank Price’
more money if every time your boa
obstruction in the navigable channel y
postcard to the relevant Engineers o
Inspector telling him so. A Treasury o
be shown a leaking embankment and a
need of money for repair. He won’t a
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against encroachement by central government.
Nationalisation of many of the navigations and
of the railways brought them into public
ownership together in 1948 and it was largely
against encroachment by the railways that
navigation rights on these waterways existed.
Not surprisingly, the 1968 Act abolished these
rights. And Navigation rights, performing their
original purpose, are very important and must be
firmly defended, as they were, successfully, in
the passing of the Anglian Water Act. And
anyone who thinks the government, any
government, will provide us with a stick with
which to beatit is living in cloud-cuckoo-land’’.
This, 1 believe, is the political realism of the
situation. Pro-PRON, anti-PRON and don't
know PRONare, I hope, united in wanting the
maximum maintenanceit is possible to achieve,
it is a question of how best to reach for that goal
and here perhaps a little history may help. The
Kennet & Avon Canal was closed, except for
some isolated sections, in 1951 in spite of the
existence of a public right of navigation.
Seventeen years later the navigation right was
abolished during which period the canal had
remained closed. By contrast the Ashton Canal
was re-opened in 1974 without the existence of
any navigation right.
David Blagrove quotes from the judgement of
Mr Justice Roxburgh, and the result of that case

was for the plaintiff who had suffered loss
because of the closure of the navigation. The
plaintiff was, quite rightly, awarded damages but
what Mr. Blagrove does not say is that the
navigation was not re-opened as a result of the
case and,yes, it is part of the very same Kennet &
Avon mentioned above.
1 started this letter by saying that it is heartening
to find so many members showing enthusiasm
for the cause. It would be even moresoif they
directed their undoubtedtalentsto writing to the
Secretary of State for the Dept of the
Environment or if they prefer to the Prime
Minister,
arguing the
case
for
better
maintenance. I am sure Windlass would be
pleased to print copies of what they wrote. This
would, surely, be of more practical use.
Yours faithfully,
R Oakley
Chairman, IWA South West Region
The Editor,
Windlass.

Mill Street,
Bishops Stortford, Herts.

Dear Sir,
May I, through your pages, put a point to the
regional membership.
What I would like to ask is, is the current IWA
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membership at £6.50 worth paying?
When I was persuaded to join at the 1979 Boat
Show I was given a whole list of reasons why I
should join.
Let me say here that I have been a waterways and
shipping enthusiast for many years, although I
am not a boat owner. I have however, subscribed
to Waterways World since the firstissue.
Now let me examine what benefits I get from
IWA membership. I get very little for my £6.50. I
am too far from any branch meeting centre and
so my only benefit is magazines. Since joining,
Windlass has dropped from six to four issues a
year, and is now so reduced in size as to be hardly
worth looking at. The Spring issue cannot be
worth much more than 20p + postage. I would
be surprised if 50% of my subscription brings
any return. As to the campaigning section, at
IWAthis appears to be a toothless inactive body
whoare able to do verylittle.
When my subscription is due again next January
1 shall seriously have to decide ifit is worth my
while to renew solely for the purpose ofreceiving
seven magazines, which by the time of receipt are
largely out of date.
Yours sincerely,
B F Bridges

PS “Around the Region” is a complete waste
of paper and should gofirst.

of the Third World, not to us as we
driven, between the lush meadows of
Secondly, until we make the canal
pay their way, we shall always be
every change in the financial policies
Yours faithfully,
Derek Thorogood

The Editor,
Windlass.

High Street

DearSir,
Couldn’t ‘Around the Region’ in
cut out altogether? As most of the
already taken place when we get the
can’t see that this information
important’ as stated in the second p
your editorial in Windlass 158. On t
it is useless!
Perhaps, therefore, these pages
allocated to something useful - like m
or regular items that will not disappe
Yours faithfully,
Martin Wesley.
The Editor,
Windlass.

B
Winche

Dear Sir,

The Editor,
Windlass.

Fairlawn Drive,
East Grinstead, Sussex.

DearSir,

Windlass No. 157 is a lively issue, but I think it is
sad you and your correspondents spend so much
energy pleading for more Governmentfinance to
help the inland waterways.
I am an occasional boating holiday maker. It is
good that the Government should contribute to
leisure and recreation, but why should we expect
the State to subsidise our holidays?
A week on a narrow boat this Summer will cost
around £200. Perhaps for your next issue you
mightinvite a financial expert from BWB to tell
us how much of this £200 will go to the Board
and how much more the Board would need: —
To maintain all existing waterways in good
working order, and
To carry out restoration of derelict navigations
within a reasonable time scale, and
To establish a modest programme for extending
the network, especially in attractive scenic areas.
This may appear a tall order, but I believe that
there are two valid arguments for self
sufficiency.
Firstly, the Government should give any spare
cash it has to help the homeless and the starving

I have been reading the corresponde
deterioration of the canal system w
Two points occur to me (i) The IWA should take the BWB
immediately to enforce their legal
Apart from anything else, this
valuable publicity on the true st
waterways.
(ii) At the same time the IWA shou
public relations campaign to pe
Government thatit is desirable to sp
on capital projects to reduce unem
Since areas other than canals are likel
from such activity - the IWA shou
joining with other groups to promo
(such as British Rail etc.)
The odd thing is that while the main c
collapses,
the
restoration
mov
flourishing! - in several instances o
which are obscure or have little
ultimate success. Surely this is misapp
effort? (Don’t misunderstand me
decrying major restorations, suc
Basingstoke or Kennet and Avon Can
present situation we are liable to end
few ‘restored’ stretches, while the
system collapses. Perhaps then the
movement will turn its attention to
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us is the Thames and Severn Canal, where we
have been making great headway. Most of the
time has been spent on tree clearance. Since last
summer we have recovered a one mile section by
hand in just five visits. We also spent a very
active winter camp here and cleared a quarter
mile section from Sapperton Tunnel's west portal.
So, if you fancy getting away from London once
a month, contact me at 83 Edgwarebury Lane,
Edgware, Middlesex HA8 8LZ, or ring 01-985
7709 (evenings) for more information.
Yours faithfully,
Jeremy Frankel.
The Editor,
Windlass.

Brandon Gardens,
London, W3

Dear Sir,
I was facinated to read IWA Council News No
62 at this month’s Branch meeting, and to learn of
the considerable amounts of money being made
available to fight legal battles against various
waterway undertakings. It is interesting to note
that, once again, money has to be spent in order
to keep the Anglian Water Authority at bay,
especially after the previous long drawn outlegal
proceedings involving AWA which lead to the
establishment of the ‘Camapign for Rights of
Navigation’ fighting fund. I see that we are also
spending money on the battle to protect the
Middle Level against the creeping closures being
inflicted by the ML Commissioners, and are
helping the Yorkshire Derwent Trust in their
‘discussions’ with YWA. Fairly large sums of
money are also Being made available to various
restoration societies. I must say that I am
delighted to see that the IWA continues to spend
money on what may seem to be fairly esoteric
causes, although so far not a penny for
Blisworth.
What about the maintenance and restoration of

the publicly ownedmain network? Whyis it that
conspicuous by its absence is any suggestion that
our ‘Council News declared to be’ campaigning
organisation has ever, should ever, or will ever
even consider taking any sort of action, public,
private or legal, to persuade the British
Waterways Board to even pay lip-service to the
statutory legal obligations they are under to
maintain OUR canals? What is it that makes
BWB so different from the AWA, the YWA or
the Middle Level Commissioners? The continual
closure of Blisworth Tunnel only serves to
highlight all the other problems such as reduced
draft and width caused by failure to maintain to
the standards specified.
Perhaps BWB are seen to be too large to take on,

②②

perhaps they have friends in high places, perhaps
we don’t want to upset them, perhaps we've
becomejusta little too friendly and respectable?
To paraphrase David Blagrove's recent question
I only ask because we have a right to know.
Yours inquisitively,
T Payne.
The Editor,
Windlass.

Cooper Grove,
Fareham.

DearSir,
In Windlass 156 and 157 you asked for a verse to
commemmorate an embarrassing incident during
canal cruising.
Although I don’t think mine can be set to the
Bolinder Song, 1 thought you might like to read
it anyway.
Yours sincerely,
R W Butt

Barnton Barney
A pair of novices, my wife and I,
By T and M we ventured north,
To see the sights of Anderton,
But further took our course.
All went well to Barnton and into the
gloom we came.
Unaware through its kinky lengths that others
were doing the same.
We didn’t possess Gagg’s Tunnel Book
and ignored the approaching light,
But did slow down I’m pleased to say
and kept well to the right.
Now its plain to all that know that
soon disaster struck,
And in that blooming, kinky tunnel, we
were firmly stuck.
With pushing and heaving, (and some swearing too)
We both made one last effort and the
other craft withdrew.
We were very thankful to reverse without
much fuss.
The obvious moralof this verse?
Gaggs Tunnel Book’s a must!!

I don’t think Sir John Betjeman would approve!

Around the

London Branch Even

Thursday 17 September: Illustra
“ Why American Canal Societies
Thursday 15 October: ‘ Silver Sw
7.30 pm.Old Refectory, Universi

The ‘ Five Rings ’ Cruise
This event took place on May 2n

Holiday weather conditions, 16
going up the Thames Tideway on
navigated the tidal and non-tidal
Cut:
Members of the Odd Boat Soc
penetrated such little used wa
Creek, The Kensington Canal an
least one Odd vessel never quitere
only hazard encountered were th
small boys on the Limehouse
thunderbolts which Mother Natu

Events:
23 August 1981: London Borou
Wandle. Meet at Goat Green, Mi

available from the Council. It wi

please contact John Fitzgeral
details are only provisional.

Hertfordshire Branch

Tuesday 15 September: ‘London
Wednesday 28 October: Joint me
Hill, Rickmansworth (A412) at 8.
Tuesday 17 November: ‘You do
mission).
>
Tuesday 15 December: Christmas:
All branch meetings are held at H
Hospital), Welwyn Garden City,
Planning Proposals: The Branc
intended pipeline from Kingsbury
will cross various waterways, in
ofinterest to several Branches and
for action.
Eastern Council for Sports and
Regional Water Recreation Strate
This has been distributed to all
meeting held on 8 April, 1981 at C
Working Parties: Two working pe
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is intended to hold further working parties. Branch members are invited to help and
volunteers should contact either Trevor Taylor, 388 Grace Way, Stevenage, Tel 51623 or
John Jarvis, 27 Bedford Road, Hitchin, Tel 59314, for details of locations and
arrangements.

Chelmsford Branch News and Events
The 1981/2 programme has been finalised and is as follows;Thursday 8 October: ‘Basingstoke Progress’ by Dick Harper-White (at which we intend to
present a cheque from the sponsored walk).
Thursday 12 November: ‘The Narrow Boat Trust’ by Martyn Denny.
Thursday 10 December: Christmas Party.
Thursday 14 January: ‘IWA Visit to French Canals’ by John Boyes
Thursday 11 February: AGM and Members’ Slides
Thursday 11 March: ‘Restoration of the Great Ouse’ by Alan Rowe.
Thursday 8 April: ‘Britain’s Waterways - Past, Present and Future’ by Graham Avory
(BWB).
Thursday 13 May: ‘The Past Afloat’ by Anthony Burton (we understand that thisis in the
middle of his new television series).
All meetings take place at the AUEW House, Primrose Hill, Chelmsford at 7.45 for 8.00
pm.
Dueto circumstances beyond our control, two of the talks in the published programme of
events had to be altered since the last Windlass went to press.
John Boyes was unable to give his talk on ‘IWA Continental Trips’ in May, but at only 48
hours’ notice was able to fill a similar gap in March. He showed us some fascinating
glimpses of Sweden and France.
The talk by John Gagg broke all the Branch records for attendance with 72 members
present,all of whom-enjoyed a very interesting and amusing talk on ‘Cruising in Circles’.
The May talk was by Frances Pratt on ‘Our Waterways Heritage’. This was also arranged
at short notice and was well up to Frances’ usual standard.
The final event for the 1980/1 programme is the Branch Sponsored Walk (thanks to the
Editor you should find a brief report on this elsewhere in Windlass - written two days after
the final emergency copy date).
Sales Stand: Doug Harper, our Sales Officer, would like to take the Branch stand to more
events this year. If you know of any suitable events in yourvicinity, please let Doug know his number is Chelmsford 63976.
Talks: If any member is willing to assist our lecture panel by giving illustrated talks to
Women’s Institutes, etc. etc., please contact Gerald Parker at 01-524 6229. This not only
benefits Branch funds but also helps ‘spread the word’.

Guildford and Reading Branch News and Events
Saturday and Sunday, 19 and 20 September: Now is the time to prepare yourselves for the
Godalming Waterways Festival. The entry fee for each boat is £5, which includes a
souvenir plaque. An entry form can be found in Windlass 158 or obtained from Brian
Percy on Marlow 4575. A separate license is required for the Wey Navigation to
Godalming (details from Guildford 61389). A slipway is available at Stoke Lock,
Guildford.
Sunday 27 September: A week after the Godalming Festival a commemoration stone will
be set in place at Lock 1 on the Basingstoke Canal in memory of the late Harley Watkins. A
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interested parties and would welcome comments from SE Region members.
Should anyone require a copy of our Companion Report, or indeed the full Feasibility
Study, please contact Pam Pugh at 10 Vanner Road, Witney (Tel: Witney 71139). The
price is 50p for the Companion Report and £5.00 for the Feasibility Study, both including

postage.

Banbury Section
This section held a very successful ‘Waterways Auction and Fayre’ in April. They raised
over £600 to be split between various good causes and are already planning the event for
next year.
Bucks Section
The Bucks section held their second AGM on 16 April at the Bailey Room, Crown Hotel,
Amersham. The retiring Chairman, Mr David Atkins was pleased to report a particularly
successful year. The programme included a number of well known speakers talking on a
variety of subjects and included the first public showing (a world premiere - no less!) of a
BWB film madein the early 1930s, which was very well received. All the meetings were well
attended and so as a result the section's finances are in good shape.

A vote of thanks was given to David Atkins who has served.as Chairman for the past three

years, during which the section has become firmly established.
Following the AGM, two BWB films from their library were shown and the meeting
concluded in the bar in the usual manner.
The Committee have now appointed their new Chairman, Mr Tim Underhill and we are
now starting to plan an exciting programmefor the 1981/2 season, which it is hoped will be
even better supported.

Kent & East Sussex News and Events
Friday 10 July: Coffee evening at the home of Mr & Mrs Tom Wells, ‘Gowans’, Singleton
Road, Great Chart, Ashford, Kent.
⑤
Sunday ⑬ September: Branch Annual Outing. This will now be to the Basingstoke Canal
and will include a boat trip on the ‘John Pinkerton’. Coach transport from Ashford,
picking up at Maidstone and Reigate. Bookings, approximately £5.00 to David Strivens, 15
Quarry Rise, Tonbridge. Tel: Tonbridge 356412.
Sunday 27 September: Informal outing to the Kennet and Avon, including Devizes flight
and Crofton Pumping Engines. This proved to be too far for practical coach transport and
will therefore be carried out by private car, making your own arrangements to get to
Devizes at 12 noon. The committee will endeavour to arrange lifts wherever possible.
Liaison will be through Carlyle Smith, 22 Downs Road, Istead Rise, Gravesend. Tel:
Southfleet 2336.
Branch Annual Dinner: As usual this was a most successful event with an entertaining
speaker. Mr G L Collard of the National Waterways Transport Association gave a stirring
account of his efforts to popularise water transport in the face of Government apathy. Two
outstanding points from his address were the infamous Governmentstatementto the EEC,
that water transport in the UK was too negligible to report and the fact that Sheffield and
South Yorkshire navigation will be too small after rebuilding to take the new European
standardsize inland waterway cum sea-going trading vessels. Another white elephant?
Small Boat Rally: This duly took place upstream from Tonbridge on 17th May and 19 out
of the 21 entrants braved the heavy showers of the morning to win through to a sunny
afternoon. This event proved that Canoes Rule OK, as two canoes were the only entrants to
get through to Penshurst. The next most successful were the inflatables, although the
Publicity Officer sheared his propeller drive at one of the notorious water level pipeline
crossings. A hazard hopefully absent from more navigable waters.
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Solent and Arun Bran

Friday 16 October: At Portchest

Surrey and Hants Canal Society
support your local team. By the w
network and fancy yourself as a
committee we’ll be annihilated.
Friday 13 November: At Fernleigh
slide evening and Christmas Fayre
Friday 4 December: At Brighton
locationis secret for the moment.
July 12 Chichester Canal Walk:
there will be a guided walk from
This is essentially a gentle evening
from Gerry Skinner - Telephone
start point is being provided by me
An Appeal
In connection with a river access
would like to hear from someone
willing to give a little time to this p
We shall have oursales stand at a
something to sell besides the usu
greatfully received. Anyone able
Obituary
Christopher Power. With deep re
April. Chris was a founder mem
1980. We offer our sincere condol
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Classified: First 15 words £1.12, th
All classified advertisements mus
South East Region and all copy to
Kent,no later than the emergency c
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Don't
Forget

Special offers to all

Windlass Readers...

To hirers 10% off any holiday
taken during 1981

To boat owners 5% off all
repair services and
sand blasting
up to September 1981
Merely state “Windlass’ when booking or enquiring

HIGH LINE YACHTING LTD.,

Mansion Lane, Iver, Bucks. SLO 9RG
Tel: Iver (0753) 651496/653151
Printed by Colston Graphics Limited, London N7

The Inland Waterways Association National Rally
and Waterside Arts Festival

Leeds 15th & 16th August 1981
During last years National Rally one of the questions that the papers continually asked was
whether we could supply ‘local colour’ for their stories about the event, such as boats that
had travelled from, to, or through their particular area. This years publicity team in Leeds
are finding it equally difficult to create publicity here in the South of England. The South
East Region Committee have therefore decided that it would be helpful to supply our own
stories. Time is however extremely short and we need to know as a matter of extreme
urgency how many SE Region members are taking their boats to Leeds and how many
would have done had Blisworth Tunnel been open. It will then be possible to create some
publicity around the Blisworth Tunnel problem and its influence on members cruising
plans. It is intended to supply pictures and stories to the media along the route of the Lee,
Regents, Grand Union, Thames and Southern Oxford during the run up to the Rally, but
to be really successful we need your help. So on receipt of this paper could you contact
Windlass Editor - Neil Carter, N/B Swan, Willow Wren Wharf, Hayes Rd. Southall,
Middx. 01-848 8054 or South East Region Secretary Beverley Stainer, N/B Eridanus,
Benbow Way Mooring, Cowley, Middx. Uxbridge 59341. in order to co-ordinate a
concerted press campaign about the problems we face. Having read all this paper you
will see just how importantit is to protect the line of our ‘M1’. Why not join in and lend a
hand, preferably upon the tiller of your boat?!!

NEWS FLASH

4.00pm Tuesday 23.6.81

Blisworth Tunnel Now Open to Cruising Boats.
Today saw the inaugral passage of pleasure craft through Blisworth Tunnel thus ‘reopening’ the tunnel after several months closure. This critically important event took
place, not as might be expected, amidst a blaze of congratulatory publicity, but almost, one
might say, surrepticiously, for without the eagle-eyed observation of concerned IWA
members it may well have passed off totally unremarked, which is probably the way it was
planned.
Latethis afternoon the gatesat the entrance to Blisworth Tunnel were unlocked and the exBWB water bus ‘Water Rambler’ which has recently passed into private ownership made
the first triumphant passage since the tunnel was closed. ‘Water Rambler’ was sold last
month by the Boards dispersals officer, and left Bulls Bridge depot on its way north on
Friday afternoon. It would appear that conditions in the tunnel are not as bad as had
originally been thought for not all the Board personnel who crewed their ex-passenger craft
through the tunnel found it necessary to wear the mandatory protective helmets, and it
would also appear thatit also proved possible for ‘Water Rambler’s’ new owners to stay on
board in the passenger cabin, rather than be ferried over the top, as was the case last year.
Unfortunately no extra lighting was fitted so it was not possible for the London Area
Engineer, who was also reported to be aboard, to conduct any inspection of the tunnel
during the 40 minute crossing of Blisworth Hill.
It is very sad that notice of this intended re-opening was not publiscised, for it would then
have been unnecessary for various other boaters to pay £20-£30 to have their boatslifted
out round the tunnel earlier in the year.
There is, sadly, a dissapointing sequel to this story for after ‘Water Rambler’ had
dissapeared down the cut, the gates at both ends of the tunnel were firmly relocked and

Blisworth Tunnel returned to its mouldering abandonment. However there is a normal to
the story. The message is now plain, all that is needed to take a boat through Blisworth
Tunnel is that it has just been brought from the Board, or alternatively that a toll of
£1,500,000 is paid in advance!!

Danger - Closed?
Reproduced by kind permission of the Northampton Mercury

