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The Chairman's Column
Elsewhere in this issue of the Windlass you will find the results of the Branch's Derby Draw
and in these notes I would not only like to thank Mr. Brian Ambrose very much for all the hard
work that he has put into running this and previous draws but I would like to remind Members,
as I did at the Branch A.G.M. but would now like to do to a wider audience, how very essential
these draws are to the continued existence of the Branch. When Members look at the Branch's
accounts for the year they will notice that almost all the Branch's activities with the exception of
the publication of the Windlass, are run at a small profit. It is not, however, possible for us to
make the Windlass run at a profit and therefore it has to be subsidised. The Branch subscription
paid by Members is not in itself sufficient to cover this after the general Branch expenses have
been paid and this extra money has been found from the profit on the draws. In addition to this
the draws have enabled us to build up a moderate bank balance which we keep in reserve as a
fighting fund to cope with any unexpected emergencies. I therefore very much hope that Members
will continue to give their support to the Branch Draws as they have done in the past and that
by their enthusiastic selling of tickets they will enable non-members to contribute to the cause!
I would once again like to thank very much both Mr. Ambrose and those Branch Members
who by selling tickets have made the Draws a success.

Honorary Secretary's Notes
The Third Annual General Meeting of the Branch was held at the Princess Louise on 21st
May, 1959. Nine Members of the Committee were present and about eighteen other Branch Members.
Capt. Grundy reported on the activities of the Branch for the past year and Dr. Saunders
explained the Accounts.
Both Capt. Grundy and myself, having been co-opted during the course of the year, stood
for re-election. Our positions were confirmed. Dr. Glaister, Messrs. Ambrose, Salmon and Tims,
were re-elected to the Committee but Mr. Scrutton had decided not to stand for re-election. There
is at present therefore one vacancy on the Committee.
After the official business had been effected and a suitable interval elapsed, Dr. Saunders
showed some remarkable colour slides, some taken by himself and some by Mr. Chaplin. Apart
from the terrific thunderstorms raging at the time, the evening was a very pleasant one.
EILEEN D. LOVERIDGE.
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3rd.—LEE & STORT TRIP
Leave Roydon 11.3Q a.m.; arrive Hertford approx. 6 p.m. British Waterways Boat.
Members 12/6; Non-Members 15/-.
Light Refreshments available on Boat.
Tickets from; H. A. H. BURGESS, 11, West Street, Hertford.
Trains leave Liverpool St. 10.24 a.m.; arrive Roydon 11.8 a.m.
Leave Hertford 6.25 p.m.; arrive Liverpool St. 7.35 p.m.

THE INLAND WATERWAYS ASSOCIATION LTD.
(London & Home Counties Branch)
Income and Expenditure Account for the year ended 31st March, 1959
£
s. d. £ s. d.
£ s. d. £ s. d.
146 By Branch Subscriptions ...
... 116 13 2
135 To Cost of "Windlass" 309 3 4
15
„ Donations ...
...
...
... — — „ Less Income from
„ Net Profit on Public Meetings
Advertisements ... 125 3 4
—
184 0 0
and Social Functions
..
8 10
327 „ Profi t from Sweepstakes
10 „ Net Loss on Public Meetings and
.... 204 7 1
... —
,. Excess of Income over ExpendiSocial Functions
...
4 „ Net Loss on Boat Trips
... on Boat Trips ...
...
... 42 5 3
„ Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treesurer's Postage and Stationery 63 3 8
67
„ Donations to Appeals from the
...
...
2 19 0
10
Branches
...
8 „ Cost of Boat Show Petition ... —
„ Sundry Expense9
•••
..• —
10
3 „ Accountancy Fees
... 3 3 0
„ Excess of Income over Yxpenditure for period
...
... 110 8 8
241
£488

£363 14 4

£488

£363 14 4

BALANCE SHEET as at 31st March, 1959
s. d.
s. d.
£ s. d.
s. d.
CASH AT BANK
ACCUMULATED FUND
Balance as at 1st April 1958 272 7 9
Current Account
...
... 142 2 9
Excess of Income over ExDeposit Account
...
... 200 0 0
SUNDRY DEBTORS
penditure for the year
1 10 0
LOAN—West Midlands Branch ...
... 50 0 0
ended 31st March 1959 ... 110 8 8
382 16 5
SUNDRY CREDITORS
... 10 16 4
£393 12 9

£393 12 9

We have prepared the above Balance Sheet and Income and Expenditure Account from the books,
vouchers, accounts and from information supplied to us and hereby certify that they are in accordance
therewith.
(Signed) S. E. MOSS & CO.,
Creek House,
Eagt Molesey, Surrey.
Chartered Accountants.
29th April, 1959.

118

DERBY DRAW 1959.
Our very grateful thanks are due to all who helped to make our latest Draw a success and
also to those who so generously sent donations instead of selling tickets.
Although there has not yet been time for our accounts to be audited, I estimate that the net
profit on the 1959 Derby Draw will be approximately £60 plus donations totalling £4-13-0.
Whilst this profit is slightly less than that of the 1958 Derby Draw, it is nevertheless a most
welcome addition to our funds and will be put to most valuable use in our campaign to save our
waterways.
You will be interested to note that the total profit on the five Draws run to date is almost
£600—a magnificent result in cnly two years.
A list of winners is given below and I have copies of the prize-winners list for any member
who would like one :Mrs. V. Pym, Mr. G G. Young, Mrs. A. Hardy, Miss E. Collins, Messrs. Maynard, F. Sonfield, F. J. Fullbrook, P. Scanlan and E. E. Walmsley, Mrs. F. B Clegg, Dr. J. A. Vernon, Messrs.
W. Mathes, A. J. Wright, C. B. Bently-Philips. M. C. Wallage, and G. Longridge, Mrs. Stevens,
Messrs. A. G. Figg, W. Fuller and D. Power.
B. AMBROSE.

From the Waterways Authorities.
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME—FEVER LEE

Please note that work on the new Tottenham. Lock under the Development Programme commenced on the 19th May, 1959.
Traders and other users of the Lee Navigation at this point are requested to advise all concerned to exercise care when approaching and departing from Tottenham Lock.
It is envisaged that the work will be in progress for approximately twelve months.
BRENTFORD DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME LOCKS Nos. 100 and 101

Please note that the work in connection with the provision of a new wide lock at Lock No.
100 Brentford is now commencing.
In view of these works the lock on the towpath side of the navigation will be out of use
for such time as is required to complete the works, and the towpath at this point will also be
diverted to enable the contractors to have the necessary working space.
Users of the navigation are requested to aevise all concerned to exercise care when approaching Lock No. 100 and to co-operate with the Commission's staff in keeping congestion, with the
resultant delays, down to a minimum.
BANBURY LOCK

Will you kindly note that Banbury Lock will be open on Sundays from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.
until further notice.
DROUGHT: WATER RESTRICTIONS

I very much regret to inform you that owing to the continued drought restrictions and in
order to keep traffic moving as long as possible, it has been decided with great reluctance that as
from the 15th August 1959, the South Leicester Section from the bottom of Foxton Locks southwards to Norton Junction will be closed to traffic.
Should the drought continue and the water position not improve, it may be necessary to
place restrictions on craft on the section of the waterway between Fazeley Junction and Braunston, and a further notification will be issued should this be found necessary.
These restrictions will of course be removed immediately the water position improves sufficiently to enable this to be done.
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RIVERS LEE & STORT

Bow and Limehouse Locks
Old Ford Locks ...

1

Tottenham Lock
Stonebridge Lock
Picketts Lock
Ponders End
Other Locks ...

Open according to tide.
Mondays to Fridays—open 6 a.m. until 10 p.m.
Saturdays—open 6 a.m. until 9 p.m.
Sundays—closed.
Mondays to Saturdays—open 8.30 a.m. - 7.30 p.m.
Sundays—closed.

Mondays to Saturdays—open 7 a.m. until 5 p.m.
Sundays closed.
For the convenience of Pleasure Craft the following Locks will be open on SUNDAYS
during the period 1st May 1959 to 30th September 1959:—
Carthagena Lock
from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m.
Dobbs Weir Lock
Fieldes Weir Lock
REGENTS SECTION

Mondays to Fridays—from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m.
The Locks will be open
Saturdays—from 8 a.m. until 12 noon.
Sundays—closed.
For the convenience of Pleasure Craft passing to and from St. Pancras Yacht Basin the
following arrangements will be in force :Kentish Town Lock, Hawley Lock, Hampstead Road Lock
Uphill (to " long level ")—open between 5 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Saturday
)
Evenings
j
Downhill (return to basin)—open between 6 p.m. and 8 p.m.
Sunday
/
Mornings f

Uphi:1 (to " long level ")—open between 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.
Downhill (return to basin)—open between 9 a.m. and 11 a m.

Sunday
Evenings

Uphill (to " long level ")—open between 5 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Downhill (return to basin)—open between 6 p.m. and 8 p.m.

)
(

BRENTFORD SECTION

Open according to title.
Mondays to Fridays—open 6 a.m. until 8 p m.
Saturdays—open 6 a.m. until 4 p.m.
Sundays—open 9 a.m. until 1 p.m.
Craft must enter the flight at least one hour before the given closing time in order to clear
the flight.
The following flights of Locks will be open from :6 a.m. until 10 p m. Mondays to Saturdays.
6 a.m. until 6 p.m. Sundays.
Marsworth
Braunston
Radford
Hillmorton
Stoke Bruerne
Calcutt
Hatton
Atherstone
Buckby
Stockton
Knowle
Curdworth
The following Locks will be open from :6 a.m. until 8 p.m. Mondays to Saturdays.
6 a m. until 6 p.m. Sundays.
Watford Top Lock
South Leicester Section.
Foxton Top Lock
Thames Lock, Brentford
Hanwell Flight
...

1
Camp Hill
Birmingham.
Garrison Locks
The Northampton Arm will be closed on Sundays, but any owners of craft wishing to navigate
on a Sunday should give 24 hours notice to :—
The Depot Superintendent,
British Waterways,
Northampton Depot,
Old Towcester Road,
Northampton.
Telephone number : Northampton 31448.
MI operators of craft when entering a flight of looks should ensure that they have sufficient
time to clear the flight before the advertised locking up time.
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RIVER MEDWAY TRIP
On Sunday, May 3rd forty-nine members and friends assembled at Old Palace Gardens, Maidstone and embarked in two boats for the Medway trip. The larger boat had come up from Chatham that morning and the smaller down from Tonbridge the day before.
At Tovil a broken water pump chain held up the small boat and to save delay a tow was
hitched while a repair was made. It was then found that the greater power of "Southern Queen"
enabled better speed to be made in tandem than "Fair Maid" could manage on her own, so it was
decided to continue the tow up river.
The boats made good time through East Farleigh, Teston and Hampstead locks, past apple
orchards in full blossom, and reached Yalding at 1.20 p.m. Here a stop was made to enable the
partly to stretch their legs, enjoy a glass of what they fancied at the Anchor Inn and inspect the
automatic sluices. Leaving again at 2 o'clock it did not take long to reach Sluice Weir Lock,
passing en route through the chamber of now disused Stoneham Lock. At Sluice Weir a large shoal
made the approach to the lock rather tricky. Above here the river becomes more wooded and
see'uded and it was a pity that the dullness of the afternoon did not show it at its best. Fortunately, however, the rain held off.
At East Lock the tow was cast off and both boats then proceeded under their own power.
Below Eldridge's Lock several members did their good deeds for the day by rescueing a very
young calf from the river—its mother was very grateful. Then Tonbridge was in sight across the
meadows and it did not take long to pass through Town Lock and reach the Castle Hotel, journey s end.
On the landing stage were Cn. K. May, Chairman of the Tonbridge Urban District Council
and Mr. E. R. Bindloss, Chairman of the River Medway Sub-Committee. Cn. Maw had agreed to
welcome the party in his official capacity to aid the River Medway Sub-Committee's publicity campaign for the river. Photographers and reporters from two local papers also covered the arrival.
After being introuced to our Branch Chairman, Capt. C. Grundy, M.C., On. May and the whole
party entered the hotel for the first rate tea that had been laid on. Then the rain started!
Finally, thanks are due to the Kent River Board whose cooperation helped to make the
success of this very pleasant trip.
DEREK SALMON.

THE DEVIZES RALLY
On Easter Monday the Kennet and Avon Canal Association held a most successful rally of
boats on the Devizes pound of the Canal.
As it is not at present possible to navigate through the canal from either end to this pound
all boats had, of necessity, to be brought by road to the launching point.
Convoys of cars with boats on their roofs or on ,trailers assembled at Newbury for those approaching from the London area and at Bristol for those coming from the West. The Newbury
convoy travelled to the launching point at Honey Street by way of Newbury itself, Hungerford,
Marlborough and Pewsey, while that from. Bristol came through Bath. All the cars and boats were
covered with posters calling on people to save the Kennet and Avon and to join the Association
and many of the cars and boats were decorated with bunting. On our arrival at Honey Street the
boats were very soon launched and before we set off most people had time to eat their sandwiches
and to have a drink at the very pleasant pub which cannot have done so much trade in a day since
the canal opened!
After lunch the boats set out towards Pewsey with the smaller boats leading and the larger
craft, including two Otters, one of which has very kindly been lent by the makers, bringing up
the rear.
The canal is, of course, a wide one and considering that it has been out of use for some
years is, in this part, in surprisingly good condition although the water level was rather low. The
country through which the canal passes is extremely pleasant and the White Horse cut in the hillside to the North of the canal could be seen for most of the route that we followed. The weather
was also extremely kind to us and kept dry except for one very brief shower.
On our arrival at Pewsey Wharf we found that tea was waiting for us in the warehouse and
here we stopped for about an hour. After tea the boats turned round and we made our way back
to Honey Street where we arrived shortly before dark. The smaller boats were lifted out of the
water and gangs of helpers hauled out the bigger ones and loaded them onto their trailers after
which we found an enormous supply of hot dogs waiting for us in the inn.
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The journey that we made was not a very long one as it covered a total of only about eight
miles of canal but I am sure that anyone who took part in this rally and who did not previously
know the Kennet and Avon cannot have failed to leave with the impression that here is a canal
that has been grossly neglected and that we must fight until the waterway is open again from
Bristol to Reading.
We must thank the Kennet and Avon Canal Association for all the work that they did in
making the day such a success.
C.C.G.

NEW MEMBERS
A warm welcome is extended to the following :Ernest BROWN, 36, Dale View Crescent, Chingford, London, E.4.
Lt.-Col. James STIRLING, O.B.E., M.I.C.E., 52, Park House, Welwyn Garden City, Herts.
Charles BROWN, 25, Grove Gardens, Teddington, Middx.
Miss Marjorie STRATON, 9, Eaton Road, Hampstead, N.W 3.
Mr. David BAILEY, 109, Uxbridge Road, Harrow Weald, Middx.
Mr. John HODGES, 113, Uxbridge Road, Harrow Weald, Middx.
E. EVANS, Esq., Galley Wood House, Aimes Green, Waltham Abbey, Essex.
J. McDERMOTT, ' Fiddlers Three,' Kingswood Creek, Old Ferry Drive, Wraysbury, Bucks.
R. T. WALTERS, Esq., 2, More's Garden, Cheyne Walk, Chelsea, S.W.1.
Mr. Anthony WHYATT, 20, Brandville Road, W. Drayton, Middx.
Mr. C. R. FULLER, 27, Hawthorn Road, Buckhurst Hill, Essex.
Miss Jane EVANS, 325a, Kilburn High Road, N.W.6.
Frank FULLER, 28, Manor Way, Chingford, London, E.4.
J. GETLEY, Esq , Thomson's Farm, Long Crendon, Aylesbury, Bucks.
Paul THORP, 18, Chislehurst Avenue, Finchley, N.12.
John BETTS, Esq., 18, Thames Side, Reading, Berkshire.
AMPHIBIAN LIMITED, Conduit Lane, Hoddeston, Herts.
Digby POPE, 9, Charmouth Road, St. Albans, Herts.
Rex CRAPP, Esq., Eschetal, 18, Warwick Road, Ash Vale, Surrey. (H.C.)
Henry HILL, Esq., 21, Worcester Crescent, Mill Hill, N.W.7.
Vincent ISHERWOOD, Esq., 7, Hillfield Close, North Harrow, Harrow, Middx.
Leslie TARRANT, Lanterns, Beech Lane, Guildford, Surrey.
S. R. BENEDICTUS, Esq., Winter Lodge, Cookham Deen, Berks.
Robert BENN, Esq., 29, Beechwood Avenue, Ruislip, Middx.
Michael THOMPSON, Esq., 98, Ware Road, Hertford, Herts.
Kenneth LETTER, Esq., 16, Holly Close, Buckhurst Hill, Essex.
W. M. IVEMEY, 216, Birkenhall Mansions, Berkla Street, W.1.
T. ROBINSON, Esq., The Hurlet, Stoke Mandeville, Bucks.
D. NORTHOVER, Esq., 47, The Crescent, Letchworth, Herts.
John CADISCH, Esq., 399, Cockfosters Road, Cockfosters, Barnet, Herts.
Mr. Richard John DIVES, 29, Underhill Road, East Dulwich, London, S.E.22
INDESTRUCTIBLE PAINT CO. LTD., 6, Chesterfield Gardens, Curzon Street, London, W.1.
Miss WINIFRED M. DAVIES, 7, Higham Road, Woodford Green, Essex.
JOHN TIMS AND SONS LTD., The Boathouse, Staines, Middx.
John SOMERVILLE, Esq., Lyric Opera House, Hammersmith, W.6.
John Henry WILKINSON, Esq., 55, Scarborough Drive, Leigh-on-Sea.
A. G. ALLAN, Esq., 54, Crowshott Avenue, Stanmore, Middx.
Mrs. Sheelagh WILKS, Gay Bowers Cottage, Danbury, Chelmsford, Essex.
Frank G. GEORGE, Esq., 41, Oxenpark Avenue, Wembley, Middx.
Dr. C. POTTER, Brambledne, East Common, Harpenden, Herts.
AYLESBURY BOAT CO. LTD., The Canal Basin, Aylesbury, Bucks.
Frank WALLACE, Esq., Brooks's, St. James's Street, London, S.W.1.
F. S. LAW, Esq., 62a, Kensington Church Street, London, W.8.
H. W. HUNT, Esq., 11, Langdale Avenue, Mitcham, Surrey.
Mrs. Kym FIORWOOD„ 10, Golden Street, Deal, Kent.
Miss Evelyn MOORE, 76, Comeragh Road, London, W.14.
Commander V H. G. RAYMENT, c/o Barclays Bank Ltd., 19, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4.
E. C. ECCLESTON, Esq., 26, Linacre Road, Willesden Green, N.W.2.
Captain John RULE, 386, Lower Addiscombe Road, Croydon, Surrcly.
D. H. RICHES, Esq., Oak Cottage, Bunch Lane, Haslemere, Surrey.
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Ernest Brander MUSMAN, Esq., BA., F.R.I.B.A., 12, Upper Berkeley Street, Portman Square,
London, W.1.
Richard PILKINGTON, Esq., 45, Barn Court Road, London, W.14.
Frank MILES, Esq., Muggins Bovinger, Ongar, Essex.
Mrs. Pauline EDWARDS, Green Hills, Cookham Rise, Berks.
Harold PETTIFER, Esq , No. 1 Civilian Camp, A.E.S.D. Long Marston, Stratford-upon-Avon. M.
Mrs. E. M. BECKETT, 4, Inverness Street,, Camden Town, N.W.1.
y, Bucks.
Reginald R. WARD, Esq , Dinton Forge Cottage, nr. Aylesbur
James AIRY Esq., 10, Ashburn Gardens, S.W.7.
K. G. OLIVER, Esq., 3, Dormy House, East Mersea, Colchester, Essex.
K. R. DARBY, Esq , " Stentor," Common Lane, New Haw, Weybridge, Surrey.
Dennis Henry COZENS, Esq., 53, Windus Road, Stamford Hill, London, N.16.
Thomas JEFFS, Esq., D.O., M.R.O. 47, Bancroft, Hitchin.
veland House, 29, Dame Road, St. Leonards-on-Sea, Sussex.
William McIMMES, Esq , Flat 3, Cle
Mrs. Lorraine T. WILLIAMS, 24, Grove Road, Thornton Heath, Surrey.
Godfrey ELLIS, Esq., 8, Broom Close, Hatfield, Herts
Derek B. MARTIN, Esq., 142, Uxbridge Road, Southall, Middx.
1). C. NICHOLSON, Esq., 6, Woodend, Sutton, Surrey.
Jack MATTHEWS, Esq., Manor Court Farm, Ashurst, Tunbridge Wells„ Kent.
Mr. N. J. C. HAWKINS, Heatherways, Wellington College, Crowthorne, Berkshire.
D. J. HARDY, Esq., 37, The Oval, Sidcup, Kent.
H. de C. HASTINGS„ Esq , 9-13, Queen Anne's Gate, Westminster, S.W.1.
C. E. FANGHANEL, Esq., 55, Mornington Terrace, Regent's Park, N.W.1.
Miss Claire JOHNSTONE, White Lodge, 44a, Grove End Road, London, N.W.8.
Leslie C. WILLIAMS, Esq., Postern Forge House, Tonbridge, Kent.
R. B. HILLER, Esq., 3, Lyndhurst Gardens, Newbury Park, Ilford, Essex.
G. E. C. MINETT, Esq., 21, Worplesdon Road, Guildford, Surrey.
Richard C. SIMMONS, Esq., 101, Nottingham Road, London, E.10.
Frank SIMS, Esq., c/o 20, Fairway, Stafford.
Miss Audrey COOKE, 160, Tamworth Lane, Mitcham, Surrey. H.C.
John WHYATT, Esq., 20, Brandville Road, West Drayton, Middx. H.C.

THE THAMES AT EYNSHAM.
To many people the Citly of Oxford marks the end of their journey up the Thames, but if
they have a boat which can squeeze under Osney Bridge, where the headroom is only 7ft. 5ins.,
they will find themselves in a quiet stretch of the River. Pass through Godstow and King's
Locks ; at the latter the weir stream on the port side leads to the Duke's Cut and the Oxford
Canal, and out into the wide River past the long disused Cassington Canal on the right which
once upon a time took West Country barges up to Cassington and Eynsham Mills and so to Eynsham Lock, 74 miles above Oxford.
At first glance there does not seem much to detain you, but the area around is worth visiting not only for its historical background but also for the facilities which are available in the
little Town about of a mile away.
From time immemorial this part of the river has been navigable; a small weir called "Boldes
or Swithens" was built by the Monks of the Benedictine Abbey at Ensham (Eynsham) about 100
yards down river from the present weir, no doubt for catching fish.
After the dissolution of this Abbey in 1539 the responsibility for this weir became that of
the Crown, though the Crown had ceased to be responsible for the navigation in 1350, when its
control was handed to Parliament in whose hands it remained until 1605 when the Thames Commissioners were appointed.
The Crown did not like being bothered by Parliament, who were trying to clear the River
of obstructions, so eventually the weir passed into the ownership of the Earl of Abingdon.
This Gentleman took an interest in the area and in 1777 built the fine stone bridge with its
nine arches. It says something for the workers of those days that Swinford Bridge to-day still
carries all weights of traffic though perhaps it is a little narrow for modern day requirements. For
reasons best known to the County Councils of Oxford and Berkshire a toll is still being levied on
all traffic but not on the old scale which was in operation in the Coaching Days when one was
charged a penny a horse and a penny a wheel.
Before the Bridge was built there was a ferry across to a Wharf from which a road led to
the Town and onto Witney; on completion of the bridge, the road was extended to Oxford, by a
Turnpike Company.
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The Earl fixed the Toll in 1720 at 1/6 per boat, but by 1775 this had risen to 3/- per boat.
The revenue from this Weir cannot have been great as in 1767 there were only 14 barges using
this part of the River owned by Hooper, Wyat, Badcock and Crawford. These barges were capable
of carrying 65 tons and measured 87ft. 6ins. x lift. 9ins. x 4ft.
Finally in 1790 the Oxford Canal Company reached Oxford and shortly afterwards the Duke
of Marlborough, without even asking the Canal Company, built the short Duke's Cut with its stoplock and so opened up the upper reaches of the Thames to Coal from the Midlands Coalfields.
The Oxford Canal Company quickly took advantage of this and built a Wharf on the Chil
Brook about a 100 yards down-stream from the Talbot Inn and appointed a Wharfinger on 11th
January, 1792 who was paid 12/- per week.
The siting of this Wharf says much for business mind of the Canal Company; for not only
was it much nearer Eynsham than the old wharf at Swinford Bridge, but narrow boats coming off
their Canal did not pass through any locks on the Thames and so avoided the River Tolls. This,
no doubt, explains why traffic coming down the Canal paid the same rates whether it was going to
Oxford or Eynsham.
Although the narrow boats going to the Canal Company's Wharf avoided the Thames Locks
they still had to put up with the bad state of the navigation generally. It took three horses to
haul a 70 ton barge up the River due to its condition.
In 1793 the Commissioners complained to the Earl that the Weir was in need of repair, but
nothing was apparently done as again in 1795 the Thames Commissioners complained that "the
weir had entirely gone to decay and did not pen any water," so it was ordered that no further
tolls be paid until it was put into a proper state of repair.
Repairs were eventually carried out, as in 1811 it was reported to be "in good condition."
To get over the difficulties in navigation when barges were stuck on the shallows, arrangements had been made in 1795 for a "flash" to be organized twice a week from Lechlade and in
1826 this weir was opened for a short period on Mondays and Thursdays after 5 p.m. and 8 p.m.
respectively, thus allowing the flash of water to travel down River about 1 m.p.h. This arrangement was discontinued near the end of the last century.
The Canal Company's Wharf must have been quite a prosperous concern as in 1807 they
leased it to a Mr. R. Jammett for £50 per annum, he apparently made a good thing of it as in
1849 the Company bought him out for £850. In the following year the Wharfage rates were fixed
as follows :— ld. per ton for traffic onto or off the Oxford Canal and ,6d. per ton for traffic over
the Thames.
By 1821 the toll on the Weir had been reduced to 3d. per boat, but when this part of the
River was vested in the Thames Conservancy Board in 1866 the Weir was found to be in a ruinous
condition. As funds became available the old weir was entirely removed by the Conservators and
the Channel reinstated to its former width, the toll in 1868 being fixed at 2d. per ton.
The Weir can only have been a small one as in summer the fall was only lft. 6ins., but in
1888 under an Agreement with the Thames Valley Drainage Commissioners, a new flash Weir was
erected by the T.C. about 100 yards above the old Weir, with an increased discharging capacity
and navigational pass. The present weir was reconstructed in 1950 and the Lock was built in
1928, before that there was only the flash lock.
The Railway came to Eynsham in 1861, but its immediate effect on the Wharf is not known,
traffic must have been well maintained, however, as in 1897 certain repairs were carried out to the
Wharf and it continued to be used till after World War 1 receiving Coal and Stones and sending
away hay, etc. In 1868 the Canal Company received a letter from a Mr. Godwin asking them to
sell him a portion of land adjacent to the Wharf as a site for a Gas Works, but even though the
Company asked for further details nothing materialized.
It is possible that the Gas Coal would have come by water, but they could have had a siding
put in as the Railway passes about 100 yards away from the Wharf. In fact the Sugar Beet Factory which was built behind the wharf in 1927 did have a siding installed.
The Talbot Inn and its meadow was the property of the Oxford Canal Company, these were
leased in 1897 to Messrs. Hanley & Co. for 21 years at a sum• of £35 per annum on the understanding that the Brewers spent £200 immediately on repairs. This property continued to be leased
until the Oxford Canal was nationalized when British Waterways sold it to Messrs. Hall & Co.,
Oxford Brewers in 1948.
To-day one can arrive at the Lock and tie up alongside the long concrete wall which could
accomodate at least half a dozen cabin cruisers, n one of this clinging to posts in the river. Walk
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past the Lock Keeper's house and Lock with its picturesque gardens, which have won the Keeper
many prizes since the competition was first started in 1898, and up onto Swinford Bridge.
Three hundred yards beyond the Toll House you come to the Talbot Inn. It is still very
much the same as it was originally with its stables, but when the railway was built, the road was
raised so there is a slight slope down to it. The Brewers have recently put a new Landlord into
it, who has made several improvements such as providing Bed & Breakfast as well as meals.
If you wish to see the visible remains of the Wharf etc., go back over the little bridge with
its twin arches through which flows the Chil Brook and pass through the first gate on your left.
About 100 yards down stream you will see on the other bank the remains of the Wharf behind
which is now J. Harding (Eynsham) Ltd., The Towing path down to the Thames was on that
side too. Proceed down stream across a ditch and you will see the remains of the first swing
bridge and nearby a tablet sticking out of the rrround marked 0.C.C., a little further on is the
second swing bridge. By each of these swing bridges are four concrete posts about 4 feet high
formed in a square marked O.C.C. (Oxford Canal Company) with two iron rings connecting them
on one of which is a chain. The writer would be interested to hear from anybody as to what purpose they served.
The stream can only take a canoe now, but originally it took barges up to 13ft. in beam.
Although there is a post across the entrance for the use of fishermen, no doubt this could be removed and the stream cleared out up to the Inn. Thus providing a convenient anchorage for boats
away from the floods of the Thames.
The Lock is used to a small extent, in 1957, 1592 Motor Launches passed through it as well
as 541 small boats such as canoes, punts, dinghies, etc , besides the T.C. own Tugs and Barges.
H. J. COMPTON.

A pleasant
mooring on the
Oxford Canal

From the Editor's Cabin
Our member, Mr. K. Collier recently sent me the following extracts from the Hertford County
Records. Although brief they make interesting reading and are taken from " Liberty of St. Albans
Division, Midsummer Sessions 1805."
" Certificate of conviction of William Lisuione, the captain of two boats belonging to Messrs. Newell
& Cotton for leaving in the night of February 20th last, on the Grand Junction Canal in the parish
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of Abbots Langley, the valves and cloughs of the locks nos. 65 & 68 open and running after the
boats had passed, so as to misspend and waste the water thereof."
" Certificate of the conviction of Thomas Beamish of Coventry, boatman, for suffering his boat or
vessel to strike or run upon the lock 65 situate in the said parish of Abbots Langley " Similar
certificate of the conviction of Richard Carwin who had the care of a flyboat belonging to Mr.
Gothard, carrier, for damage to lock no. 69. " Certificate of the conviction of Edward Poulton, for
not having previous to his bringing his boat or vessel into the lock 68. Shut the lower gates of
such lock, and the sluices belonging thereto, before he had drawn the cloughs of the upper gates."
Epiphany Sessions 1808, James Atkins Committed to the House of Correction for drawing the
valves of the power-gate of lock 79 belonging to the Grand Junction Canal, whereby water was misspent."
Dr. Bitty of the Lee & Stort Development Committee has organised a survey on the pollution of the River Stort. I understand that the Bishops Stortford Natural History Society and
students of Bishops Stortford College are taking an active part in this survey which is confined
to a mile stretch just
j below Bishops Stortford.
According to recent reports residents of Walton and Sunbury may see a little more commercial activity on the Thames. Petrol may be brought up river in bulk for discharge at Walton, from
whence it would be piped under the Thames and on to London Airport. It appears to be an excellent idea but of course the subject of local controversy.
Mr A. S. Morgan (one of our members), who owns the The Rendezvous Boat House at Tonbridge, has kindly offered free moorings at his Boat House for members having a holiday
cruise on The Medway. Any member who would like to avail himself of this kind offer might care
to contact Mr. Morgan at Barden Road, Tonbridge.
At the time of going to press Mr. Pat Saunders of Waterway Projects Ltd., was making a
"record" return trip Manchester—London—Manchester in a new light cabin boat with an outboard
motor. I hope to publish full details in the next issue of The Windlass.
To those who are not members of the Kennet & Avon Canal Association I would suggest joining forthwith, not only to support the cause but to receive "The Butty" every quarter. This excellent review is now edited by Cmdr. C. Wray-Bliss, it is a superior productions of some eight
pages ; the current issue has a delightful foreword by Lord Methuen, some illustrations and a lot
of very useful information.
Mr. David Hutchings, Chairman of the Midlands Branch, with his usual unbounded enthusiasm and great determination, is doing a. fantastic amount of highly successful work for our great
cause. The Narrow Boat trips run by his Branch are proving popular and remunerative, thanks
to his fores4ght and practical outlook.
To members who are interested in acquiring old prints of canal and river scenes, I would
mention that fakes are on the market. Quite recently I came across some Tombleson reproductions so cleverly executed that one could "be taken in" very easily. I strongly suspect that modern photography plays a great part in mass producing these prints. Larger quantities of a rare
view of Henley were freely available during regatta week! !
The new Thames Conservancy inspection launch "Whitewater" made her debut at Henley,
she was built by Souter's of The Isle of Wight and is powered by a Stuart Turner diesel. I was
sorry not to see any I.W.A. burgees amongst moored craft at Henley this year—I now stand by
for a letter from one of our members! !
At Keadby (on the Stainforth and Keadby Canal) I was very surprised to see new Thames
lighters being built for the Port of London Authorii)y. The P.L.A. and T.C. seem to ge well beyond home waters for new craft!
In the Thames Sailing Barge Race there were quite a few excitements with "Sirdar" of the
London & Rochester Trading Company becoming champion of the Thames. It was expected that
the past champion "Veronica" would have held her title, but no doubt "Sirdar's" refit and new
suit of sails paid dividends, to say nothing of the excellence of her crew. The Medway match was
not so exciting. "Sara" was first in the bowsprit class and "Dreadnoght" first in the staysail class.
Down on the Tidal Thames, at Battersea, a heicopter landing station was officially opened
on the 23rd of April last. What a contrast to the licensed watermen and his wherry of the olden
days!
A few evenings ago I saw a narrow boat (not converted) slipping down the upper Thames,
she hailed from Bury and made a refreshing sight amongst a number of modern craft resplendent
with chromium plate.
At Barnes the river police use a narrow boat as a mooring raft for several of their fast
launches, she is a steel boat, unfortunately her name and registration marks are in no way discernable—perhaps one of our readers could give some information for a future issue of "The Windlass."
PETER H. CHAPLIN.
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News of the Trade
Messrs. THREESTOKES MARINE LTD., can arrange road deliveries of boats within a
radius of about 60 miles from their premises in London, provided craft do not exceed 16 feet in
length of 8 cwt. total weight.
THE KENNET CARRYING COMPANY are again running trips on the Kennet & Avon from
Highbridge Wharf, Reading to "The Cunning Mang' Burghfield and back. The craft is the now
well known "Enterprise." Trips are run on Sundays, Wednesdays and Thursdays at 2.15 returning by 5.30.
THE WEY WATERBORNE COMPANY of Guildford (B. A. J. Nicholl, Guildford Wharf,
Friary St.) is a new concern running narrow boat trips on the very delightful River Wey. The
craft, "Arcturus," has been very comfortably fitted out, is pained in traditional colours and is
fitted with an awning in case of rain. All trips start and finish at Guildford Town Bridge with a
choice of an hour and a half cruise to Stoke Loc'i or a two and a half hour cruise to Broad Oak
Bridge. Departure times are:— July 25th—September 6th. Every day 11.0 a.m. Stoke Lock. 2.30
Broad Oak Bridge. 6 30 Stoke Lock. September rth to September 27th. Every day. All Stoke
Lock Trips, 11.0 a.m., 2.0 p.m., 4.0 p.m.
APEX ENGINEERING COMPANY of Covantqy are now fitting their "85" outboard with a
cowling that' has been designed and produced by Peter Chaplin. The first essential in designing
such a cowling was to reduce noise, whilst easy removal allows complete access to engine. The shap3
of the baseplate enables one to clean a carburettor jet, or remove a hot sparking plug without any
fear of them falling into the "cut."
BOATS and ENGINES of Kingston, who were pioneers in glass fibre boat construction, are
producing a two-berth cabin cruiser, 16 feet :ong with a. beam of 5ft. 104ins.—just right for canal
work! The price is around £312.
CRESCENT BOATS of TAUNTON, market a fine range of craft for " do-it-yourself " construction. Of particular appeal is the "Adventurer' class cruiser ; the 18ft. model can be purchased as a bare hull for £125, complete hull with cabin in kit form is £155 or with fitted cabin
£175. The "Adventurer" is a Robert Tucker design, and incidentally it is one of these craft that
Mr. Pat Saunders of Waterway Projects Ltd., is using on his record demonstration run from Manchester to London and back to Manchester in seven days.
How about a trip on the Lee and Stort? Bishops Stortford is a wonderful starting point
for a waterway holiday—so accessible from London too! LEE & STORT HIRE CRUISES of 55,
Scarborough Drive, Leigh-on-Sea, will gladly send all details.
At the premises of JACK LILLEY Ltd., Shepperton-on-Thames, the new and superbly finished " GLOBE " glass fibre craft are the outstanding feature of the display of boats, engines and
chandlery at their very conveniently situated and well stocked showrooms.
ANDREWS' BOATHOUSES Ltd., of Bourne End have built a new craft for addition to their
"Sun" class hire fleet. She is the "Sunglare," an apt name for a boat launched for the 1959 season. She is a 30•foot five berth vessel of hard chine construction.
PAKAMAC Ltd. (Oldham, Lancs.) have, I am told, produced a new plastic material suitable
for boat covers. British Waterways are, apparent.y, using "Tarpaulins" of this new material for
their narrow boats. They are light in weight, strong, fold into a small compass, are impermeable
to weather and harmful substances and are available in different colours.
F. RYLAND, THE MIDLANDS BOAT CHANDLERS, (107 Pershore St., Birmingham), is
producing the "Avonvale" 16ft. bins. two berth cabin cruiser for £305 including wheel steering and
bilge pump.
D. BIANCHI (Personal Plane Services Ltd., Staines Road West, Ashford) is handliag light
craft and motors. He recently made a very successful endurance test with a pair of Clinton Apache
outboards, for which he has an agengy, and is prepared to demonstrate at any time.
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Specialists in the Design, Construction
and Renovation of Riverside Gardens
We have mobile equipment for campshedding repairs and the construction
of jetties
At our nursery we grow a wide range of
choice trees, shrubs and plants and hold
stocks of all materials for garden construction

Unloading a cargo of loam for
Meadhurst Park Nursery.

In our showroom, amidst old prints and
maps (waterways of course !) you will
find garden cultivators, barbecues, outboard motors and items of interest to
those keen on " Outdoor Living "

T. HARRISON CHAPLIN LTD.
MEADHURST PARK NURSERY, CADBURY ROAD, SUNBURY-ON-THAMES
Established 1907

COVENTRY APEX
OUTBOARD MOTORS
Reliable, precision-built, sea-resisting motors; suitable for every
climate. They are easily portable and will drive an average 10
or 12 foot boat at about six knots.
SIMPLE - STURDY - EFFICIENT
MODEL 50—Water cooled, 56 c.c.
25 lb.
£30-0-0
De Luxe Model, 27 lb. ... £32-10-0

MODEL 85—Air cooled, 79.7 c.c., re.
coil starter, 35 lb.
£31-0-0
De Luxe Model, 37 lb.
£33-0.0
De Luxe Model, with clutch £39-10-0

MODEL 75—Water cooled, 76 c.c.,
26 lb.
£34-10-0
De Luxe Model, 28 lb.
£36-10-0

SWAM PMASTER - Air cooled, 79.7
c.c., specially designed for weedcongested or shallow waters
£32-10-0

Please write for full details

COVENTRY APEX ENGINEERING CO., LTD.
YARDLEY STREET • COVENTRY COMPAra488
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FERRY YACHT STATION

"MAID" LINE
CRUISERS LTD.

THAMES DITTON, SURREY

Tel.: Emberbrook 1078 (3 lines)
(Alternate Turn•round Points at Reading, Braunston and Stone)

The finest and largest fleet of self-drive hire cruisers on the Thames and Canals
Our craft cruise on the Upper Thames, Oxford, Grand Union,
Wey Navigation, Coventry, Trent & Mersey and other Canals
MODERN SELF-STARTING DIESEL & PETROL ENGINES
ELECTRIC LIGHT, SAFETY GAS INSTALLATIONS
Gas cookers with ovens.

Foa:n rubber mattresses.

" Kepkold " cold boxes.

----o---FULL DETAILS IN OUR 92-PAGE ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE
Obtainable for

I /- post free from our head office.

Are You Planning

BOATS FOR HIRE

TO CRUISE THE THAMES
OR

on RIVER KENNET and KENNET and

NAVIGATE THE CANALS

AVON CANAL

THIS YEAR?
COLLIER'S CRUISING CRAFT Hire
Service, operating from Berkham-

Dinghies, Skiffs, Canoes and Punts

sted, Hertfordshire, on the Grand
Union Canal, offers modern very
comfortable craft, equipped with
gas, fresh water to sink, foam mattresses, convertible flush or elsan
toilets, and all-electric. Propellor
de-weeding from inside of craft.
ALL-IN CHARGE
NO EXTRAS

CANAL CRUISERS, HOUSEBOATS
AND MOTOR LAUNCH

Brochure 8d.—post free.

We make a special point of thoroughly
checking craft before handing over

JOHN GOULD (WATERWAYS) Ltd.
NEWBURY LOCK, NEWBURY.

Send S.A.E. for brochure to:—
D. COLLIER
" UPLANDS," REDBOURN, HERTS.

Phone 1548
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THE 3-in- I TRAILER
(PATENT APPLIED FOR

FOR
DINGHIES, LIGHT CRUISERS AND RUNABOUTS

THE EWCOVERTiBLE MULTIPURPOSE TRAILER
This unique trailer is the answer to the boat-owner's problems when
embarking on a canal holiday. Towing is light and years of experience
have given the trailer outstanding towing qualities.
It can be used
1. As a UTILITY giving an 8ft. x 4ft. Box Body to carry up to 5cwt. load,
complete with number board, stop and rear lights and reflectors, with
14 - or 2" Brockhouse coupling and ball for car fitting.
2 As a BOAT TRAILER incorporating boat carrying equipment.
3 AS a TENT FOR CAMPING. Supplied with tough, untearable P.V.C.,
complete with arches and ground props, etc.

THIS TRAILER CAN SAVE YOU POUNDS !
Write now for details and price to
sole designers and manufacturers:
EMERALD WELDING CO., LTD.
21b BROWNLOW MEWS
GUILFORD STREET, LONDON
W.C.1
Phone : HOLBORN 4258 and 9628
THE SPECIAL OFFER MADE IN " NEWS OF THE TRADE " IN THE LAST
ISSUE OF " THE WINDLASS " STILL HOLDS GOOD !
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TIFIREE8TelklE8 111ARINIE
ILINAITEL
114 MILE END ROAD, STEPNEY,
LONDON, E.1

STE 1037

ALL BRITISH AND FOREIGN OUTBOARDS AVAILABLE ON
" THREENOES " TERMS

*

NO

Deposit

*

NO

Delivery Charge

*

NO

Credit Charge

Twelve months' Credit at cash prices
and engine delivered on first monthly
payment

Also DINGHIES, CANOES, RUNABOUTS, PAINT, VARNISH, FITTINGS, etc.

(From Aldgate, a few hundred yards past the London Hospital. Nearest Underground,
Stepney Green.)
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