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“If it's worth doing
at all — it's worth
doing well”

Irelands most experienced hire cruiser firm offers you
*

Modern fully equipped inboard cruisers, smooth, silent and steering
to a hair.
More room per crew member—separate toilets for all cabins on the

bigger boats. Plenty of deck space in sunshine : plenty of lounge room in
wet weather.

Organised transport and free travel to and from bus stop.

Full instruction, plenty of charts and written instructions about service,
travel hints and places to eat and drink.
A hearty Irish welcome with drinks “on the house”.

Covered jetty with direct access from our reception hall ensures you go

dry aboard no matter what the weather (but it seldom rains at Lowtown).

Clear clean unpolluted water (That is not our virtue — it just happens 1).
And wide canal.

Only 17 locks in 60 miles — plus friendly lock-keepers.
Choice of Grand Canal, Shannon or Barrow cruising from our base at
Lowtown Haven — hub of the Irish Waterways.

Bookings at nearly 50% repeats in 1970 speak for themselves.
We'd like to meet you in 1971, so please write for a free brochure pack
to:

JOY LINE CRUISERS
18 Berkeley Street, Dublin 7.

Phone Dublin 301511 Weekdays or 302310 Sunday and Monday
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COVER Shall we at last be able to get on
to the Basingstoke Canal?
See item on pages

Jaint Line Cruisers
LA MONTAGNE - LA COLLANCELLE,
58 - CORBIGNY, FRANCE

*キ++ォキ

4 & 6 Berth Luxury Cruisers for Hire
on the French Rivers and Canals
Continuous Hot and Cold Water

Navigation Charts
Flush Toilets
Transistor Radios
Hot Showers

Economical Diesel Engines

WHY NOT COMBINE A CONTINENTAL HOLIDAY WITH A HOLIDAY
AFLOAT?
WRITE NOW FOR 44 PAGE COLOUR BROCHURE
Please mention WINDLASS when replying to advertisements

RIPARIAN OWNER SERVICE T.Harrison Chaplin Ltd.
Meadhurst Park Nursery, Sunbury-on-Thames, Middlesex
E
*. Illustrated brochure on
request
Tel.83371

Est.1907

» TME
——

“ADVENTURESS”
FOR YOUR PARTY CRUISE THROUGH
THE LOVELY

STORT VALLEY

Trips from 14—3 hours. Fully
Sunshine roof, sidescreens if wet.

licensed

Refreshments.

Toilet on board.
Coupled with set meals in the OLD GRANARY if required.

NOW AN

OPPORTUNITY OF SEEING

THE WATER

WHEEL RUNNING. MOORINGS AVAILABLE IN SECLUD.ED AND SECURE SURROUNDINGS.
S.A.E. LEA and STORTHIRE CRUISES,
LITTLE HALLINGBURY MILL,
Nr., BISHOPS STORTFORD, HERTS.

Tel.: BISHOPS STORTFORD 723568

'KENNET WATER' CRUISES

on the
KENNET 8 AVON CANAL

Reading to Tyle Mill
50-Passenger boat is now
available for party hire.
Details: Booking Manager,
14, Beech Lane, Earley,
Reading, Berks. RG6 2PT
Tel.: Reading 81115

WHAT'S ON = WHAT'S GONE
APRIL 27th - BRANCH AGM

All nominations for the committee and any
motions should be with the Hon. Secretary
by April 13th.
The formal business will
be followed by a film.

7.15. for の ⑳ 。

The Albert, Victoria Street, London ⑧ W 1

JUNE 10/11 BRANCH RALLY. Little Venice
in conjunction with Westminster Festival.
We will be campaigning to save Paddington
and City Road Basins, as well as against
the Government's proposals for water
services reorganisation.
JULY 1/2
Bristol Water Festival の②
Secretary Mrs Helen Lane, 93 Lees Hill,

Kingswood, Bristol.

AUGUST 4/7
IWA National Rally, Lymm,
Bridgewater Canal.

WORKING PARTIES

April 22/23 - Upper Avon.

With your

help, the Avon can be open this year.
For details contact Graham Palmer

(01-346 4949) or Nigel Stevens, 52
Redcliffe Square, London S W 10.

Every Weekend - Wey & Arun Canal.
Contact
Richard Brunstrom (Reigate 46324) or John

Batchelor (Southwater 721) for details.

MEMBERS MEETING MARCH 4th
TS
Nearly 300 members of the Branch crowded
into Kingsway Hall for the meeting about
the Government's recent proposals, and
subsequently donated £44 to the IWA
fighting fund.

They heard first John Dodwell, who explained in detail the faults of the proposed
RWA system and the reasons for the IWA's
objections.
As always, economic arguments
made the most telling points and comparison
between the £4+ million annual turnover of
BWB and the £450 million currently spent
by water authorities indicates how much
thought will be given to canals under their
control.

Other examples of the interest of river
authorities had been the wish of the River
Trent board to close the River Idle navigation and fill in the Grantham Canal,
and the opposition of the River Severn

authority to the Upper Avon Trust's work
is well-known.

John Dodwell said that we must continue
campaigning until the last minute.
The
interest aroused was being reflected in

recruitment figures, which were rising at
a rate that promised to double the IWA
membership this year.
Nigel Spearing, MP, was introduced as
Secretary of the Parliamentary Waterways
Group but the first thing he did was to
explain that the Group had virtually ceased to exist, as it looked as if RWA's
were to become a party issue - a move he
deplored.
He went on to sketch in the
background to the DOE proposals, showing
that the canals had been drawn into the
scheme without thought or recognition
of the implications.
He had been amused by the number of
letters he had received asking if he "knew

about the Government's recent proposals"!
It was encouraging to see how many people
were writing, but Mr Spearking advised
that letters should ask specific questions,
so that it was not possible for civil
servants to prepare stock general answers.
The meeting, after a short discussion,
passed the following resolution by an
overwhelming majority.

"This meeting strongly disagrees with the
er the
ce proposals to transf

now under
canals and navigable rivers
:
Waterways
the control of the British
Board and others to seven separate Regio-

nal Water Authorities, whose main concern
will be with water supply and sewage disposal. It believes that both the public
interest and the amenity and transport
interests of the inland waterways are
best served by a single national navigation authority. In particular1. Adequate finance is necessary both to
maintain and to develop the system
2. None of the existing publicly-owned
assets should ne disposed of or transferred- without the profitable operation
of the existing Freight Services and ;
Estates Divisions,additional burden will
fall on other users of the waterways.
3. Central direction and control is
essential for the present and future
development of the system.
4. The Government should fulfil its
pre-election pledge to restore the
Public's Right of Navigation.

Slides and Candles for the L.C.C.C.

‘No, I'm not out of date, nor has my
typewriter gone berserk.
is to the most informative
vided at The Albert, under
ship of Illtyd Harrington,

The reference
evening prothe Chairmanwhen Mrs

Trixie Gardner who is the present Chairman
ACTION
of the London Canals Consultative Committee
Many of our members have responded to
kindly braved the power-cuts to tell us
calls to protest about the water services
about the work of the committee.
I was
reorganisation. Others will be recovering
rather surprised at some Branch members’
from their Ashtack efforts as they read this
lack of knowledge of the existence of the
this.
Committee and the misconception that they
Now there is an opportunity for everyone
were some kind of London Waterways Board.
else to play an active part in our causeAs their name implies, they are a consulwith this issue is a form listing the many
tative body, originally set up by the GLC
jobs which have to be done and asking for
to give advice mainly on planning applicyour help.
ations which relate to canalside properThe last time this appeal was made the
ties.
Their objective in giving such
result was 40 volunteers- since then
advice is to try and maintain acceptable
we have gained 500 more members, all no
design and configuration along the canals,
doubt wondering how they can help.
to safe-guard recreational and amenity
Now is their chamce - fill in the Action
facilities and to campaign, where necesGruun form and let us know what you can do.
sary, for the removal of eyesores and
other evidence of bad planning and what
one might term 'anti-social' land use
purposes. Each authority will have a
adjacent to the canals.
member with special knowledge of sport and
Oliver Turner gave us an eye-opener of
amenity use of water (nothing about nava conducted tour of London's waterways,
igation) to ensure that the statutory
including the Thames and its many creeks,
obligations are carried out.
from his excellent collection of slides,
He then went on to deal with what he confollowed by those from the GLC collection
sidered were the main objections being put
which illustrated, to a large extent,
forward against his proposals:
what the LCCC are trying to get rid of.
A thought-provoking and educational evening Tragmentation - There will only be 22 boundary crossings but the boundaries will not
concerning our very doorstep.
be iron curtains but fully adjustable and
Chris Cove-Smith.
effective arrangements will be made to
deal with cross boundary movements (please
get your passport stamped at the office).
National Conference on the Better Use
The RWA wili have to maintain the same
of Water Space.
standard as BWB does at present - Sections
104 & 5 of the Transport Act 1968 - but
If one goes to a conference for an excnothing about Section 106 which provides
hange of ideas then this conference called
the sanction to enforce these standards.
by Eldon Griffiths, MP, Under Secretary
The classification of waterways will conof State for the Environment was a failur
e. tinue as at present.
Fach RWA will have
The minister made his statement and then
a 'consumer council' and the National
asked for questions but would not give
Water Council will maintain oversight of
answers or even discuss it, every point
the 'recreational use of waterways from
received the blanket reply 'My department
pleasure cruising and fishing on one hand,
have made a note of this point and will
to commercial navigation on the other'.
consider it carefully'.
This stiffled
Two points spring to mind from this last
any discussion and the delegates, from
statemen.
This government has no respect
over 100 interested organisations, were
for consumer councils:
they did not
reduced to reading prepared statements
consult IWAAC on the present proposals
from the floor.
Contributions to his
and
abolished
the Consumer Council.
Seconpoint of view were 'statesmanlike'
dly, does the statement really mean that
other views were either 'interssting'
they think commercial navigation is a recor ignored in his summing up.
reational use?
The minister's statement seemed woolly
at the time and having now had the opportunity of reading it I am sure that he does
not provide the answers but skates round
them.
The R.W.A.'s will only have 4 main
functions, each of equal importance - i.e.
water supply (including management of
rivers), sewage disposal, pollution and to
ensure the best use of water space under
their control for recreational and amenity
4

Licences - À national cruising licence to
cover all RWA's and a local licence for
those who wish to remain in the boundaries
of one RWA.

Finance - There will be more money spent
on water service functions and thus 'the
extra day to day cost or providing for
navigation will not be impossibly great'.
Can't he understand that canals were
built for navigation not water supply or

disposal.
There will be extra public
funds to help bridge the gap.
This 1s a
step forward but central or local government? (Also if RWA's have a duty to
maintain canals for navigation why do they
need extra money to do this - surely it
should logically be included in their

normal budget).

Commercial Use - ‘there is no question of
writing down or writing off the commercial
use of waterways but coastal waters are
the only inland waterways of major commercial significance.
(This must account
for the general decline in British coastal
shipping.)
But on some sections of waterway commercial transport makes a great
deal of sense and it will be our aim to
encourage it.
There is no reason why
private operators should not continue to
invest in waterway commerce.'
Private op-

erators only, without help from the RWA?
To end the minister's statement a further
quote:
‘in the future, as at present,
very substantial lengths of waterway will
be kept going for cruising.
Indeed we
aim rather higher.
We will see to it that
this job is even better done."
Possibly
other lengths, less substantial perhaps,
will not be kept going?

Sir Frank Price spoke of the necessity
for a single authority to control navigation. He agreed that the present Board
should be re-structured but hoped that
this would be based on the present management structure below Board level.
He
was sure that there would be no future for
commercial navigation without a national
authority in control.
He was stopped
from finishing, on the excuse of lack of
time, but obviously felt that this was
due to the theme of his argument.
The afternoon was devoted to plaming for
amenity and recreation both from the
planners point of view and that of the
planned for. Dr Bannister of the Sports
Council, who are supposed to be providing
amenity money for the RWA, obviously
knew nothing about canals.
It was clear
that his budget was fully allocated and it
would take time before anything was free
for canals.
What was clear from these
contributions was the number of criticisms
made by the speakers - often by the way
when discussing their am subject - of the
amenity functions of the RWA.
Throughout the points raised from the
floor there was a constant criticism of
the minister's proposals and the feeling
that navigation and some other functions
should be taken away fromthe RWA and retained by a national body.
It is to be
hoped that the Minister will take some
notice of them. As the conference ended

it was announced that John Humphries
had been appointed the government's
advisor on water recreation.
Although the conference was supposed to
be an exchange of ideas I think everyone
felt that we were talking to a brick wall.
To exchange ideas one needs discussion
this did not happen, the mere reading of
views does not help either side.
I am
afraid the minister will look at this
merely as a public relations exercise on
the lines of 'I invited everyone to a
conference and listened to them.
I am
sorry I couldn't accept their views but
they did participate in the discussion.'
I hope the minister will not do this and
I hope he will consider deeply what was
said and be prepared to amend some of
his proposals.
After all he has admitted
in Parliament that everything in the circular is open for discussion.

David Gibson.
We are sad to report the death of Marion

Munk on February 5th, and offer Captain.
Munk our sincere sympathies.
Flowers
were sent on behalf of the Branch Committee and Members.

The branch sales stand will be at Guildford on Sunday May 21st in the open air.
Has any member a small tent which could
be erected to cover the stand in case of
inclement weather? Timing approx. 11.30 ー
6 p.ma
Please contact John Anderson,

276 Worpleston Road, Guildford - Tel:

Worpleston 2337.

LETTERS
I am working through my volunteer letter
writers and some interesting replies are
beginning to turn up.
Can I ask all
other members to keep up the pressure and
take note of Nigel Spearing's advice on
page
。
Some very good letters have
appeared in the press and I see that
indefatigable correspondent Peter Stevenson has stirred the interest of his
local papers in the commercial possibilities of the Grand Union.

SILVER SWORDS
Silver swords have been awarded to the
following Branch members:

T. Cottrell, "Trejoco"
R. B. Bliss, "Widgin"
M. J. Leigh, "Arak Ahoy"

Found- ladies dark blue coat button with
white triangle design in white, at the
Kingsway Hall. Contact Editors.

BASINGSTOKE CANAL
Hampshire County Council has agreed to buy
its section of the Basingstoke Canal and
the Surrey CC is expected to follow suit
before you read this.
The long campaign
by the IWA and the Surrey & Hants Canal
Society is at last showing results.
The work is not over though.
The New
Basingstoke Canal Company is objecting to
the CPO's on the grounds that they will
result in the use of the canal by motor
boats which will cause pollution am loss
of amenity (we all know what a pleasant
amenity the canal is at present).
It is
up to us to show the local authorities
what can be made of this important waterway, which flows through some of the most
amenity-demanding areas in the country.
It is likely that intensive working parties will soon be required to begin the
cleaning-up job.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMEN

official moorings?

A new organiser is nee

e the number licenced on EWE
—
ways) are provided with a total of water
100

the utilisation of the river for
recreation and navigation.
During discussions, a rep
resentative of
the Nagional Anglers Cou
ncil said they would
not regret the passing
of the T.C. and
that anglers were, quite
happily, anticipating paying £100,000 to
RWA
(It
I is difficult to reconcile 6 alone!

remark
with the fact: that anglers havethis
force

d
BWB to withdraw its plan for a £1 annu
al

If there is a new auth-

⑧
Dear Sir,

able to think up and pu
people with little tim
and TV appeals, approac
some of the avenues ye

John Crosby.

The rewards?
waterways.

Commercial navigation is threatened by

plans for the Norwich ring road, which
would only allow 35ft air draught over
the River Yare - too little for normal
coasters which still use this navigation.
RIVER STOUR
A Boat Users Committee is being formed
to
co-ordinate boating activities on the
Suffolk Stour.
Would boat owners please
contact John Mercer, 27 Pilcox Hall Lane,

details of craft
BWB Cruising Clubs Conference

Sir Frank Price, BWB Chairman,

ute to the efforts of the IWA

annual meeting for canal

‘He was making a plea for
Now that we had made our
he said we should be bui
across to the Minister ©
structure acceptable to
would ensure the devel

paid trib-

floor about the

gone

top paddle was g

saved novices from em
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BRANCH PUBLICATIONS

The following books ar
Essex and Suffolk Stou
River Medway Guide

(Towpath Walks can als
Windlass binders, to h
ALL FROM David Rayner

Surely among our memb
in shop-window and cou
our Earls Court Boat S
give his advice.
You need not be an exp
you've got any ideas,
Park Road, London N W

Newspaper Collecting i

The North London colle
Fund, this represents

8 Union Road, Leamington

OT

Telephone 01-894 6429,

themselves

The Stratford Upon A

:

GOOD HOME with IWA m
condition. Fitted
overhal just completed

SHOP WINDOW DISPLAY

The feeling of harmony
spoilt somewhat wi

by letting in

>

Great

cru

I

I would like to point out that the
main Upper Avon Stand was paid for
rted, erected and manned by the
Stratford Upon Avon Canal Society
as
efforts in support of the Avon Resto
ration.
It, or rather a similar
taken by us to several functions,
including the Guildford Rally.
these Rallies did any part of the
cost of this stand fall upon the
т
and the not inconsiderable donations
which it attracted at Northampi
(whi
recall, include a few covenants)
were transferred to the Upper Avon
i
been the donations from all the
other events.
Having made this point, I would howev
er agree with David that the respo
nse was disappointing.
Had it been necessary to cost the stand
as a business venture with all
expenses including those of the volun
borne by this Society and its volun teers recouped from takings, instead of being
teers, then there might indeed have
been no nett
gain.

6

people to work, but he

RIVER YARE

With reference to David Hutthings letter
to you reproduced in the February Windla
wish to correct any misapprehension
ss.
that may arise from his statement
visit to the Northampton Rally cost
considerably more than tha amount
ra
time".

A G Johnson (Hon. Secretary)

Organiser for the Natio

Berkshire C.C. have turned down
an application for gravel excavation at
Aldermaston.

Tendring, Clacton-on-Sea, CO016 OD4, with

RIVER THAMES

At the RTS meeting on March 11th, a resolution was passed calling for the establishment of a single authority with prime
responsibility for the preservation
and
improvement of the amenity and physical
value of the Thames catchment area
and

licence - Ed.)

ority, maybe it will give thoug
ht to the
fact that the 25,000 boats on
the Thames,
(twic

If you live within the
Whetstone, Enfield Tow
Harvey Cooke, 75 Westb
arranges 4-weekly colle
car and are able to gi
together of the salvag
is now being collected

The National Waterways
In
clean waste paper.
have their newspapers
spend two or three hoi
would be a simple easy
in touch with John Dod
Road, London N W 1.
Barnet Area Newspaper

Would anyone who is no
space please contact M
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Let your FIRST CHOICE

Be it
CABIN
CRUISERS

be from the LARGEST
selection of BOATS & ENGINES

in the country at

LADYLINE
the Boat Showrooms of Great Britain

Ï

. HEAD OFFICE:
Drayton Marina, Betton Road, Market Drayton, Shropshire,
Tel: Market Drayton 3101/3102/2267

Barbridge Marina, Barbridge, Nantwich, Cheshire, Tel : Wettenhall 682 683.
Lymm Marina, Warrington Lane, Lymm, Cheshire, Tel: Lymm 2945.
Thorne Marina, Hatfield Road, Thorne, Nr. Doncastar, Yorks. Tel: Thorne 812316
Braunston Marina, Braunston, Nr. Rugby, Warks. Tel: Braunston 325 and 216.
Hanbury Marina, Hanbury Road, Droitwich, Worcs. Tel: Droitwich 3002.
Mountsorrel Marine Centre, 14-20 Loughborough Road, Mountsorrel, Nr. Loughborough Leics.
Tel: Rothley 2144
The Swag Boat Centre, Barns Lane, Stubber's Green, Nr. Aldridge, Staffordshire.

Nor West, Marina, Canal Wharf, Galgate, Nr. Lancaster, Tel: Galgate 368
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John and Margaret Hall invite you and your family to

FARNCOMBE BOAT HOUSE
Boats for Hire and Moorings - Riverside Tea Gardens
Charter Cruisers

2 - 6 Berth

CATTESHALL ROAD . GODALMING - SURREY
Telephone: Godalming (stD 04 868) 27306
400 yards off A3100 Guildford-Godalming road.

NANTWICH PLEASURE CRAFT
BASIN END

NANTWICH

.

.

CHESHIRE

New Fieet of 4-8 berth Steel Hulled Canal Cruisers
*Refrigerators
*Showers
Featurin
*Excellent kitchen layout
*Deisel Engines
=
Write for Brochure; Simolda Ltd. Martin Street, Crewe. Cheshire
Tel: Crewe 57411-3 lines.

CANAL PLEASURECRAFT (Stourport)鳳
STOURPORT-ON-SEVERN, WORCS.

29705

Establishedin 1950 and the first to design and build Motor Cruisers
especially for use on the whole of the Canal and River network.
Closed-circuit Keel Cooling
Hot water to all cabins
Large fully opening windows

Gas cooking with oven and grill
Pye Transistor built-in radio
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2 to 6 berth cruisers for hire

Electric Shaving point
Large Refrigerator
Formica Surfaces
Electric Lights
Foam Cushions

illustrated Brochure on request

Model A 3000
Capacity length 22 fe.
Capacity Te27 cwt

Model 14/800 KD
Capacity weight 800 ibs.

Capacity length 14 fe,

Available from 200 Ibs. to
36 cwt. capacity, for boats

from 10.ft. to 28 ft. in length.
Write forourfully illustrated
folders giving details of all
models.

LEW-WAYS LTD.

Watling Street, Cannock,
Staffs.

Telephone: Brownhills 2565

